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INTRO

There are a host of great characters in the Bible In these devotions for lent we are going to look at
but, they can sometimes make us feel inadequate! who Jesus is, what He has done for us, the life we
They do amazing stuff for God with incredible faith, = can have through Him . ... as we encounter Peter
courage and strength. From Prophets to Kings, and look at conversations he had with Jesus, what
people that inspire but are also slightly terrifying! | Peter did when Jesus died, what Peter did when the
think that is why | love Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples. Holy Spirit came, how Peter lived his life . . . still with
This guy also does amazing stuff - but, he can also  times where he didn’t get it and made mistakes - as
be a bit of a donut - both saying and doing things the early church began.

that just feel a bit more like, well, me. IF | had been

one of Jesus’ first disciples and IF | had been the Jesus loves you, warts and all. Jesus wants you to
main source for one of the books of the Bible - it follow Him, with all that you are. So, as we journey
is reckoned that the gospel of Mark was mostly into lent - bring the whole of yourself along, lets see
based on conversations with Peter - | would have how Jesus can transform us and shape our lives for
airbrushed out my stuff ups, my silly bits, the times | the journey - just like He did with Peter.

didn’t get it and had no idea what Jesus was up to.

Peter leaves it all in there, it is part of his story. All of

it, the good and the bad, is part of his journey of faith

as he follows Jesus.




—FOLLOW-ME-SYMBOLS -

The first thing Jesus says to Peter is “follow me”, it is where we
will begin. What follows are 40 devotions with a Bible passage,
a bit of reflection and then some stuff for you to do and think
about if you want. The symbols below will appear after each
bit of scripture and guide you through the reflection.

When you look at a map you don't just see the bit you want to get to.
Everything around that bit gives you context and a sense of place. It's

the same with the Bible. If the space next to the map icon is blank - YOU
think about what else is going on as you read round the verse for the day,
why is this happening now? What else is going on? Sometimes | might lob
in something interesting about the context that makes it clearer what is
happening and why.

What particular thing is being lit up by this verse?

Maybe a theme for our lives, maybe a key thing about Jesus, the gospel, our journey.

OK, what direction for the day are you being sent in as you consider this verse?

What difference is this going to make about where you go and what you do today?

As we journey through Lent, God is with us - Jesus promises his disciples that He and
the Father will make their home with us (see John 14:23). This is your spot for prayer

- whether that is saying sorry, asking to be filled with more of the Spirit, or just being
still and knowing Jesus is present, loving, encouraging and nudging us forward on our
journey of faith.




When he had finished speaking, he said
to Simon, “Put out into deep water and let
down the nets for a catch.” Simon answered,
“Master, we have worked hard all night and

haven't caught anything. But because you
say so, | will let down the nets.”

LUKE CHAPTER 5 VERSES 4-5




| don’t know about you, but I struggle being told what to do. This is especially true if | know best! | don’t
know what went through Peter’s mind here, if he struggled to answer, paused and then said it politely but
through gritted teeth, or had been so blown away by what Jesus had been saying he would have done
anything this man asked. Yet, Peter was a fisherman. It was his thing. Do you have something like that, your
thing? Imagine someone came along who didn’t know about music, maths, art, football, collecting furry
frogs, looking after pets, bicycles or running and they told you a “better way” of doing your thing?

What would you do?

At the beginning of this chapter the crowd are pressing up
against Jesus desperate to hear what he is saying. | don’t know
if he was literally being backed towards the lake of Galilee, but
he hops in to a boat and asks to be put out a bit from the shore.
The fishermen have done their work, they are finished, sat on
the shore washing their nets. They have caught nothing. Jesus
sits down, which might seem odd if there are a bunch of people
on the shore trying to get a look at him and listen - but, sitting
down, was a sign from a Rabbi (a teacher) that they were about
to teach. The crowd would have hushed, the fishermen were sat
in the boat - a captive audience - and wow, what Jesus said must
have captured their hearts!

Peter says to Jesus, “Because you say so, | will...
“You aren’t the fisherman here, | am - but ok.

In our lives today, where do we think we have it all sorted or
are the expert? Maybe there are things we have been trying
that aren’t working. Maybe Jesus says to us, “Put out into deep
water.” and we might be like, “I've done that already!” Do we
need to say, as we start Lent together, “Because you say so, |
will”?

Lord Jesus, thank you for this season of Lent - help me
to discover more about your love, your power and your
presence in my life through these times together. Amen.






The invitation to follow is not just random here. The  cheerleader . .. its about taking what is and then
invitation has a purpose. On MTV there is a reality transforming it. Jesus looks at these guys and says,

TV. show called “Made” its been running since 2002 let me make you ... | know you have been doing
and each season a bunch of young people appear this, but - here is THIS for you, come and join me!
who want their life “made” into the one they have And, they do.

always dreamed of - triathlete, boxer, lifeguard,

As well as offering a greater purpose in life for these two men
than fishing Jesus has also laid out God’s plan and hope for all

us in what he says in the verses just before this, “The Kingdom of
God is near. Repent and believe the good news.” To “repent” is
literally to turn about and head in a new direction.

“At once”. No hesitation, no apparent packing up and even
putting their nets away - left it all, at once. Is there anything God
is asking you to do straight away? At once?

There is so much choice in the world, | can be heading towards
something | think | want or need, find my head turned by
something else, then something else until | am left dizzy from
spinning and choice and decisions! Someone once said we

are either moving towards Jesus or we are heading away,
depending which way we are facing. Are you turned towards

Him today?

Lord, Thank you for calling me to follow you. Help me to do
that today and everyday to come. Amen.



“‘While Jesus was still speaking, some
people came from the house of Jairus, the
synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead’,

they said, “why bother the teacher anymore?”
Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him,

“Don’t be afraid. Just believe.” He did not let

anyone follow him except Peter, James and
John.”

MARK 5 VERSE 35-37




Here is another invitation! So far in following Jesus crowds are getting; watched as Jesus calmed a

(yes, | know this is only day 3 for us!), Peter has storm, restored a possessed man and now, here
witnessed Jesus’ own family thinking he has lost is among the select few taken with Jesus to see
the plot; seen healing; been struck by how big the something else incredible.

Since Jairus has told Jesus about his sick daughter, Jesus has been
held up by the needs of someone else. He stops when he realises
someone has touched him (Mark 5:30), to make matters worse he
then hangs around looking through the crowd to see who it is (verse
32). Jairus must be going NUTS. Imagine what he is thinking - why
has Jesus stopped? What is he doing? so what if power left him, my
daughter needs him NOW! Jesus had a ministry of interruptions, and
- if you read on, you discover that Jairus’ daughter IS healed. How
hard it is to wait sometimes! How hard it is to set off and then get
held up! Maybe others come in on your journey with Jesus and say
to you, “Don’t bother”. Can you keep their voices still and listen to
Jesus?

“Don’t be afraid. Just believe.” Do you know what the most common
command is in the Bible? You might think it would be a command

to “do” something. Go and do this, go and do that, but - it is a don’t.
Not a finger wagging, telling you off, what on earth did you think you
were doing kind of “don’t”, but a reassuring, | am with you, “don’t” be
AFRAID.

When we struggle to believe, our lives can get out of kilter, we can
worry, be anxious, lose perspective. What is amazing about Jesus -
and Peter gets to withess so much of his earthly life - is how, in the
midst of being the Word of God made flesh, the Son who has come
to bring life and hope and peace for the whole world, in the midst
of all that Jesus still cared about the individuals who were with him.
Peter, James, John, you and me. We might not feel we are lifted out
of our places of fear and worry straight away. But, let’s just believe,
just trust and just know that Jesus is with us.

This is your space. There is a lot in this short passage, what
strikes you? What do you know you need to pray about or pray
for after reading it? Be quite, be still. Bring your cares and your
worries to Jesus. Don’t be afraid.



When Jesus came in to Peter’s house, he saw
Peter's mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever.
He touched her hand and the fever left her,

and she got up and began to wait on him.

MATTHEW 8 VERSE 14




Everything in Peter’s life is open to Jesus. Imagine,
Jesus is chatting to you and walking along - he
then suddenly says, “lets go to your house”. Are
you thrilled? Are you going white at the thought as
you think of the absolute STATE of your room (the
food under the bed that is going to walk off by itself

soon, your clothes thrown around the place, the corner and room of your life?
unmade bed, the embarrassing pictures on the wall

What you notice as you read around this passage is that Jesus

is constantly on the move. Jesus might share life and space with

his disciples, but there is nowhere that is fully his home on earth.
Hospitality in Jesus’ time was pretty amazing, houses were open to
guests, to strangers turning up in a village, to new people, to those
without a place to stay. It was pretty normal stuff to be looked after in
this way. It was pretty normal too for a Rabbi to travel a lot and NOT
have a settled place.

“She got up and began to wait on him.” In the midst of all this moving
around, going from place to place, never still - constantly in demand
(straight after this passage it seems a crowd descend on the house
looking for Jesus to heal and comfort them) - we have the response
of this woman. As soon as she is healed and out of bed, her focus

is Jesus. She serves Jesus, she looks to Jesus’ needs. This woman
waited on Him. If Jesus does something stonking for you - what is
your reaction? Wait on Him, or get on with your life?

Waiting is a part of our following Jesus. Not EVERYTHING is about
living life on fast forward, going from place to place doing and seeing
amazing things. We need to take stock, we need to wait, we need to
wait on Jesus. Sometimes | can run off busily, doing “good” things,
but not necessarily doing “God” things.

Wait right now. Don’t rush off. Yes, the day is about to happen
- or, you are about to nod off rather than rush off (if you are
doing these notes at the other end of the day... or in a boring
lesson at school). Wait. Give space to God to speak to you
right now.

from when you liked that band when you were 8.

.. ) Nothing is off limits. It is perfectly natural for a
Rabbi (teacher, as we have mentioned that Jesus is)
to literally share the whole of their lives, space, living
together, eating together, the whole deal. Does
Jesus have your EVERYTHING? Every space, nook,



From this time many of His disciples turned
back and no longer followed Him. “You do not
want to leave me too, do you?” Jesus asked
the Twelve. Simon Peter answered him, “Lord,

to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. We have come to believe and to
know that you are the Holy One of God.”

JOHN 6 VERSE 66-68




Life is not a popularity contest. There are some
tough calls to make as we grow and discover more
about ourselves and who we want to be - and, more
about Jesus and who he calls us to be. Sometimes

This might be surprising - some people are starting to leave Jesus.
This is the man who we have just said is surrounded by crowds,
people are in awe and captivated by what He is doing - but, they
are beginning to be challenged by what he is saying. Jesus came
to change everything, in the previous bit of chapter 6 Jesus talks
about being the “bread of life”, likening himself to the bread from
heaven that fed the Israelites when they wandered through the
desert. Only, Jesus’s body and blood will bring eternal life - not
relieving a moment of physical hunger, but changing EVERYTHING.
Some couldn’t handle this news, couldn’t take it in . .. this is after all
only Joseph’s son - how can this be?

“You have the words of eternal life.” When you find someone,
something that brings life and hope - you don’t give it up easily!
More than that, Peter has realised they have fully thrown everything
in with Jesus. If this isn’t it, what else is there?! Maybe that is where
his, “to whom shall we go?” comes from.

It can be hard to hold on to the truth of who Jesus is - and what he
offers each of us. LIFE. Eternal life! There might be those around
us who cannot see it, can’t believe it to be true. Struggle with it.
Have you, like Peter, thrown your lot in with Jesus? Peter says two
things after recognising that Jesus has the words of eternal life. He
says we have come to “believe” and to “know”. Peter believes who
Jesus is, and he has also begun to know him. We can believe that
Jesus is Lord, but do we know him as Lord of our lives?

Someone once said that Jesus is “Lord of all” or he is

not Lord at all. Meaning, we can’t just give him a part of
ourselves. Following Jesus really is a bit like what Peter and
those early disciples did, leaving everything for Jesus’ sake.
When you feel that tug to leave Jesus, is it really that there
are things that you don’t want to let go of?

we wrestle with ourselves, other times we can
struggle if our friends don’t love Jesus and want to
follow Him. But, when we hold to what we know to
be true - our true friends will still be there.



Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.” “Are
you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. Don't
you see that whatever enters the mouth goes
into the stomach and then out of the body?

But the things that come out of a persons
mouth come from the heart, and these defile
them.”

MATTHEW 15:15-18




Have you ever had something you thought was
true completely turned on its head? That is what
happens here to the disciples, they are trying to get

their heads round what Jesus has just said - it kind all get a smack down!

Jesus has been criticised at the beginning of this chapter - his
disciples have been told off for not washing their hands! Ritual,
especially around physical cleanliness, was just what you did - it
had become more than a symbol of needing to be clean on the
inside, it had replaced it! Doing the right “outward” things had
become enough for the religious leaders, and it is what they
taught and practiced. They had forgotten something God told
Samuel, hundreds of years earlier, “God looks at the heart.” (1
Samuel 16:7) We can look great on the outside, but be rotten on
the inside.

“The things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the
heart.” What comes out of your mouth? Do you bless others -
do you think before you speak?

Here is a helpful guide on considering our speech (and so, what
is inside us), T.H.ILN.K. first - is it T-True? Is it H - Helpful? Is it | -
Inspiring? Is it N - Necessary? Is it K - Kind? The way we speak
and what we say reflects what is in our hearts.

There is a song by Tim Hughes called, “May the Words

of My Mouth’, it is taken from the last line of Psalm 19.
Maybe as your prayer, right now for today, you could read
the whole Psalm - and offer up your thoughts, words and
actions today to Jesus.

of blows out the water what they have been taught
by the religious leaders of Jesus’ day. Poor Peter, he
asks what everyone else is thinking and Boom - they



Jesus went out, along with His disciples, to
the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the
way He questioned His disciples, saying to
them, “Who do people say that | am?” They
told him, saying, ‘John the Baptist; and others

say Elijah; but others, one of the prophets.”
And He continued by questioning them, “But
who do you say that | am?” Peter answered
and said to Him, “You are the Christ.”..

MARK 8:27-29




| grew up “knowing” Jesus. All my life | have been say who other people think heis - | could be
in church, but I hit a point when | had to ask myself answering saying, well - my youth leader says this,

“do | believe this?”. Is this “real”? Is this true? Do | my mum says this, my brother says this, the church
know Jesus? Until | started asking these questions, leader says this ... what other people think and say
| realised | had done what the disciples say at the is not what Jesus is after!

beginning of this passage ... where the disciples

As you read the gospels, especially Matthew, Mark and Luke you will
discover very similar bits of scripture. Not quite the same, but near
enough. This passage has echoes of the one we looked at yesterday.
In Mark’s gospel right up until this point in almost every chapter
people have been asking, “who is Jesus?”, “who is Jesus?” WHO is
JESUS!! The reference to Elijah and John the Baptist might seem odd,
but, Elijah was taken up to Heaven and didn’t “die” an earthly death -
some believed that when Elijah returned it would be God’s Kingdom
come on earth, others thought John the Baptist WAS Elijah returned .
.. SO, these were the names being chucked about as Jesus was being
mentioned and discussed and the crowds witnessed the miracles and
heard his teaching.

“Who do you say | am?” This is probably the most important
question in the history of the world. The answer to it has MASSIVE

@ implications! Think about that for a minute - who is Jesus to you?
= What does it mean to know him? What difference does knowing him
make?

Are you a chameleon? By that | mean do you change who you are

and what you think depending on who you are hanging out with?

Drifting from one way of being to another - or, do you know who

you are and what you think? It can be tough! It can be about our

confidence, whether we consider what we know and believe to be
worth anything - but it can also be about who we put our confidence

in. | have friends and family - but, of everyone | know | have found

only Jesus is constant, sure, faithful all the time, totally trustworthy.

| might shift a lot and be wobbly with my faith and who | am

sometimes, but Jesus is not. Who will you put your trust in?

Maybe take some time here. Be still and imagine Jesus
@ looking at you and asking you, “Who do you say | am?”. ..
what would you say, what could you pray?



“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do
you say | am?” Simon Peter answered, “You
are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son

of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by
flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.”

MATTHEW 16:15-17




This is WHY | love Peter! On day 6 we had Peter with Jesus. Whoops, then straight back at it; HUGE
opening his mouth, only to have all the disciples mess up, back he comes again. He never gives up
called “dull” because they didn’t get what Jesus was on pressing in to grasp and know and love Jesus.
talking about. It doesn’t stop Peter. He comes back,

again and again - as we will see through his journey

From here on in, especially in Matthew and Mark, Jesus makes it
clearer and clearer where everything is heading. To Jerusalem,
to fulfil his mission, to bring about the salvation of the world. It
is big stuff. The biggest. With his answer to the question, “Who
am |?” Peter gets it bang on. There is no indication here that
Peter realises how he knows what he knows about Jesus when
he makes his statement - but is so clear and so right - Jesus
knows. Peter has heard from God.

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Messiah

@ literally means, “anointed one” someone who is set apart for a
special purpose. In Greek that word is “Christos” which is where
-

we get “Christ”.

We don’t need to have a perfect understanding, or know a whole
0 bunch of stuff from the Bible really well before we can say yes to
Jesus and follow Him for ourselves. Peter didn’t, and he put his
complete trust and faith in Jesus.

What does it mean for Jesus to be the Messiah? What
@ does it mean for Jesus to be your Messiah. Think about
that, ask God to show you how to live for the Messiah

today.



‘And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this
rock | will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not overcome it. | will give you the
keys of the Kingdom of heaven, whatever you

bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.”

MATTHEW 16:18-19




| think Peter got more than he bargained for here! He gets a bit of a name change - from Simon Peter to an
emphasis on the Peter. Then, some pretty staggering words are spoken over him by Jesus - look what can
happen when we see who Jesus is!

At the beginning of Matthew chapter 16 there is the demand for
a sign from Jesus that he is who he says he is - by the time we
get to the end of chapter 16 we have Jesus predicting his death.
The cross has become the most recognised symbol and sign in
the world. This was not the kind of sign the religious teachers
had in mind.

“You are Peter.” That is a really short bit of the above verses to
focus on, but something really important has happened - that has

HUGE implications for you and me. Peter discovers who He is
= (and who he is going to be) after he acknowledges who Jesus is.

“I don’t know who you think you are!”, has this ever been said
to you? Maybe you have done something silly, been extremely
rude to a parent, taken something for granted, been ungrateful
... but, have you ever thought about it. Who are you? Really?
What is your purpose? Peter thought he was destined to be
a fisherman - nope. Jesus had other plans, Jesus knew Peter
better than Peter knew himself. He knows you too.

When we acknowledge Jesus as our Messiah, we begin to
discover who we are. Jesus has plans and purposes for
us, that are part of what He is growing and building and
@ doing in this world through his followers. We are invited,
along with Peter, to join in! How might Jesus ask you to
Jjoin in with bringing his light and life in to the world today?



“From this time on Jesus began to explain
to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and suffer many things at the hands of the
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of
the law, and that he must be Killed and on
the third day be raised to life. Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him, “Never,

Lord!”, he said, This shall never happen to
you!” Jesus turned to and said to Peter, “Get
behind me Satan! You are a stumbling block
to me; you do not have in mind the concerns

of God, but merely human concerns.”

MATTHEW 16:21-23




Peter, which means “rock”, has gone from being “Rocky” - who Jesus is going to use in a mighty way, to
a stone that Jesus is going to trip over! What happened? Hero to zero - has that ever happened to you?

Mighty one minute, Missed it the next?

A lot is going on here, and reading it makes it hard - what was
Peter’s tone of voice, what was Jesus so disturbed about? It
sounds as if Peter just wants to protect his friend. There is a
verse on the Old Testament that has God speaking, saying, “My
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are my ways your ways.”
(Isaiah 55:8) “Messiah” to these first disciples, including Peter,
meant overthrowing the Romans, freeing the Jewish people
again . .. it didn’t mean death for Jesus!

“You are a stumbling block to me”. This must have really
stunned Peter, not what he was wanting at all. Sometimes we
might mean well, and even do things with good intentions - but
get in the way of what Jesus is doing.

Do you ever say stuff before you have heard the whole of a
story? Maybe you finish a joke for someone else (that is so
annoying), maybe you think what someone is going to say, so
if there is a pause you chip in ... sometimes, we only hear half
of what is said because we are so keen to get our voice heard
- while we get ready to speak we stop listening. | don’t know
if that happened to Peter here, | think he has heard Jesus talk
about suffering and death . .. and missed, completely missed,
“raised to life.”!!

We have a point of view. God has an infinite number of
viewing points, He sees everything. When we feel like we
are stumbling, or getting in the way of Jesus being good
news through us - maybe we need to stop again, listen
again. Be still, not rush in with what we have to say - but
wait and see what Jesus has to say.



‘Jesus took Peter, James and John with him
and led them up a high mountain, where they
were all alone. There he was transfigured
before them. His clothes were dazzling white,
whiter than anyone in the world could bleach
them. And there appeared before them Elijah
and Moses, who were talking to Jesus.”

MARK 9:2-4




There are in life some defining moments. Etched on your brain, live on in your memory where everything is
clear, bright and dazzling - as if it happened just now. Other things, sometimes seem important at the time,
but fade with time - disappear from view, we struggle to picture the scene ... what happened again? THIS
was a once in a lifetime, never to be repeated event for Jesus’ three closest friends - they had never seen,

never IMAGINED anything like this!

At the beginning of this chapter, just after Jesus has spoken
about the way of the cross - He makes a statement about

the Kingdom of God coming with power - we then have this
“transfiguration” of Jesus on a mountain. He appears to be
catching up with a couple of heroes of the Old Testament! The
significance of these two? Moses represents the law, and for
God’s people at the time, their greatest leader ever. Elijah
represents the prophets, and one whose return would mean the
Kingdom was coming . . . and here they both are. With Jesus!

“Where they were all alone”. This is sometimes referred to as a
“mountain top” experience, because they were on a mountain
() and it was pretty amazing. But, notice Jesus is not drawing
HUGE attention to himself, he is not taking the platform in front
of thousands. The disciples are not caught up in the thrill of an
event with a crowd of adoring onlookers. They were all alone.

Do we find that we encounter Jesus when we are in a crowd
or by ourselves? What is your expectation about meeting with
Jesus when you are all alone?

Get yourself alone. Completely. Can you knock off the
music, turn your phone to silent. Be still. Be totally alone
with your own thoughts and with Jesus. You might not be
on a mountain, but how does he appear to you? Be still,
wait, watch, listen.



Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us
to be here. Let us put up three shelters - one
for you. one for Moses and one for Elijah”

(He did not know what to say, they were so
frightened).

MARK 9:5-6




Ahh. We have all had those moments. You know, an awkward silence, one of those pauses that just needs
to be filled with words because it gets more and more uncomfortable the longer nobody is saying anything
- or, you are up a mountain with your best friend and something totally bonkers beyond any frame of

reference takes place and you just have to say something - anything!

If you read the intro at the front of this booklet, you’ll remember
that most scholars agree that Peter was the primary source

for Mark’s gospel. The account of the transfiguration is also in
Matthew’s gospel (Matthew is kind to Peter), and Luke’s gospel
(Luke quotes Peter, and says, “He didn’t know what he was
saying”). | love Peter’s humility, he doesn’t hide his weakness
and fear - He could have just said “l was THERE!” and left
everyone else jealous. ..

“He did not know what to say”. Itis ok to not know what to say.
It is alright. Sometimes we fill a silence with God with a load of
babble - maybe you have had a prayer time where you get to the
end and you think, “well, THAT was a load of nonsense!”, not the
act of praying, but your frustration with the words coming out of
your mouth. We have all been there - Peter too.

Not knowing what to say, think or do - is part of the Christian life.
What? Well, by ourselves we do not know - only with Jesus. We
only rely on him when we cease to rely on ourselves. We cannot
MAKE it as a Christian, we have to allow Jesus to shape and
make us - after his image, we bring our whole selves to Him - just
like Peter.

When you pray you do not need to say anything. There is
this great bit that Paul writes in his letter to the Romans for
when we do not know what to say.

Read it here : Romans 8:26 - now pray!



While he was still speaking, a bright cloud
covered them, and a voice from the cloud
said, “This is my son, whom I love; with him |
am well pleased. Listen to him!” When the
disciples heard this, they fell face down to

the ground, terrified. But Jesus came and

touched them. “Get up,” he said, “Don’t be

afraid.” When they looked up they saw no
one except Jesus.

MATTHEW 17:5-8




Lots of good things can distract us and draw our attention - not just things that are bad - but, can we fix our

eyes and our hope on what is best?

At Jesus’ baptism there was a voice from heaven saying the
same thing - the only addition in this passage is “Listen to him!”
In other places God, through his Spirit, has met people or an
angel has appeared and those present, like Peter and his friends
here, have been terrified - but also, as here, these comforting
words are said, “Don’t be afraid.” There is a difference between
an awe and wonder kind of holy fear (this is GOD speaking!!) and
being terrified by some monster.

“When they looked up they saw no one except Jesus”. In this
most dramatic encounter of their lives what remains is not the
cloud, not the booming voice, not the strange appearances of
Moses and Elijah . . . but Jesus.

What do you see? When you look up - what fills your vision? Is
your vision Jesus? Is it only Jesus? To know where we are going
in this life, to navigate today and tomorrow we need only look to
Jesus.

When you need to focus, do you need other things going
on to really concentrate? Like music in the background,
the t.v. needs to be on? How do you feel in silence?
Imagine it is just you and Jesus. Jesus says to you, “don’t
be afraid.” Then you and He just sit together. Prayer is not
always about words, it is also about being present - being
close, being together. With friends sometimes no words
are needed.



Jesus looked at them and said, “With man
this is impossible, but not with God, all things
are possible with God.” Then Peter spoke
up, “We have left everything to follow you!”
“Truly | tell you’, Jesus replied, “no one who

has left home or brothers or sisters or mother
or father or children or fields for me and the
gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as
much in this present age.”

MARK 10:27-31




What has us in its grip? What can we not let go of?
What hinders us as we try and follow Jesus?

Y

Read back a bit before we get to this statement - what is it that
is appearing impossible? Just before theses verses Jesus has
seen a rich man go away disappointed, he had kept all the
commandments - but when Jesus said he needed to give away
his riches, he went away sad. Jesus then says “it is harder for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone rich
to enter the Kingdom of God”. That conjures up a picture! The
disciples were amazed on hearing these words because they
had been taught that riches were a sign of God’s blessing - if the
rich will struggle - WHO stands a chance?

“All things are possible with God.” Something impossible is
coming. Jesus knows and hopes and is heading towards the
most incredible moment in history - when a man comes back
from the dead - changing ALL that is possible. Changing
everything for you and for me.

For you and me it might not be riches (ha, | wish!) Peter exclaims
in the midst of his confusion about riches and realising they

can do nothing to get you there . . . he exclaims all he can “We
have left everything to follow you!” Jesus doesn’t rebuke Peter,
he receives an encouragement - what we receive though is

not riches as this world understands riches, but a family that
stretches around the world of brothers and sisters as we are part
of God’d family together and - through putting our trust in Jesus
rather than anything else - life, life eternal!

No matter how we try, there are always things that hinder
- it is part of following Jesus - but, offer those things again
today. Give them to Jesus, trust them to Jesus, whether
they are thoughts, actions or words we find hard to let go
of - with God, nothing is impossible!



“What do you think, Simon?” he asked, “From
whom do the kings of the earth collect duty
and taxes - from their own children or from

others?” “From others.” Peter answered.

“Then the children are exempt,” Jesus said to
him, “But so that we may not cause offence,

go to the lake and throw out your line. Take
the first fish you catch; open its mouth and
you will find a four drachma coin. Take it and
give it to them for my tax and yours.”

MATTHEW 17:25-21




Being put on the spot is awkward. Yet, being helped with the answer is amazing. Jesus does both here
... he asks a question, but helps Peter think through the answer. When we are on the spot, either with
something we believe or something we are working out - we can know that Jesus will help us.

Y

Oh, there is loads happening in this couple of verses. The tax
being discussed is the “temple tax” a HUGE money spinner, for
the people paying it this was part of their “atonement” for being
sinners. The only place this story is mentioned is in Matthew’s
gospel, who had been a tax collector himself. Jesus makes a
point here about his own sonship (He is the Son of God most
High, he shouldn’t be paying a tax to the temple . ..!)

“What do you think?” | love this! Jesus does this a lot, he
teaches his disciples not by TELLING them what is true and
what is right and what to believe, but by asking them questions,
getting them to think and contribute and reflect and wonder.

Notice a couple of things - Jesus doesn’t just pay his own tax
(which he doesn’t need to being perfect), he also pays Peters! A
picture for us of what Jesus has done for each of us, paying the
price. Peter also gets told to go and fish - using a skill he has

for Jesus to perform a miracle - we, you and | - get in on the act
when Jesus is doing Kingdom stuff, we are invited to get stuck in
and make stuff happen - just like Peter.

Here is something that Jesus doesn’t need to do - but he
does it, he doesn’t want to be a stumbling block for Jews
that would find it hard if their Messiah did not obey the
law - we might not be in quite this situation - but, with

our faith and our life in God - maybe there are things that
are not an issue for us. We have no problems with some
challenges that face others - how generous, or thoughtful
are we of the needs and weaknesses of those around us?
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Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord,
how many times shall | forgive my brother
or sister who sins against me? Up to seven

times?” Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven

times, but seventy seven times.”

MATTHEW 18:21-22




Have you ever exaggerated? Like, WAY beyond something reasonable - “I could eat a horse”, is one
extreme answer to another extreme statement we might make, “I am starving!” Generally, speaking,
neither of these are true - but we say them to make a point.

Peter is being incredibly generous here! We can sometimes
read this passage and think Peter has got fed up with someone
and is looking for an excuse to punch their lights out - this is

the fiery, quick to leap in kind of Peter we expect - but, here
Peter goes BEYOND what he would have been taught. Rabbi’s
(Jewish teachers) would have advised 3 times as being sufficient
to forgive someone, so Peter has gone DOUBLE on that with his
suggestion.

“Seventy Seven Times”, this has also been understood to mean
seventy times seven - which would then make this 490 times!
Essentially, a number so big that you would loose count - which
is Jesus’ point ;-)

The law, as far as Peter has understood it, means three times

is sufficient - but hanging out with Jesus has led Peter to re-
think that. He has seen Jesus forgive others in ways that have
blown him away ... BUT, what Peter imagines might be enough
does not come close to the full measure of Jesus’ grace and
forgiveness!

We can struggle to forgive. Maybe others, a persistent
pain in the neck. Maybe ourselves, we let God down so
often. We have here a glimpse - not just how far Jesus
goes in his forgiveness - but, how far OUR forgiveness
should go. Who do you need to forgive right now?



He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus
replied, “You do not realise now what | am

doing, but later you will understand.” “No.”
said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

JOHN 13:6-8
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Faith is upside down. We gain our life through Christ by losing it, we became first by being last and here -

the King of Kings become a servant.

Q

This was a disgusting job. Walking as they did in dust, dirt, poo
and muck, feet got absolutely filthy. It would be the job of the
lowest person in a household to wash the feet of the guests. In
this context, the guest of honour, the most treasured person at
the table, the most honoured one - gets the towel, gets down
on his hands and knees, picks up his disciples stinking feet and
begins to wash them. No wonder then that Peter wants none of
it!

“You do not realise what | am doing.” Um, yep - you have got
that right! Peter doesn’t have a clue here. What does Jesus
think he is doing? How can this be?

Do you ever say no to Jesus? Think about the stink of your own
messes and mistakes, think about the rank smell of those times
you have lied or cheated or thought something awful - here
comes Jesus, to wash it all away. No, Jesus - No!

Saying no to Jesus is not just what we do when we are
asked to do something hard - like be a missionary on the
other side of the world or being kind to our brother or
sister who is absolutely DOING OUR HEAD in! No, we can
also reject what Jesus does when he makes us new and
cleans us up, sets us right, brings us healing. We find it
hard sometimes to forgive ourselves for getting so dirty
and messed up - that we struggle to imagine Jesus dealing
with it. He does and he will, we must let him!



Jesus answered, “Unless | wash you, you
have no part with me.” “Then, Lord,” Simon
Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands

and my head as welll”

JOHN 13:8-9




Well, alright then - but don’t stop there!! Have you ever been totally opposed to something, only to find
yourself at a later point a total convert? When you REALISE something incredible about something you had
dismissed maybe?

This is one of the reasons | love Peter! When Jesus basically
says to him, That’s it then Peter, if you won’t let me wash your
feet we are DONE.” Peter goes over board - He so wants to be
part of what Jesus is he doesn’t want anything left out, nothing
left to chance, no possibility that he is not “in” with Jesus! Peter
does this more than once when something strikes him and he
realises what is at stake.

“My hands and my head as well!” When we are made clean by
Jesus it is a work that happens on the inside not the outside - the
picture here is a symbol, but Jesus want’s Peter and the others
to realise what they must do.

There is something else here too. Jesus tells the disciples this
is how they should be with each other. Servants. Preferring
each other, looking to the needs of each other - Jesus knows
he does not have long left with the disciples - we are properly
approaching the cross now. They are going to need each other
more than ever.

Being a disciple, a follower of Jesus is not simply about
you and him. Jesus does not call us to “Follow Him” in a
vacuum, free of relationships with others. Who, right now,
can you give thanks for - they share the journey, they share
your load, they prefer and love you - as you try and prefer
and love them. Give thanks for them now.



“You will all fall away.” Jesus told them, “for
it is written : “l will strike the shepherd and
the sheep will be scattered.” But after | have
risen, | will go ahead of you into Galilee.”

Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, | will not.”

MARK 14:27-29




These next few days of devotions we approach the cross. We continue to look at Peter and his relationship

with Jesus, but this is where it gets really tough. It is hard and painful for a while.

Here Jesus is quoting a powerful few words from Zechariah
chapter 13. Zechariah was written at a time when Jerusalem was
destroyed and the temple in ruins. Here is Jesus, about to go

to the cross - but, just as Zechariah finishes his book with hope,
Jesus brings encouragement with his words, “after | have risen,

| will go ahead of you.” At this point though, it seems as if Peter
and the others miss it.

“Even if all fall away, | will not.” Peter. You have got to love him.
He really means this. He believes what he says

Have you ever promised something and then stuffed it up?

Are we reliant on others to be with us all the time? Do we
do what we do for Jesus because of the crowd, or because
of what Jesus calls us to?



Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you
going?” Jesus replied, “Where [ am going, you
cannot follow now, but you will follow later.”

Peter asked, “Lord, why can't | follow you
now? | will lay down my life for you.”

JOHN 13:36-38




Longing. Have you ever wanted something right now - but had to wait? Sometimes the waiting is good for
us, but we don’t appreciate it at the time.

There is pain and confusion in what Peter is saying here. He
does not understand what must happen, what must come next.
“you will follow later” could mean a couple of things here, “yes
Peter - you will also die like | am going to and follow me there”
or, it could also be, “you will be with me in my Father’s house,
heaven, but you aren’t coming just yet.”

“Why can’t | follow you now?” Now please, | am done waiting!
We live in this space between Jesus rising from the dead and
going back to heaven and that glorious time to come when we
will be with him where he is.

Sometimes, like Peter - we aren’t ready for what is to come, but

we don’t know it. This is why trusting Jesus is so important, he

knows what we can and can’t handle, what we are and what we
are not ready for

Wait. Even though you want to get up and go, wait. When
you pray, sit still, take a quite moment. Just wait a bit
longer than normal today. KNOW that Jesus has gone
before you.



“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all
of you as wheat. But | have prayed for you
Simon, that your faith may not fail. And

when you have turned back strengthen your
brothers.”

LUKE 22:31




We do not fight alone. Whether it is in your head with your thoughts, your heart with your words, your
hands and feet with your actions and where you go and what you do - we do not fight alone. We are
prayed for and lifted up by Jesus himself! John 17 is Jesus prayer for all of us (just as here, he tells Peter he
prays for him).

We are jumping around a bit with this conversation, we started

in Mark’s gospel - here is another snippet in Luke, not recorded
by either Mark or Matthew in their accounts. When there is a
narrative in the gospels that is really important - get the whole
picture by reading the different accounts. Just like if you and |
witnessed something - different things would stand out to us,
shock us, astound us or be etched on our memory. So it is with
the gospel accounts, it is just one reason they are so amazing . ..
these are not a bunch of people trying to get their story straight -
these are eye witness accounts, bringing out different aspects of
what took place.

“When you have turned back strengthen your brothers.” This is
such an encouragement - Peter has not failed yet (we get to what
he is going to do tomorrow) but Jesus knows it will happen - and
= he is already being forgiven - and given something important to
do - before it has happened!

There is nothing that can change the love that Jesus has for

us. For you. Nothing. What you have done, what you will do.

When we fail, when we fall we are encouraged to (as Peter is
here) strengthen others - nothing is wasted by God, not even our
failings and faults.

Who could you strengthen today? Maybe you don’t

feel up to it - maybe that is just the time to press in and
@ encourage, support or consider someone else. Right now.

Who does God put on your heart as you are still right now,

who needs encouraging and strengthening?



“Truly | tell you,” Jesus answered, “today - yes,
tonight - before the cock crows you yourself
will have disowned me three times.” But
Peter insisted emphatically, “Even if | have to

die with you, | will never disown you.” And all
the others said the same.

(MARK 14:30-31)




Not a chance! Ever used big words to back something up only for something very small and maybe a bit
rubbish to be the outcome? “| will step forward and take the penalty, | never miss . .. oops.”, “Give it to me,
| never have a problem opening jars - er, sorry, | smashed it.”, “I'll be there -1 am NEVER late ... um, | got

held up you know how itis ...

There are some bits of the bible where | see things for the first

time. Seriously, it happens a lot and | have been reading it and

studying it for years - there is NO END to what you will discover
if you get stuck in to the Bible. Writing these notes | have seen

something here | have never really noticed before - and it is this
next bit under “torch”.

“All the others said the same.” Peter says out loud what
everyone else is thinking, and then they join in with a chorus of
approval. Itis not just Peter who is going to mess up and miss
the mark here (and is not realising it) it is all of them. Every last
one.

Being part of a crowd can be great, it can inspire us, it can make
us feel important and - when that crowd agrees with us - it can
make us think that what we have said MUST be true (after all,
everyone else thinks so!) Our only compass for what is right and
wrong and how to live, the only person who should guide the
thoughts and direction of our heart is Jesus himself.

We need each other. The disciples were going to need
each other - BIG time. But the focus of that need was to
keep encouraging each other to look to Jesus.






Ever been in on something that you wished you weren’t? Anything from a slightly embarrassing
conversation to something that you witness or see and don’t know what to do with yourself - it all just feels
to hard and painful to take in?

We are getting to the tough stuff. Jesus knows what is coming
and he doesn’t go all matcho in front of his disciples, “The
Cross - HA! a mere trifle”. Jesus gets serious and honest with
his closest friends - this is the hardest thing he has ever done,
suddenly, Peter, James and John get a window on the painful
reality of what is in store for Jesus.

“Stay here and keep watch.” A watchman was someone who

looked for the enemy, who often kept watch until the morning,
= making sure things were safe, ready to raise the alarm.

At times, things are not amazing in our lives. Jesus goes to pray
0 and he is deeply distressed, troubled and overwhelmed - it is ok

to feel like this when we pray. Jesus did. Jesus knows what it
feels like to have nothing left and be almost despairing.

When you pray. Make it real with God - just as Jesus did in
@ front of Peter, James and John. God knows what is really

happening in our lives and hearts - so it doesn’t do us any

good to pretend we are “fine”. Be real now. Pray now.



Then he returned to his disciples and found
them sleeping, “Simon’, he said to Peter, ‘Are
you asleep? Couldn’t you watch and pray for

one hour? Watch and pray that you do not

fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the
flesh is weak.”

MARK 14:37-38




It is pretty classic to nod off when we are praying. If we are exhausted, had a “day”, feeling hungry, angry,
lonely, tired . . . then we are expected to pray?

Y

Jesus has talked at length to his disciples about the need to
watch and pray. The need to be ready! Look at these passages
(Ephesians 5:14; 1 Corinthians 16:13) and then read this bit from
Mark again.

“The Spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Watching and
praying is not just a physical activity it is also a spiritual activity.
Prayer and “spiritual” watching keep us ready to respond to what
God is saying and doing.

We are in a battle. It is a spiritual battle - not a physical one, but
a spiritual one. A battle for our hearts and minds. Paul writes
about it in Romans 7:14-25. This is why we must pray, this is why
we must be watchful . .. we cannot sleep walk through our lives
as Christians!

Have you nodded off in your Christian faith? Do you need
to wake up? Ask God'’s Holy Spirit to help you today.



Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it
and struck the high priests servant, cutting off
his right ear. Jesus commanded Peter, “Put

your sword away! Shall | not drink the cup the
Father has given me?”

JOHN 18:10-11)




There has got to be another way! Lets use our brute strength or our brain or our looks to get there.

Nothing explains to us why Peter has a sword. Maybe he sensed
trouble, but it is mostly an illustration of how much he has still to
understand about Jesus and the Kingdom. He knows Jesus is
King, he has declared Jesus as Lord - but Peter’s understandings
of what those things look like lead to this violent episode.

<O

“Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?” “The cup” is
Jesus’ reference here to the sacrifice he is going to make. Going
to the cross HAS to happen. Jesus must die.

<)

Do we fully understand who Jesus is? Peter declared him Lord
" and Messiah - he got a pat on the back and discovered some
things about himself in the process as we have already seen in
an early reading. Yet, he still hasn’t grasped HOW Jesus is going
to accomplish what He has come to do.

We might say Jesus is Lord. But, Lord of what? and Lord,
how? In what way? Where is Jesus’ kingdom at work in
our lives - are we fully His? In so many ways we continue

@ to learn and discover more about Jesus’ love, grace, power
and presence in our lives - | am still discovering things,
even as | have written these notes | have learnt so much!
What might Jesus have for you to discover about him
today?



Simon Peter and another disciple were
following Jesus. Because this disciple was
known to the high priest, he went with Jesus
into the high priests courtyard, but Peter had
to wait outside the door. The other disciple
came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty
there and brought Peter in. “You aren’t one of

this man’s disciples too are you?” she asked
Peter. He replied, “l am not.” It was cold, and
the servants and officials stood round a fire
they made to keep warm. Peter also was
standing with them, warming himself.

JOHN 18:15-17




Here we are then. We reach the first of Peter’s denials. Have you ever been asked “are you his friend?”

and you have replied, “I am not?”

Where it says “following Jesus”, it feels ironic here as we are
considering what it looks like to “follow Jesus”. Here it feels
embarrassing, they don’t want to be associated too closely with
Jesus - but they want to know what is happening. Peter has to
wait outside - what must those few seconds, minutes have been
like?

“You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too are you?” this could
be said with a whole host of different tones, we don’t get that
from reading it, it might have been, “not another onel!”, or it could
have been, “Surely not, you don’t look like one of his followers!”
What does a Jesus follower look like anyway?

You may never have felt like denying Jesus with a strong “l am
not” his friend, but we can just as easily deny him with silence,
or deny him by joining in with a rude joke, or laughing with the
crowd at someone who is being bullied. Do we feel mortified if
someone thinks we are a follower of Jesus or do we feel thrilled
that they might have noticed?

The rubber hits the road for us, just as it did for Peter,
when he was not surrounded by an adoring crowd (think
of how easy it can feel to be a Christian in a big worship
event) but by people openly hostile to Jesus and what He
was doing. Pray now for peace and courage to stand for
Jesus when it is easy - and when it is hard.



¥




Keep digging mate, no point stopping now - yes | know it is getting worse,
but what else are you going to do?

Y

In the narrative we have jumped between Peter’s first denial and
then these two, the skip was to see what Jesus was facing, then
back to Peter. It is a powerful contrast. Jesus composed and
calm, Peter shaken and getting cross and digging a bigger hole
for himself - especially as there seems to be an eye witness who
spotted him in the garden.

“Didn’t | see you with him in the garden?” Wow, this is a gut
punch for Peter - someone saw him in the garden! Saw what

a mess he had made of things - he hadn’t stayed awake and
prayed, he hadn’t kept his cool (instead he had attacked
someone) - and here he is, loosing his cool again. Will this night
never end? Then the cock crows.

Have you ever dug a hole and then it just keeps getting bigger?
Your temper takes you somewhere, your fear, your anger, your
pride? Sometimes we can just spiral and feel like the only way is
to keep going ... down.

Are we sad when we fail Jesus because we fail Jesus or
because we get found out? It doesn’t tell us here what
Peter felt or thought when someone said, “but, | SAW
you!” We can’t be caught in the act with Jesus - because
he knows all there is to know, confessing our sin is not for
His benefit - He knows what we have done. It is for ours,
to come clean, to own up, to say it like it really is. Take a
moment, then a deep breath - and tell Jesus something
you have been holding back on.



The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter.
Then Peter remembered the word that the
Lord had spoken to him: “Before the cock

crows today, you will disown me three times.”
And he went outside and wept bitterly.

LUKE 22:61-62




A look can say a lot. A look from a teacher across the classroom, a look from a boyfriend or a girlfriend
(that only the two people gazing into each others eyes understand!). A look from a friend when you have
let them down.

What is hard to imagine, and yet seems clear from the story here
is that Jesus is being interrogated within the sight and earshot of
Peter. Peter has had his OWN interrogation, the fate of the world
does not rest on it, but he has failed it all the same.

“He went outside and wept bitterly.” Now it comes back to him,
now he sees what he has done, the full extent of it - maybe Peter
also remembers all his fine words at this point (I will never leave
= you, the rest might but not me, | would never deny you, | would
die for you, not me Lord, NEVER!)

We might sometimes do things that we consider are so bad that

there is no way back. “l should have known better.”, we might

think. “l DID know better . . . but | messed up anyway.” Missing
the mark is literally what the word sin means. Sometimes it feels
as if we have forgotten there IS a mark.

What you have done, however bad it seems has already
been dealt with. The price for it has already been paid.

@ Jesus went to the cross BECAUSE this stuff happens, in
fact Paul says that, “While we were still missing the mark,
far off from God - Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Say
sorry now. Say thank you now.






We have jumped from that awful moment for Peter to one of astonishment for Peter - he isn’t really
mentioned in between. The focus has been on the cross and on Jesus’ suffering, what is taking place in

Peter’s life is out of view until he arrives, breathless at the tomb.

The context here is they have just heard unbelievable news.

Of Jesus’ closest followers - only two head off to the tomb -
obviously, one of them is Peter. Peter doesn’t get there first, but
he notices the other disciple doesn’t go in. Peter though - being
Peter - straight past and in to the tomb!

“Both were running”. This is just a simple thought, but -
sometimes there is an urgency about the Gospel, about the
good news - this was the most amazing news EVER. Whether
they believed it or not when they set off, they RAN because . ..
excitement? fear? a growing sense of joy that they couldn’t quite
take hold of until they got there?

Which direction are you heading in? Two of Jesus’ followers
RAN towards where they last knew he was. Dead or alive, they
didn’t know what to believe but they RAN to Jesus.

Whatever is going on for you today. Run to Jesus. In the
way you pray, talk to Him, spend time with Him, run into
his arms. Dash to Jesus, GALLOP there! No safer place
exists.



But they did not believe the women, because
their words seemed to them like nonsense.
Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb.

Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying

by themselves, and went away, wondering to
himself what had happened.

LUKE 24:11-12




Seeing is believing! Someone tells you about a stonking video clip of something amazing on youtube. You
see for yourself - but, in this age of ridiculous effects, do we even see what we see? Is it real? Paul says
that if Jesus did not rise from the dead then we are bonkers (1 Corinthians 15:14)

The women were the first to receive the news of Jesus’
resurrection. At that time, a woman’s testimony was not valid

in a court of law by itself - unless a man had also witnessed
what they had. Yes, pretty rubbish | know - but, as well as the
disciples still not grasping that Jesus was going to rise from

the dead, they now had to get their heads round the witness of
some women - but, this cultural challenge does not stop Peter...

off he goes!

“he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves.” That might
seem an odd very to focus on, but Peter goes and sees with his
own eyes, he looks in and takes in the scene. The tomb is open.
No body. What the body would have been wrapped in just lying
= there. Do we, like Peter need to see with our own eyes? Do we
believe the witness of others? What is it that means we “believe”
even when we have not seen?

You and | were not there when Jesus died and rose again,

but the gospels are so vivid with so many details from the last

supper to Gethsemane to the cross to the tomb and beyond.

The greatest event in history was also something that happened
at a certain moment in time with people - just people like us -
struggling to come to terms with what was going on. Peter was

just one of those.

We are also part of the great story. We are in what we

understand as the age of the Spirit, (we will get to this

in some readings to come), but as we are part of God'’s
@ family now, we are linked with Peter and all those who

have come since . .. ALL the followers of Jesus, part of

the family of God. Part of OUR family. Part of OUR story.

Wow!



“I'm going out to fish’, Simon Peter told them,
and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they
went and got in to the boat, but that night
they caught nothing. Early in the morning,

Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples
did not realise it was Jesus.”

JOHN 21:3-4




Well, thats it then. All done. Back to what we know. Safety of things we can do REALLY well - oh, we can’t

even do this any more!!

Y

| don’t know WHAT is going through the disciples minds at this
point. Jesus has risen from the dead - they know this. They
have seen Him. The bit before these verses says that Jesus did
many more miraculous signs in front of his disciples. But, even
with all that going on, Peter goes back to what is familiar, to what

is safe, to what he can get his head around. He goes fishing.

“I’'m going out to fish”. This is not the fishing that Jesus had in
mind. But, remember, Jesus HAS appeared to the disciples . .

. but has said nothing to Peter yet about what he did - denying
he even knew Jesus. Maybe Peter thinks he is done being a
disciple. Maybe Peter thinks that JESUS thinks he is done being

a disciple.

Have you ever thought that? Jesus is looking at you with
disappointment in his eyes, “you have really let me down” they
say? When we feel we are out of sorts with Jesus it can be a
tough hard time, but we don’t make it any easier pretending
everything is normal (our equivalent of just heading off to fish
like nothing has happened).

This is called the “Home” icon. Our place of home is with
Jesus - but sometimes we can feel miles away from him
because of thoughts, words or actions that have become
a wedge. Come home right now. Turn round right now.
Look up to Jesus rather than down at your feet. Know that
He loves and cherishes you right now.



Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to
Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter
heard him say, “Itis the Lord,” he wrapped
his outer garment around him (for he had
e taken it off) and jumped into the water. The
- other disciples followed in the boat towing the
net full of fish, for they were not far from the
shore, about a hundred yards.”

|
[

.-F'
g o
.
- s
—
o —
-

(JOHN 21:7-8)




Stuff this! There is Jesus - what am | doing here?

Y

Jesus does it again. The guy who isn’t a fisherman, shows them
how it is done. They can achieve NOTHING without Jesus -
even, it seems, what they could do before they met him (unless,
they were just always pretty rubbish at fishing). Peter is so
desperate to see Jesus he leaps out of what was probably his
own boat, leaving the others to drag in the fish, no walking on
water - just straight in!

“It is the Lord!” Someone else needs to say it, but when Peter
realises nothing else matters. He doesn’t care what the others
think leaping out of the boat as he does, half swimming, half
wading to the shore . .. all he can think, all he can see is “It is the
Lord!”

Sometimes Jesus so FILLS our view that we can see nothing
else. Even with what is hanging over Peter, his guilt and his
shame - he dashes TO Jesus rather than hides away from Him.
What do we do when we feel like that?

What FILLS your vision today? If the Lord were to appear -
at the bottom of your bed rather than on the sea shore, but
right there - within reach - would you rush towards Him?
Shrink away? How do you feel about seeing Him today -

in the lives of others, in your own actions and habits, and
words and thoughts . ..



‘Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” | tell you the
truth, when you were younger you dressed
yourself and went where you wanted; but
when you are old you will stretch out your
hands, and someone else will dress you

)

and lead you where you do not want to go.’

Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death

by which Peter would glorify God. Then he
said to him, “Follow me!”

JOHN 21:18-19
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Haven’t we been here before? Sometimes life with God can feel like we are re-living something all over
again, maybe we even feel like we are right back at the start.

What comes before this passage is a brief conversation where
Jesus reminds Peter of what he has done in denying him,

by asking him, “Do you love me?” three times. The first two
times Jesus uses the word, “agape”, which is about preferring
and loving unconditionally - Peter in his replies uses the word
“phileo” which is like the love of a friend (do you love me? well, i
like you alot...) Jesus is trying to help Peter see that the kind
of love He will need to follow him, and do the things he will have
to do (and Jesus indicates it is going to get tough for Peter) he is
going to need to love Jesus more than just a friend.

“Follow Me!” This is pretty much where we started with Peter,
but we are not back at the beginning - loads has happened in
between the first call to follow and this one. It is a call we might
receive many times ourselves in our journey with Jesus.

This icon is called, “compass” as | have tried to explore what our
direction is, which way are we going? When we first become
followers of Jesus we arrive at the cross - and we realise what He
has done for us - as we journey with Jesus we continue to arrive at
the cross, again and again - we need constant reminding of who
Jesus is and what He has done for us. The call to “Follow” is part of
Jesus’ encouragement and welcome and acceptance of Peter as his
disciple, and when we see the cross and see Jesus we are reminded
of his great love and great grace as we journey onwards.

Starting again with Jesus is not about going back to the
beginning. It is though, a chance to be forgiven (again),
cleansed (again), filled (again) and get fired up for the journey
ahead. No matter HOW many times we find ourselves back at
the cross it is always to help us more forward in our life with
God. Listen again, and here Jesus say, “Do you love me?”;
start moving again as you hear Jesus say, “Follow Me!”



In those days Peter stood up among the
believers (a group numbering about a
hundred and twenty) and said, “the scripture
had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit
spoke long ago through the mouth of David

concerning Judas, who served as a guide for
those who arrested Jesus - he was one of our
number and shared in this ministry.”

ACTS 1:15-17




Sometimes there is a time to make a stand or take a stand or just do something. You can’t be a passive

observer, something must be done!

Just before these verses Jesus has been taken up to Heaven
and the disciples returned to Jerusalem. They met together

in constant prayer. It is out of this atmosphere of prayer and
seeking God that Peter stands up and speaks. The numbers of
Jesus’ followers has been larger than the 12 disciples and it is
this larger group that is gathered when he speaks. He seems
to speak here with a new authority, with a sense of purpose

- maybe he is beginning to “follow” in the way Jesus was
encouraging Him to do.

“Peter stood up”. Someone had to take the lead, and it was
Peter. All that he is and all that Jesus saw in Peter when he
called him a “Rock” is beginning to take shape around what
Jesus called him to. Feed my sheep, was his instruction to
Peter at the end of John’s Gospel and - here he is - explaining
the scriptures, using God’s word to lead the followers of Jesus
forward.

What do you stand for? What gets you on your feet? What
moves you to action? It is important to consider this - God made
you, through and through. Your likes, passions, hopes and
dreams are part of an amazing creation called “you”. When we
give our whole selves to Jesus, as Peter was realising he had to
do, then we can do anything for Him.

Taking a stand begins with little things. Peter had three
years with Jesus as a friend and follower, Jesus was his
example, his model and his Lord.



“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised
his voice and addressed the crowd. Fellow
Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem,
let me explain this to you, listen carefully to

what | say. These men are not drunk, as you
suppose. Itis only nine in the morning! No,
this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel :”

ACTS 2:14-16




Being inspired by the Spirit, being filled by the Spirit and being asked to do something by the Spirit can

be nerve shredding! At the same time it can be amazing, to know as we speak, act, do that the Spirit is
enabling us - we know at those times that we cannot do what we are doing! The only way we can be doing
it is with God’s help.

A lot of background to what is happening here. First, this first “preach”
from Peter is happening at Pentecost. For the Jews this is the festival of
“weeks” marking a seven week period from when the Passover happens
to when the law is received on Mount Sinai (you can check those out in
the Old Testament ;-)) Jerusalem is FULL of Jews from all over who have
come for the festival. The disciples have just been filled with the Spirit
and people are thinking they are drunk - maybe because this festival is a
bit of a party, a bit of a celebration. The Jews are celebrating the gift of
the law; today we celebrate Pentecost as the time we received the gift of
the Holy Spirit.

@ “This is what was spoken by the Prophet Joel.” Here, Peter quotes from
an Old Testament prophet, go and give it a read here :: Joel 2:28-32.
-

Our guide, as it was the disciples, is scripture. They lived alongside Jesus

and saw him do amazing things - but they also heard Him refer to and

rely on scripture. Jesus did what He did in keeping with scripture and He

understood it like nobody else. Peter here relies on it, He sees (as the

Holy Spirit shows him) the link between what Joel said would happen and
what was happening right then. Why are these devotions through this
period of lent full of stuff from the Bible? Because if we are going to take
seriously Jesus calling us to “Follow” we must read, study, enjoy, know
and be inspired by his Word. The Bible is our map, the Holy Spirit is our
guide, being more like Jesus is out destination!

This journey through lent (day 35!) might be the only time you have
got stuck in to the Bible for a few weeks at a time. Cool isn’tit! |
have learnt loads putting these devotions together - but please,
@ don’t stop at the end of Lent. The Bible leads us to a place of
goodness and peace, as we rest in God’s word, read the story of
God'’s people (who are also OUR peoplel), trust in the promises
we find here . . . there is so MUCH more than the little we have
explored.



“‘Now a man crippled from birth was being
carried from those going into the temple
courts. When he saw Peter and John about
to enter, he asked them for money. Peter
looked straight at him, as did John. Then

Peter said, “look at us!” So the man gave
them his attention, expecting something
from them.

ACTS 3:2-5




Have you ever wanted someone to look at you and really see you? Look at me! It is the kind of thing little
children shout when they are doing something cool ... “look at me!!'” Look what | can do, look what | can
draw, look, look, look . . .

Y

A good time to be at the temple was at prayer time, this is when
people were going in and out - a GREAT time to beg if you

had nothing. In Peter and John’s day, if you were ill or sick you
were unclean . . . the gate this man was often sat at was called
“Beautiful” - the unclean, rejected and despised sitting outside at
the beautiful gate. Read on to the end of verse 10.

“look at us!” Peter and John tell the man to look at them, not
because they have something - but so that he can see that they
have nothing. Nothing of themselves that they can give, no
money that will ease this man’s suffering (but not take it away).
They have something more amazing and they give him what they
have - in the name of Jesus!

You may be cool, it may be that people do look at you and think
“wow, he / she is SO amazing.” It ma be that you think people
look straight through you and don’t see you at all. Peter and
John had nothing as far as the world was concerned - no money,
no power, no status . .. they weren’t the most popular kids, they
didn’t “have it all” - they had given what they had to follow Jesus
- and now, they were giving to this man from what Jesus had
given them.

When we pray, whether it is for someone to be healed or
that we have a good day or that we might be more patient
. .. we don’t then answer our own prayer by trying to be a
better person or make something happen - we are praying
asking God to come, asking God to heal, asking God to
grow His fruit in our lives. Without Him we can do nothing
- Peter and John knew this, do we know this? Do we live
totally reliant on God?



“Then they called then in again and
commanded them not to speak or teach at
all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John
replied, ‘Judge for yourselves whether it is

right in God’s sight to obey you rather than
God. For we cannot help speaking about
what we have seen and heard.”

ACTS 4:18-20




You do a good thing, an amazing thing maybe! God has been with you, something stunning has happened
and you feel pretty good - then it gets a bit rubbish. Not EVERYONE is happy about it.

Peter says something amazing in the verses before this, the Holy
Spirit is particularly mentioned because we are to take particular
notice of it. in verse 12 Peter says, “Salvation is found in no one
else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men

by which we must be saved.” BOOM. The no one else Peter

is talking about is Jesus, and these two - Peter and John - are

in serious trouble, they have been doing what Jesus had been
doing! Healing people and sharing the good news! They are, in
this passage, before the religious leaders to explain themselves
... how can you be doing this? It is only by the power of God (as
we saw yesterday) and they do not CARE what others might say
or do, they WILL do what Jesus has called them to do.

“For we cannot help speaking” having talked about Peter being
willing to stand up for Jesus, he is now speaking for Jesus - as
@ the Holy Spirit helps him, and - he cannot HELP it. He must!
Jesus has so transformed his life that he does not fear the
threats made, he does not seek the popularity of others, he does
not worry about the future.

We may not find ourselves in extreme circumstances - but, when
Peter was squeezed and pressured and threatened what came
out of Him? Words inspired by the Holy Spirit. When we are

squeezed or pressured or threatened - what comes out of us?
How we respond when things are tough is a mark of our trust
and our hope being in God - not in our circumstances.

We are on the last lap, a few days to go! Maybe you can
think of times when you have stood up, but have been

@ unable to speak - been unsure what to say, maybe pray
today - if that chance comes again, the Holy Spirit will give
you the words to say - as He did with Peter.



“Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. "Il have
never eaten anything impure or unclean.”
The voice spoke to Him a second time, “Do

not call anything impure that God has made
clean.”




Do you have a log in your eye? Something that blocks your view? Do you have a blind spot where your
own prejudice or a strongly held view stops you seeing things the way God wants you to see them?

There is LOADS to read either side of these verses - read the
whole of chapter 10 to get the full picture. In a nutshell, Peter is
struggling to accept those who are not Jews as fellow believers
and followers of Jesus. They don’t eat the same, they don’t act
the same, they don’t follow the jewish laws (most early Christians
were Jews, until the good news began to spread - especially
through the missionary work of Paul). What is interesting, and
encouraging to me - is that just before this passage where

Peter is struggling he has raised someone from the dead! Just
because we are used by God to do mighty things does not mean
we are not still learning and discovering new things about what
Jesus is doing and wants to do - Peter has to “deal with” his
issue with those who are not jews and welcome them in to God’s
big family.

“Surely not, Lord!” Do we know better than God? Sometimes
| think | have such confidence | could tell God a thing or two!
“You can’t mean that Lord, you wouldn’t do that Lord, maybe
you better let me handle this Jesus . .. you seem to be off your
= game.” Peter had a fixed view and he is taking time to budge
and get what Jesus is saying.

Do you need to budge from a position you hold? It might be
something small - you don’t like the fact there are new people
in the youth group, this isn’t the way songs should be sung, that
person over there prayers in the wrong way - THEY can’t be a

Christian can they? Maybe, there is a log in your eye, you can’t
see what Jesus wants you to see - because YOU have decided
how things are.

Ask God to open up your heart and mind, to give you eyes

@ to see something the way He sees it. Ask Him to show you
where there might be prejudice and wrong thinking - pray
for a right and Jesus centred attitude today.






We zip, for our last two days to Peter’s letters, written about the same time as the book of Acts, Peter has
been doing some AMAZING stuff for Jesus - what a turn around, and He wants to SHARE with others all

that God has shown him.

This is the opening of Peter’ first letter in the New Testament.
We think it was written some time in the early AD 60s, so
probably about 30 years after Jesus had ascended into heaven.
Peter wrote it to encourage the scattered church, to remind
them to persevere and to be a withess to the good news so that
nobody could say anything bad about them.

“a living hope”. These are precious words to those Peter is
writing too. Things are tough for the early church, there has
been persecution, there are people who aren’t teaching the truth
and speaking of things that are not good news. Peter reminds
his readers to focus on the living hope - Jesus himself.

What do you hope in? What is your hope as we draw to the end
of these readings? Where are you storing up your treasure - in
this life? Or, in a place where it will not go rotten, break, become
obsolete (be upgraded as soon as you have bought it!), where
the latest trend does not matter more than your closest friend
(that’s Jesus by the way).

Pray that Jesus would be your hope and your joy.
Whatever might come, that you could fix your eyes, your
dreams, your ambition on the things of God - that Jesus
would be your peace and your assurance of a perfect
home to come.



“So I will always remind you of these things,
even though you know them and are firmly
established in the truth you now have. [ think
it is right to refresh your memory as long as
[ live in the tent of this body, because | know
that | will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus
Christ has made clear to me. And | will make
every effort to see that after my departure
you will always be able to remember these
things.”

2 PETER 1:12-15




If you could only share a few things with people about Jesus and then that was it. What would you share?
What would they need to know?

This is near the beginning of Peter’s final letter. He is getting
things in order and sharing what MUST be shared, Peter is

never one to hold back - and he doesn’t in this letter - it is full of
passion, persuasion, encouragement, challenge and love. He
talks about memory and being reminded and remembering three
times in these verses. He himself is remembering what Jesus
said to him 30 years earlier as he recalls how Jesus said he
would die.

“refresh your memory” here, the meaning from Peter is one
of encouraging them to remember a good memory by the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Keep in mind, don’t forget, keep
remembering!

| think we can all too easily remember the bad stuff, remember
the rotten stuff and let that be our abiding memory of things.
Peter, like you and me, has stuff in his life he could recall and

it would not be good. He does not do that here! His JOY is

to think on and reflect on and remember Jesus. To know Him
AGAIN, by continuing to focus on Jesus’ promises, presence and
devotion to us that led Him to the cross - and the power of God
that raise Him (and us) to knew life!

We are here, if you have followed these through lent - we
are at Easter. Let your mind, heart and soul be refreshed
and renewed as you recall and remember the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus our Saviour - who calls us, along
with Peter and so many countless others as He says,
“Follow Me!” Let’s pray.
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