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rt t• r..-tn1"8' b•r• 1-n !Jan r'l"a.not.oo, bv.c• wind.• t011 aaun., "\h• Mat u u 
�h• akt•• tb•• .. l••• Arlt ■iour'ftlt1S f•rm••••••• 4••UI.• 1 h••• tulTeJ' tel\ auo•

pi•f, nor 'Nel'I at ■uoh • lo••• Bow 1 111•• hi■J lhlt. tb•t'•• • no h•lJ' tor 11,.

J tbilW of h1• •••11 tis,u•e, in tbOH Ui-•h boy �Ok'.� Dorta, lri"lo on•
b•d• f think ot the l'd.gbh J YH vitk bi• ■hen t'4 tlold; hl• band u.nUl h 

d•P• b•o•u .. b• ,, .. t■ut\1.1 of d¥1n, alon •• "Death OnJ.¥ co ... , "'•"7, wbHI

,-ou•r• ..ion•J" Jt ••••• be vae r1,tat in tb.&t. Poot' 'b■.bf • .bd. no• J)aJdn 1•

blao.k•ninB M• .. IIOrJ', ■a,tna- be "•• a 4ru.g &ddiot., or•-q, all in an aU••p't 

to Ht tb• FOu.nda to break th• will, lt. 1.a dJ.qu■U0&1 woru, it ia 4•llM.r■t• 

o:ru•li.1• 
Tb• vorld ,,1nka. 

I'• ott 10 do • '1'Y Pov on the ru.navay•• 1 leave todq tor 8&1.'1 D1•go, tto■ 

th•r• to fl'oxto,0. 

I ■1 .. :rou, 

I oan' t stop tldnk·1ng about 'Pean• in IO" •lHp he 0.0111H to •• and. 1 ••ak•

torgoUing b• ie d.•ad. and tbon, eudc1onl.,1 I re111&mber &Ad want to oey. lfoo 

auob al.road.,. 

I aa vritin&, eweet l'a-tt.,,, to thank 7w. tor letting ae N vUb you in Boaton 

tor ;your brother'o bi.rthd.q. J ttel Uk• pa.rt ot tb• taai� - torpv·o 1.bo pr►

e.uaption. l ui enorlJIO\l■l.r proud. ot lmodns 7ou, ot boing you.r trhnd., You ar• 

lib no o·no elM, benor, kinder, loveli•A, H I ha•• told yO\I Wort, -■11•To 

H, 

Ood willing, l' 11 be homo on the 9t-h. 

Love, 



t Dear notson:~ ~ 
Not onl will you be welcome on tho Coast but 1,nd,1,•u:a~e]111&n, 
1 

am J
4 

that you belteve as I 40 11n friendship aa----tfnob­
ilitygof the humaJI spirit, Wouldn t you know 1

1
4 put 1J1 in that 

rhetoric•l way? ~t you kJloV it means no lasa than 1r r put it 
in your var of the now generation to which 1 do not belong exce~t 

in spirit. 
I say you vtll be indispensable to me on the Coast because I 
have been screwed in Chicago, I am the quite, quite ravagodl. 
BUt I ' ve got this ras i ltent thing going for me and I am 
too ornery an old mother to let go, 
I am going to try to get one of those cottages on th• 

'"- Beverly Rills (hotel) grounds so tbat we can put you up 
C"'-.__!t you have no pad out there, then I want to meet your 

imerground friends, Would they take me seriously or 3ust 
say, Oh, that old rart1 And put me on? 

It v1ll not be easy for you to melt• your friends believe 
in me as for so m&nY years, I have passed as an establlsl ,. 
m.ent wriler because they preferred to see me that vaT, 
ne~er bothering to get the message at all. 

Last night at about two A, M, I phoned the director 
and told him to fuck ott. He has been telling me tor 
weeks that he is "a great director" . He never sees 
me without saytng 'I am a great director •. I told him 
if he vas even a ha.lf ass d1reetor tor stock be would 
~ not start directing that old Broadway corn­
ball Look Homeward 1. Angel" while "Out Cry" still 
needs almost daily air~ 

::rt ::1flet!~~~~~tt~~ ~~~; Monday afternoon 
111&teri•l about my/yo~th which I ::~ostathor the 
Is it in the mail? I NEED itl e you ere . 

Write me at Heverly Bills Hotel. 

, Your devoted pen- pal 
,. t 

---~(9,A'-'V1/'/-~,. 
I✓ - 'lt'ann. 

I will probably 1-e nth c we fly to the Orient 
9
e oatst only a week bef ore 

to Join us r - o ge cracki nl if' you want 
• - ' A (..~,_;:c 

I 

I 

I 



440 We■t End Averue 
f4eV York Cley 10024 

AugU■t 7 , t 971 

Dear Tenn•••-• 
1 

hope thl■ re.ache• yau ln tahltl-' before you 1 .. ve for Japan . 
1 d t knDW ,mat t~ tuck l• with the U S Halle, but God""­t.Mo■:rf ha■ not t>tr•&0hln8 you ln ca1U'ornU. nw Haaolra •• 
,,.. ■ent to ~ 1.n Chloaso, •• va• t:IW tf:~ artlcl• • 1n plenty 
of d.• to arnv• before ,au left for ■t • I belleve the 
real probl• la tbl Hot•l Aaba■eador• On ~J IIOl'ftln& I vl.11 aall Fred Jordan and h&V• hi.II ■en~ 
bl■ copy of tbl ,.._1.n aua-11 to tahltl• So, for God'• aake 
Tenn•••- MU:1 SURE TB£ ROtEI- TIJIIJIA HAS YOOR CORRECT FOIWARDlM 
ADDRESS AHi> EXPLICIT INSUUCTIO!IS THAT YOOR HAIL 1S TO 8£ FORWARDED 

TO YCJlJ DfCDJATELYI I resr-t ~t you left Loa AftS9tl•• eo qulckly, althaugh pereonally 
I r .. 1 lt 1■ 1,etter dl&t you are out of the State• and ■ ►w ■Q111811here wbn'9 you can g~ ■oae re■t and quiet• I thought you 
.... gotna to be t.n ca1lfornl• ror several aor• week• and I had 
planned an ooa1n& out to ... JOU• 1 had alao a■ked Erle Hann and 
Abbie Hoff.an to cantact you 1'lWrl the)' ht.t 1:he Coa■t• What the 
hell, ~ oan ... tbal wban you return to the State•• they'll 
be around aakt.na tbll &evolution. I vi■h ■o often that 1 had their 
■ln&l-tncledneN MCI~•• tbeY keep vorkln& at thlllr polltlce 
vmn the nat of u■ drOP fr• fattau• and dleaou~t• 

Ruth Fard, VIID l• a otoae frt.ena of ■t.ne • co••• back to Nev 
York frail Crete t.n a weke I will be delighted to ■- her. She le 
aolna to be 1n die road~ of tilt• "'f': PE~• A Ll:f\•• 
Sba need• tbe Wft• And bJ r Day ao■t o fl/1 ot lrien • vt.11 
1te back 1D tollll and lt van•t be so lonely here• God, what an 
■l■Pt.Y • ■r tbla bU been• I vu .. ved by havlng yau 1n tOlffl 
and .-tna ,. t.n Cbloaao• Yau fllled • lot of bo\ 'lovne•• t.n ., 
llf•• Jut nalf JIU are~ toO,~= acaahodJ el1e I love ~-- • e•-• -atalt Id........ ~Ina -r-■-1 
~~-i.1¥"1" l pt fllilldlad da f-dl U.. of ~ - aftli1e , _ _ .. q GIit .. Nik~ =-w· t M atlG1e f• ....... llt C ~!-- -11111.lell ...... w ...... Ill.DI.Ill• L:. ~ .. ,:; ......... _.. ...... r-., ... 1 . 
.. .. .. toWl.to~!'8~- _,..,. ==- _ _... .._ JW 1-, da -l• IID, l --• ■lat ID 

...._t::.,ff,. _,-,.. to Vla. Send • poat:OII\I•• a.t •~;" ■lNP• 

..- a. mab, •t regular, get ...-olN aiul Ilk•­
•.-. In nblle. I v111 ... you wr..,.. ... • ... to aur:l•• 





Dear rennessee, 

West 
440 IQQill End Avenue 
NeW York City 10024 

I have been up working on rt.y novel 
It ls early mornlns4rtiole on the Feminization Of The ~l:nt1 

trying to complete e.n
1 

have a lot of work here, a review for 
!or Harper ' s Bazaar, llln seone1 an article for Dflf\anoe 
the Times and one f

1
or Ro I :!f11 want something frort. you for it 

(1!' we do a fifth ssue , are willing), and one for E:ver ' 
80

meth1ng politic~• ;;
9
Yfn work, And despite the work (1 ~~e:n• 

I am up to my pre )y 
1 

would nuch rather be with you, l miss you 
wr1tln8• tennesfeebeen back about a day and I am already lonely' 
baby. I h!V~h~ywe dig each other, man, I think we love each 
for you, ink we ot a bell. of a lot of deep respect for 
~!~:r~t;~~•a; ~ and ~iters and revolutionaries, And I believe 
that lf either of us got tnto the shits, into the heavy troubles, 
I believe we would come to ea~ other fast, Aint 1.t great that 
we found each other, Hell, yes, You are right about Miss Woods . You should go with Lynn , She'll. 
take you on, And you are right about your play. It ts being sorewed 
by lousy direction and a role mt.acast and crappy staging, But 
that can be fixed. But what you wrote 1s tough, heavy- hung, true, 
tio goddamn true, lt is t,eautifut . That 1.a What I know, And I 
do not lie to a writer about his writing, I do no~ lie to you, 
Tennessee. We are friends, and friends do not 11.e, I got noth1.ng 
I want from you, man, I do not want bread or anythlng else, I 
just want: you as my friend, I think I got that. 

I speak to Dave Dellinger tomorrow about the possible rally 
1n October. I know you will be together by then because you wt11 
be needed by your friends, your friends protesting 1.n the streets 
and flshtlng underground against this fucking war and this evil, 
death-polluted, decaying System. You and me, we are the beautiful, 
clean, native savages hustling to overthrow an Empire , We are 
the flrst Christiana before they went to seed, We are Sparaacus 
and we are John Brown and we are Rosa Luxemburg and Joe Hi.11 
and we are Che and wo are Ted Gold and we are the kids at Kent 
State, We are life struggling, Tenn, fighting our way through 
that old bastard death to justice. We are t1fe and the future 
and we are going to wtnl 

Do see Eric Mann on the Coast, It would be good for both of 
you, And give my love to handsome Vic, He loves yru very much, 
Tennessee, As do I, 

' t:llil c: tic J wl 



September 1, 1971 

Dear Tennesee, 

Tried callin ou all yesterday but never connected. I really 
wanted to see ~uyand Victor before ypu took off for Key West , 
Man, don ' t we ~ave the good times when we give it out together \ 

I 
You missed some dinner at Kris Erickson "-The boy had gone to 

considerable lengths in his new $60 , a month apartment to give 
us a class A cake-eaters dtnner. It was really sad because he 
had candles burning and had spent the afternoon making a stew 
and had bought bad wine which cost too much and three different 
kinds of fresh fruit and too much cheese and had his real 11.nen 
napkins in little napkin holders and the borrowed chairs around 
the kitchen tablet and he was dressed in blue knit, tight, pajamas 
which showed about everything and brushed against your face, the 
basket that is, as he served the food, In addition to me, he had 
another guest, a hustler. Really nice kid, And after dinner the 
three of us sat on the bed drinking wine and talking about the 
hustler life and the losers crossing the line silently one day 
between buyer and seller, and about the risks and the w1..erdos 
and the bad times (about the guy he knows who has him blow up 
baltoons while the john masturbates watching his chest rise and 
fall with his blowing), and he turned on the color television 
and his friend took off on sO!lle kind of high (exploding plastic 
inevitable comes to mind,ZAPI) and we listened to records and 
it all began to fade 1.nto place, that night, Kris and the gentle 
easy talk of you, the deep fondness there, what was shared there 
we had together in the existence of Tennessee in the life, and 
no passes were made, no plans, ,lo hassle, no bad shit, no tough 
pois~. just a kind of DlJUlljtUX!'•™l!PI tender passage of time £le& 
in the room cluttered with his junk and his future hopes. It was 
lovely, Tennessee, I wish you had been there to make it' even better, 
At midnight I took him and his friend up to Third Avenue so they 
could go to work and I made them pay the taxi fare (that was a 
kind of laying down of rules, sharing the fare) and Krts1 friend 
slipped me a,lup on his way out of the cab and said Thanks to me , 
For what? Kris gave me a picture of himself to send to you, I 
have enclosed it, He likes you. man, 

The deal with the kid in Berkeley is unresolved Contact was 
never made, It may yet be, • 

And we still haven ' t gotten a hall for the Nov 1 rall y , Still 
trying, • 

I miss you, Crocodile, And I miss old Vic, Tell Vic that I have 
inh myh daysdand nights gone down on studs unmeanly I don ' t know 
w y e won ers, • · 

Sent Fred the poem , Write me sometime 
Oh , I ran into Don Madd • 

were in town , He said en at the West End Ba.r. Told him you 
was f ull of cow shit yAnoud shouild keep Audrey Woods . I tol d him he 

• so s she , 

LOVE, 



DeRr Little( ~) llrother : 
Ifere ,

9 
the corrected piece wi-th ri. page added - on hotel 

st~tionPry - to end it with. 
Now I w~nt you to think very seriously ebout the publi­
cetion of this piece. You ,id.rnit there will be a good 
deal of f l llk. r •11 be the t,irget bf it. Ifow does that 
help the movement ? Would it hel~ the movement for me to 
be f orced out of the countryr -which is n consequence that 
is possible t>.lld must be considered, not just by me but 
by you, too , if you are truly- my friend a.s I trust and 
believe you to be? 
I would h,.ve no reserv0 tions if I thought the writ ing 
was ~tal l distinguished.. 
I 1ve hed practictll'Y everything now, but the final axe, 
Qnd I feel like I •ve paid my dues and don ' t W,'lilt to run 
for Chri st on an unopposed ticket like President Thieu;.. 
The Christ idea is elitist. I feel much more ,.t home 
washing his f, et with my hair. 

I met 8ll important BulgP.rian actor in Paul Scofield 1s 
dressing- room :>..nd he told me thst "Streetoe.r'' W "IS being 
done in Sophia, BulgP.ria, and I said I 1d he~rd t hat 
Bl anche doesn ' t go mad bRok of the curtain and he sai d 
She does in Bulg,,ri a but not in Moscow and I said t hose 
Moscow oat s must h·ve · l ot on the ball to keep Bl anche 
in her right mind. 

Maria, her ol der daught er ,.nd I are flyi ng t o Paris 
lfhursday f or the French pr_emiere of "Sweet Bir d". We •11 
be at tt hotel C".ll ed The 'l'err<isse with Francois Sagon who 
t r ··nsl ~t ed t he pl ~y. Aft erwards , i f I can f ind fill 

attr1ctive traveling-comp~nion, I think I ' ll f ly down to 
1'uni s or MA.I'rAkesh f or a. rest as I am very tired ner­
vous "-lld l onel y. I t hink I paid a lot of· dues i~ Chi cago, 



Dear Tennessee, 

440 West End Avenue 
New York City 10024 

September 28 , 1971 

Eric Mann called today, thinking you were still in New Yor~. 
and wanted to know if he could come down and see you just to get 
acquainted•. I told him you ' d be back in about three weeks . He 
is sending you articles he has just published on George Jackson 
(Eric was one of the organizers on the Coast of ttle protests 
against the murder of Jackson), I told him to send them to you 
in care of IFA since I didn 't know when the hell you would be 
back in Key West, Ken Kelly has also been around. He has the 
sweetest disposition, He thinks very highly of you and kisses 
you, as we all do, By the way, I do not think he was planning to 
hit you for money, He said he wanted to ask you if you would be 
interested in writing for his new magazine next year. I said 
he should feet you out when you return. Also he didn' t like Cris 
coming by the City Squire since I think he wanted to go to bed 
with you himself, But what could you do with somebody that skinny? 
None of these Kids eat right, 

Mark Kluz is still with me, I really love him a lot , We went 
to a bunch of parties together, one was Mailer ' s movie thing at 
the Whitney , It was fun. Anyway, from what we have learned from 
Dellinger and Jerry Rubin, it looks like Mark is getting an un­
greased shaft on the coast at his trial, His lawyer aint too 
good, the man has made no attempts at getting a dismissal of the 
charges or a postponement of the trial, It is rather frightening 
considering the fact that in California they have indeterminant 
sentences and you can spend a lifetime behind bars (like George 
Jackson) for a petty "crime ," Jackson was in for years, as you 
know, for stealing $70 . Poor, beautiful Mark , how I pray he 
does not have to go inside for there he will be everybody' s punk, 
no angel survives, not with that face and body. He will be punk, 

I miss you very much, Tenn, The town seems so empty and dead 
with you gone, 

A reminders We need the Harper's piece immediately, The editor 
calls me everyday to find out if the rewrite has come from London, 
Please get it off to me right away. 

I love you, crocadile king! 



~CAMPBELL 

~ 

1431 
DUNCAN ST 

KEY W EST. FL, • 

> Dear Dotson: 
This i• Vic'• new stationa;y: I thought ywu6 Like ib: He'• also got us 
a movie camera and a projector and screen, Last night we saw Mae West 
and w. c. Fields in silent shorts and his buddies were there and he cooked 

IBM 
c,AFBI 
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a good dinner and he has even written poems, three o{ which are good enougn 

to be published, I think. 

It'• wonderful to be sixty and live with a child, those young eyes, young skin, 
and uncorrupted young heart. What the French call "Un doru<e", and at tbe 

most St'propriate time in my life. 

His parents - mother and grandfather and his sister, bis twin - have written 
him about tbe "Esquire" and tbey were wonderful about it, They said that he 
was living with a man wbo could teach bim thing• and whom be could give happiness 
to. It's made all the difference in him since it'• the first time they'd admitted tbey 

kn4'w about him and he bad {elt estranged and guilty. 

From my mother I got several communications, too. They were here waiting for 
me. She bas gone crazy again and enclosed a Christmas card, saying: ~Every day 
is Christmas in my life.' Her band was very s haky and she didn't seem to know 
whether she was in her suburban house or ii\ 'Tbe Retirement Home'. - ti think 

I'd better stop off to see her on my way North again. 
I do wish you and your buddy would come down here for a while, 1")U need a rest 
in the sun. You could come with Ruth or Tommy or anybody you wanted, 

.Enclosed is the piece. Now don't change it and don't type it yourself. 
Due to your alcoholism, I presume, you're inclined to aw£ul typos and this thing 

has got to go out exactly as I wrote it, that's the deal. 

I miss you badly. But I need tbis rest here now, Love to R o th and Tommy. 

/0 



October 18, 1971 

Dear Tennessee , 

This le going to be a long letter, There ls much on 
my mind, , 1 na th b The lees said about Victor e stat O ry e etter , There 
18 8 

certain appropriateness to its design ln that I cannot 
figure out what the fuck lt means·• IBM FBI PAD, CIA, etc, 
Ah, the workings of the telephonic mlndl I am glad he ls 
writing poetry, I would like to see it, And I envy you 
having the projector and the a,creen and the rest of it, 
In Xanadu the mighty l<ubla Kahn a pleasure dome decreed,, , 
Pools an<l breaking surf and carneras trained , while lolling 
passive on the beach, like a sunstrUck flower bending 1n 
the sun, your young uncornipte<I heart, And you invite me 
down, knowing I would fly there so fast tonight if I could 
leave this town for just a few days , But I cannot, The 
benefit concert still is nowhere near being organized, I 
am broke and being sued by creditors (but that has always 
been the case with me, Fuck the pigs!), My novel aches un­
finished while I go about smiling nrut trying to raise br~ad 
to end a war. It is absurd, Tenny'1.l_am ab.; the least ~ 
fitted to be a radical organizer ~anyone around, and that 
is what I have temP.orarily become by default, 

You were right iSt to be angry with me for knowing, having 
as a friend, Peter Glenville, But he has never done me dirt, 
Tennessee, never broken a confidenee, has given aid whenever 
aid was asked. But you were right, not because I was giving 
away movement secrets to the enemyttO Peter, who would pass 
them on over lunch to Bill Buckley, but because of what 
I think you sensed and resented• th.at is, that I am comfortable 
around Peter and others like him , I feel unthreatened by 
them, Maybe that comfortability arises from naivete , or 
from an anti-democratic, patrician elitism (The Nation 
once called me "The Patrician Radical), or worse, a real 
i nsensitivity to the actual motives of men, 

I4 do not th1nk Peter has any pernicious reasons for 
liking me. I th1nlc I am a nice enough sort to be liked 
for myself, without ulterior motive . I do not even think of 
Peter as a political person , not because he ls English, but 
rather because to be "polttical" requires a necessary degree 
of compassion , an ability to identify with victims you cannot 
see and still • be able to identify and fel!l their pain 
and distress as keenly as your own . That is a quality of 
sensibility which allows you to go beyond the poi nt of no 
return in the name of an abstraction (the Victims) , 1<nowl ng 
your journey to the other side i s probably both fool ish and 
futile, and yet you IIIJSt go in the name of uncounted 
v ictims of the very class to which you belong. Peter hasn' t 



that qual ity. He cannot i dent ify or act for people he 
cannot see . And yet he teela for them. Do not take that 
from him. Still i n t he end i t is the act which count s . 
That i s how we judge a man , not by hi s friends , not by 
hi s f eelings but by his acts . And if you are a wri ter how 
you act i s writing . It is that by which you are judged , 

I think you mistakenly felt that I was acting in bad 
faith wi th you in liking Peter, in having him aa a f r i end , 
Well, I have many friends, and so do you . Few as close to 
me as you , Tennessee, und atilt, in a wide sense, l have 
many friends and I cannot be charsed with the ..,-eight of 
all their crimes and friendships . I am rosponoible onl y f~r 
my relationship with them, nothing else . 

You said , do you remember, up in the room lat0 at ni ght 
when I came barging in all hurt and confused, fearing I 
had lost you, wrt to no purpose, do you remember when 1 
came barging in disturhin8 you and young Tony, and you 
said, "You let ht~ (Peter) touch youl" Thero was the cl it• 
stump of disloyalty. As you understood it . And I did not 
have a cent on me , late that morning, I had left Ruth off 
at her place and called ypu from n booth and thinking you 
had ru.ul8 up on me, spent my last thirty cents to get t o 
the hotel, and my pri de was such that leaving you at the 
hotel wi th Tony I would not ask you for thirty cents to 
set homo , I walked all the way . My pride was wo,..mded that 
bad . I would not ask you for car, rare , 

"You let him touch you. " What can I say, Tenneseee . 
Everyone touches me , and no one does . I haven •t had sex 
wl th Peter , or TollllllY or anyone else you know. Not with my 
f r i ends . For I am shy that ~-ay, or overabused to t he point 
of deathly fatigue, t o the point of physical boredom. Do 
you know how exhausted I em , T-mnessee? Yet I think r.iaybe 
in t hat sentence you were saying that I did not love you 
enoush or fa i r l y or at al l . That ls what hurt , how you coul d 
be so obtuse, so unseeing. Let me put it now in worde1 I 
love you mor e than I should, Tenny, more than anyone. I l ove 
you t o the degree of opening a l l my l i fe to you~.all my 
friends . I nuober you insi de the bl essed c ircl e (that i s 
what my father used to call the fr i ends of the Lord, the 
blessed circle. I moan it more modestl y) . I trus t you 
wlth :ny life . I woul d put my han._d in the fire for you, 
Tennessee . I shouldn ' t have to ~ ve that anymore , I have 
played it strai ght with you, honest . I have not pretended 
to be what I am not , 

What I am i s a wri ter. And lit tle el se . My politics, like 
yours , arise fundamentally from a belief t n the pathos of 
life , f r o:n t he desire to make justice in a world gone mad 
with oppression and death. That is an artist ' s i mpulse, 
the des ire to r.iake ris ht, to correctly order the world, to 
cope, to bring the scale s into balance. So I put off writing 
for a time to organize (I hate that kind of work, organlzationt) 
or I do not write a short story but a political piece in-
stead because it 18 more of the moment, And it 18 hard 
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to do for
1
were are stories and tales and plays inside me 

crying toi1J1"poken , ( I am getting melodramatic, and bathetic. ) 
And I keep tel11n8 myself that someday , when things are 
better and we have achieved a world of modeot justice 
BUffioient to know that: my fr1.ends are safe 1n it, I tell 
myself that 1n my awkward, clumcy, ego-tripping way I am 
doing all I can to side against thoee who oppress and nur­
der. my friends. I know I am not as good as most, but I do 
what I can do, Don't be hard on me, Tennessee, Don't be 
auspicious beoa•.1se I get mmx carried away at a party, or 
because I get tired and make bad judgments, Have a little 
patience, I dr1.nk and I get lonely and I want my friends 
around me and I do not want to have to look too closely 
at their political weaknesses because at that moment, when 
I am with thet11 feeling high and giddy and happy because 
under the booze I am so fucking down, at that momont I need 
them toomuoh to sit in judgment on their friendships or 
their petty vices , 

Now I have made many ml.eta.lees. I have made enemies of 
people I loved, 1n and out of the movement, But I think I 
have always tri~d to be a deeent man, to give the edge to 
tolerance, to defend those I love as I uas able, even to 
make a stab Wf 1n the defense of people thousands of miles 
from me, unseen and dying unlamented in forests we have 
poisoned, I do not want to be- a "good Geman" and keep 
silently plowing my fields wh.ile the smoke rises inexorably 
above Treblinka, I have broken silence. I know that because 
I love fun and attention and happy people and parties and 
handsome bodies and booze too nuch that people1who do not 
know me wo111 say, like Gore Vidal, "He is not to be trusted , " 
Well , I have never met your Gore Vidal and he doesn ' t know 
me, regardless of what ho tells you in Rome; what I know 
is that he is wrong about me. I, like you, have paid the 
dueR, not enough but it la not over tonight, the final 
chit b has yet to be counted, I w111 pay mo~, as will 
you. But I have threaded out my life a little for my friends. 
I have gone to jail and been beaten down rather than betray 
my friends, friends whose names I did not know, That says 
somethin8 for a man, It says this at least, that he would 
not give away in party chatter to Peter Glenville what he 
would not give away to the pigs, I am going on too long, 

I am goin8 to ask you to send a check for thrile hundfed 
dollars to Mark Kluz, the blond boy who faces trial next 
week , I am flat broke and tmable to raise the money. Mark 
t s the kid who brought the arti'lzle to you that afternoon 
at the City Squire and kissed you with Charles there, Do 
you remember? ll'el l, I know you do not have a lot of money, 
but if you can afford the three hundred send it to h i m risJ!lb 
away, He has to pay hi s lawyer . If not, let me know tmmediately 
and I wtll try to raise it elsewhere. 



Hi.a address , Mark Kluz 
o/. Nedd Takahashi 
1938-B Ch8Mln8 Way 
Berkeley, californl.a 

4 

I am touchy about hitting anyone for money because I 
do not like them to think I'm rippt.ng them off . But this 
is not for me, this is for someone on his way co jail for 
opposing tho war . He 1s your friend. too . He acts in your 
name , too. I'm sorry that your mother is ill. She reminds me of my 
aunt Blanche who used to wire flowers to herself and charge 
them to my father 's church. They woul d come on Sunday after­
noons during pr9.¥er meeting and their cards would be signed, 
To Dear Blanche From ••• the name of a movie star . She would 
smile shyly when they came, acting totally surprised that 
Cary Grant thought her beautiful . I was young ltkl!R , but 
ev~n then she was a little crazy , I remember when I was 
very small my father held a memorial service for Blanche' s 
husband . GK She had spent throe married days with hi.m and 
then he had gone off and been blown to pieces over the 
Pacific . In the fifties the Government finally sent her 
a flag and his dog tags and what was left. There were only 
about thirty people in this huge church and Blanche was given 
the flag and later she used it as a blanket on her bed, which 
my patriotic Grandf'ather thought was~ outrageous. 
That aint much to salvage from a lover , a flag . 

I sent your piece over to Harper ' s as written . I loved 
it. I am so proud of you, Tennessee. 

Tommy sends his love, as does Ruth and Gerard and Billy 
and my Jack. Charles Ford is back in town. And I am in bed 
with a cold and feeling depressed. That io un11.ke me , yesa 
to be down? 

I am sorry this goddamn letter is so l ong. But I miss 
you very much so I go on and on talking to you. I wtll try 
not to write this long again. It is a pain in the ass to 
read (you have r ead this far7) I want to come down in 
December and stay with you and rest, too. We both need it. 

I am seeing Billy for lunch Wednesday. I will give you 
a report . If I am well enough I will be going to the protests 
1n Washington this weekend. 



October 20 , 1971 

Dear Tenny-penny, 

Had a nice lunch with Oillyboo this afternoon at some s i 
restaurant where I had me a beef patty smothered in cheesew 88 

in a big hot oven platter like the kind you put on the f l oo~o~ 
the dog to lap. Sil ky Billy ordered bits and pi.aces of stuff or 
nibbled , ending up, like some elegant lady on a diet at the a

nd 

Runni ng Footman and eating pounds an once at a time , gobbling 
more food than me , He drinks red wine, Two glasses for lunch 
I thought agents only drank martinis in iced glasses . I had • 
me a gi ml et , only one , because I didn ' t want him telling you 
I was drinking a lot with you gone , drinking away lt)y lonesome 
soruows , so you'd feel compelled to fly back to Dotson to kw, 
keep him from boozing away his youth, just another bar fly aching 
i n the heart like old piano players tn gay bars for youth gone 
gone, tn the heart for the Crocodile , No, I'm keeping my lush­
life very secretlike. Otherwise you ' ll force me to join they 
to put the body in shape to live too long. For what? 

But you aint interested in that right now, you want to 
know what he discussed , Well, we talked about the anti-war 
benefit on the 6th (Billy wants to help) and about the comtng 
demonstrations . Billy , he don ' t know much about politics , a lot 
about movies he knows , but on politics he ' s a real clinker , Like 
he doesn ' t know Huey Newton from Fig Newton, Dum-da- dum- dum, 
(You want to know what my two favorite names are? Huh? UII~ 
Willy , And Tommy. Been in love with both the boys when I was 
a kid , Willy and Tonuny, Makes me think of/ autumn leaves wet 
on the grass .) ,flt..,,t.,~ 1 

We talked about you. He has some very strong leads on an off-B 
production this year, and a Broadway production next year , I 
don ' t know what it is all about exactly because names do not 
mean much to me , but I know he thinks Schlesinger will do TWO 
CHARACTERS in a year (don ' t mention that to Billy, Don ' t 1<now 
if I was to mention it,) And he has a director interested in 
doing a play of your this season off- Broadway, Now that ' s ex­
c i ting, All in all, I think we got ourselves a splendid young 
agent in Billy , He does you proud! He ' s plugging hard for you, 
Tenny, 

I said I would wri te you a short letter , So I better stop 
here . How I run at the mouth when I ' m rapping with you! 

Love, 

p .s. 

You know, baby , I miss you terribl y , And being down there 
on that i sland , thinking of you by the ocean , well , I mi ss 
the ocean too, I find it astonishi ng , the ocean , 
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Dear Douon: 

A single exposure to Miss Mary'e oew stationary is not enougb. 1 mean 
like this sort ot fantasy bas to be seen twice to be credited even slightly. 
About M'as M it has to be conatanUy remembered that ahe did not finish 

1 ary, . , d "M H l Ch 1 t · 11 

out her last term at that Tampa losutuoon e~lle •~Y• e Pa .r • ia.n 
but took to her heels like Cinderella at midnight, leaving a glau ■ lipper 011 

my future path. J recall your tookln_g at her and at me and t~en saying :Ba.aanasl' 
And I didn't know what you meantt Well, now 1 know and l wish that l d1dn t. 

Among her recent acqui~ itions ts a professional camera so big t~at she can 
hardly carry it, a movie camera with projector and screen and f.11.ms, mostly 
cartoons a stereo set with two big speakers (or the a:mall upsta1rs bedroom. 
Last nig~t J lost patience with her when she started exhibiting ber new equipment 
and I said, 'Don 1t you realize people are hungry in this worl~, that the-re are 
starving Americans in this world now ?4 She looked at me w1tb tbose great 
blue cow eyes and she said • not let the,p eat cake but 'l h,ave !un with this stuff.' 
I could have kicked her dumb ass. I had to drop two nembies to get to aleep. 
And I think b6w she took my cat to Miami and lost if and I wish that the cat had 
taken her to Miami and lost ber instead. 

Last night we had a big poker game here and tne bitcn won, although she pretended 
she didn't know bow to play. I thought with ignorance like that who needs luck 
• this TV Com1nercial writer co=e over with five degenerates and they dealt 
the cards too fast for me to see them. One of these degenerates was taller than 
you and with a voice like a moose-horn and called himself a queen. I said 'For 
Chrissake what do you mean a queen at your size with that voice?' And he said 
that he 'came from a broken home', He and Miss Mary won almost every pot 
and they were stil 1 at it when I went out to swim in the rain. 

Sometimes I wonder if I am a serious person, my life is such a continual farce. 

I enjoyed your letter . Baby, l understand your friendship with Glenville. After 
all, you need some light people in your life, your friends in the movement are 
naturally heavy. My problem is opposite . I need some friends who are heavy in 
my life since I h,ave spent my life since Frank's death with people who can' t get 
their shit together - except for Maria. In New York you and your friends in the 
movement have given me new air to breathe. That's the truth. I was su{focating 

for this. 

I don' t want to embarass you b":~ feel that you are a very serious person with 
heavy problems and 1 want you/start taking better care of yourself before you 
crack up. 1 am enclosing a cheque for five hundred and I want you to use the 



ext-.;-a two hundred to get yourself a membership at the West Side y and to 
start swimming or woTking out -~ three times a week at least. You need 
this as therapy to counter - act the h.e:avy drinking you do. Otherwise you will 
lose your resilience and your ef!ectiveness in the movement. This is a serious 
warning and it is given in time. So send the neceSK'lry amoun'fto Mark and 
invest the remainder i.n saving your ph ysical self • otherwise your U(e in New 

York is going to tear you down. 

l got a call Crom Billy Barnes last night: he is definitely planning an orr­
Broadway production (or me now which will give me something to live for 
besides Miss Mary' s electrical equipment which should include a chair (or 
her execution. Man, I arn annoyed with that girl todayJ 

l was so annoyed that 1 ca-me out here and wrote a long poem in memory of 

Frankie. 

Keep in touch, baby. 

Love, 

l {). 



October 29, 1971 

Dear Tennessee, 

I read the moat beautiful play last week, It has haunted me 
ever since. CONFESSIONAL by T, Williams, A powerful, wonderful 
play, How I envied you the genius to be able to give the world 
such language, 

I just~ got back from Waahington and the antiwar demonstra­
tions . I was jailed, along with Dave Dellinger, Rennie Davis, 
Father Groppi and about three hundred others, The kids are so 
young in jail, 18 and 19, fresh and fllled with hope and moist, 
silvery outrage, You have to love life madlyti( , in a kind of 
sensual rage, to hate death and wa:r; 19 so passionately, Tenny, 
I am so proud of having been allowdto spend a night in a cell 
with the beautiful, lanky, toueh, scruffy movement children . 
I tell you, I felt old l..nside, dreaming of a double martini 
and of taking all five of the boys, my cellmates, into my 
arms, They do this racist, this evil country honor it does not 
deserve, 

I am up . 

Thanks for the bread, I sent the thre~ hundred off to Mark , 
Part of my YMCA noney w~t for bail, But I'll still join a 
health club , Jack sayc the Paris swim club is perlect for me , 
It is straisht , I do not want to go to a gym with a lot of 
gays , 

I miss you, as does Ruth and Tonuny and everyone else . When 
will you be back? Ruth is very nervous about her play, God, 
please let it be a hit for Ruth , 

I love you, big crocodile man! 
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a bit too familiar and I am sure you mus} hav_e ~rr '?d-s, 1 ~.\>i!,9~1H'~", but !or 

.Jc9l lm'e at lfs qil\'te 'l't'e'iilr~6"elcliilflitint!s m"Jiintain air. The thing to remember 
is the thing the one thing that 2iv:es true stature ,and dW'}~t~..,to ~puma,n life 
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not easy. So many of the people come ·on like lunks and slugs. I was watching 
TV this a fternoon and a buncll of mv"c"Cf,Ult,!19~,'hd sma~~;-E~~were be 
ing interviewed on the subject of iThie 'Florid a Stat0•~i=mi:e' tax issue - and they 
came on so stupid and petty with seli-interest, the merchants warning the poeple 
that prices would be raised if business was taxed and you kne w that tbey would 
raise prices anyway just out of tbe cheapness and cupidity of their natures: 
their faces looked piggish and sly and corrupt. The difficult thing is to keep 
in mind that their corruption is impo$ed on them by 1lhe System's. Worse than 
all the physical killing is the mass-murder of spirit. And these people bave to 
b~ redeemed and liberated fr om themselves and the prog ram i s dismayingly 
buge and difficult, It becomes very easy, thinking of it, to abandon hope: but 
that hope is all that we've got: to give meaning to our live~, 

The bright side is the strength of our moral leadership: the blacks {"We're willing 
to do the dying,"), The unwavering resolution of Dave Dellinger and the brililiance 
of his mind, tempered by humanity. That quality in Abbie Hoffman that made me 
feel in the presence of a lh'bly man. And all of our true caring for each other. 
It really is, for me, a religious con version, my first one that is aaaieHy meaning£ 

~ 
We must be constantly on guard against finks and ego-trippers and opportunists. 
There are questions we mustn't even ask, information we must not have, such as: 
do we have an arsenal? Are we armed at all, in case it comes to fighting for our 
lives? 

I am not yet ready to know Weathermen or share their secrets, not because I can't 
be trusted but because it is mortal danger to trust almost anybody - the blacks ar! 
right about that. 

So ends the serious bit. 

A few jokes now, Miss Mary is on the road in a rental car with Gigi: called me 
from up-state to say she had takeu a wrong tultn and strayed into an army camp. 

"!fas. n_o~, in ~ "rest-area" - prob/ably having been fucked by the whole camp, "H 
18 G1g1 ?' -''Right here in the rest area,, tj 

• 



Night before last she opened her wallet to look for her driver's license and ID card 
and I saw this letter with a military stamp on i t. I asked her what it was and she 
said "Oh, this is just a letter that shows I"'tn exempt from service." She was 
a bit reluctant to let me read it, and no wonder, since the "psycholiargist" stated 
that she had "failed mental tests". She :Said she gave a wrong,,agJ)"f:n .io a crucial 
question. The psychologist bad asked her would she be able to kill in self-defense if 
she had a weapon. Her answer, sn e sa/.fl, was ~•(t(,hoJ~nl A,C!~'efCr§!l? gj,d· not under­
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Dear Tenn, 

440 West End Avenue 
New York City 10024 

November 2, 1971 

Again I am indebted to you, But we're friends, right, and 
I ' d do the same for you. It ie too bad that Sara was hysterical 
on the phone __ you ' re not the only one she called to get me 
out of the can -- and I don ' t know where she got your number 
but I don ' t suppose it's all that hard to get, The only way I 
can explain Sara' s urgency in calling you (for it doesn ' t seem 
all that much a big deal to spend time in the clink, at least 
not on this occasion) was that when ever people are arrested, 
radicals, heads, kids, whatever, there is always those long 
hours before any news comes out of the jail about how they 
are being treated , and if their friends don't immediately start 
putting pressure on the pigs for their release, if the pigs 
think no one knows or cares, it can be very grim inside, That ' s 
why when people get popped by the pigs everybody tries to marshall 
support immediately, to apply what clout we have. 

I just want to remind you of somethings when you are hit for 
k¥ money or whatever by anybody, whether you know them or not, 
claiming to need it for some movement cause I think it would 
be a good idea to clear it with me. Just to protect yourself , 
The j.:l' are so goddamn many demands made on all of ue for eo many 
reasons that we have to give according to some priority in need. 
None of us have much money or time so it is important that it 
go where it ' s most needed, For example, I don ' t think SUNDANCE, 
that magazine Ken Kelly and Craig wanted you to contribute to 
is of first rank importance. The money could be better used 
elsewhere . And, too, I think you are doing your share at the 
moment on the benefit on December 6, Maybe more than your share, 
And that success of that benefit will have a significant impact 
on the entire movement , Okay? (The only exception, if I am ever 
in the pigpen again -- I hope never again! -- and somebody 
calls for a little bread to spring me , don ' t say, "Well, I 
got to check it with Dotson first!" Ha! Hal I ' d never make 
it to a phone!) 

I am going to Ruth ' s opening tonight of The Grass Harp, 
I'll tell you how it goes, She le very nervous about it , I 
pray , for her sake, that it ' s a hit, 

Tommy went to another orgy and came down with the clap , Had 
to get a shot to clear i t up, Serves him right, He ' s turning 
into a sex f1endl 

I sent Mark Kluz the money. His trial has been postponed 
until January 3 , It doesn ' t look too good for him, He faces 
t wo years to life, Poor, tough, beautiful man , 

Billy said he wants you to come to town on November 22 for 
the week to work out details on the play production , Great! 
You might , as well stay here until the benefit then , Anyway , 
unless its impossible, we want to schedule you on the Cavett 
Show and the Frost Show during that week (the week of the 



22nd). You and I will go on together and talk about the benefit 
and the war and the role of dissent in the United States. Nothing 
heavy or too radical because that scares away people, I asked 
Billy first if he thought it would be good for you;(to appear 
on the television that week to talk about the benefit and he saia~ 
that it was a great idea, that it would give you some different , 
and very serious exposure and would help with the play and stuff, 
Well, it certainly would help the benefit and the movement, 

I miss you, Tenn, Did you get my letters? I sent them a week 
ago to Key West. Tc,ffand me, we want to come down to where ever 
you are like a day or two after the benefit, We need rest really 
badly, and we both can relax with you and have fun and good 
times and things. 

Once again, if you get hit for bread let me know before you 
shell it out. I just want to protect you on that. 

Abbie and Anita,and Dave Dellinger and Betty,and Ruth, and Sric and 
Tommy, and Jack, and Mark, and the Big Dot send their love, 

Love and power to you, 

P ,S , 

Give my best to Victor, 
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t'tt".r Big Dot: 

Ila I.I'll fin•,lly Glor< or less settled in tho Franc• Quu-ter t. ere •nd it'" gre t to 1M1 
b"ok in 111,Y old bPilirlck. lfo are in " little house , pink, on • rsi'tieh et'reet. llben 
we o pen the front shutters in the morning there i• usually~ vino epr.a,,led on tbe front 
s teps with "Jl empty bottle of whi to port bosido him. Thie hou.:,e is t,,,,rwr-r.,, we Otte 
llloving into e 1 r gor one n .. xt door rlth two bedrooll!I end o kitchen 1Suit•blo to 's:/ 
oulinrry rrt . I am s1'inul>ing dnily , t an nt,lll etic club e.nd w lld.q tbe etre,ets in the 
wonderful weether •nd making Pttr ctive new friends of the new youth, bothered by 
nothing but inso11111a. It ie now aix , . M. ·nd I b ,ven •t sl.,pt . 

"'odny we !.i:'. " wonderful new film, J,>e 1!!11, •bout one of the originr.l "wobblies", 

executed ~t n bum rep in 1915, 

We don •t hr ve ·" telephone yet , Billy B-•rnee wired me to call ltilll •nd I did from 
,._ f i:tend '" house nd I P.m hpppy bout the va,v the off-Bro •dwny show is eh p'n up. 
lfe now br·ve l)roduoers, one of whic" oo-produced "R~ir", they w-nt to open here in 
New OrleMs for tvo 11eckB in J nuary, t~en t oke it to Uew York. I h•-V< written a 
codn to t it" pl ay that I think rill g ive it "Il u;,--be·-t curtAin: it involves t-.o 
long--h1'1rs, ,,, ddling e ,new pnper c 'llled "'l'h.e Light Underground• b,u-efoot nd rndiant. 

SU8"r , I must •us h my work throtl8h t h" .,edi A befor9 I pw,,) th9 movement. It -ervee 
both com~itments muoh.~ bettter. 'l'bere is n matter oft strntegy, explottd by 6ke op­
position, "'-ioh we h.9Vb t o counter with " no•ier strategf of olli' on. I must be 
rehabilitAted e~ n pl e~ight b9fore I o en offer much wwer to the mov9ment. 
I i;Jrink I know th9 proper apnro oh to TV. I must come p,:i·"'t-he t~lk-shows 0 s " 
writer with int en!le dedio,•tion to honest writing before I cen come en with 
'l?l Rg~es ive poiLitival push. B·by, I .m wise .•s "shit-home rat and know wlr t 
I •,!,Id oing. You will he• r e.nd see. l'' e 8ot noliti cs in my blood and you ;31ov 
th.At I cllll use it to both l'tdv nt.,gee if I d~ it my ,re.y, 

I cen•t get to New York'till the end Of November I•vo got to get in condition 

for the c ,, thedr 1 bit. 

d'ter t hqt gig,, you and To911cy' and Ruth ~nd I come South, nrobably to Key " est, 
t or rastordion. There hlU! to be a retreat to gather new force. nd fun,i' nnd g'll!es. 

Stock .,,,o.rket dro pped 23 Points i n two de;r-,: plihse two b •e ph'lil~eed its"1f out: - they •re 

cracking, love.• ~-~ I 
---~_:' ~ --



PLEASE CHANGE YOUR MIND. I KNOW WE HAVE ASKED SO MUCH t!. OF 
YOU ALREADY, BABY ALL OF US ARE ASKED SO MUCH 

r tl,...i~ • 
PLEASE nL:GE YOUR MINO. BILLY ANO I WERE SUR£ YO\J WOULD 
COME UPiI,KNOW YOU HAVE 001\lE .... MUCH FOR THE MOVEMENT, N. 
~. WE ARE ALL ASKED TO DO SO MUCH. BUT IF WE 00 NOT 

ACT TO ENO 1111e WAR AND RACISM THEN:..ib HOW WILL IT EVER 
END. fl ! iS E I WPNCS 20o it ii!tfB. '1l%XU THE FROST SHOW UlD7 
ON THE 24 AND THE CAVETT SHOW ON THE 26 ARE ESSENTAIL • 
TIW 'IQ>'oi Ltf<I ! I iiDell a'PIAAGK. WE CANNOT GET AIR TIME WITHOUT 
YOU . WE ARE COUNTING ON YOU, YOU WILL NOT HAVE TO TALK POLITICS 
ON TELEVISION? IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO , I OR DAVE WILL DO 
THAT. DAVE AND RUTH AND Tot1MY AND I HAVE GIVEN OUR WORD KNOW_ 
ING YOU WOULD NOT LETO US DOWN. WHAT CAN I SYA TO MAKE 

YOU CHNAGE YOUR MIND. THE TRUTH IS WE NEED YOU HERE . THOSE 
WHO SCHEDULED YOU ON THE SHOWS ?f~- I& N&iE OP PEOPLE~ 

e0,"1,l'J:Hlll IN THE~AME OF . OVEMENT WILL LOOK LIKE LIARS 
AND FOOLS IF lClll! ,t0 SAf~ CANNOT GET YOU 

TO THE SHOWS WHEN GAVE WORD YOU WOULD BE THERE . 
AND THE MEDIA BLACKOUT ON TH~TIWAR MOVEMENT WILL BECOME 

WORSE, PLEASE PLEASE CALL ME, PLEASE PLEASE CHANGE YOUR 
MIND, SO MUCH RESTS ON YOUR BEING HERE, WE ARE ALL TIRED 
BABY. AND WE ARE A LITTLE FRIGHTENED roo. IF YOU ARE ANGRY 

WITH ME FOR SOME REASON PLEASE 00 NOT LET IT KEEP YOU 
FROM COMING TO NEW YORK, I KNOW YOU WILL NOT LET US DOWN 
I~E~ ' 
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Dear Crocodile, 

440 West End Avenue 
New York City 10024 

November 15, 1971 

This will be short because it h.as to get to you fast, 
We (the Benefit connnittee) has scheduled you on the Midday 

Show (a local New York show) on Ne-qember 29, On the David Frost 
Show November 24, And on the Cavett Show, Novemer 26 , What will 
you do on those shows and what will 1.ou talk about and with whom 
will you appear7 On the Midday Show (the local television show) 
you will appaer with Dave Dellinger and me, You will talk about 
yourself, your work, your new play, and, if you wish, about the 
benefit concert on the 6th, You will not have to talk politics, 
That Dave and I will do, but we will do its quietly, subtlely , 
for we are trying to reach a largely unconnnitted audience . So 
we will talk about how the war continues, and how peace is to be 
made, That is all we will talk about, peace, 

On Frost, you will appear with Ruth or me , Yoy again will talk 
about your work, your new play, your life, whatever, Youi might 
mention the Benefit, Then Ruth or I will come on and discuss 
the benefit and why we are doing it, because we want the American 
people to remember the war, It is convenient for some people to 
make us think the war is nearly over, We will be there to remind 
our countrymen that the war continues, that 160,000 Vietnamese 
civilians will die from American bombs this year whether there 
are American combat troops or not, Again, we want to keep it 
subtle and understated, People are tired of war, The, want to 
forget it exists, They must be remindedg gently, 

The same on Cavett, where you will appear probably with me , 
(I didn 't t choose the people you would go on with , We gave the 
shows a list and they chose who they wanted), 

Now why are these shows important? They are necessary to us 
because they will help to make the benefit~ (and thus the 
program,! of the movement) news again, Secondly, because they will 
provide us access to the media , There is a television blackout 
on the movement, Abbie and Dave and Rennie cannot get on television, 
The only way we can get a show to, bring up the war for discussion, 
however briefly, is by saying , if you want Tennesee Williams to 
appear (and they allt do) then you must also have Dotson or 
Dave or Rennie to talk about the movement and its plans for this 
election year, and about the war, So they agree, 

Now we have gone ahead and booked you on the shows knowing (I 
hope correctly) that you would make yourself available i.n this 
way, So we have given our word to the shows that you wpuld be there, 
We did not say you would rail agai.nat ~he war or talk about 
the movement , You are not expected to , But you are the key that 
opens the door in the,media to the movement. And if you now say , 
Leave me alone, I don t want to be connected publicly with you 
people, I won 't go on,,,well, then we will have to call the shows 
back and say we we ' re lying or mistaken and they will think we 
are fools or worse, They will never let us on again , 
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I have t ou at once, Pleaso call me, baby• If rou 
refuse to do the shows and I can ' t believe you would do that) 
then I have to get off my ass~ and tell them it was all a fuckup, 
And if you are coming for the shows (and I assume you are) then 
you have to be here the evening of the 21, and that is very soon, 

Once again, you don't have to talk politics or movement shit, 
But you should talk about your play, I discussed this with Billy , 
the idea of your doing shows for the benefit committee, and he 
thought it was great, that 1 t would be very helpful in terms of 
building your work, that it would make evident to the country 
that you were vital and active .and deeply involved in life, with 
the young and the future, and that you cared deeply enough about 
the death of young American boys and younger Vietnamese children 
to speak out in public against their murder , And that is What you 
will be saying, if you like, on the talk shows, That on the 6th 
you will speak out against murder of the defenseless and the inno­
cent. Please do not let us down, baby, It is very important th.at 
you do the shows, that you give us access to the media , We are 
in a bad way, discourage and tired and isolated, and it is important 
that the energy levels in the movement are hJ,rPed up, That the kids 
feel strong and masterful and handsome again, And your appearance 
on the shows Will help to raise those energy levels, For by your 
appearance then, strengthened by your tal~ ~t the C~thedral, will 
tell the kids something it is necessary for them to know• that they 
are not alone, That, yes, Tennessee Williams and a number of other 
almost mythic adults care enough about the war and about their 
struggle to end it, care enough to say so in public , And that is 
all it takes from you on the television, Somehwere in your talk 
about your work (and that is most important) you indicate that 
you too dissent from the war and are doing what you can to end 
war and racism. That is all, Just a word coming from you, 

Okay, I will expect you here. I love you, Tenny, I don ' t often 
understand you -- well I guess I most often do -- but my love 
for you is deep and growing. 

I met Gore Vidal last week at a party for Screw magazi.ae , He 
called me a "cunt," I will write you more about it , 

Ruth Ford ' s play closed the Saturday after opening , She was 
really depressed by its closing, I feel so sorry for her now, 
She needed the money and the work very badly, 

PLEASE CALL ME IMMEDIATELY, STAND WI TH US THIS ONCE , BABY, 
ON THIS TELEVISION SHIT AND WE (I) WON"! DO IT AGAIN TO YOU It 
can ' t hurt you in anyway , It can only help you , Billy agree; , 
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STATEMENT BY 'rENNESScE WILL I AHS 

l!iuuiRRirriN~G:TTHHee 1GGlf!•rJTT--ir1,+;~.J).U....a.a,_wL3-,....J.US.:t...1l.E.l:JJE~R THE 

OF " STREETCAR ," THE P . R. MAN FOR THAT 

ME A " WRITE-UP " 

THE MEDIA , 

THIS P.R. MAN 10 THAT THE MEDIA RE ESPECIA LLY 

CURIOUS ABOUT MY NAME, TENNESSEE, OW 1 uOT THAT NAME 

AND ll'HY AND FOR WHA l' HONE IF ANY. IT WAS AS 

IF THEY SUSPECTED ME OF "H or " OR OF HARBORING 

A BLUE- PRIN OF ITS SEWERS , AN A PENTAGON CODE-BOOK 

THE TRUTH ll'AS SO IN AND SO AGREEAB TO RECORD , 

HAT MY PATE RNA FOREBEARS , THE WILL IAMS AND 

FEAST TENN SEE, HAD BEEN ANO STILL ARE THE 

FENDERS OF STOCKADE · 

SIDES STI L, 

IF SOMEONE SHOULD ASK ME WHAT MY 

POLITICS ARE I WOULD ANSWER THA.T I AM A HUMANITARIAN , 

HOWEVER, NOW, I AN NO LONGER CERTAIN THAT IT IS 

ENOUGU TO BE HUMANITARIAN AT HEART , EVEN THOUGH I KNOW 

D.u. l I 



TEUIIESSJ::I: Wll.LIAl.fl - 2 

TO BE l!UMAIIIT ARIAIi AT IIEAl1T MAKES A WUl QUI'n: S\fBVE!lS1VE TO THE 

PE!l'!AGOll! S ICED EYES, 

Wl!AT I FEEL, !ICYil , IS TIJA'.l' AME!lICA 'llll:: B:t:AIJTD'IJL IS SICK 

WITH KILLIIIG .. , 

WE ARE ALL DISSENTERS NOW• AllD TID: IIE/a IS Oll . 

Tffl8 lS ! 

HEARD IN OUR LA!ID, AND 

TREG ~ TOBE 

'--TI\lel!~:11:1'::EIOOT 'l'IlE TIME FOR SUCH VOICES, IT IS 'I'llE 

TIME FOR TBE VOICES OF DISSENT TO BE HEARD Ilf ALL LA!fOO. 

THESE VOICES MUST SWELL IN NUMBER AllD Ilf VOLUME Allll ROT 

llE REPRESSED BY TERROR OF "PMRIOTIC" REPRISAL. 

YOU DON ' T HAVE TO SPELL AMERICA WITH A "K" TO KNOW 'i11iAT 

CONDITIO.n ll .l.S IM. IT IS DISEASED WITll INTOLERAllLE INEQUITIES, 

RACISM Al!D !If.JUSTICE, DISEASED WITH THE CUPIDITI OF THE PRO­

FITEER-IldPERIALIS.ti, 

THiliGS HAVE GONE TERR.IBLY- WROWG WITH 'l'!IE" AMERIC.AN WAY . " 

WHERE I AM AT TODAY IS WllERE ALL OF US ARE: IT IS JULY 14, 

BASTILLE DAY IN OUR LIVES, OR THE DAY JUST BEFORE THAT. WE ARE 

GATHERED AT THE GATES OF SUCH. BASTIONS OF PIG-DOid AS ATTICA 

Arm SAN QUENTrn Mf> l'RAC.IlCALLY ALL OTHER "COREECTIONAL IN­

STITUTIOJIS" m THAT COUUTRY , ONCB SHINillG WITH HIGH PURPOSE, 



'J.'E!mESSEE WILLI.AMS - 3 

WHICH HAS BEEN SEDUCED AND CORRUPTED BY WHAT WE KNOW AS TIIB 

SYSTEM '.00 l'Hh f'6ffll' ll!IFPE ITS NAMr: IS OFIPI SPE!LFD --\fl:'ffi A> 

> ':(K" AS KAF'RA $PETTED Ii' . 

THAT ' S WHERE WE'RE AT AND WE ARE FACING THE STATE-TROOPERS, 

ffl6E tRE!A'ruRES FROM DARKER SPACE wH0S£ FACES ARE APPROHUJl:l:Ett 

MASK.Eli TO GIVE 'MEM 1'HE LOOK OF VIC?UUS illSEe'l'S. 

MORE TliArl ORE smE CAN CRY "CHARGE! II AllD SORELY THE SIDE 

WITH LOVE FOR AND FAITH DI HUMANITY WILL FDiALLY PREVAIL OVER 

THOSE WHOSE FAITH IS ONLY IN DEATH AND WHOSE LOVE IS A WST 

FOR BLOOD. 

AND THAT FAI'l'H AIID LOVE OF THE ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT FOR HUMANITY• 

THAT LOVE IS WHAT BRINGS ME NEXT MOIIDAY IfIGBT TO THE CATHEDRAL 

OF ST. JOHN THE DIVDlE. I WILL BE THERE TO SBEAK AGAINST THIS 

IMMORAL, IMPERIALIST WAR IN DIDOCHINA, AliD AGAINST THE PRES!- , 

DENT AND Tl:IE GENERALS, AGAINST THE BUSlllESSME!l AND ~~ 
WHO WAGE IT. I WILL BE THERE TO STAND WITH MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

IN THE MOVEME!l'l' AGAINST RACISM, WAR AND OPPRESSION . THERE IN THE 

CATHEDRAL WE WILL MAKE A NEW BEGINNING IN THE STRUGGLE TO END 

THIS WAR. 

MR. NIXON WANTS us TO BELIEVE THAT IF HE WITRDRAWS'm.ouGH 
I 

COMBAT TROOPS, JUST ENOUGK TO CIWlGE THE COLOR OF THE CORPSES , 

TH.Qi THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL SUPPORT THIS WAR. THEN HE WILL 

BE ABLE TO BOMB AND MURDER DEFENSELESS VIETNAMESE , LAOTIANS 

AND CAMBODIANS WITH IMPUNITY. MR. NIXON IS WRONG. WHAT WE ARE 

SAYING NOW , AND WIAT WE WILL SAY ON DECEMBER 6, AND WHAT WE 
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XI 

WILL SAY TRIS COMING n.AR IS 'l:JIIS : RICHABD NIXOII , YOU RAVE 

ONLr TWO CHOICES - rou HIST IMMEDIA'l'ELY END '.l'IIE WAR OR Tl!E 

WAR WILL END YOU . 



Dear Tennessee . 

440 West End Avenue 
New York , N, Y, 10024 

December 28, l 971 

I tried calling you Christmas from Cleveland to wish you 
my love and the rest. Ruth was with me and we were both lonely 
for yob. Victor said your mother had fallen and broken something 
and you had gone to St. Louis to see her . I am terribly sorry 
it happenerl, and I hope she is better , (When 1 got back 80me 
I saw a note saying you had called Christmas 81/e . Thank you , 
baby) . Ruth and I went to Cleveland to spend the holiday wtth Bunt 
Shetelove, who waR there for t:he opening of No, No, Nanette . l:.'ven 
Newark is moret interesting than Cleveland . Ruth and I went 
crackers in that town, To begin with the hotel nearly burned to 
the ground Christmas Eve and the management called everyone to 
evacuate the hotel. Everyone but Ruth, whom they apparently 
misplaced. She slept through it, The lobby newstand was gutted , 
and when it went it took with it ou.-contact with the outside 
world, our reading matter , cigarettes , candy , etc. Now the 
candy was important because t'.heye was hardly a restaurant open 
in town , .it 1.east none which would clear the New York Board 
of Health, and the hotel ' s room "service" closed nt 8 PX, the 
bars at 9 PM , the television was nothing but Christmas carolers, 
and you had to taxi to the suburbs to see a movie. God, was it 
grim! Ruth brought along a bottle of vodka, which we consumed , 
and Jules had acme grass , which we burned , and then we spent 
the three days telling the same old stories to the same old 
people over and over again . Christmas Eve there was a cast 
party, more 111<.e a wake, where Ruth and I sat and watched as 
two-dollar presents were given to each and every member of the 
cast and crew, along with a nJJSRlDl response from the recepient 
things like, "Ohhhh, I ' ve always wanted marble paper weight!" 
June Allyson was there with her kids . Jesus , is she short! The 
chorus boys were homely , swishy , and arrogant . And everyone was 
told to stay out of the streets because you got knifed tn them . 
Only thing memorable that happened was that Burt had his luggage 
and a book stolen from his room , along with some of his money . 
And, of course, the lobby burned . What was good about the trip 
was being with Ruth -- we had a grand time laughing and telli ng 
stories and plotting with Burt -- and I got to know Burt better 
and to like him immensely . 

That ' s all I ' m going to tell you for now. I'll write you 
after the first . Anyway , you owe me a letter handsome . 
'/ I'm working on my novel • • ,. ... I ' ve enclosed a letter sent to 
you in August and just returned via Papeete I can' t remember 
what ' s in it ••••• • I miss you , Tenn . I think. of you every day . 
May tile earth be given peace . 

What spoi led Christmas was the bombing of the North . I wanted 
to cry at the news . I s there no end to Nixon ' s criminality? 



Dear Tennessee, 

440 West End Avenue 
New York City 10024 

December 14,1971 

I am so glad it is over, It hit me about two nights 
ago, down in Pennsylvania with Jack in the house of his 
aged aunt watching her memory and strength fade like 
winter sunlight, it hit me that the work was over and 
only exhaustion remained. I am proud of what we did at 
the benefit, I agree with Dave Dellinger that it was 
perhaps the most significant movement event of the year 
for it announced to the world, more importantly confirmed 
within ourselves, that we were not cowed and worn through, 
spent of courage, but the energy remained and was buildl.ng 
and that we would be int~ the streets again com~ spring. 
"We?" I don ' t know, I think I may take my cue from you , 
Crocodile, and do my future Marching on paper , Now there 
are bodies younger and harder, God knows, and quicker 
than mine, and prettier by far and tense with courage 
untested aching to be stretched like some rtt silken 
tree cat's in the heat of San D~&go before the Pig, so 
many , Maybe the talent in me is still wort:h th(' affort 
and attention and the freedom from 1nm ,,,I was going 
to say booze, but that edges on the bathetic, yes? maybe 
what is worth it at this time is for me to make the 
room and apply the discipline, I don ' t know. 

I got this book in me. Fucking Al This book about a 
boy come home from the war from which no heroes return , 
And this surviving boy left behind him, dead in some 
paddy field like luggage mislaid, his best friend , l\nd 
the memory of it, :lt1lJI his friend dead before his face 
hit the mud, you know, in a flash, the memory of that 
stuck to his mind like burrs on a trouser cuff, He come11,. 
home to a country without the enerr,Y, without the moralta,y, 
without the gift of imagination t¢ sufficient to raise 
a revo~.Jion against the men who murder its sons1 a country 
washou ftraddling ambiguity , Back to this Southern 
town(! am treading on your territory, Tennessee), a resort 
town in middle Florida outside histo;vy, and there he trans­
fers his unspeakable affections £45tffll che dead boy to~ 
the dead boy ' s sister , and jouins battle with her father 
over who bears the guilt, Who bears the guilt? That question 
will be With us snapping away from the next hundred years , 
Well, Tennessee, it aint the dead who bear the guilt of 
their dying, especially not the young dead, t~;tl they 
are not weighted with their murder , It 1.s they who stodd 
inattentive and hesitant as they passed . 

I am filled with images of young boys dying , of bodies 
twisted and wet and awkward , bent, yet sexually provocative 
1n death , Dying without a shout , I am filled with it , 
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Yet this much I know about writing , Only this, That I have 
to avoid the mawkish and the bathetic (it must be the 
Irish or the Bpptist in me, What do you think , huh?), 
For me that aint easy to do, What I have to do is create 
a tight, hard story on which to hang the sight of,that 
murder without ever stating it , By indirection. Im 
going to try now, Got to get a grip on myself, I wish 
you were here, You once said we could work together 
never speaking at~ a table like you and Carson. It 
will never happen , but, God , wouldn't it be good to 
dol We' re both depressives , and both insecure, and both 
swamped with love through which we wade tmbelieving, I 
don ' t know, but I suspect we both hunt around for the 
same waco thing• someone to lash to~ ourselves who is 
lllf>rth abiding the end with. '"Abidingff Nice, Biblical 
041rd , Love that word, that and "comely." A comely boy . 
It ' s crazy, but I am happy around you, baby, my face 
gripped by smiles, You mal<e me happy. I saw your picture 
in Newsweek and the Spectator this week, and I just started 
laughing outloud with delight , On the crosstown bus , 
Laughing, remembering Tennessee and what we had pulled 
off togetber1 joy at the thought of you and me . 

I mentioned Dave Dellinger earlier, ~ou snould send 
him that piece on Martha Mitchell that you let him read 
at Joe Allen's bar after the? benefit, He spoke to ,ne about 
it again, and I saidt I would remind you. So you are re­
mindad , He wants to run it in LIBERATION, that ' s his 
magazine, I gave you some copies of it, You belong in 
it , It is a very significant movement periodical , 

By the way, I did not edit nor add to ,t: nor in any 
way change your Harper's Bazaar piece, It is being run 
as you wrote it , As to the press statement. I added two 
paragraphs to two paragraphs taken from your Bazaar piece , 
l'hat is what Ruth read at the conference . Billy went 
over it and approved it first. I did that because I could 
not get you on the phone, Nor could Billy . f\nd Billy did 
not want to announce that y01.1 were sick since that might 
hurt the negotiations on your play, So we had to have 
a statement to read to make it appear as if you had 
never planned to appear in person, but rather had only 
intended to have your statement read . We thought that 
was in your interest . 

I was in Pennsyl vania , Hanover, a little Pennsylvani a 
Dutch town f i lled wi th old people waiting to check out , 
Jack ' s aunt Margaret i s there , going senile, she raised 
him and she is his only family so he is very depressed 
by her condition. I walked around the town a lot alone , 
the pl ace stamped by the memory of my first year with 
J ack . Things were different then . I don ' t know. 

I better cut this letter off , 
Tommy went to an orgy in New Jersey the other night , 

150 people , naked and crazy with sex. Yum , Yum. He was 
made to wear a mask , the rest of him naked , and go outs i de 
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in the cold and when he came in the house again people 
tic~led his ass with a feather and sucked him off and 
licked him all over while he was blindfolded , It is a 
long, perverse, fascinating story , Tommy has the wierdest 
sexual responses of anybody lever met , Sexually I think 
there »s a hollowness in his core , I love him, howlowness 
and all. Ruch in back from Hollywood, The leading lady suf'fered 
a brain hemorage in the middle of a scene, Ruth has to 
go back in January and film around the brain hemorag9 , 
For~ some reason that strikes me funny, 

When I dig up some bread I want to go down to Key 
West alone and write my book in your house, and when 
enough of it is finish -- maybe a week or so -- I want 
to come to New Orleans and see you and Victor , Never 
been there , Tommy wants to eo down and see you, He really 
needs to get away, alt.hough ha won' t admit it , 

Mark Kluz called from California, He goes to trial 
on Jam.targ 3 . Doesn ' t look too good, He wants a leeter 
from you coafirm!ng his good characte1:, He ,1lJ 1 ca11 
me about it again, He is lonely and I think he S.s on 
drugs a3ein, FucJcing kids got no sense , 

The to1-m is empty without: you, I niss you, baby, 
I told you my love so often . I think you know. God 
knows you ' ve heard it enough. I think we are good for 
~ach other, true friends, buddies in the State of Haine , 
the r~st of it. I don't l<now about the others, baby , 
but you can count on me . Amen. 

Greet Victor for me , Tell me I think orange hair 
is sexy, 
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Dot11<m l.o¥t t 

There'• bMD a etlfforillJ; e11"D.oe lliD .. tbo ~•.1-.suur -~ """t ~ 
.. ]'boae-..US and practieell;r ... ...u ·- &J>YtbiD& rr .. ~--·· • x. thl.e -t.,.,,. ■oao• •'-.,.,,. ..,..-..S • - t I -1.d .. ..i, a lot of au<'? 

It, reall.:f w.,a • •err w p1•oe• I aboald on1J ba.•• 1DCllXled tb1 ~ ot 
tbo .,.ta, not all t.b• rett or tbat m,a'f•o&.'061 ab11f, 

Vby don't you take l;letter oan ot yoo:t' poor old wot.her in Mr dotac•T 

I read Q'f'er tblt blillutitUl end. to 'fOIJr n(k,yt. Inspected ><ei,.t• , about. ~.our o..d 
,,... GD! Y.able D,ll.o in the trailer -p &lid tbo tontaatio - v1th t be £01 
preacllbr and the old - •• d .. th and thoJl tho • ~ •Di v1tl> tbl ""'4 in 
t.bol'ri-W. 
I t.boQgbt a 1.ot al::lcNt JVlll tb.ia vu last night. 

I tl,augl,t, Ob, God, 1 v1eh I ootold .till writs lln that-, Thie ld.d1e got it all, 
be'• i"t a hoort tbat etill !ffla the ns,rt. tlwls• ld.tbwt eentblent, be'• got 
• great narrative amae, bl1a got• t«rritio ecr, eeoae ot character, be

1
1 got 

•nou«b aen.te ot struct\lN ud be1e c,ot 1:alll not proDOUDoed la.-b&&l4,. .•. 

I tb:1.nk you've got it _., -.de roall.7 1:d.&, •• a vritv, and you' ll Un to 
practise tbe art 1n • such aore dtoent, at ~ 'IIOl'• boniest vorld, 

- about me, To begiJI vith I ba•• ju-t ~ ST aooo,mta,,t to dJ.D1 .. ST 
laV)'er beo&u .. ebe (l"J.orit,) ie ohergl.Joc • $680 .- dol.l.va a -h uol for 'a.lTt 
Jeeod And -, r.,.altiee nld•nl:r dropping through tbe noor it tl>or• ie an:, n001' .. , 

I u either recO'fc-1.ng 1111 Seo.Ha or oospletol.f loe1Dg SJ' •enae• ff oan you do both 
at o~? 

Poor 8Ul7 geta on the phoM. &bout DI & veek ago Qd t.ella: ae boV w~cM •ffr7-
tb1n, 1•, bow I hit Leooar<I L70na oohmn t.ud Ouett 1e p■p1.Dc ror -, II appoar&D00 

and the Be.zau ¢.••• le ao beautitul and that the tboatr .. o.r• ~ tor 
the ott-Broed.ay pla7 and Goel 1o black and gay and U.beret.d and beoutill>l aDl 
ao on a.nd to torth e.ncl then tbore'e tbit til•nce. beneath tho lowo&t docibel or 10d, 

1 11,low Bill7 e&rM, What I '"1ah 1• that •-- wold i.. ... 1 vitb • -• 1 etill 
ban • p,.ooport and pl&na hN to Lomo• and Moecow and 1upo1t bot 1 ban to bt 
adrt""4, the reel ehit hae to g•t throucll Alld 1 •- to MS, Beoaue I ' • still 
lirlnc and_ an;rl.hing that'• etlll lirtbg Mttera ~ "':t coDUpt ot the world'. 

W1q doo' t :,00. tq rii!>t dow beret ~~out ot bore toda:,' bot 1 th1.Dl< 1111 
oencell tllO booJdm&a.!, Tllo weather t cold •""- 117 for a couple or o1a19 bot hod 
i-en 1n the b1'h •••••t1•1 and lov e1 ties and null.e.D\1 pool lino ror i;vialin&: I'ol'f!":_.~~ illpr ... do a new blac tten ,_,.ocl Sabbath Id.th gold 07es and • 
"' .__,. on its che~ Ho a aeo.1 .... 1 ohiel.d 'u ■uia~. 

~- /IP. \~ 



Dear Tenn, 

440 West End Avenue 
New York, N, Y, 10024 

January 15, 197! 

1 sure as hell wtsh you'd write me or something because I 
get lonesome not hearing from you and I have had a hard time 
writing my new novel , I ' ve started two different ones since 
December, got about a hundred pages into each and then dis­
carded them, Now I am on a third , about murd~r and drugs and 
gay love and incest and, well , in a word, its about Florida, 

Ruth got back from the Coast, took eleven and a half hours 
to get here because one of the planeh engines was lost inflight . 
Now she's trying to get some television commercial work, God , 
I love sweet Ruth, Wouldn ' t be able to survive without her, 

Burt Shevelove and I went to see this big gay movie, THE 
BOYS IN THE SAND, which is doing enormous box office here , It 
is terrible, boring; several really stunning but dumb gay 
beauties fucking and sucking and rimming like crazy , Nothing 
but cocks and balls , After twenty minutes you were so thankful 
when you saw a face, After Burt and I talked about why it was 
so boring, Burt quoted ~.M ,Forster1 "The only thing that cuts 
the ice is affection or the promise of affection,• I guess 
that's it, 

I been to a lot of parties and dinners and shit like that. 
Haven ' t been sleeping well, but my drinking is way down, I am 
anxious about my writing, you know? I just got to get a con­
tract, 

Mark Kluz' trial has been postponed until February, He 
fired his lawyer, I want to go to the Coast! for the trial 
since I don ' t think he should go it alone, I think, yes , I 
know he is going to be railroaded and end his blond life the 
rutted punk of some California pen, The revolution, like a 
stoned mother, ignores her sons . (poetic that , ) 

What is happening on the play? When are you comin back t o 
New York? How long will you be in Key West? Hovt is ~ictor? 
And Gigi? I miss you, crocodile, I wish we were together. 
Sometimes I get so bm to hell with it , It ' s 5AM, I can ' t 
sleep, Ran into Allen Ginsberg , He wanted to know if I was 
gay, I smiled and said nothing, nasty bitch, 

Wri te me, okay? 



440 West End Avenue 
New York, New York 10024 

January 23 , 1972 

Dear Tenn , 

Bi ll t oday -- he ' s very ~xclted about the 
la I ~~k~~e w~;~rrite : _ on<1 he said that you would not he com­i Y nto New Yor't until February 9 or so because of a delay 

1~'\!einning roh~rsals . Welt , I en disappointed , b!by , , because 
I looked forward to seeing you, and Tom 1,.1dley • t:h_ B~Y who 
made that documentary for the CBC_BBC of th~ benefit ,1ill l>e 
in to,m next week end i s e;o lng to s•?t up a screenillg ?f it and 
we'd have such a i;odd-~mn fucking beautlful. good time ~atchtng 
the lousy thing, you and me , and laughing at ourselves, you 
know. But maybe he can have it set up for you when you get 
into to1m . 

Now th" other night I >1ent to a party for Yevtuscnko, the 
Rusk i po,;t at Dru'3 l{einz . Warren Bea1:ty was ther.e , really 
handsome al thou,,,., I don ' t crerlit him With rr,ore than a ncrrr.f\l 
about: of smart~, but I was the All- American Hick.111.1 le nr,c:hin­

burger movie fan on seeL"lg hi m. Warhol k,;,pt sayL"lg , oh wow, 
and Starin" at him, anrl I sai d to Andy , " I want to mr~t nlm , 
so why don1t you tak~ A picture of lleatty and me together?" Andy 
h<1.d hie Polaroid s•ith titm. "Why?•• Andy said . "iihat rlo you 'llean 
why? Bee t.use I •.,1e.nt to mPet himl '' Andy cai, be so ,jumb aonetl.mes . 
"But he doo:m ' t like boy~,• Andy said , wistfully I 111i3ht acid , 
So this debate co=.enoc<I on whether the subject was ~:ay or not, 
and since you ' re P.hont: th,, only one in e posl.tion to 1--..now , and 
none of us had the euts i-o ask the actor to his faoc, I l"hought 
you might te 1. 1 1".c • 

Anyway, w'ny I b!"ine up the party ia that Drue asked rne and 
Ruth to come do•m to her pad in NRs11au for a week on FP.bruary 
6 . Ai nt going to cost us a penny sin0.e the Heinz pickle company 
owns a plane to take ui, there . Nice . 1'm th1.n'~lnc, •.•~11, Dotson, 
since you • ll be richt near. TennesseP. why not ;,;o to Key West 
and oee him around the 15th, I woull.J love to clo thllt . Out Billy 
says you ' ll be here, Well, if you ' re goin~ to be in New York 
than I ' 11 come to New York for I' d rather be with you here 
than without you in Key West . (That s ounds like a song title, 
I'd rather be , •• " 

Ruth and I saw the un worksh.op of Martin Dubcrman ' s three 
one act plays last night . Lovely , beautiful plays . The directing 
was suberb, the writing marvelous, literate, moving , at times 
terribly funny, and the acting , My God Tenn you should have seen 
thtse youn~ actor.a • The kid in the last play \,as b orn for the 
stage. And the kid -- 17 years ol-0 he is -- in the first was 
ab11olute\y first rate . God, I wish you could have seen these 
plays, and the performance . I mad drinks With Harty and the 
director after, The director is young, highly gifted. KfilfK 
Schuoks, gee whiz, fuck, you got to see his work. He would be 
perfect for you , (And the cast, what marvelous cast) In a word, it was very exciting, • 

Now I an, feeling up, high, got the 8iggles although my liver 
hurts , and the novel, well, baby, the novel i; coming to me jus~ 
'•-- T ~~•-b --•- w.....,~o~h,.._.Arl hnv ls over the hump , The bummers en~r 



Dear Tennessee , 

440 West End ./\venue 
New York, N. Y, 10024 

January 31 , 1972 

( h the optimism in that line!) is going 
The novel I am writing O

' it axide until I return from 
too slowly . Painfully , I a~ putting

1 
to think about it freshly, Nassua , Maybe down there I 11 be a e 

with some detachment , It has become to#i
1
mpo~t~ni ' h;v!mt~e~r~s 

in the wx·it ing of it , Do you know what me n · 
it together and hype it up and tightenM my gr~p on it, may~e 
drop some black beauties when I sit down to wr1.te again ~o am 
high for it, up you see, so I do not drift like a child 1.n a 
crowd into passages of such sadness , nagging loss, It makes me 
lonely to write . I wish you were here, Tenn, 

If I ' m not being bitchy -- I sent the Sunday Times a real 
bitch of a letter about that goddamn "Lee Barton" and his goddamn 
wretched play, "Nightride": remember that piece of ahit about 
the brokendown playwright and the rock star? Jesus HI - -what I 
write gets so goddamn sorrowful it is embarrassin~ , It is like 
my mind is possessed by someone I love who has i;,01;e off and_I 
cannot set her out ot: me, like she pulls the wr1.t1.ng, ltke tron 
pulled by a ma~net, into being about heri -- but , of course , 
there is no one loved and Rone off , Odd. I spend hours figeting 
over a paragraph -- something I never did before, ever -- changing 
tenses and voices and opening lines . And what is there to show 
for it? About five pages good , and fifty thrown out . Much more 
than fifty , I cannot fisure it out . Well , I am determined to 
stick with this novel , to keep my lousy nose out of politics 
until it is finished , Hhat I do is spend the days trying to work , 
and at nisht I go drinking or to parties or movies, often with 
Ruth or Tommy. And I think a lot, But the fucking trouble with 
thinking alone is that it makes you scared, Anyway , I don ' t give 
a shit what people think of me anymore, Goddamn , I am tired of 
being introdueed a\ a radical , I am tired of argument , 

Ruth and I leave on Sunday for Nassau , It's a freebie, thank 
God . The sun will be good , We' ll be staying with Drue Heinz, 
which means fat cats playing bridge and I will be left alone , 

I had dinner With Julian and Judith Beck last night , They 
have ret~rn~d from their speaking tour on the Coast , I learned 
something I di d not know, that you spent part of a summer with 
t hem , I think on the 6ape , and Paul Goodman was there too . You 
were writing Menagerie then , Julian said you were very beautiful, 
didn ' t have a llljlustache or beard , Wcll,apparently ~he Becks 
couldn't get as many speaki ng engagements as they needed , although 
they had three agents trying tot line up work, And when they spoke 
at a college they refused to perform , They tried to turn ove,-y 
appearance into a group di scussion on revolution , They have de­
cided not to go back t o South America for the time being , at least 
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Dear Tenn. 

It: le nearly 3 1n the morning. I aa at work, havlng come 1n from 
eee1ng Small • Cra!'t "1th you aa Doc, and I aa at:111 marveling at how 
beautifully you pulled lt off, the acting, and th1..nk1ng still hoV IIIUOh 
at:ronger the play ia for the addit:lona you have aade t:o the text. 
I was, ae usual, proud of you tonight, the actlng and the play, the 
courage shovn ln both. And I vaa ■oved, etan:led even, by your toaac 
to An.gela Davia. That ahoved courage too. 

It la probably 111 advlaed to write let:tere of complaint at 3 1n 
the morning, even when thoee complaint• are addre•eed to a friend one 
dee-ply loves. But I apoke wt.th Christopher on t.he pbone • ftnt •1nutea 
ago and I aa dlatreaeed by hie h..1■1liat1on. 

Thia la ~t occurred, and on the face of it U: aeeu petty• Yet 
it 1• laportant to ae becauae he 11, like you, II)' friend, Re ia not: 
f'uoua and has no clout nor money. Theref'ore be la eaay to hurt. Monday 
at Joe Allen's you told Christopher he could COlli8 to your play. Scott 
vae supposed to have arranged for the ticket■• ICnowi.ng you would be 
preoccupled vlth learning your part, I rnlnded Scott several tlmee 
to Uke the ticket. arrangements. You, after all, bad lnvited Christopher, 
He aeaured • 1t would be done. 

Thie &t'ternoon, Tuesday, Chr1etopber called and aald there were no 
tickets for hia. I e&lled the box oft1ce and waa told there vere no 
tickets for hla, although there were etill unsold ante for the eventna 
perfonaance. 

I called Hareha at Billy•• office. She va1, •• alvaya, very eweet 
and cooperative. She aa1.d 1he would call and arrange the tickete. I 
called Chrtetopher and told hia. Be vaa happy and eager to eee you. 

Someti.JN after alx o'clock Scott called Chr1etopber and told hi.JI 
he couldn't COIN to the play. lhere were no ticket• tor hia. There 
was no rooa. •wtty7• Ch.J:ietopher ••ked. Scott replied that Xml did 
not want hla to have ticket• becaiee you f'elt you were being •ripped 
ott• by Chrlatoptwr. Scott aleo aaid you were angered about aoae 
resark I had -d• to you and 1aplied that ln •o•vay you were punishing 
Chrletopber for IIY saart••• reaa.rk <• r ... rlt I regret ha•tng -de). 

It la incredibly trivlal. But you are vrong if you thlnk Christopher 
1• •rtpplng you off• ••• that he la a cheat or thler or Whatever Scoot 
.. ant by that tera. It 1• brutally lneenaltive to have bla called 
by eoaeone he barely know• hardly an hour before curtain and told 
that, ln effect, he 1• not velcoae becauee you do not trust hi■• 
Wbatlt waa he to tell hie friend••• they arrived to go uptown? that 
Tenneaaee felt be waan•t good enough or l.■portant enough or ttuat• 
wortJht enough to occupy• , .. t: at hla playl 

I do not know why Chrlatopber vaa treated thla way. Nor Vbo la 
re1ponalble. But be 11 owed an explanation and~ an apology. ee la 
• tw•vn being. And be fNla rejectian and hLmillation •• deeply •• 
you and I. And it doe■ not utter that he le unfeaaua or poor or 
... young. Hl1 fNl lna• too are or wrth and deaene to be reapected 
I tell you tbll beoauae I vt.U not tolerate the buailaltion or ay • 
frl•d•• I would proteet u •tronaly lf you had bNn t.mi11ated 

I lcw• you, Tam. 1hat 11 wily I write you now. • 

]fv<- t6½- lJo ~ 
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Dear Doti 

Being • 04-J)lainer by natun, I •IIPPO"• I •1811 tbat JOU WOllld onoe Write 
.. a letter that didn't contain a bill tor ••"lo•• or an appeal tor •••thing 
of a ••rlal nature. I • nfenine to ,0111' ■aaen1on 'tllat I pay sixty or 
elpty dollara tor an enlar«taent ot that ploture, wondorflll •• it la, ot 
■e and Dav• Jtlgbt now, BabJ, I aa wondori.nc nether or not I oan afford 
to 10 on living, with ■Y hoapi'lal and aurcloal upon■•• not yet paid. Cod 
1• a good proYicler but rlcbt now HS la holdlnl out on ••• And last night 
Billy intoned •• that Cend,J Darllnl Ila• not prr,ad to be • blc box•otfl• 
draw. t ooane U.1• oollld be a-1buted partly to llor 0011POtl tion •1th 111• 
Dtlllocratio GOnYention, bat ■till lt h•• beon quite a lcmg nllo ••• ... ,an 
1n the rl&ht dlnotlon Whloh la toward •• and not away 1'rOII ••• Hided tor 
Potter•• Pield, ln• 

Actually I - MCinnlnc to .... Ha•• been •!laing •Y uual tlftoen length■ 
of the lone pool at the A'tbletio Club hen and gettlng about town ritllout 
ftHla and anclM,,.fhere an aJl7 word tor tlle orondll• 'bll't tho •at 1apn••1 
l•• la !aped•~•• Nlatl•m.,, 
.. ,._ _., 1lla'I ......... -. ~ lila M't dell•end tile 
leal._.t T....._ tile lllt.J,ez-•• •»• 'le ·~1!11111• tile •••r lt 
_.,. II CJ••·•• l• 1lle lln of tile ■llltli. .-... • e .i. 
Be- ... a ._, , • .., -· •• la •l'ldns WS.111 ••• - 1-1. ....... le 
• lf4idi ----· .. , Nllftftn late • ...,... ...... ~llilfiMil""'··w ... .,--
Waid• tallle I WU NMl•ed bJ tlll"N lwlte •"-- -- ... e to be 
a•• a alblt, aDI • rat, Aaltlo fl'III tlttnM11•• of eel.or,,.__.. rillildlb: 
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One lfoot 72 St.reot 
Nev York , Now York 10023 

July 19 , 1972 

Dear Tenn , 

I h~ he:it io dr lvinc u o all bnnonae t . I Gtnrt the day hnp1>y 
und chen a!t:er e nubwny rldo ( lt 1o thrQUgh tho July oubvay 
tunnelo that vo arc conG1{;ncd t o holl ) I hocooo an 1:rri t.abl e 
Bonof.:.b1tch yollins obscent.tlc~ at pAople I bnoical l y l ike , 
I~ 1& only ~he purest nnee1on5 which nurvlvn sroat hnat (wi thout 
nay1ng r.oo much, .. hnt bctwe1:.'n Chr1etophor and rno 1n beg i nni ng 
to £ode 1 U~e bluo cottton jA-mn tn t:hn GUn ) • 

I vont to n p!lt'ey f or cm old friend , °'·we McHoynol de of 
t:he War Rcsiotors Lo:igue . H,.. t A on h• s wa.y to Part s nnd Hanol. 
lbcrc ucre about r-.mnty old tt;mA pence typcn chore . nill or 
u s excited by McGoven1 •s nom1nat:1on . God , I hope he r,ulla 
1 t off. America - - to sey nothlng nbout suffering V1etncm - -
cannot: surv ive four rr.or c year s of ruxon. Even H1ss t1..:"rtha 
c ouldn ' t. ta.kc \ t enyrr.oro , n n t wttcn they otl!rted Rhcvlng needl oa 
l n hor e.os ! Who needo ,·hi s shit'! ehe was ~aag kex tJcre""ml ng 
n~ J ohn h3d h~r b~Jnd~i and ~~r.~od end packed off to a zoo. 
\{ho oerd:! J;h1P 1 ! t J.:!2.._y_mu·n Sch~.o!, s No QnO trontn ~ .. "1.rrha! 
L~o_ J hlp! I 

l 11a11• n uondarful ~ovic , MARJOE , nbout: s younr, ovon_ecl 1st: 
oomo i n cut of tho ,r.old , You n,..1 r1t sec 1t . Al :10, Ruth and I 
(thnnlt youl ) oaw candy on SOturdcy n 1.s h t , I ~ t.~ s nhO-\tt: 95% 
aJt:o1de • the city er.ipt y of U.f e . Candy vs e marve lous, a s were 
the otrn:irs in t he cn~1: . Shr-a 1& a very t nll young lady,, P.s pcciatly 
in ~hnso Clcudotcc Col bert Fuck-Mc shoo~ end t h" t s r>ottod 
Joan nennor.1: doy clr.onR with tho butt on a down the f ront . A very 
lonky broad, t-U an n.,rl 1.n-; , 

AA to oy l aot: t et:tcr tthich upnet you I J , ms pasn1ns nlong 
Chr1st opher •n 1...,.~1cat. It ' o noth1na t o l"lC. I have never wri~tcn 
you eor. money or anyt.hing rlse for r?Wsel f . The tlcen I ' ve cado 
requests hove ntways been on behalf of o~hor peoplo. YouVknow 
t:hat, bsbr, :C have many oins, but nvarice aint one or thet:1, 

I am anxious t o oco rny o1etor. I ~ worktn~ on ~Y bonk . 
Have cut down my dr i nl~ing , Erle Hann was l n town ye ate rdny, 
stayed ovomtsht , I t: vae good aoolns hie , Ho neetos confused , 
at a loos for method, Buth~ ie strong, ond he has h1r. courage. 

If you have tho tine read Judith Mal lna 1 8 n n; ENORMOUS 
DESPAIR, It ' s rather beautiful. I want to review u:. 

My love to Viator. You are lucky he t.s into luclte . Jooz , 
think it he took up ballet, It would coat you a for~une keeping 
him 1n tutus and feathers, To say nothing or bulldlng a rehersal 
gynnaabm ln the Cront. parlor, 

I ■1•• you, Goes vithaUt aaylng, We are survivors, you and me , 
We hold on even vlth our natl• bleeding, our pocket:a pt.eked , 
"· IUl"VlY•• 

See you ln a couple waka. Oh, you lucky devill 



Baby, rion•~ turn on your friends this way , don ' t leave poor li1tle 

Chris out of your birthday party nncl say he )fis fading on youf like 

a pai~ or blue jeans , Thia ian•t in Y.~~d ~tyle . It makes me wonder 
how lons I wlll rem.a.in in your tolcrnnt'Ygracos, rand how long Ruth will , 

We don •t have enough friends to n::tford to cast them away . At least T 
lmow that I don • t . 

I don ' 't know all your :problems co I heLJltetc to offer tnia gratuitous 
counsel , But you say evcryono ir; going bananas f:rom tho hea"t'" up thel':'e • 

How do you think we are going from tho heaf' down here? I juct wonder ' 

if there i~ oufticiant acrengc in the various banana f~:rnis to aoocomodate 
UG all , ~ ft'lw),. -~_/ 
I ha.ve written Chris as boot r can. I told him to nbandon his plan of 
flying nbroad on your birthday . the 25th , (~'hat the he11ls your cign? 

~ocethin6 out of c1ght1 ) 7~ 
You have the lnoomp~e;-,ft of charm and it gets you by with a lot . 
You can inault nnd our friends right and left and up and ~O\in and 
tht}y toke it fi-ot'l yo11 bccauae you •ve got thia ehar:n going for you . It • 

8 1/,f ~W3 good to o"o you again wherever- •• 

ltl..lJ!iii:!-'d OXJ>loit it, however . lt can go bad on you whon l'OU arc sixty , 
I never had any charm . I retnembi,r when rUan Rooe was losing her mind . 

Moth~r eent her to visit Daci ' c siotors in KnoxYillo. She come home through 

a flood. l mean thio lite~ally, sho was ~rooncd in akiash .flood somewhere 
in UKXX an East Tenne~6oo depot , Whon she iinally gbt homo, I said , ~Rose , 
how was it in Knoxville/" She :,aid , With no nelf-pity, "Aunt fill.a and Aunt 
Bello only like people with charm and I 3m not charming , .. 

Her mind w~nt .fnst tffter that . I don •t know why I am throwing this in . 
Perhaps only to impreGa upon you the advantage of yoy~ cham an~ how you mu~t 
not abuse it in your relations With those who need you . ~~ ! 

.Love, 
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One West 72nd Street 
New York , New York 10023 

October 9, 1972 

Dear Tenn , 

I ' ve f1n1shed the first part of rny new book (120 pages I), and 
I am very happy w1th 1t, My a~enti likes 1t which , hopefully, 
speaks more to her excellent literary taste than to her loyalty, 
I haven ' t p,otten my ed1tor ' s reaction yet, Needless to say they 
(Knopf) are u:ritated, to put it kindly, over my discontinuing 
work on the Decline of the Straight book, a book they wantdd 
rather badly, So I am on pins and needles waiting the editorial 
reaction to Part One. But I have already begun the ne"''t pert 
of the Book (it is 1n three parts) , wb1ch deals with my llfe 
l ate last Winter and spring . In a s~se both you and I are 
writi~ memoirs and that mi.1st say something about our effect on 
each other or, at any rate, the hish appreoiatton we have of 
our mortal1ty, I think you were so goddamn right to deal very 
directly and honestly in your Mat;erie], ( is that how it ' s spelled?) 
with the boys and the private matters of your life, I am trying, 
very hard, to do the same thing . I no longer give a fuck what 
people think of me, I pa1d out -- as you have -- a lot in grief 
and depression, 1n booze and bad times , for my life and I think 
I own lt, or at least the memory of lt, and have the right to 
speak it! 

I have also begun making notes about the novel I wlll begin 
immediately on com1>letion of this book, It is a love af1hrbt 
story about an a.tfalr interrupted quite suddenly by the tui:niia 
hero ' s going cra!ters Ln the middle of it and having to be placed 
"under care", a6'they say, The lnterruption lasted five years , 
which is a considerable period of time to have a door put hack 
on its hinges , and the•~ book bezins with his release from the 
potso ward , Obviously it is somellhat autoblograhpical since I 
spent sor.ietime when I was a teena8er in a loony bin bavln,; the 
hinges oiled if not replaced , Anway , that i s , at the moment , my 
rather vaG1,te t/, conception of the next book , What do you thlnk7 

I ' ve bad several dinners with movie folk who want me to write 
a sc- play, I don ' t think I ' ll do it , I 'm not that kind of 
writer , I have this awful oonvLotion that time is very short and 
I ought to spe:id Lt 1n r,ettinc; the ,essential11 written down, I can 
play with the fun-and -games writing later, if there is a"later, " 
And this • I distrust movie people the way chlcltens distrust 
knives , Or crocodiles bounty hunters! 

How is Robert? I hope ttr he is getting a tan, He will look.!ag 
smashing when he ls dark - - all that blond hair, And I hope he 
works good , 

This l s the epigram (is that the word?) for my new book , What 
do you think7 It is from a poem by Vmuesensky - -

Life ls a seri es of burned-out sites , 
Nobody escapes the bonfi re, 
If you l ive -- you burn , 



2 

I a l so quote your poem PULSE 1n the book , the entire poem. 
I hope I have your permissi on to do that . I t seems to me that 
q it descri bes quite accuratel y the dream of the left - - t o f ind 
the spark to r a ise the land fishlike , etc . I don ' t su ppose you 
had that i n mind when you wrote i t, But t hat 1,s how I understand 
it , 

Tommy is in Ohio vis i t i ng hie firlfriend . I see Peter for 
dinner on Thursday nii!;ht , I haven t been going out s ince I have 
been working constantly, Chris topher is better , He i s working on 
a book of photography with Steve Paley . Little Brown i s in t erested 
1n i t , That i s , he will begi n working when he i s better . I hope 
the book is published , I t will , l U<e marriage , m~ke an honest 
man out of Chris . Tom l. igon l eaves for r,orth Carolina on Fr i day 
t o do the movie , lt'he American Hero . Tom i s such a swee t and mm 
decent man . Dellinger I.a i n bad shape , and I ara try !-ng to rai se 
money for his operation . Hhen wi ll hi s troubl es end ? And r a !.sl.ng 
money i s diffi cult , and it aint helped none by tha t schmuck Ni xon 
and his shell games wit h the war . What a bastard! I even hate hi s 
f amily. As Krassner sa i d , "Tricia ~ixon i s the k!.nd of g i rl that 
doesn ' t give good head . " She also is s ivine cleanl iness a bad 
name. I did go to the ovenine of HF~T. Silvi.a looked stunning , a l l 
1n white wi th the Cro1m Jewel s riding l ike mail seeks l.n the 
bodice. I loved the movie , Incredibly funny . And Joe woul d be 
perfect f or One Arm. He bas that smoldering sexual ity and something 
el se, t he caution of a wounded ani mal , and the rumbli ng , inarti­
cula te<! r age . 

How I wish I were in Key West now with you . The.t time dmm theJee 
l ast wint e r was one of the happi est of my thn life , and I think 
about it often. God, the mistakes I ' vo mnde ln th!.rty years . Jack 
l s so cool with me now. Won ' t see me, Doesn ' t t a l k . I never should 
have l et him go , iiever, But it is paper buLTled . 

Rut h l e rehersL,g a new play , Madame DeSade, by Mlshima . It 
goes on f or a very limited run the and of thi s month, She i.s happy 
because she i s working . God bl ess her , 

And God be good to you , Tenn , I miss you . I always do, t ou don ' t 
seem to ever believe that , Yet it i s true. 

P , S , 

I talked with Kazan a f- mlnutee ago I 1 
finally gotten funding for his n- movie • Ai~ks as l f he has 
trouble casting 11:. It le about a Puerto• Rl,.a- f8h he is having 
York. He emds you hla love. - • 8Jn11t 1n New 



Dear Dotson: • r, 

Y o u s a i d t h at y o u w a-rr~'<l& ~ o ., e -"'~ o u r b ad l:y l ~ P ~ .I! g f 9 0 r e e J,> o rif! -

a ri and I am ta I< in g y O u at . y 0-u;,, ~o u h £ o.;r. ,t i\.i s , &;;;, I do for most 

s er i o us rn at t er s. , wteJ a rteJ n..o:t& a 8 q l o a e, -a~ we we re a ye a r ago a a. d 

that is depressing to me; thete i.s sti.11 so much that binds us to­

gether, and more important things than the abrasive little incidents 

thtat always take placej, among people in New York, esp.ecially when 

both are wr i ters. 

Key West is comfortali>ly warm and lomely but lovely. I should 

not s a y lone 1 y s in eel Robert is with me . He is v e r y atns orbed in his 

work, wblch is constantl,Y improving and of the best quality. if 
'• 

there's not a p--rt'a.d,...o.x tbere. We work at opposite hours due to 

my insomn.ia. For instance, I just now woke at 1:15 A. M. and 

made instant coffee and repaired t.o the studio - or mad-house, as 

we call it. 

Leoncia tries to interrupt Robe1h 1 s day-time work and force him 

to dt'ive her home deopile tbe (act that cab .. money is included in 

her salary: but be bas learn~d to tell ber, politely , to shove it, 

and I think she res lp,ects bim (or it . 
.,tp 

l had a beautiCllt a a new brother, dream l.a.le,-/oigbt: that l h d only 

a (ew months old but already on tbe streets • hard to keep up with. • 

1 toV"ed him V"ery dearly and I rema-rked 

~k:;' biim, i 1-1e ia t he only one o( us 

g.randrnothe.r and be's juat a few months 

to Maria, wh.o was with 

thao/has the eyes o{ my 

old but is already much 

me, 
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Dear Tennessee , 

One West 72nd Street 
New York , New York 10023 

October 16 , 1972 

I appreci ate/ your letter , I think you have a live one 1n 
Robert -- writers , especially young wri ters , are the best sort 
to have near you, more or less . Almost all my best fr i ends are 
writers . There i s weiRht to their souls , Hmmm , Anyway, I trust 
you gave my regards to Robert . I like him very much. 

I sent your l etter down to Ruth , after taking the liberty 
of reading it , I thought it was for me . In i t you mentioned 
Chri s , I was with hi m last night (the first t1me I have seen 
him since hie operation) . He called me up about 8PM, terribly 
depressed , lonely , his voice breaking , and rambled on about 
life not being worth the l 1v1ng , "Dotson , I can ' t go on like 
th1s . I s it going to be thirty more years of thi s , t,he same 
thing over and over, I don ' t know 1f I want to spencl my life 
as a bachelow-man ," etc. So I took the subway downtown . He 
was very happy to see me. We spent about an hour looking at 
pictures he took on his European tri p and then we listened to 
some music. Finally , about 10 ,30 , a hustler fri end of Christo­
pher' s , named Buddy Timberlake (part Indian , lovely name) , 
came by the apartment , Buddy 1e 27 years old , handsome, very 
wel l built , with long , auburn hair, blue eye, thick wri sts and 
arms (sadly, on the arms needle tracks from shooting drugs . 
Does eve:r;:yone want to d1e?) . The three of us sat on the floor 
and Buddy read our cards for us , telling me of What my future 
would be, t he story not altogether to my liking , I left the 
two of them about midnight , for by then Chris was happy again 
and I was not needed anymore. 

I work everyday on this book , It should be completed in two 
more weeks , I wish you had commented on my last l etter, on 
what I had told you about what I was writing and about my novel 
idea , I could use the feedback , 

I saw Fellini ' s ROMA . It Ls a work of genius , dazzling . And 
at the end of it, who do we see s i tting at a table 1n the Roman 
courtyard with a badl y made-up face and rather too precious 
diction speaking of the reasons for his exile to Rorne , Gore 
Vidal . Baby, somebody shoul d have warned poor Gore that he is 
too old to be dot.pg cameo numbers in Wop movies . If there ever 
was any doubt about his sexual tastes (which I doubt) thi s 
slight appearance removes ill doubt , Not in what he says but 
in the manner he says i t , Poor Gore, He ' ll never be President . 

The weather is turning cold , I t was in the 30•s l as t night , 
I am wearing my l eather jacket again (Remember the night we 
first met , I was wearing it then) and boots . And I am yearning 
t o l eave New Yor k for the wn this winter. I cannot take the 
fuck ing col d , I've al ways hated it, 

I miss you, Tenn , Hy l ove to Robert . hH If I were there 
- p could go t o the Jesus Peopl e in town and pray McGovern 
into off ice , I don't see what el se wil l get hi m 1n . I thi nk 
- have t o prepare for four mor e years of massacre in Indochi na 
God hel p us , No , God hel p the Vl etnamesel • 



One West 72.nd Street 
New York, New York I 0023 

October 19, 1972 

Dear Tennessee, 

My book is nearly completed, I have been work ing at it 
everyday, It should be completed (knock on the wood of the 
True Cross)in ten days, Then I ' ll set about getting the 
novel down on paper. It is el<traordinary how happy lam 
when the writing is going well. Nothing gives me the pea~ , 
the assurance, as writing does when it is coming good and 
strong and true, •• it is better than booze or drugs or even 
sex, and in a curious way it ts more intimately related to 
one ' s mahood , to one ' s mastery li,l\d command, Should I tell 
you what I miss about Key West? Not bei.ng able to write 
and then discuss with you what I ' ve written , I have thought 
a lot about what it is which requires my dependency on you, 
I think it is a mutual love of language, That , , similar 
political and other ag tastes , similar senses of humor , And 
similar awareness of the shortness of time. That it is 
passing , passing , 

Jack Weiser ' s birthday is Sunday, It would be nice if 
you would remember to send him a birthday card . He is down 
low, unhappy. Andjstill love him , renn. You~ know? His 
address, 

Jack Weiser 
123 West 80th Street 
New York, N,Y, 10024 

I had dinner with Peter the other night, Tommy joined us 
later for drinks . We saw Bill Smith ' s new apartment upstairs 
from Peter, It 18 a wonderful sort of Victorian studio , very 
sensual, It is a beautiful fuck room, 

I got a sweet letter from Kazan , He is starting a new movie , 
.J♦ think it i s about a Puerto Rican family , He thinks he finally 

has the financing of it completed , He has wanted to do this 
movie for a long time, I wish him luck, 

When are you coming home? From the canopy of the Elysee 
I eee that Laventure in still 1.n residence with her trained 
seals perfoming at the Monkey Bar, But I know that isn ' t so, 

Ihe police have been rounding up the hustlers on Third 
Avenue, I think we are in for a heavy crack-down 1n this country 
after the election, aseum1Jl8 the Blooct, Czar is reelected, And 
then? Well, then I think we begin a new chapter of underground 
resistence, The streets yet may run with blood , lf Hanoi 
bleeds why should Washington be illlnune? 

Mlea you, CrocodUe, My love to Robert , 



One West 72nd Street 
New York, New York 10023 

~ovember 14 , 1972 

Dear Tennessee , 

I am hard at work and I am in the awful ha~it of sleeping 

days end working nights, I never go out, I am determined to get 

the book completed -- second draft -- by the first of the year, 

I talked with Peter, He said you ' ll be rehersing 1n Canede, 

Oh, Tenn, you have my sympathy , It is so cold there and vacant 

and dead , just like my boyhood Minnesota . Be sure you take 

Robert with you or you ' ll die of loneliness and boredom. It is 

the nights in the north that are deadly, 

The week after Thanksgiving I am going down to New Orl..ans 

to see my sister and brother-in-law. He is working everyday on 

hls poetry (I ' ll show some of lt to you) and I think he is a 

marvelous poet , although he has the vice of drinking add wandering 

the Quarter, a black triehman at th'trty caught up in the feelings 

of foreboding and estrangement, But , God , how he loves words! And 

how he uses them! I am worried about my slater because she was 

mugged two nights ago outs ide the hospital Where she works (she ' s 

,._nurse) and her back was hurt when they threw her on the ground 

and robbed her, She i s so sweet and gentle and , ln a lovely way , 

so defenseless, I am outraged by whet happened , I t 18 like breaking 

a f l ower, Her hospi tal ls ln the Garden Distri ct, !i.Jggera everywhere, 

I was eo happy to eee you , You are so lucky to have Robert , 

Please l et me know youraddr eee end phone in Canada, And write 

IUl nov, You ove 1M tJm l et ters , Ruth end Jack send thei r love, 

• 



~WILLIAMS 
1431 
DUNCAN ST. 

l(EY WEST, FL . 
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Dear Dot, 

It ie takilig me forever to use u p thie atatioll!lll'Y that Poppills bad prepared tor •• 
It does to juatic• to the r•ticenH of 1tJ;f DAture, t houg)l... • 

lie are planning to break a&11p here and get back into~ ii4torian JJrl.~
1 

next Sunday 
Iv• eo you. "111 probe.~ get t his letter l,fter we're back in the rotten bill' app}A, bot 
you are eo 1111ateriously and elegantly illacoeedbl• these day• that o.n approach bT 
l•tter still a•emll appropriAte. • 

I feel ver, badly about your eieter, ~ mc,v bov cloe• a boy reala to hie aister, I 
&&also ver7 diatr•ased OT•r mine. She vaa too ill to OOlft♦ into Neli York tlle laat tilDe .l 
I was there, accorc'ing to Jo Heal;r. I called her and she said •Merry Christmas, I'm fine•• 
- but she never vaa a complainer and sbe baa been suffering a lot troa nausea tbo 
doctor out there tells 1:e and is on a bland diet. 

When ;rou are in Nev Orleans, see Victor and &Ssure bill that all is about as well ae 
can b6 expected. Please no mention of Rob6rt, It 111ght upeot Gigi, 

111th his ill8Titabl• b-ankneos, Victor admitted to me, my last time in NOW., that he 
w.a tie.ving a rolllUloe with an «x-l!ethodiet milli.l!ter nov ap].o;red aa cook in the 
restaurant over Lafitte'•• Thia strikes •• as a good allio.nce. Victor ie aort ot 
synonymous with goodness aa I ""' with badneea . PleaH, it you do ee• bi&, aesure him 
ot my coaatant affection for bbl, and don't ca:u hiJD Poppins. 

Robert is aort ot a gitt of God to • , tor vba·tever virtue I -r still posseae. I would 
tight to the death to ddwhMm tram all ~era: meaning thoae vho would va.nt to 
divide us, not those attracth·e young tricks that a youth like Robert ia entitlMI to enjoy, 

\le are planning to return to !ix-en-Provence iam.cliately after the pJ.a;r, That is where he 
vee studying philosopey and languages and he vante to continue theee atud.iea &nd I couli 
cert&inlJ' use "the cure•, the big bath-establishment tbere. I reel that I vUl probe.~ 
leave for Europe just before the llev York opaning of the play, when I feel I have don• 
all I caA vith it, and so spare 1111eelt the tra-e or the ritual put-down by certain 
l>.elllbere of the eatablielmient press . 

I think the obit ie going to bit tbe tan in tbia conntX7 about four or eix 110ntha rraa 
nov, It doesn't appear to .,. tltat the bl.g 8111'.'ge in the market (and in the inflation) 
preeag• an,-tbing good tor the people vbo have b-en. bad and bad and bad , \11.llin.gl;r it's t 
btlt poeaihly once too ottea, then villingl;r no more, • rue• 

I ltnov that P• ter and the t vo actora are going to gi"" u a final great production. I 
have never ltnovn a director, not even llazan, to approach a ple:, vith the deep und ta,i,u 
and conscienti011.11U1•• of Peter. ere =ng 

lie are ~ r ebeereing in Canada, love, We are ■tarting roheareala Dec 17th 1 th S • n • ta:tea. 

I aav Da•e Dellingd on TV last night , in oonnection with the re-trial of t~-
lle looked tlwmer btlt. vell and beautU'ul. '"' Chicago Sev 

( ~) en, 



Out of the •Movement•, shattered as 1 t nO\I is I ther. still eurvj:ve som& beautiful 
people, and I don I t refer to the jet-a et. 

But a new generation is coming, even newer than :,au, and I don't intend to give 
a baoc.aulareate address to thmn, but I do feal that they- vill Id.cit the sbit and 
start to shine in the dark. 

Right now I ~ct that those_.POor old folks are being served Thanksgiving dillner 
in the White House, poor Pat ,aahay-ing amongst them while they- try- to hold their 
dentures 1n place. • 

Be.ta 1a out of plaoe, Whoever was given a choice in this world to be an»hing but 
~ no, That's not an u:istential faith and not a religious one1 e1ther. lut the maldllg 
of u:istential oboicea 1a one hill of a <Ufticult taalt till y-ou are abaolutaly- sure 
where ,-our head b . 

I • so glad that y-ou are seeing both .rack and Ruth: 1n y-our life y-ou have two love~ 
people: I =•t wait to aee 7ou all together again, 

love, 

• 



Dear Tennessee , 

New Orleans 
December 1 , 1972 

I spoke with Victor on the phone yesterday, Be is sweet, you 

know, over the phone . Maybe lt was t he oonneotion, but I had 

to keep repeating everything I said , Victor ls spending ~18 

ll'ornings"helpi ng" two friends who have opened an antique shop 

on Royal -- (Dragon Country, a title of yours whose pertinence 

to an antique shop fails me) -- and since I haven ' t visited 

the shop as yet I am unable to enligh~en you on the state of 

Victor ' s budding career as a pusher of ant1qu1tes but I ' m sure 

wi th those~ blue eyes batting at a •oustomer llke palm 

fronds 1n a gale, V1otor 1s ringing up sales like the sole 

1neul1n salesman 1n a nountry of d1abet1ce . Anyway I am s eelng 

Victor tomorrow at the shop which. , he tel.le me, ts right next 

door to a male brothel (the Royal Inn) where the numbers alt 

preem1ng i n the lobby, "Bow much do they charge , Victor?" Pause . 

"For what?" Pause . "For~• Pause. "Uhhh, • • you have to rent 

a room. " V1otor also tells me tha.t Fosty Blackshire(?) , the 

"r1ghest b1oth 1n town" died todq at 85 . "She rucked, niggers , " 

Victor said, "Kept one nigger and gave hl.m fifty thoUSo.!td a 

yearl" I suggested to Victor that he take tho wonan•s place 

in the man ' s affections, With flfty thousand , even Victor's 

deep Southern bias might be overcome, 

I called Victor and asked for your number ln Key West , which 
,"I)"<_ 

I don ' t have W1th ?MS, Information told me 1t is unlisted , The 

number Victor suppli ed didn ' t work either , What 1s your number 

there? Ins calling becauae I W&8 lonely one night , I have 



hit a snag 1n the book , and I was down and wanted to talk 

to a friend to pick me up, And you always are good when one is 

depressed , 

I am here trying to rewrite the last part of my new book , 

It is golng slowly, And I go out drinking each night , which I 

think is permitted as long as I do a day ' s work. This spring , 

if I have the bread , I ' m goi ng to take a studi o here and try 

to spend sevel'al months a year in the Quarter. I am happy here , 

Tenn , near my sister and brother- ln- law, I very badly want you 

to get to know then both, I think you ' ll like them, My brothr­

ln- la1fs a fine poet even lf, whon it comes to booze , he has much 

of the Black Irishman to him. But I thlnk I excuse wrlters , 

especially poets , most everything , It ' s a toUgh row, 

Good luck wlth the play . If you have the time call Jack 

Weiser (799- 6791) he 'll be back in New York an Monday. I 

worry about him, Ruth comes back Tuesday from Dallas . And I ' ll 

be home about the 10th or 12th of this month , 

Give my love to Robert , You are lucky there . Don ' t lose 
him, I a envy you him, 

I ' ll write about the continuing saga or Victor and the 

antiquities racket , My address here ls, Rader% Wilson, 62J 

Royal Street , New Orleans 70113 

Greet Peter and Billy and Ruth and the rest for me , I miss 
you, Crooodile.,. 



Dear Tenn, 

New Orleans 

December 5, 1972 

Do )"OU know that Mary Beker Bdd,Y had an illegitimate son, that 
the Mother Churoh Annex was ded1oated in 1896 before 25 , 000 people, 
and that the good woman once charged $200 , to teaoh people the 
art of healing through magnetism? l spent the evening with Victor 
who read me h1s research paper on Maey Baker Edd)" , 11howed me hls 
luo1te (gave me a sort of purple-lavender colored ball of the 
flttU'f') and his printing enterprises ( the police oodes, veneral 
disease signs, Nixon posters sponosred bY" the CP, etc , ) and chatter"4 
oompuls1vel)" throughout the night , l think V1otor is very lonsl)" , 
and that is wh)" he talks so l!IUOh , Be m1sses you terribly and worries 
that you do not care for h1m anymore , I tried my best to reassure 
h1m on that score. I tol"y.ll1m nothing about Robert , etc . I th1nk 
he feels better now, L .... took me to dinner at a place called 
the Streetcar, Apparently he eats there every night . The exaot same 
meal -- beef paddy, ha~h browns , rri"4 eggs, mutf1n, ooffee , orange 
Juioe, It 1s odd to be eating break1'ast at 11 PJII , But , altogether, 
I round Vlotor enjoyable, the evening pleasant, and I musts~ that 
I felt sorry for him beeawse he seems veey much alone, and I don ' t 
think he has any close friends he:re , 

G1g1 1s okay, MY" God, 1s shs oldl Tuff& of hair are missing fron 
her fat bodY1 she hobbles aroundllke an old lad)", Victor 1s very 
devoted to her . 

I should be back 1n town by Monday , I ' ll call , Anxious to see 
you, bab)" , Read 1n the Times that you got an honorary doctorate 
from Hartf'ord , Congratulat1one, 

My love to Robert , 



Dllar Dotson, 

It str1koa •• ae ironical tba.t ,ou To1ce ncsh irtrong, 0011paeeionate objectiona to 
rolatin~ hmocent aasaulte on me b;y Tbe .. Tl.ua &lld Du1Jl and Victor, in T1w ot 
wbat :,ou did to ,- 1n :rour pia• about "Tt'- MovoenW 1n l14oi.ro. 

Tbat '• all I h&Te to ea:, ot an il'aeoibl• nature in tbia 1Altter1 except that 1ou d1d 
put li•s in -, 110Ut.b, such aa ba-.1.ng m1 brag about knOlling "Pap&" who lAltt r.y W•et in 
1938 and I clicln¢t •• thia island till 1~ And I didn't 11e "The lloY__eent• DOI' an;, ot 
it.. uhibitiontsts and opportuniete U11til I bad ee.,. :,ou. Rc,obttr thaf"'and don't ner 
t orget it or I•n. ban to r«mcber it tor you,., 

I know :,ou are going through a crieia in 10\lr lite. I think you did oa:md.t :,ounelt to 
the lloT.....,t and I think 10U were abattered by its oollapee. And don't know tu •xt step. 

For me the next etep 19 e.11a7, I &TOided &l.l.. attiliatione or a political D&ture aUj ot my 
lite till I ••t 1ou, and I aa gobg to avoid th• total.l;r tr<a now on, ba-.1.ng witnessed 
that black uae in the cathaclr&l ot St, Jobn tha MT111e - probabq th1 moat ebooldztg and 
diaUlueioning uperienoe ot -q lit• which h.Q oontained a great deal ot eho\>k &114 \1111111111-­
iona.,,t. 

llov tbrough ,ou I also bad tlla pr1nlege ot m••tizlg two or thr•• pure rnolutionarin auoh 
ae 0.Wnger and Mam, and Marie Ilana and tbeJ gue.,. & llrt. - -

You aro wbat ie oall.ed a wlatilA Heenoe: IIIISl'VelOWJ when it ia tor 100, dead~ wbQ againet, 

Right now I think it i• •• mnoh &gainat youreelt ae me. 

And eo I will hold-, tire till I oan lnel with 100 on thia terrible 1111bjeat. I can hllp, 
and I want ta. Of' OOllrH I can aleo attaolc 1n return tor attaolc, bu:t l don't wurt; to. 

So let•• respect tbe b&lanoe ot power betv.... ua-1 intraotione Oil ei th.er aide could be nualeaz'i 

I ban en,lo,.od ;roar c0111pu;r at a time ~•n l wee cllhtbhg deeperateq out ot the ~ :,ou. 
gaff • cllara IJld lightneee &lid I lc,y~ tor it, ccapleteq Plll'el,T and with a ohild's trust, 
despite m:, resemblanc. to • crocodile. I vant to brtf•t tbe r•at and rauber thato 

Pleaae at •• do it. 

And tab 111>1"8 care ot ;roar great and tonddable tai.at. And trust Ru1:li. 

Don
1
t ooncern :,oorselt with Rob.rt and .,., ve aro going to vorlc it out beoauH ve are 

bo1111et with each otber: just let it be. 

Tm oarel 

k✓f.r~ ~ 
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liO RE'RE, 



60 EAST 54th STREET ... ,.,.,~ ,. "'" 2) 
7
/73 

Dear Dots 

r•m not su:oa which of us has been harderf on the 

other but we sure did hit one hell of a slide in 

our once so lovely friendship and since I am about 

to split the scene , I should guess permanently in 

person, I 1d like to say goodby8.l in a civilizedl ~, 

llbth of us are hard to reaidh this weel!t so let me 

leave my list of open dates at the Dakota and you 

leave yours, if any, at the above establish~nt. 

You gotta see the new suite, 'l1he Imperial,~, it 
will liug those liaby eyes of yours out.r• 

So much to tell you - four openings in six weel!a, 

if I can still c:oun1t, and one abroad.. And the 
crocodile still surwiv.esJ 

!Qve~ 

fCD 



Dear Dotson: 

I was engrossed in the CBS nevscast vhen you called last night alXi cH.d not 

fully apprehend the nature of your request but it has now dawned upon ma 

quite clearly tbqt you wish to have printed a complete poem of mine (published 

and qoJ)Y\ll'ighted by New Directions as :well as myself) as a chapter heading f or -- -~ 
this book of yours and you want me sanction this without seeing advance proofs 

I 
of the book and as you very well know, Dotson, t his book has already been 

touted in columns as a blistering piece of scandal-mongering, and it yam: 

e x:erpt in ESQUIRE is an indication, I am sure you must understand my DI 

refusal to implicitly endorse the book by giving you use of lf(f 'Vere• bit 

before I have read the book 1'ully. 

Now that ie that and enough of that. Recently I read somewhere that the 

world is widely divid.4d between carrion.a 8.Dd crows. If you lll'UBt be a oro)I, 

please, dear Dotson, try to select your carrion with more ca.re: I mean you 

must not use such old carrion whose bones have been too much picked ove to 

satisfy this voracity of y01Irs. 

The rest of this letter is (oomparatively) a love-letter. I am sorry that 

your abrupt transition from disssenter to Elat-pe.cker has created 8UCb a 

gulf in our sooial poaitiODII that we so ruely see each other no'WBda,s and 

no longer have the lovely free laughter betwHn us that \las once such 

a heartening thing in my lite •.• 

!Things have a wa:,- of turning out so badly-, • rumiJlated lbanda Wingfield and 

I have rarel:,- bad ocoaeion to contradict her on that point. 

Still, I hope that Yortr great talent will :f'1lld its best direction and that 

yam- charm will make t6inga continue to go wll for you 88 long as the:,-

do tor any mortal being. ~ / { /J 1 



Dear 2cnn, 

t no 1·,oot 7:'!nd Stt-oot 
llcn• York, Uor. Yo&- 10023 

tleroh 10, 1973 

I cm not ,:oing to rlo1'ond m:, book to you, You havon•t ovon read 
it yot: r •,1 liko to know in which "columno" you oaw the book toutod 
as a "bli0tor1ng pieco o1' ooendal-mo:te;eri.118, " I h£.vo not ooon that . 
Tl1ll1at14i..,quo turn of phra,J0 in prin-t eJ'l;)'\':hero. ,'/bJct tho holl , Tenn, 
ai'ter you have read tho book,1f you cannot undorotlllld it, epprooiato 
1 t ea a oon1'oss1on o1' corrow and looe, i£ your hoart is eo hlll-t1 you 
cannot undoretWld what it tool: 1'or t1B to ,7r1to that book, tho pain 

that involved, 11' you e.ro not moved 'by it and instead treat it 
as eoi,e pi oce of"ooan,1a1-moni;rer1ns'', thon I do :iiot think YOU w11J. 
over bo movod by I.Ulhenoinoos and looe in fr1on~s of youro , by their 
80?To17, 

Ar, for Your poem, I uoo it 1n the book to oxprooo your point 01' 
View. 1~ ie not a chapter holldi..'lf:; rather it appoaro with.ill, tho body 
of a lo1J6 chapter. S.tnoo you ' ll be eceuUne mo of puttine; wor11"' in 
your mouth wiy,.1ey, I think the poei, at l east g:I. voo eor.io be.lance 
bet11eon what I rr..mambor your aey1ng e::id what you Gai-1 in wr1 tui.e. 
I,! inoludod Pu.lee ae e tribute to you , I write in the book ebout how 
eroe tly tho poem moved no, ho,. 1 t of:f'ected t'lo . fut ii' 1 t 2'1\l.et ;;o , 
1 t ll!US t (':0 , 

Second ooint , my abrupt trnneition fron "d1eeontor to J3at- packer, 
11 Pirat, you toll mo what a "llnt-pnckar" 1.o. I know what tho Fl'OJlk 

Sinetra Rat fuck io, but Je.t- p.~ck loevos mo COl!lpletely eyetified. 
Ror.evor , I i,:tthcr you nro saying I have Ohenecd from a dieeentor to 
a buttorfly, 11. butter.fly without Red wings , Or even le:vendor ,•,inro,i. 
Do you roaJ.l.y boliove tMt? I don ' t th:inJc you do . Don• t you con<'ider 
wr1 tint; e fo:nn of diseont llllJlmoro? You once 'lid. In overythil'lg I lvri ta I dieaent . 

Tho root of thio ic a love-letter, :r mu sorry thinso so bailly 
~or you, I think you r,ot the 1lnl':l'eeoed She.ft :f'rO'::l tho fucking 

critics, and that flll8<,rs and oeddone me, '!'hoy aro mad dogs who kill 
in packs at n18ht, u ounlight blintlo them, 

I 1•:ioh 1·10 woro toeethor. You ,·,oro so busy 1n Now York and tho t:lmo 
TOJllm3' and Jack and you a.>i·l I wero to ci:,t torethar :for •1nn 

~ <, or You :f'or,o:ot 

I 

f 



a 

and :ran off to Bi11Y' "' for ilinnor. You want mo to come to Jiey 
v:eat , ! ' 11 come. You ~,ant to soo me hero, my timo io youro . You 
soo , I al.so oino tho 1e.ughter an,l the ~eo, the seneo of play 
we n!wro , tho happy mischiof. Bu.t it ia not my ea.ga L fauJ. t we 

haven ' t boon toe:othor as mu.oh eo usu.al . 
I 1eevo tonorrow for ten day9 with Ruth in the is1ends . I ' 11 bo 

back in ?fow York on the 2.Jrd or theres.bouts . I 1·,o~iko a l otter 
from you to road whon I rot back . And I 17oulc1 1ikc'{co toll mo ao 
sp,.,cifica.1J.y es poscible Vlhat youJltra.ve1 plans ere for tho opring 

end eummor. Tlecauso I went us t o meke en e:f'f'ort to connect a.eain, 
Lis ten , Tenn, meybc I am a crow, and maybo you are too . l.'.aybo thet ' s 

why we 1ove each other bocaueo we fly in a sky abov e e. jungle filled 
with hawks ,uirl snakco and other prone.tors robbing nests , and so we 
look at each other/ end see enoue;h of the crow there in each of' us 
to meJce a bond between Ul? ae;ainst the 1,)redators . l'ihen 1 t i s all said 
and done , 1,hen I m:i r,one and you are .~one the worst they can oay 

about WJ is that we J.oved each other in our way, encl if we hurt 

each other - "nd 170 have - tt it wee from tho best of motives, 
l'.1x:, I ay that ir bncewe I lU>va bee.rd you write hurtf'UJ.1y about mo 
in your memoiw , you put m1c> r'lown. Well, even in that I wil.l see 1ovo . 
And in my book I c1eaJ. honestly and 1ovingl.J1 v,i th you. And if it 
upce"l:n you, 1-;h.£,.t con I •cay? Tonn mimin,Jeratood. He can• t soe the 
1ovo b1oedinG on the codda':l?l pae~ . 

r;:,y best to Robo!"t , Get soma ro-et, Tonn. Trust your friends more . 
In th•l end tho:t ' e ell v:e hevo , ou.r frionda . 



Dear Tenn , 

One West 72nd Street • 
New York! New York 10023 
Rut h ' s b rthdayl 
July 7 • 1 973 - 4 AM 

· I tried reaching you before 
As Robert must have told you , I was anxious to see you 

You left for Europe, not only because f h 
once more it seemed to me that our relationship , in act t e 
whole web of friendsh i ps we share , became a little foggy follow­
i ng Irene Selznick ' s party and to thi s moment I do not know why 
you never came since there was a place for you1 and Peter and 1 
and Ruth waited and waited for you to arrive ~-but also because 
my new fr i end , Jon Uker, wanted t o see you once more. Jon ts 1 _ <-~ 
twenty-five , blond , handsome 1n the manner of Hirem Kel l er , and /NJ.J 
you -t=r two years ago tn Rome where, he tells me , he once helped 
you pack , So I thought it would be great fun for you and me and 
Robert and Jon to spent an evening together , like old times , and 
laugh and play , God , how I mi ss that, the fun we had , 

Ind i rectly I am aware that Bill y has been trying to get a 
set of the galleys of Blood Dues for you, I do not have a set 
myself 1 in fact , 1 never ever recei ved a set of them, And when 
I asked Knopf I was told that 12 were printed up and had been 
sent to reviewers and that everyone else would get the book when 
it came from the printers bound , which shoul d be sometime around 
t he f.i rst week o! August , which i sn ' t f ar away , When I get a copy 
of t he book you ' ll be sent one t oo, as will a number of other 
peopl e , In any event , you have already s een the greater portion 
of t he book t hat deals with you -- the s t uff in Es quire , As I 
remember the other stuff concerns one lunch you , Christopher 
and I had together and one evening a t the hote l , There may be 
other bits and pieces but basically that ' s it, You shouldn ' t 
be worried about how I t reat you s ince I love you very much and 
I think you 9ome out as someone deeply concerned about America 
and young people and the war tha t was killing them, And any place 
I thought you might be embarrassed I did not use your name ,,, the 
hotel scene, for exampl e , i s disguis ed and your name isn ' t mentioned , 
nor ts the Elysee or any other detail which might connect you 
wi th what I descri be (that ls the n ight whenl I was on Demerol 
and in bad sha pe _and you t hrew Chris and his fr i ends out of the 
room, which I still look upon as a great statement of your friend ­
ship to me , of your concern) , So , Tenn , please don ' t be anxious . 
I have never and would never do anything I thought would wound 
you or embarrass you. I love you too much , 

1 have been traveling a lot, I was in Dallas for Esquir e , and 
out on the Coast, and I spent about ten days i n New Orleans where 
I had dinner with Vic , Hi s hair l e dark brown and h 

1 
i 

thin and quite lonel y for you . Gi g i l ooks bet ~e thae 
1

: qu te 
seen her, s he ' s thin t oo , but as to her 1 r n ve ever 
t estify , While Gig i complained t o me of t ~nesomeness I cannot 
Nixon and the Watergate mess she did not e1heat and bitched a bout 
absence. So it goes . • a 8 8 • mention her master's 

Ruth and 1 arrive in London on Jul y 12 w 
at Burt Shevelove' s flat , I would appr ect;teei~tt; be staying 
write me there, We will be at Burt ' s f or YOU would 
going to Majorca for about three weeks Whten 1ays and then we' re 
the New Orleans novel, Tt)at vlll be the r :~:t tw

1
111 try to finis h 
me since early 



spring that r •ve had the time to work on it• My London adress 1s, 
Dotson Rader ¼Burt Shevelove, One Hyde Park Street , London W2 . 
t'elephone,403-6931, , 

When I know our address is Majorca I 11 send that along to you , 
I had dinner with Peter the other night , He will be doing a 

play in Paris , He goes to France in September to begin casting , 
It ' s a story based on a writer in Russia beins persecuted by its 
social-fascist regime , Good for Peter! I have joined a committee 
here to protest the surpression of Soviet intellectuals and Jews . 
I think it is obscene when writers 1n anyway support the Soviet 
Government as long as that Government represses freedom , That 
isn ' t socialism. I am glad you never went to Russia , Your presence 
there would simply be used to give the sheen of respectability 
to that oppressive regime, It is no wonder Ntxon and the Russians 
get along so well1 they ' re both totalitarians at heart, and both 
kltll hate to give their writers and press freedom, 

Tom Seligson is working to complete his novel , Ruth goes into 
rehersals for Mart ' s play in September -- Mart ' s in Martha ' s 
Vineyard resting up to face the critical in the fall , And I saw 
Hank McCormick and Donald Madden at Joe Allen' s bar the other 
night , Have they become a pair? The quick and the dead , Ha , 
Christopher just returned from Paris , In January the :-1\.lseum of 
Modern Art in Paris will have an exhibition of Christopher ' s 
photographs, Incredible! And Christopher has gotten a Jobi Even 
more incredible, ~e is photo editor for a rook magazine, Sweet 
Chris, I think hes finally pulling it together, 

I hear you love Italy , And I am happy for that , I only wish 
you were nearer home so I coulrl see you , Give my best to Rob t 
I hope the writing goes well for both of you, er • 

PS , I was deeply moved by your Homage to Inge Wh 1 read of his death in New Orleans , I am la • at 
I think the obits in Time and Newsweek !erde you wrl ote crue • 

loss l I 
that because 
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Ruth Darlinp: I 
1 • f "Blood Dues" to read on the 

b:r. Gotlie"tl;.s assistant gave me a copy O • 
· t to s y right off that it is plane down here to New Orleans and I wan 8 

for the most part 
8 

brilliantly wr.it ten book which will almost certainly 
have a fine critical and popular rec.eption, I am happy for you and Dotson 
a bout that. However illl!itated I become wi thDotson' s litt le peculiarities 
of behavior toward his friends, I am always aware of him as an artist 
with intense feelings , not one of the pack of scriveners who are out for 

hire , 
Forgive me for my concern for the effect it may have upon me . That ' s 
a concern which none of us can aff'ord t o discard, no matter how trivial 
it may seem compared to the existence of an important work. But we are 
all workers , and we must defend our work and our "public images• from 
things that are prejudicial , Dotson knows that and you know that. Of 
course t he episode of the actor-hust,;;-:~ating in my living-room 
at the Plaza is a gratuitous bit of-~ on Dotsonls part, I do 
not allow any visitor of t he night not well known to me to remain over­
night , with access to the room where I work and keep my manuscripts - als• 
I have never known an actor who would behave in this way. The behavior 
of husllers is• another and sadder matter - one would have to knock me 
out with a very stout piece of wood or metal - an erect penis wouldn' t 
suffice - to obtain such visiting-privelegee . I think what Dotson ie 
recalling is a time in the summer or early Fall of 1970 when I was 
frightened about my heart and felt alone and I called him and asked him 
if he could drop by - I knew that he'd still bb awake - and he sent over 
a very nice young friend of his named Kris Kristofferson who was a com­
fo·rting presence for an hour before daybreak and then departed with 
a generous remittance which he well-deserved, Unfortunately he has 
continued along the declivitous path of such people and Dotson and 
I were both shocked, some months ago, to see him hanging out on a notor­
ious street-corner, Fifty-third and third. 
I will get back to the book, Dotson ' s, but let me try to explain some 
thing to you about myself Which you haven't seemed to understand, I 
am at an age when I have a particular need for love, as distinguished frc 
sex. I know you don•t understand this because one night at Joe Allen's 



I talked to you about my distress over the defection of a "secretary• of Whom 

I had become very f ond through propinquity over a period of half a year, and 
you said that I should not look for 19ve in those I live with - that I could 
find it in bars or on streets, or something to that effect. Well, this was 
a terrible simplification of a very serious personal problem . I can' t live 
that way. Oh , I can go Uncl e Charlie's and JJick up a hustler once l.n a great 
while-but love? Christ , no : - It makes me wish that I had some interest in 
onanism . . . 

This past summer I lost my young friend Robert. He was freaked out by the 
shattering experience of OUT CRY1 he went on pills with no control• finally, 
after we'd settled in a lovely apartment in Positano , he got hold of some 
"hash" - and then I had to split for London, knowing that we were asking for 
~ears in a foreign jail. Maybe foreign jails are better. But as Judith Malina 
found out , you can't pursue a theatrical career in one - and that's what we 
have to pursue . Still, I loved Robert deeply. Dotson didn't understand that, 
either, and when I stopped seeing him last Spring it was because he quite 
openly and brutally tried to come between Robert and me - at a time when I 
had only Robert to care for and bi whom to be cared for . Well, reading 
the book about Dotson's true anguish during this period , things like that 
become inoonsequential almost . Almost. I think that Dotson as a person 
must learn a bit more about kindness and I think you could be a good teacher, 

With love, 



Dear Tenn , 

One West 72nd Street 

New York, New York 10023 

September 16, 1973 

Ruth said she wanted to show me aomething to make me happy. 

and it did make me happy and so 1 She showed me your letter, 

asked her if I could reply to it since it seemed to concern me 

and you, baby , and my book , Why your letter made me happy is 

because it ended months of anxiety over what you thought about 

Blood Dues and its author (As soon as the books came from bhe 

printers and a copy was available to me I had it sent to you 

at Key West , which is where I thought you were, along with an 

inscription and a covering letter), for I have spent the time 

since spring hearing gossip of your doings and your alleged 

remarks ~oncerning me, and I found the decline in our friendship 

very painful to me, deeply hurtful to my feelings, and, to be 

honest , it embittered me for I could think of nothing of suf"ficient 

gravity I had done to account for such a steep fall from grace. 

Now I know I can be very difficult·- and I was moat difficult 

for all my friends some time back•· and that I sometimes drink 

so much and I am a possessive and jealous personality and that 

I too easily say wounding things when I feel defensive and threatened. 

But I have always thought that With us , balancing these negative 

traits,r had good qualities too, among them a devotion to you 

as a man and a friend , a sense of loyalty, and an openness to 

play and laughter, In your letter you aay I tried to come "quite 

openly and brutally" between you and Robert , In all honestly, 

I do not remember the attempt, But I take your word for the 
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transgresslon,and at this remove in tlme all I can do , Tenn , 

ls apologize because I cannot explain what I cannot remember. 

I was fond of Robert and, more, I was glad you had a secure and 

loving relationship because I think you require that for your 

worM, And now it is over and I am truly sorry, I know what it 

is to lose a person one loves , worse to lose a friend and lover 

and to wake one night to find the bed empty of that familiar 

body and to long for his return. We go on, We make do. And 

I believe that much of what allows us to go on in life•· for 

I believe artists swim in pools of sharks --is the constancy 

of our friends , And it was the break in our friendship and the 

fact that it laid Int me open to further breakage, made me vul­

nerable, that was so disheartening to me, Hell, let me admit it, 

I just plain m1!l!. you , Tennessee. And when Christopher and TO!D 

ret~rom Deep Hollow~regale with me the fun they had 

with you, I get bitter and think, "Why wasn • t Dotson there? 

Dotson should be with Tennesseel" 

So I would like us to patch it up, And I know, like the 

tents my father once preached in, the tent of our friendship 

doesn ' t always keep out the rain and certainly not the children 

nor the wolves slipping in under itsfolds, and that it already 

has been covered with patches, but it is serviceable and good 

anyway and I think, considering the emotional fire of both of us, 
our w<, 
m occasional torment, mol I th~ manage well, Let ' s get on 

with it, Tenn . Life' s too goddamn short and friends too few. 

Write me, 

PS, Mark Kluz apparently ls ln the Medi 1 .._ ca r~lson at Vacaville in 
C.llfomla . I a11 very worried, unable to contact him, It is a 
snake pit, Vacaville, 



TONIGHT ON BOURBOM STREET 1 M!:l' >. KID NAMED W~'f WHO LATER S>.ID I HAD 

~ISIDmERSTCOD HIM , THAT IT WAS REALLY WES . BUT I REFUSE TO DROP fflA'l' 

LOVE:tY MISUh1>ERSTANDING. 
!'HIS WEEK END I RFI'URN TO fflE ELYSE! AJ\1> IP 'l'HA'l' DE'f'dCTIV! 'l'APB_RECORDER 

AND DISTORTED LENS OP YOURS HAVE BUJi REPAIRED, I ' D LIJCE YOU 'l"O CALL KE . 

MAYBE WE CJ H S'i'ILL PIND THI?iGS TO UNI)ERSTAND TOGETHER . I,OVE 'l'O RU'!'H • 

~DIBER KE ,o 'ffl~N ~s EVER, 

r #,~" W. 

Al 



Tenn•••"• 

In rwy tllle atreeta led to the qulckdllde 
Speech betrayed ae to the alaughterer• 
1bere vaa little I could do. But vlthout M 
1he rul_.• wuld have bNn 1ION aeaure. 1hl• 111h 111 hope. 
So the tl• paaaed ••Y 
Which on earth•• glven •• 

For we kn• only too well, 
Evan the hatred of aqualor 
Mak" the brw grow atern. 
Ev• ang.- agalnat tn.)latlce 
Mak" Che voice arov taarah. Al••• we 
Who viehed to lay th• foundatlona ot klndn•• 
Could not ounelYN be kind. 

8ut you, Whan at laat it coaea to paaa 
lhat an can help hie fel lOlf aan, 
Do not judge ua too harahly. 



P,tclson and ,\\..,yr.rs ., 
.. • ~t.l&• fl-,1 1, ,eQ • 

Ill:? J\vrnat" of .Le A-.~nCH 

N~w \'ork N \' IOOlG 
r,,t; • •• • 100 

<•II < • i£Ul11r,, ... , ... ,. ... , .. ........ ..... .,,. .. ...... ,,. ...... , ............ , .... 
f;~ U O• a , .. a , 1• 

ocitobGr 10, 1973 

Kr. Robert Gottlieb, p.reaic!ant 
and Bditor ln Chief 

Alf.red A. Knopf, Inc. 
201 Baat 50th street 
Hew York, Dev Yor~ 10022 

Dear Kr. Gottlieb, 

I bava your letter of October 8t h in anaver to 
mine of September 26th with reapoct to DOtaon R.ador' e book 
•.Blood Du•••• 

I have revlowecl your 11axpl anation° for the un­
authorized uaa of ~rm•••" Will iama' poem, "Pul•••, with 
both Nr. williua and sew Direction• Pr•••• which hold.a 
the book publiehing right■ in the poa. 

OD behalf of tu. Willi ... , l ·" adviM you 
that notvithatanding the explanation, ha r..ruu tbe in­
fringing u•• of bia poM •• ••riou and •ube~tlal. Aa 
I - aur• you ua ewan, vorda an4 phr•N• froa two algni-
1:lcant line• in the poea are u•twS •• tba chapter beading, 
"'1:lcb J.a .repeate4 on 14 pag••• Xft addition, 4-V2 11Daa 
ue u.-4. __, Direction■ baa authoriNCS • on lta behalf 
to •4viae you that it c:onaidera auch UN a eubetaatial in­
friag1■•nt of the poea which cannot be coaa~ either 
by t:be pu))liahu, or II&'. w1111.... On tbels a:.a.u, w 
~equeat ~•t you •-•4iately c .. M aD4 dieaiat ~ publitlb­
iDII and .. 111;ng th• book containing •ucb inirlllglng a•, 
in default of which ou:r client ha• inauucted aa to ■Mk 
all available legal remecSi••• 

X encloee an extra copy of my letter to you of 
~r 26th, u vell •••copy of thia letter, and re­
~t tbat you Jd.n4ly forvarcS them to Mr. a■a.r, lllbo•• 
._ .. boat• we do not know, a■ ot.u cU.•t aball bold hi.a 
reapaaalbl• .. well. 

Slncenly ~•• 

•lori■ V. L■eky 



............ ... ... . .. .. . ,....,.. . ., ..... ... 
~ ...... .. " . .,.... ... , ... .......... , .. 

f atelaoR aad M•yers 
1212 Ave.,,. of die A.e~ 

Neiw York. N Y, 100~ 

rt Gottlieb, realdaot 
B41t.or ln Chief 

s-ptember 26, 1973 

lfxo4 A. ~pf, lDc. 
01 at 50th str .. t 

YOrk, l1ew York 10022 

Doar *. Gottlieb, 

% -. writing thia lettez: to yog OD .bltbal! ot 
·IWT~ .... Willi••• in coaMCtloD vitb •aJ.ood DGea• • 

bdar baiDg pa~i.W by YGQ• 

i.e i.n.:aoaia r~ttabl.e 
DO~ boDoncl 1111d 

CODAi.Da_lU4_ 
IUlU.••• J Ila 
J.ay. 

••• ••N . .. ~ ....... .. ....,~-
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J '"'""' 111 r .. z- ~ tdtt.,r/h,n, T111c11 
Po:1.-#J' • J I 
,, ••r ) 
·r.ulk c~ Jwl.-J";Or 

Mid Tellnr •• ..1.llltt.i, wbo,.;r 111..1\oblo(r& ,:1¥, n .. , n..., n •• S..S liot.o!, 

i· nov ,J".l,W 

X 0!)1,1bl•i1i1.v•4; libel 1.:.,yer .tt.fr 4 c»naidorUlil• ni..rlto of ~ !ir~t. 

twder OYOr' ll pl-.;~r-1::od' po,c:a inoorpor:atcll 1n the t4)(;. ot ~,,. • ., boOlt. 

W• nuim t.bat., tor one ".'ll}11a beat., lf;t. tlle land Jc,.1p thlli:t:tt froq t.'" 

"W fox.I Ucc and &.anted ~'Ill.• 



pct,;,p,lo. • 

t11111CUH ~ •nua,c,rous :.bt~.) orfontbe t.o Hr. Willl.iq. 11 On October 10, 

(.ul.t. or wMcb our d.1ont. ~ Utot.r.ic~ 1.1a to ;e,olc Alt Ue.1\1 r-c-... n~a. • 

' "YMZY?i 77--11 9 J 

Bill LoYrrcl, Xnopf p.ubllcl.1,r dirciccor, .:iaicl only t.hat •t.t:o 

~ l»b COtt.Uob, Ra.dor'o 

edit.or, didn't vioh t.o be quot:.od. 

Rad-or ~J..f Ofq~ lt.'4 all ll IIU:it.ak(, , ~™' OOt. hi.~ r-.itt.. '7he 

po~., vu S'Jp.po::;od to hA\'0 bccrt t"C!M\'Od by trio;>! ll!t,,,r O pt P''lf'!tl:o,ion 

i,o reprint. w«11 <ktn~ud. It. will 'oft N!tlOYod fror. !'\lwro edh,ioM, and \O,lU(..,:1 ' 1t 



in "°'G.11y e-1' 1'on:.e:i~oo1o ! M. .. 11da, bi,C,11,1~ lie h.ic tolJ .ii. ,.c.cor61nt tQ R..t.4er, 
\ltlo I ,.n Vl.!on ptlrt. or tbu ~aer4,t.. 

hb 1tbo1u, tho R•ctor book t.nd 1! ho pl.arti~ed to we. 

c-r!ort. on '-hclr (Kno~f) boMl! t.o pr'l):'IOt.o u ...n:s4l.ibl41 boolc, J! t.1-;c,. c0fl,11t.,uu. 

lie ~uldn' t, do chat. to G.1'10t.h1:r vr!t.or." 

8 d 



one weet 72nd Street 
New York , New York 10023 

Apr i l 22, 1974 

Dear Tt>t1neseee, 

It is a beautiful day in New York , 1.n the 70s , the 
sky as clean as;. washed elate , t he park full . I am in my 
new npartment on the 8th floor of the Pakota 1 it is small , 
bedroom , l iving room , bath, but it has a three- cornered bay 
window which jute out over 72nd Street like an extra breast- • 
and within this breast I slt and watch the people in the park , 
Rich~rd is asleep on the bed, He is still quite sick , The 
doctors are undecid~d as to the nature of the Aickonss , mono 
perhaps , or some kind of internal dama~e resulting from hie 
accident a year and a half ago ~~Paris, delayed and insidious . 
He looks better to day, Ilia eyesirclear , his d1.11positton happy. 
Richard lay in the sun awhmle this afternoon, end now he 
rests , I pray that he will be well soon , His spleen is swoll en , 
his liver infected , and he has an almost conttnuous fever , 
Too many years of booze and dru~s at teo yo~ an age , Too 
tough a 11.fe . It ie as 1.f around twenty ye~r6 God knocked 
the wind out of him and he waits . defensiv-ely , co heal . He 
has not been?treated fairly by life , not happily. But t hen , 
who has bPeT\. Life a imply has no sense of fair 1>lt1y, 

Ruth is in Los Angeles, She has a leading rolo i n a new 
play , The Charlatan by Uerek Walcott , a black playwright . 
Clevel and Little i s also in the play . It opens at the Mark 
Taper Forum on May 11 (previ ews) and has i~cr1tics O en1n 
on May 23 , It rune unti l July 7 . Ruth is ha p 

8 
although she loathes the coast d ?PY to be wor k i ng , 

i 
I an she is lucky with thi s 

pladyi , t(Ruishcllever , wi tty , about blacks and whites in t he West 
In es t f> aye ,~re , Upshot a h 
English 1,atrl cian , !>he has cer~a1ntomew at down-at•the- he el s 
waits and schemes to accomolish Y seen better times , and now 
the connivance of several unecru he~ 8 i!;in~ huaba"lrl • s c1cat b with 
in the play , and Ruth has a l on pu ous.._ blacks , TheN> la music 

Rut h would l i ke t o mount a : s ons v 
and she wonders if she would h~ oducti on of sweet ~1.r d ,,, 

I l eave for Montana to l a v e your permiss i on t 6 do so? 
new movie, Rancho Deluxe. ~ori a small role in Frank Perry ' s 
chance ·· at l est! • • to be inpt is by Tom McGuane. I t l s my 
to Loe Angeles to see Ruth for a cowboy movie. After,l am flying 
to Minneapolis t o see my s lat 8 few days, a fter having gone f1r

8t 

As I miss you. Please writ:r • 1 mlse them both . Terrifica lly, 
111e. Hy love to Robert . 

Love , 

PS I Richard Will be staying 
write IN here 1f you have the t lnlm IIIY a!>Brtment 

8 • 1~111 be 
1n my absence, 
sent on. 



The Gotham Book Mart 

and 

Simon and Schuster 

cordially invite you to meet 

TENNESSEE WILLIAMS 

and celebrate the publication 
of his new novel 

MOISE AND THE WORLD OF REASON 

on Thursday, May 15, 197 5 

The Gotham Book Mart Gallery 

41 West 47th Street, New York 

5 to 7 
o'clock 

admission by 
invitation only 
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New York Magazine 

755 Second A-. New Yo,~. N.Y, 10017 
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New Directions Publishers 

and 

The Gotham Book Mart 

cordially invite you to meet 

TENNESSEE WILLIAMS 

and celebrate the publication of 

ANDROGYNE, MON AMOUR 

on Tuesday, May 10, 1977 

from five to seven o'clock 

at the Gotham Book Mart Gallery 

41 West 47th Street, New York 
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The Gotham Book Mart 
41 West 47th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10036 
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One more iU•fated colla,boration t.tc.es place be­
tween lhem. when Williams undenakcs l0 direct 
W\ndham•s play, "The Starless Air." in Houston. OUr­
ing this period, Windham finds himseJr barred rrom 
tha.rehtusals or his own work, only to discover later 
\hat WU\\ams has taken U)e Hberty of rewriting some 
of h.i.,s speeches (introducing refertn<:u to ''mendac• 
ity" thl!I.I. are ht.tt!.r to appear in •'Cat on a Hot Tln 
Roof'). The entire project coUapscs wh.~ Witli&ms 
ca.n'l fiftd t.bc time to direct the play on Broadway. 

Strttdtcd by lhese. tokens of human devotedne-ss, 
the friendship bco1.ween I.he two men frays and tear$, 
though 1t never actually unravels. The ltttars grow 
n,otc guard.NS, more dtJcns3vt, mort infrequent, final­
ly conducf.ng in lh.e 1960's aft~ Windham has pub­
nshcd II roman it dllf whlch M; lnte-nds as a tribute to 
Wllliams bu1. which Ole pl")'Wright takes badly. later, 
wtlhams give, b.is fMitnd peffllission to sell a "Gla.Sli 
Menagerie.. manuscript to support his sojourn in 
Rome. But even this g~aous ,:nture au,es acri~ 
-nony, alnce Willnuns does not realize • sufficiently 
luge tax hr,,ak from tho saloc ·'The manll4':ript, •· 
w-..ndham writ~!. "went for $6.000 - con~derab1y 
less than tht Sl0.000 ht u:pccted - and I was soon 
l<io}lrlng that l had sold it the wrong way and cost 
hlm a grt:at de-al of moocy,,. 

Throughout the quarter-century of mist:rHtment 
chronic.led fa the book. W1ndham maintains an air of 
sympathetic ·l.iJtderslknding, in • daspla.y of what 
Wllllatl\11 chantcttrites • bu ''morbid humility."' The 

11-. a .... ,.in. Dean of the School of Drama at 
Yale, Is LU author of •"The CUiture. Watch~ Essay, 
on Tbea'"' at1d Society. 1969-1974'" and olller books. 

J:' I }1 I --.;: 

I 
---;.,_- ~ ~- ~ - --,_, 

DHwlt-obvPlerrer..T,n 

yeast or hurt reeHngs, howe.ver, has rernlented enough 
in the meantime to rise subtly in the publlcntion of 
this prtvate correspondence, where WIUiams emerge$ 
a.s a figure. \\'ith n~ apparent Interest in anyl.h.lng but 
the advance1nent ot his c.arl!er and the $Att.Stacllon of 
his appethes.. Gore V1da1, reviewing Wiltiams's auto­
b,ographkal "Memoirs," has remarke(J on the play­
wright's "indifference to plaC'C, a.rt, history''; his oQ­
servation is m,.ore than confirmed in lhe$e letters. 

Indeed, it is remarkable - considering Willlt1rns's 
crtattve ~nsitivity in Ms plays - how linle he ac­
tually permits himself to $~ on his u,vels abroad. 
He finds no ''charm"' i.n Pa:ris except for "thtte lovely 
.:tub$ where the boys dance together:· He Is "for~ 
lorn., ln London because "tlhere are only middle-aged 
fags who still thln.k they ett young •nd pretly," He 
aflocu Rome, primarUy becau.se "you can't waJk a 
block without betna ac<:o1ted by - you WOUld 
,spend~ whole e,,eninc uyin& to make. In the New 
Yorlt ban,00 

Landscape, uehltflC!ture. nat\ltt', food, pollti~ 
phllolophy, the soelal ctimate--none. of these aC0\1.16 
rnuoh eommentary from Willlams, or assume much 
importance, as cc,mpared with that long parade of 
bust.Jen, rough trade, .sailon. and young boys that 

LeS'$ emeruun10g is t.ne tenaency, aJr-eady sel'.!n In 
his relationship with Windham, to sacrifice people to 
his personal and professional need!, WIiliams admits 
that his "ratio of concerns" puts friendship weU 
beJow his work and his hypochondria, but protests 
that, de-spite being ''fantastic.alJy self.centered,·· he is 
not a disloyal friend; there js not much evidence here 
to support that contention. Margo Jones, so instru• 
menta.J In geuing Wi!Uams's earJy work produced, 
is screpped from "You Touc)led Me!'' after doing the 
play in Pasadena (''Margo will not be crushed over 

, being left out or a pOSSible Broadway production. I 
told her right along that sJle wourd have to take her 
chances on that tind $he knows it"), 

Ot course.. the anot1ls of Broadway are bur,dng 
wJth such sto,ie-s, and, besides. we expect an artf,sr 
i.O be ruthless on be.half or hJs art. Too often, how• 
ever, Williams seems ru1hless on behalf of his career. 
Hjs friend, Windham. quote.s from an intervjew Wil­
lia.ms once gave to The Times in which he said; ··The 
re-al f~ct is that no c,nc means a great dca.l to me. 
anyway, .•. I prefer people who can help me in 
some wa;1 or other, and most of my friendships are 
acci:lental... Windham adds: "f had a hard time 
convincing outr.lged a.cqU11:lntances that he was s,ay. 
ina no Ol)C meant a Rreat deal to him comp3red to 
bis work, that he preferred people whose private 
respanses helped him with this private vocation.'· 

The tone Js exculpato,y and sympathetJc. but if 
one Hstens ca.rof'ully, one can ju.,t hear the, shrUI 
whistle of a lone-suppressed rage. DonaJd Windham 
has published a very damag(ng book, in which a 
man who tended lo treat people as obje<:l.s becomes 
something or an obJe:ct himself. And lhus the whirli­
gig or time bring$ in his revenges, ■ 
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A friend of mine has spent most of her life cultivating 

the acqunintance of painters nnd writers, most of wl1om are 

either shy aud tongue-tied or else e1;otistical drunks. I 

never understood her hohlly:,t'.,~ $\he's a woman of con­

siderable social cachet with El decided distaste for the 

inarticulate and the alcoliolic. Nevertheless she collects 

artists with the enthusiasm some people bri11g to collect­

ing tropical fish. 

Let me give an example of her addiction to Art-Lit 
Collection. 

Shortly before Thornton 11ilder died I sat with him at 

a press party in New York. The place was noisey . Wilder 
was tired and spoke in a rough whisper. One sensed that he 
was on his lost legs. 

As I was talking with him this woman, the Art-Lit Col­
lector, rushed to our table, slluvetl a slip of pape;· under 

his nose, and urged him to ~rite a note to her and to sign 
it "with great, enduring love, Thornton Wilder ." With some 
bewilderment, this he proceded to do. 

The following day the woman ca lled to boast. "Whnt luck! 
I'm sure it's the last time Hilder'll sign his name. If.~ 

own it. Signed, sealed, and dated in his own goddHmn band!" 
She proved to be correct. 

Why I mention this is because, after reading "Tenneddee 
Williams' Letters 'fo Donnla Windham 1940-1965; edited and 
with comments by Donald 11i ndhnm" I lceep remembering that 

)woman's ob~essive harvestin~ or Art-Lit letters, scraps 
of manuscripts, tape recordings, photos, signed menus. I 
think about her gathcrinc; the exhaust of the lives of 
artists, and doing it with a s'leclly eye to thei;, sale 
value at Texas or Virginia U or Sotl1eby Parke Uernet. She 
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is, like Donald lhudham, a scanvenger of literary his­

tory, n peddler of privileged ruatcrjal . 

The Art-Lit Collector never struck me as pernicious 
until I rend Donald Windham's bool< of 'I'cnnessee 1-lillinms ' 

letters. 
I heard about the letters more than a year ago when 

Truman Capote urged me to read thcro. "You won't believe 

it," he said, "'l'ennessee is going to be furious ." Capote 
had been sent a copy of the $75 limited edition. I didn't 

read the book then, b11t I have now, after it was published 
in an inexpensive trade edition IJy llolt llhinehart and IHn­

ston (New York). Uy then the controversy had begun. Capote 
was right. •rennessee Williams is furious. 

11e has cause to be. Even Sheila Graham, a woman not 

known for her caution, had the self-restraint not to pub­
lish her bathetic memories of F. Scott Fitzgerald until 

aftp.r the writer dropped dead on her parlor floor. Donald 
Windham doesn't have equal decency . 1-lut then, as Sheila 

and Vonny know, such profitahle violations of confidence 
have become the national party game . Be assured, Williams 
never ,1ould have written the letters as he did, or written 
to Donald Windham at all, if he had known that one day 
they'd see print . 

The publication of the letters is itself reason enough 
for Williams' nnger. nut add to that Windham ' s self­

serving, arrogant commentary (he refers immodestly to him­
self throughout the book as ''Tennessee's conscience'' a , 
~elf-delusion), his dishonest editing, and shovel on top 

Ar that the attack on Willimns in the New York Ti~es uook 
Review by one llohert llrustein, a teacher at Yale, and one 



marvels at Williams' patience i n not taking out a Mob 

contract on the whole wretched crew. Perhaps he has. 

194G. Williams writes in response to criticism by a 

drama teacher, something; our Hobert Drustein also is . 

''These professors who write verse and criticism of 

verse and everything else do not realize that there are 

a number of artists who cannot teach school and yet have 

to eat, drink, wear clothes and live in houses or at least 

rooms of houses, and who need a bit of comfort and dig­

nity in their lives in order to bear them. From the haven 

of the academy the rough edges of the problem are not 
apparent. I know them all too well. I have all but killed 
myself contending with them for a good many years. The 

only answer is toughness and then more toughness. That is 
how alligators were made through many ages, not one healthy 
poet in the duration of his lifetime." 

In the New York Times Brustein makes a number of accusa­
tions against Tennessee l~illiams, using the Windham-edited 
letters as supporting evidence. 'I'he attack doesn I t hold 
water. He charges Williams with "conniving" to diminish 
Donald Windham's share of the potential profits of "You . ' 

Touched Me", a play based on the D. H. Lawrence story 
that they wrote inore or less t ,ogether in the Forties . There 
were no profits, potential or otherwise. 

Brustein goes on to attack Williams as a blatant careerist, 
a man une;cncrous w:i.th his friends, an "erotomaninc" "inor­
d:i.nately, obsessively preoccupied with announcing his erotic 
adventures", "grown tioarse fro111 screaming" his homosexunli ty 

) to an indifferent world. Moreover, the school teacher indicts 
Williams as being "ruthless", l>itchy with an " impressive 
gift for planting teeth in another's back", self-,-centered, 
and so 011 . 
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Drustein's indictment is neitl1er pleasant nor true. 

And yet, curiously enough, in the last fifteen years 
the charges made by Urustcin have come to be part of 

Tennessee Williams' public image and have bee11 used by 
school teachers like DrusLein and what Gore Vidal calls 

"book chat" writers to attack the monumentality of his 
work by sullying his character. Vidal himself, as a 
·self-styled friend of Williams, has recently joined the 
chorus singing the sinner's sins. Unlil<e Windham's be­

trayal, which shocked Williams, Vidal's soprano piping 
against him couldn't have come as 01uii:1<1xm any surprise. 
He had an accurate fix on Vidal soon after they met in 
Rome in 1948. 

"He (Vidal) is such a lunatic that anything he says 
is partly discountable . 1 liked him but only through 
strenuous effort to overlook his conceit . ne has studied 

• 
ballet and is constantly doing pirouettes and flexing 
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his legs, and the rest of the time he is comparing himself 
and Tru111an Capote (his professional rival and Nemesis) 
to such i"igures as Doestoevsl<y and Dalsac . 11 

~l i lliams hns ignored Vj dal ' s increasingly shrill 
critic ism of him partly, I suspect, bec·ause they were 
never close friends . Vidal has the vice of inflating his 
self-proclaimed intimacy witu celeurat.ed people, something 
that irritates Ti'uman Capote. Contn1ry to Vidal• s claims, 
he and Capote were never close friends . 

Windham is another matter. 'l'lle pity there is that in 
' this most recent round of Tennessee Wil liams ' long bout 

with the Lit-Crit gan~, the ammunition , such as .it is, 
should be so ea1terly supplied JJy Donald IHndham, indis­
putobly one 01· the pl aywri1; 1& t ' s o.l1lest pals . 
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The first time Donald WJndhnni ever entered my awnrencss 

was when Capote told a runny story about l<i lJ.ia111s and him. 

It seems ihc two writors, as young n,en, picked up several 

sailors in Times Squnt·e and brou1;ht them back to their 

fleabag hotel. It muy have been the Claridge llo tel in New 

York where 1/indham a,imits he nnd Williams were beaten up 
by two sailors. In Capota' s story the sailors knocl<ed the 

two friends about, tied Ll,cm to two straightbnck cl,airs, 

took their money and left them. And there they sat bound 

for forty-eight hours until a cleaning lady discovered them . 

After, Capote asl<ed 1-.' illiams what iC'cl been lilce . 
"You know how Donny is. We had so,ne very intense liter-

ary discussions!" 
"But didn't yoll get thirsty and hungry? I wean, tted 

up all that time1 What was tbe worst part?" 
''Baby, the worst part was that the hotel charged us 

double occupancy for two days l" 
I don't thinl, Windham, who is a hwnorless man, would 

nave seen the experience witi, the same amuse,uent . l:'ro­

fessionally, Oouald Windham is known, if kno1\ln at all, as 

a w'riter of effetely preci<>us prose. lie is a person of 
dainty sensibility 11ho trips thr·ougll life with pursed lips 

and the air of injured vnoity. !laving stlldied his edited 

version of IHlliums' letters one discovers that what one 

always suspected about him is true, namely that under the 

treacle prose, bitter U ke a spoiled cherry covered in 

sweet chocolate, are the petty resentments and embittered 

false pride r1J1Jbed sore !Jy too little achievement in too 

)long a career. 
i\s a fnil ed writer Windhtun hacl the luck, good or bad, 

to be the friend of the finest plny,,,right of his .time . Ile 

!mew Tennessee Williams before "The Glass Menagerie", that 

is !Jefore his fir·st world success, anrl continued to know 

hi.111 until now. Ile watched at close proximily \Hlliams' 

rise trom obscurity to fume and later saw something of 
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the debility and the panic, badly covered by pills, booze 

and boys, that his fricntl would suffer in the Sixties . nut 

Williams is a survivor, something Windham didn ' t believe 
he was. lie counted him out. For whatever reason, the need 

for o fast buck, publicity, jealousy gone rampant, or sim­
ply an urge to settle old scores Donn.ld Windham ended that 

friendship by publishing the letters . It's too bad for him 

because his friendship with Willio.ms was the only thing 

about his life that is memorable. 
\1hat about the letters, and Ilrustein' s charges? 
This question of Tennessee Williams' erotomonia. When 

his "Memoirs" were published two years ago, the same charge 
was laid at his bedroom door, i.e. tlillt he was excessively 
sexually active and had the bad form to talk about it. 
Worse, not only did he snitch ,on his lovers but, at least 

in "Memoirs", his memory was faulty. Ile got dates, places, 
names wrong. Ile botched it up. '!'he Jatter -- his tmreliable 
recall in "Memoirs" -- Windham snaps at in his footnotes 

to the letters. (( Mem.oi~s II 
_About six months before Williams began writing the ll11s-lt 

I went with him to a warehouse in Manhattan where he has 
over the years stocked plastic trees, wicker funiture, fi~ 
cabinets and other objects that he had no use for but couldn't 
throw away. He went through the drawers •of a 1"iling cabinet 
in the bad light of the warehouse bin. Ile was searching for 
for notebooks he had kept in liis youth . 

That night, back ot his hotel -- he was staying at the 

) Plnz~ - - he St\t on the i !Jed readinr; through the notebooks, 
reading passages outloud, cackling "'iih lnughtcr as he did . 
As he finished each one he'd toss i. t to 'I fl · 

• • 1e oor. Leaving 
the hotel the next morning he completely forgot to pack 
the )S notebooks :ind had to be r eminded . Ile seemed incti.ffercnt . 
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Unl i ke Donnld \1indhnm, Wi ll inms has al11nys !Jecn in­
diffe rent to the evidence of t l ,c pas t -- mnnuscrjpts, 

l etter s , photos , and !.he l jl,e . Once i n J<ey West , years 

a go , he t old me n!Jou !. n long , t wen Ly-sorne page letter 

he ha d r ec e i ved from Eu~ene O ' Nei l l s hortly befor e he 

d ied . I n it O'Neill wrote urgently and sndly about hi.s 

l ife ancl work . w illia1ns remar ked on how moved he had 

been hy the letter. I asked to rend it . Ile looked nt me 

with surprise. lie didn't like the question. 

"I never save per sonal letters . Why should I?" 
Why indeed'! I was nma~ed that i,n his smal l conch house 

in l(ey Hest, a place as near to b~~is home as his rest­

l essness will allow , he didn't even have a complete set of 
his own published work. I admired that , his i ndifference 
t o i t, to what was done and finished. lie only cared ahout 

the wor k yet to be done . I thin k t l1at ' s all he cares about 
now. 

So "Memoirs" was w1•ittcn 11ithout benefit of a hoarde 

of l e t t ers and private journals , wi t hou t having access to 
the mountai n of his private 1,ri t ing ll' indluuo has been squir ­
rel ! ing away f or decades . Thus t he inaccuracies. "}lomo i rs" 
suff ered, i f that is i.he word, fro m a l ac k or res ource 
materia l, and I think that ' s good because i t permitted 
Williams to imagi ne hi s life as he thought it was lived 
but in fact was n' t . It' s pr oba bly s ubjective ly truer that 
way. 

'l'he other r ea s on fo r t he inacc ur aci es is t hat whe n the 
word leaked out tl1nt he was writing his memoirs mnny of' 

,Jhe people who had known llim over the years got tl,eir law­
yers on to the cns e. l!is Doubleday editot• fl ei, to Key liest 
to cut tl1c book to meet possible legal object ions. When 
he was t hrough the uook had been chopped in half . 

Why i:ka "Memoirs" is per t i nc-nt here is because many 
a gains txlili:i:ii:u»!I xha r-:aus e XN.ix it x:iu: exb einll: 



ltf the accusnti o ns made aga i nst \lj_l 1 i ams over i t a r e 

being mode nguin, more tiresomely now, on t he basis of 

his p ublished correspondence wi I.It llindha111 . No t unexpected­

ly, it is the New York Times that once ngn in len<ls tlio 

hounds .~ll;~~at:/l~i·llf.. 

"Memoirs" and the lettel'S :for componion works. And 

there is no question, not after roadint~ both, that ho has 

always hnd a healthy, vigorous sexual lifo. I can ' t 

imagine 1vhy that would give anyone offense, pnrticul.arly 

the very school teachers and critics wl1 0 have cl1nmpio11cd 

explicit sexuality in literature and 

' 

j 
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. 
theatl'e as a liberating force . But let ' s make a distinc-
tion: llrustei.n' s comp) ninl isn't thnt lhllicuns hos IJeen 
too sexunlly open in his ploys (the opposite is usually 

cited; he has co,ne untle1· criticism for not being ope11 
enough), it is his personnl scxunl life and his honesty 
about it that draws the school -t.e~cher's ire, despite the 
fact that the letters were not written for public consump­

tion. I smell envy there, and bigotry too. If \Hllinms' 
sexual tastes were butchly heterosexual the offense would 

be muted. 
In ony event, what he's being accused of is exuberant 

lionesty. In 1943 he writes with nstonisliing prescience: 
"I may lose all my friends by excessive honesty with them, 

but it's my only reliable vi.rtue -- honesty -- I have to 

) 

r 
display it." 

And display it he does, like Sally Hand fluttering the 

gor.geous fru1s. 
1940: " .• • ne is so enormous. A gfeat bronze statue 

of antique Greece come to life. nut with 
a little boy's face. A funny up-turned 
nose, slanting eyes, and underlip that 
sticks out and hair that comes to a point 
in the middle o:f his forehead. I lean over 
him in the night and mewor:j.ze the geography 
of his body witl1 rny hands -- he arches his 
throat and makes a soft, purring souud. llis 
sl<in is steaming hot like the hide of a 
horse that• s been galloping. It hos n warm 
rich odor. The odor or life . Ile lies very 
still for awhile, then his breath comes 
fnst o.ud his body begins to lunge . ,Great 
rhythmic J>lunging motion with panting breath 
and his ho.nds t'iorlcin,; over my body. Then 
suddenly release -- and he moans like a 
little boby . I rost my head on his stomach. 

Sometimes fall nsleep that way. We doze 
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for nwhilc. And then I whisper 'Turn over ' • 

Ile docs. We use brilliantine. The first 
tjmc I come in three seconds, ns soon as 

I get inside. '!'he next time is better, 
I' . 

slower, the bed seorns to be enormous. oc1-

fic, Atlantic, the North American contin­
ent. -- A 1vind hos Ill own the door open, the 

sky's full of stars. lligh tide is in and 
the water laps under the wharf. And now 1ie're 
so tired we can't move. After a long while 
he whispers, 'l like you, Tenny' • -- hoarse 

-- embarrassed -- ashamed of such intimate 
speech! -- And I laugh for I !mow that he 
loves Ulel -- that nobody ever loved me be­

fore so completely. I feel the truth in his 
body. I call him baby -- nnd tell him to 
go to sleep. Aft«r awhile he docs, his 
breathing is deep a,Sd even, and his great ,. 
deep chest is liken continent moving slow-
ly, i,armly beneath me. The world grows dim, 
the world p;rows warm and tremendous. Then 
evcrything's gone and when l wake up it is 
daylight, the bed is empty ••• " 

Tennessee Williams' bed has often been empty since the 
death of Frankie Merlo in 1963. ~lerlo was his lover and 
companion for fifteen years, and Williams was profoundly 
dependent upon him . lie loved him deeply. 

"Franlcie and I made love, and that is life for us." 
And (to Windham): "I was hurt 1-hat you never callee\ or 
wrote mo a note when Frnnl<ie died lust septen1bet. I was 
sure you kne11 that next to my work, Frankie was my life . " 

It was aft.er Horlo's dying tlont Wjllinms be~nn to unravel-
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lie turned rather too 111ucll to drugs and liquor for soluce, 
to quiet the pnnic. finally, under the trentment of Or . 

Max Jacol>son, 11 Ooctor FceJgood, he was uddicLed to am­
phetami.nes nnd wns later commi t1.ed by his brother Dakin 
to a mental I~spital near St. Louis wl1cre he suffered two 
heart attacks . It was the worst of times. lie needed friend­

ship<~~b~:,~lPtf<T~~e. Hhere then was good ol ' buddy 
Donald Windham? Like so mnny of Williams' other friends 
he was around only when he needed something. 

''Several times in the late Sixties, I wrote Tennessee, 

asking for help ••. He didn ' t answer . I heard, however, 
from the inevitable mutual acquaintances, that he said I 
wrote him only when I wanted something. 'fbe accusation 
was now true . " Windham writing in "Letters". 

What brief succor \Iii lian1s found in those difficult years 
was often in the entertainment of a series of companions, 

young men to whom he showed and frOnl llhom he received kind­
ness . I think he identi.tiecl with them, anonymous and up 
against it, and thought them honest ond tolerant. I know, 
£.or example, in the anti-wnr years /.t)n:f,t when he caJJle ti 
into contact with young American radicals be was beguiled 
by their youth and energy and commitment, ancl enjoyed their 
conversation and company. What he missed was Frankie. 

Williams in his friendships has always displayed a 
reckless generosity, emotionally and financially, and an 
openness to affection . In the published letters one reads 
the litany of his encouragement of Windham's stabs at 
writing and again and again of his sending money and still 
more money to little Donny in response to his apparently 
bottomless need L'or funds . From the f'orties lhrough the 
Sixties Williams was paying cnsh out to WindLani, certainly 
a refutation of Drustei.n ' s charge that he is tightfisted 
with his friends. 'J'he chocks were usunlly enclosed in 
l etter s touchingly concerned with his old friend's pormancntly 
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derailed literary career. Willi;oms appears to have become 

a Jlersonal National Endowment on the Arts for Donald 
Windham. One wonders at his patience. Never once does he 
suggest that Windham get off his arse and find u job . 

19'10, and \Hlliams is flat broke: "I am in a pretty 
tight Sl)Ot ot the moment. !Jere is ten buclcs." 

Ye/lrS following;, when he had mode money, he continued 
throw""<i:t a1~ay to Windham ond others in ever increasing 

~ 
amounts. '!'heir need for funds seemed to increase in direct 

proportion to his income. 
" • •• I hope tl:Je enclosed check with help you to (continue 

writing). Regard it as o sort of loan that can be paid 
back when and if I should ever need it and you don't." 

\1illiams even donated S5000 to the Authors League as 
a device to slip ready cash to Windham without offending 
his friend's extremely touchy pride. Moreover, Williams 
al{'o gave him the originnl manuscripts of "Streetcar Named 
Desire", "The (;J.ass Menagerie" , Stairs to the noof", 
"Battle of Angels" and Portrait of a Girl in Glass, the 
short story from which "Menagerie" crune . Of course, the 
gifts 11ere made so Windham could sell the manuscripts and 
poclcet the cash, something apparently he immediately did. 
And, not to deny the Art-Lit Collector in him, he iilso 
sold letters to the University of Texas "for a tidy sum. 
Dut it appears that l·lillinins could never do enough i·or his 
favorite charity. In the end Windham bit the hand that fed 

him. 

)he 
When I first met Tenucssee 111 ill ioms, I asked 
traveled around so much. J. never lmew anyone 
lie laughed .ind answered, "[Joby, it's hard to 

movinl!; target!" 

him why 
so restless. 
hit a 

I would guess after the publication of the letters 
he's on the move ugoin. l lmo1w he was recently iu Atlanta 



where his new play, "Tiger Tail", opened to rtwe no ti ccs . 

But. he's moved on. Mayhe hey 11c,st or London or IJan/~kol<, 

wherever his alli~ntor' s heart draws him. llut if f lcnoi, 

him ot nll, except for a letter to the 'l'irnes and n com­

plaint. late nt nir~ht over a martini, he' 11 keep his mouth 

shut. lie ah1oys has. 

In Chicago, in the early Seventies, I went to visit 

Will inms. lie ,~as staying at the J\mbassador ~ast, and for 

a time I sharec.l his suite. He was in poor health, his 

1::l 

heart hurt, and he ivas on pain killers to get him through 

the day. llis "Two Character Play" 11as on at a dinner theatre 

in town, the Ivanhoe. 'l'he wor~: was still in progress --

it would eventually evolve into"tlutcry" -- and he was 

rewriting and collating nnd working with actors, trying 

to knock the play into :.hape . 
( "Collating" is what he terms much of his creative work 

because hJ.s plays emerge out of sequence in spurts of ,~rit­

ing, scenes and passages of dialogue composed at random. 

'!'he ijoax±s triclc is to pull them alJ together in dramatic 

order. Collating.) 
Several things surprised me during my time with hiul in 

Chicago, and I think they still represent something about 

the nature of his charncter. 
Because he was sick be would sleep late, exhausted. /Ind 

"friencls" would fly unexpectedly to Chicago. They'd wake 

him up. Sleepily he'd listen to their complnints, which 

sounded much lilrn the whining of Donald liiudham, oud then 

)he'd write out chcclcs. Generous he was, Mr. Urustein. 
At night we went to the play. lie sat and made notes. 

He would laugh a lot during the performance, and-the audi­

ence i,ould grow restJ ess hearing his c-fck.le brenlc through 

the silence at the wrong moments. On1night a man lenncd 

J] 
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across the aisle nnd indignantly hissed at him. "Will you 

please shut the hell up!" 

Williams glanced at me nnd rolled his eyes in mock 

fright. 'rhen he laughed . 

"I paid good money to see this thing . Now shut up, 

goddamn it.!" 

"Sir, do you know who I nm?" IHlliams asked. 
'rhe man looked blank. 

"I happen to have written this play." 
"You ought to be ashamed of yourself!" the man exclaimed. 
It wounded Williams. Ile has never known how to deal 

with an affront, whether it comes from a stranger or from 
someone like Vidal or l1indham. It leaves him speecllless. 

One more story, and then I'll let it go. Again in 
Chicago we went to a very pjss-elegant party in one of 

the npartment towers on the Gold Coast that loom beside 
Lake Michigan . Williams was very tired. Yet he went because 
he didn't want to disappoint his host. The party dragged 
on for hours. He was surrounded by people making the most 
banal conversation at his face. Trapped. I wandered orf 
only to hear a crash of glass as his drink fell to the 
floor, and looked over to see him topple. I thought he had 
a heart nttnck, and I was very worried. 

I went to hil\l and helped li.ft him on to a so.fa. l opened 
his shirt. And then I saw hjm wi1nlr at me . 

tlnck at the hotel, I asked him why he pt•etended cardiac 
arrest. 

) "It was such a boring party, hnby. I didn ' t know what 
to do. I couldn't think of an exit line." 

With his self-drama, his court.J.iness, his genius, his 
generosi t.y and exuhe1·ance, his compelling need o.f a.f fec tion 
he has been badly served, nnd nt times shnme.fully, by his 
friends . ,\nd 1 don't know why. I can 011ly guess at Uonnld 



' • • Ill 

Windham's motives, or Vidnl's. And those of ilrustein und 

his other critics nre even n,ore unknowable. After years 
of attack lhllinous' solitude grows. 'l'he most ope11 1,i·itcr 

alive grows remote. CJld frie11cls die or fall nwny or l.Je­
tray. And tliis most social of men lcnrns distrust and re­
move. /Ind that is 1,hnt is so reprehensihle about Do11ald 
Windhnm and Gore Vidal: clnimin~ to he his friends they 
have acted to close him off. 

) 



1941 
"I think for a good summer fuck you should cover the bed 
with• a large piece of oil cloth. The bodies of the sexual 
partne~s ou~ht to b~ thoroughly, even superfluously rubbed 
over w 1. th m1.neral o 1.l. •• etc." p. 37 

1942 "I don't like working but it is good to have plenty 
of money again, to eat all I wantxaRilx1tlunr■rlxwaat when and 
where I want it, and to see all the movies and buy all the 
drinks I care for." 

His grandmother and Hart Crane. p.57 His will. 
lt~qXIDIXX 

"Stay out of the Jri lamplight, Babushka. Romance ends where 
visibility begins!" p.74 
1943 
"I may lose all my friends by excessive honesty witb them, 
but it's my only reliable virtue -- honesty -- I have to dis­
play it." p.77 

Miss Rose . "I got the most amusing letter from my sister a 
few days ago, the first she has written me since her retire­
ment . She wrote quite normallyi and lucidly except for the 
remark toward the end of the letter that she bais been hear­
ing me on the radio lately. She is spending tbe swnmer at a 
rest-home in North Carolina and Grand and I are paying her 
expenses there. It is the first time I have ever been able 
to do anything for my family which is naturally a satisfaction. 

Writing is not a happy profession .• • (on colating his scripts).p90 

p . 100 - first disagreement on play with OW . 
1943 
"There are only two times 1n this world when I am happy 
and selfless and pure. One is when I jack off on paper and 
the other when I empty all the fretfulness of desire on a 
young male body. There must be a third occasion for happiness 
in the world. What is it and where? I shall have to find it, 
it is the Holy Grail. Rave you any idea where it is? 

ru.s flirtation with communiam. p. 106 

Applause is not permitted between acts and laughter is discouraged. 
Ivanhoe in Chicago.p.120 
As always, the suitcase containing my Mss . bas disappeared. p . 122 

on family and panic, p130 

p. 187, on professors . as critics, p . 187 

Tenn . generosity. " I do think you should continue to devote 
yourself tP entirely to writing for awhile l?nger and I hope 
the enclosed check will help you to. Regard it as the sort 
or loan that can be paid back when and if I should ever n~ed 
i t and you don't . It is a really small return for the satis­
faction I had in reading the first story. "p .197 



1947 

Let me know if you run out of funds. I can give you another 
"advance" sometime this summer, when you need it . p . 199 

If you need this check or can use it, please do. p . 202 
1948 
I meant to enclose a cheque with this letter but somelmere 
on the devious trail I have lost my checkbook. I shall have 
to ask Audrey (Wood. His agent at the time)to write one 

\and send it to yu.p . 209 

Vidal:! have not yet heard from Vidal about cairo. He is 
such a lunatic that anything he says is partly discountable . 
I liked him but only through the strenuous effort it took 
to overlook his conceit . He has studied ballet and is con­
stantly doing pirouettes and flexing his legs, and the rest 
of the time he is comparing himself and Truman Capote (his 
professional rival and Hemisis) to such figures as Dostoevs)y 
f¥8a¥aii~c23! wonder if the Egyptians will be interested!p.216 . 

I wrote Audrey to continue the monthly checks until the book 
was disposed of, so don't hesitate to write her f or what you 

need. p . 227 

in January 1949 he got $500. from Tenn through a donation 
he made to Authors' League. 

p. "conscience" OW p.264, p . 291 

p , 306-7 TW on work. 

I 



DW"S notes are rather prissy. p. 230 on tight jeans . Who cares? 

It's in writing of sex that his letters pulse with passion 
and descriptive power . p . 9 

DWis a PRUDE. 

Tenn's letters filled with complaints about moneymd health. 

(BREAK WIT!l AUDREY IN CHICAGO). 

No mention of politics or WW2. 

TENN 1iND OW TIED UP IN llOTEL . 

MISS ROSE. PLAZA DINNER. MR. WILLIAMS . MERRY CllRISTI-IAS . 

Tenn never saves letters. Much of the inaccuracy of the 
"Memoirs" based on this fact . *(O'Neill letter). 

Generosity, in Chicago, checks when he was sick. 
XSX.lOtJOiB 
SICKNESS: Arm bleeding for meeting with Fred Jordan. 

Tft~ing me in after Jack threw me out . 

Falling on cafe table in Chicago . Not to offend . Passing out 
at party . 

CHICAGO: I wrote this play . You should be ashamed of yourself. 

Vida l causes dispute over Hiram Keller . 

Grief over the s t olen watch . 

I wonder if Tenn would have written. as he wrote if he knew 
the l ett ers wer e being saved? I think not~ 



DW notes are prissy, defensive, and subversive :tu of the text 
they are supposed to clarify. 
It is in writing of sex that T. writing pulses with life and 
wit and descriptlive power and a beguiling sense of his absurdity. 
TW- continual complaints about his health. 
Barely a mention of politics, or even the war, as if he lived in 
a belljar . DW snipes that TW's MEMOIRS are inaccurate. Of course since he 
didn't have the scanvenger's instinct for saving the dietris and 
muteia of his life. I don't think Tennessee ever saw himself in 
history (textbooks at Plaza) . 



I was offended by the book~- with its 
~rlas~ condescending, prissy notes by Windham, and by 
the Brustein review which, among other thingsJ accuses Williams 
of "conniving" to take part of a col~rs• share of a 
plays potential profits, of being a-...,... careerist, un­
generous with his friends, "inordinately, obsessively pre­
occupied with announcing his erotic adventures", IJ grown 

, hoarse f:om scre~ing" . his homosexuality. Mo:r:eove1;, that he is . I 
1 uthless ee,roeei J.~ bitchy with an "impressive gift -for M ±~J 
himself for planting teeth in another's back." self-centered ,JI'"" w 
and on and on as Brustein takej#bachet to William's character 
and life. Except for Brustein's statement concerning William's 
well-known hyporchondria, I th nk the rest of what he 
charges is a crock. ' 



~~l 
for money we have Robert Brustein's attack on Tennessee, again 
in the TIMES, in what is allegedly a review of the LETl'ERS . 
That isn't surprising, thought. School teachers like Brustein 
have done more damage to writers than the IRS and booze com­
bined . 

Tennessee will survive it. He's survived cheaper shots. 
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some w11,mod would ope,- 1h<: 111.)Qdptc I nl!-\ foh<:~ thCKc r:ivorrng llm11cJ 
ofgr-0\\lh ato•,uh. inc1c.bc:J loott~n and IIM,hl 1n 
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hommc.,,,11, A local Q~JMJXI ad rcrrod ltl'lt} ~,ntrul v.llhm. ye, II 1n­
plaocd by a 8,;iptt.\l 1nin"1cr bl( mt,nlh 1,lud<:\ 1he llland'~ ~"4. »ucli::h 11( h:•cb 
C:J.lled fc,r .,11lbn1cs to take •Ci.ion 11,g:uru,t ani.l baa the poic.nti.al (01 .1 6nc. ,kcf.o- . .,,.,. . 
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.. ,cmale impcnon:ttOl'\tll'ld queer,.." v ,.:., lCI hiirhtlf A p;,,nl"l'l. 1ndud111a H.:irry 
hnu or recoot v,olenc-t !CKJudc: 111; m:m [ 1'.nam11n\ l,!J wlhl.cr \Vtuu: llt.,Uk. u.tll 
t,ca1et1 wilh a Pf P: t, be used • pho,nc be r,~n(ld 11is a pr.irk 1Uld hl\;'"11..::&I 
bOl>th, 11 JOl&Ct a1me&~ run do~•n b)I a c:.,r, *ilc, tiu1 m,oi,J of tbc n;1;'faJ- ,WlJ•'Yn ptop-
a lo,:al museum 1hrec1ur sho1 eny v.·111 be lca.$00 oc :wld to 

1 and killed. a rcs1.:umm, o-,.;n- , dc\.'Clopcn 
er beaten uncoru,:ilQUS.. 1tnd Key We,t f lSN1111on "' 
Autl)Oti 1'enne!-SCC Wdllam~ probably ill- true: \:llv;uioo 
and OOIIIOn Rader, wbo \I.Crc- The ct;,,mmumt)' 11 urrnod 
mug,eed T""'O of1hose 11.r~l- againsl wholesale 011.p.uu1o n 
e:d were Kirn: of prominent ~,;;..;::;-::li:~! ohhe.uarmwU.S I from the 
lc,cal r.1m1bcs m~1nltlnd, :i.nd bui.ld1J18 «t,.li 

Chamber o( Commerce ~ iuc .,~f)I higb, /1,,UlM Conchs. 
Pmidcru Ttm Miller n c>oc ,.__~ l$ wi:11 .l$ moil l)f the ~Qt.Ir• 
wh()tee$Key\Vtst't 1.lm•l· \ lsuwholU\clheisland seem 
Gon vi$itort a\ • broroft r:nber convinced th:u th( ;tOll"CM 
th:a~ • OO!dcn ~ he: "Out m.'iY indeed oomc. the boomJ 
de1'1ny bes -with • stCild)' may bu.-«, but in the ond Key 
&r:Q'\'11h In tnvrism ,. The bis We:$1 will ~till fc~m ill fta• 
OOulc :unoria lht three bu,i• vorastbe Last ResorL ■ 

er bo.lt' s c,.toh. Bekiw: St°"" doucls k>omlnt;; ov~ th<t lwirbor 
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· On January 5, his gardener 

was murdered. Since ttieli, 
this man has twice been -· 

:~ . attacked on the streets of 
Key West, where he has 
lived tor 30 yea-rs. 
One evening, some c\\1\6.ten "' 
gathered at his doorstep 
and yelled, at America's 

~- t greatest playwright, 
"Come on out, faggot!" 
It reads like a play: 
the theme, mindless cruelty. 
But Tennessee Williams 

,:·..- ·-,, isn't likelytowriteit. 
L-------__, Be's living it. 
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T ennessee Williams 
moves like an aging 
lion, with slow cere­

mony, but it has not been 
a ceremonious winter for 
the 68-year-old play­
wright. A succession of vi­
olent events have touched 
his life on Key West, ~­

ginning with the fatal shooting of his gardener m 
early January. Madeleine Blais visited with Will~ 
a~ his h?me an~ ~ve~ed that in the m~dst of:;: 
difficulties, he U1 displaymg the quiet herolSJD of 

12 fictional characters. The story begins on page · 
The cover photograph is by !oihn Pineda. 
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4.Dll Ull! woodwinds are thinkers." 

-- ... -
man in • LlltSt Horizon. 

Tennessee Williams and Dotson Rader Assaulted 
the opening of a repertory company's 
production of rus "The Glass Menag­
erie" tonlg)it, but decided yesterday to 
fly to California 10 visit a mend. 

The playwright Teonessee wuuams 
and the novelist Dotson Rader, were at­
tacked Sunday night by live young men 
on Duval Street m Key West, Fla., 
where Mr. Williams has a home. Both 
were knOCked down and kicked, but 
their injuries were minor and they re­
fused hospitalization. The attack was 
the latest in a series of assaults that 
have plagued the popular resort city 
this winter, most of the victims haVJng 
been tourists and members of Key 
West's homosexual community. 

Mr. Wi\Uam• and his house guest, 
W. Rader.had linisheddinneratares­
taurant with a woman friend and Jose 
Quintero, the stage director. They were 
approaclled on tile street by five young 
men. Mr. WI\Uams said yesterday, and 
me said to him, "We know who you 
a,e." W . Williams said be replied, 
"l'm taking a good look at you, a.oo I'm 
not af~d of you. " He. added: "They 
then hit Dotson, knocking him to tile 
sidewalk, and shoved me over him." 

Mr. Williams bad planned to attend 

HI KT FRI.al 7:30 MATS. 

Clyde Haberman 
Albin Krebs 

-ONE OF TliE YEAR'S TEN 
BEST PUYS!" 

-u ........ nm.-.b ' ~ .__ '91$,b ~ ·1 
-~~~~ ~ ~ 

V ~~~~ 
tonight at 8 ' ~ 

theatre de lys 
_llbc .. foi' ..... 

, -TONIGHTat8 
1 LAST 3 WEEKS! 
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Fraliunno ''as lo\d tt,' lheh mhan tor, tne - e as written 

son·s ae~r oest rrienos, was to snow out 
go.ne think she didn't because ot' Pat 
!,,.awford_. The Carters have strong fetl• 
mgs against lhe Kennedys these days . 
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Tom Seligson: ■ book for a film 

two best sellers about organized crime, 
"Captive City" and "The Green Felt Jun• 

• 
NO DINGBAT: Martin Baham was 

telling rals at the Assembly on W. 51st 
t h_at hes orr to Hollywood lo co-star 
wit~ Jean Staplt•ton in a CBS-TV movi~ 
In_ it, the •· All in the family'' actres~ 
w ill abandon her dumb _gdith pose to 
bran~h out as the teal-life Mar) Dobkin, 
the_ ftrsl _person to mtegra!f, black and 
while children on Baltinior<-'~ baseh~ll 
sandlots , 1 'hp BBC i~ around 1n 
California do rni: - on UollvwiJ0• 
g1·eats; so far they'I c -.. ... ,. "" 
cho Marx and Edward G . .Kol,im, .-. 
'flhe next chapter m the Mick and 111.,nca 
Jagger divorce _arlion happens .\lon1fay, 
when Bianca wrll ask the l, A. SuperJ(, r 
Court for $14,000 a month in t~nwMary 
support . Avon paid $350,000 this 
week fo r paµer back rights 10 ~lichael 
Korda's memoir of his family "Charmed 
Lives," and in the mea11lime the Engllsh 
publisher plunked down $100,000, the 
Book-of-the-Month took it and we won't 
• •·en see iL~ hard cover until November • 

• 

gle." 

NfCE PEOPLE, nice talk-the gossip 
or the book world is lUarilyn Funt's 
fo.rth~oming "Are You Anybody?" Th• 
book is a set or conversations by the ex­
M,rs. Allen Funt with the wives of John­
ny_ Carson, ~Irk Douglas, Muhammad 
Ah, Carroll O Connor, Sammy Davis Jr, 
and 15 other spouses of the great to 
show how they cope with having famous 
husbands. Marilyn's best effort was in 

• convincing the Champ to agree to let 
PARTY POLITICS: Dolson Rader Veroniu Ali give an in1erview. Dial 

writes about and pals around with the Press has high hopes for rhis one in the 
high and mighty. Philip Kh1gsley is the fa II. 
hair expert who advises the British • 
royal family about the condition of (heir 1'0NY FACT: " Hello, Dolly!" had the 
stalps. 'l'hese two got together the other dislinction of winnin& more Antointlle 
eve to give a bash Cor Tom Seligson whose 11ew ·thriller "Stalking" is all Perry awa,·ds (10) than any other »·way 
about ui. CIA'a $ecret LSD tests on show since the 'l'ony awards started in 
humans. Hollywood Is stalking the bOOk, 1947. But "Company'' in 1971 racked lip 
which Is a natural movie. 15 nominations makinf It the most•nomi-

Tennessee Williams, Kevl• MeCarthY, .n:aled In theate1· history. Thanks to Tom 
,llamy ltlrkw••• • M•r•aus Nemlu• way, llewar4' and Jaa,ff Jewell ·who wrote 
Peter Gl enville, Ger111al■e G, eer (the "Broadw.iy and the Tony Awards: Th" 
(eml11lst hu hardly been seen since the ,. 
•eo,s) arul ••· I[-~ l,..,f•nl were Fit·st Three De.-ades. , • ~;.., , .. ,~,,.,, .,.,,.,1.~1.-
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Skies 

C.lul'lt:e ol 1bovrtu I" ct,,­
nonh. Partly clo'1d)' south 
aod curtral.1,a,o -40s aon.ll. 
l-0.i ttiunt Hd lowtr SOs 
•ou.tla. o,.talb. Paae 1A.) 

KE\ \\1S1 ...... ............ 
l .-~-- ., • ., ..,..,.. , •• ..., ~--

1, 
fjl,~ 

,t )t 
'llomantr \"ua, .. · 
•• , und mu~L,. l.nu.u,r,:l,u: 
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~be -iami Heral~ l(eys 
Eclition 

50 Cent, 
'9\11 Vf'u·- No. I& Sw,d•h Februnr) I, 1\17'.l florirlu:s C,unpl,·tt• \,•,0~1w1n•r 

"'-"llill -Hlu• ,.....," n ,.~ Oolf\o 

386 Pa~c• ... 
~ , ~1tnn.0M1 ... lll•r• 

A New Style • 
lll Key West Violence 

ll\' SCSAN SACU.S 
...... .v.-11,fl·,, ... 

KEY WEST - Thtort's IO!ll('tblng aew 1ft 0141 llln• 
guld. lald-tu<1:k bfMtyt, ol 1hl1 tttcntrfe town, wilt-rt: 
C\ibe fl1bt"rtn('a. fta\.l.\'f ''d.'Jl<b.t,"' Wfttttt.. •rtbt"- hi~ 
~ 1114 bo~lULll~ hit.lOOt;aUy ha HI_ ll\NI. Md kl 
ll\'t . 

ft"s ,iOIM•~'1!. 
Mobody'• Slll'M tltlt.ll'y what l.uru<ld eolorlul Ounl 

StrtcC - tbe nul:n u.r"'t ol tht dlJ,''S tll&btlilc - i.1'110 
l(lmctb:lft. akin to • battlt-gt'OQ!ld, Nor b. lllftt •ii~ 
meat oa wt&o ts to blA~- • 

_ &rt ovtr- the! ~ few mosUu. t)Ollt-e •od chy oom• 
mlasloMf5 hi\'i! J"l'Cri\'t'Cl • &TQ~ hi.& n11mbtr of com,­
plAlnU. m,lall from UM! c1ly"s largC' a:p,d lnfilM!nll&l lio­
m,owxu,111 cnrnmunlt~. al raodom btaUnts aod \ltrba.l 
•IJu.lit. Unlll Sa.It Wffk. lhf' cat)!"$ rl'sp(N'IM' WAI Mb.Ile. 

l.A-ST susbAY. b,ow('\fr-. Kl"Y We.\f, b(ac-know11 
part-time cUll:O, pl1y,•m&hl Tf'nnrc~ WUllaUl.i.. W•t. 
muutct oo Ou\-al Sit'('( wbll,. ambtint llOm\· ... •~ppily 
dt\lll.lt" 10d 11ngllll O 11ym-. with Wtil~r-b"4C!Y l)uU.,a ...... 

Nf1U>tr WUll11,~ nor RlMr WM !'tr-iou.ty tnm -
lh~)' jl>)u:d 1.rien11a.t0 Uur 1M l1;11or yuuU1M m.1111,llr-"1 

Wti"f' "Ol)YjOttSIY New York dam.a ctllics'• - bul lbt 
locld11nt gaJ\'iUIJ~d lhe dty hm> DCtlOt'L 

.. Ou.t P')Uce ~Id ba\·t b«a and ~O\lld b.ne bet n 
h~sslfli mcne Jlf'Oi)ltt Ow:i they blJ.,~ ~a." '3Jd Oty 
coaunlJ,do,aer MAI')' Craham. tftt c:ommtnt came ahc:r 
1b"' thy Ul'lipor-atily nelle'l't'CI Pollc,o Ch~( Wll\$UKI 
(Jimmy) J.amct; or hJs .odfttln.1,rnuve dutlt.t and d'I.Jo 
ptldl.fid bl·m ocito the IU'H'ts to ht.11d aa ehtt. ,b:,m1m 
crew ot drt.:c1lvd a.rut CIN-k ~-

1'be,r <>rdt.n w-ort 11'1 (lbtl up Key Wt~·s lilftC'ls ol 
Utt •·trt1n!fif:I\U1'0 ,tt)' officl.als acr«d Wt:rc • U'IIJi)r 
(.All~ ot lbcl probk>m.. 

''MUClf Of this."' -Nkl a,-.tu1.m. wflose r~mny i;>wM 
,l t:io.r 00 OII\-.I SUttt, .. ~Jd tla.u. ~n a'IO$dl!d 
through b.arr•a.mt-nt,... 

Jamt:1 l1 n~ed 10 hNd tl't" group, ~ca;M"ding to 
ell)" oitf(:1.1)1, bN:autit ot lulJ C',pe-ntn<-t. 

··Somf' or lb('f;t proplf- {htcalJllll th.to dt) •• law•• 
m,,y bit bo°)l\ll tidit t,o,unm," •KP~lnl!J Dep1H}' ~lk~ 
Chitt l.llr')· RoclriSIM"i.. wbo 100k ow•r Jamet· 11(11fflnis-­
tri111h·o cl\llk:J. "Tll,1'• why "'·e•,~ rumna l!XJlf"nMla-d 
offK"cn 1111, thl• d1autc1. TMy can cu,nuawsh ~twe-t.n 

l lll'ft co p.,_ 38A Col. 1 

ic:1 

L 

~~ 
~~ 

_,,,,_...,,._ 
K..-, \\ c-..,1 Paln.1l11m11 Fri~k, Sn,pL'('l 

••• IC'hrn rorilro11iril. l,r l1od rnn ;,u., 11ll~y 
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I THINK WUCH TOO uuOH IS BE T t ~ IHC MADE ABOUT Tk£ SOOIAL ASPCCfS or 
Ht CALA ' DOWN HEAE. ALL TH£S£ C£L£BS! '- 1••~ LOVE SEEING PAT ACAINt 

ALSO KIHGLEY ANO 'f'OO. 8UT MY HECTIC TRAVCL,"f'iCH1' 0ULt - 1 HAVE TO 
ATTEND FINAL AtHEARSALS 0~ 1CLOTHESl IN NEW VO~~, RCTUAHl~G THERE HO 
LAT£A THAH TH[ TWENTl~TH - THEN co~,R~ BACK TO Kev #EsT ON TH£ 2,Ao -
IS VE~Y STRENUOUS FOA WE • 

JOHN UCKER IS 8AC1< I H Ntw YORK . A VERY INTER°trnHG ANO AffAACTIVE 80Y 
BUT HIS PAST HISTOJtY HAS OAMAGEO H I S ATTl•UOE TO-'A!O OTHltlltS . J:i£..J5 O"-LY 
CLO SE , I 't.t AF~Ato, TO Hts YOUNGER ~R I END Eo G 1£fUtE AND TO JAME:$ PuAOY. 
PuADY S AYS Ht CAN ONLY ~ONUUHIC>TE WIT~ JOHN OVER THE PHONE . FIHOS H I S 
PRESE"CE TOO DI STURSl~Q • 

lN O.•IDE .. 'TALLY, tT MAS ,JOHHts FAULT THAT I "lrtrT so UP-Tl.81" .ftTH you HeRE . 
1 Ht"AftO HtM. 0£SW£fril01ttd THt STA I RS FROM vou'1t QUA1'1'ERS . IT 1$ flXTIIIAO~OIHARY 
THAT SEXUAL JEALOUSY IS ST IL L SO STRONG A p~~T OF ~V ~ATURt £YEN HOW THAT 

PftOFESSIONA~ JtALOUSY HAS 8£tN OVERCOME . 

WMAl RoBtt1 T IUSlMXX 1-S DOING Wt"M tt lMStLr NOY IS B£AUTIF'UL e I ONLY WA.NT TO 
REMEMBER THE LOYCLY PART o, ou• LIVES T~~[THER: 1H~ ft£S T -~s TOO SAD ANO 
FI !fALLV TOO OA.NGEkDUS FOR US 80TH . l 1vt AN SWEftCO HIS V£1\Y ORCA.HI ZED 1'NO 
OFTEN ac•uTlrULLV PH~AS£0 LETTERS A COUPLE ,r TIMtf JUT I HAVEN 'T MA ILED 
THE» . We couto NEYER LIVE TOCETM~W AG1'1N . 

Af"TER 'CL.OTHESS' - I f I SU ftVIY[ THE 'fE_N,,B t ONS' - I PLA • T.0 RETURN TO TH£ 
0Rt£NT - ro 8ANGK0~ Oft CEYLON, I ~UtS$ - AH~ rlNISH OU~ VY LIFi THERE WH[Rt 
vtNC~ABLt CENTS A~£ AECAROEO , ,TH OtrE~EMOE BY TME YOUNO . 

PERHAPS l 'LL I NYl TE JANE (L1'WREN'Ct:) SMITH TO COME ALONG Wt TH WE . DEAR 
TOHV S~1TH IS IN NE- YORK HOSPITAL . ON LY A fRAOTtON or H I S LIVER IS ST ILL 
ruNCTION I HO o MAftf/, $ AYS HE I S., OY!\l,_4• I{ THAT IS so, I 

1
0 LIKE T~AK~-

AwAY f1LL SHE'S AEAOY TO CO OH o ';)...._ 0--u..,." ~ 
RosE SEEMS ou1TE HA~PY HERE WITH MY oo~s1H St~J1w, ANO StELL's JOL LY 
CIRL-FRl£NO • PR08A8LY t W0ULOH 1T $fAY AWA~~~ 'TMAN THREE MONTHS, AND 

THEN RETURN/, , I H OR OUT OF ORY ic e . 

IT $ ALL 'COOL I HEltE • RI CHARO L00ttSW WELL AND tt£ TS 08Y I OU SLY CLOSE TO 
AOR:AN~ WNO IS A W•~Y PEA~ON o THE•E 1 S A Nl~E LITTLE CROWO HERE, INCLUOIN C 
A 8EAUT1 r uL woOEL AND SOM(TIME oV£~QN tCHT GUEST FOR ME AND FOR J,w. 

J I S 1' p[flFEC T HOLIS~-C0¥PAN I ()N . Ht l S ALSO A PA INT ER OF Tll:ULY 
t M ?OW£ft HE PAINTS HUGE CANVASES WH tC~ H~ ST~£TCKES HIMSELF. TK[Y 

GR[JissTR~C;t ON~ • IT" JUST INOUGH or TH[ ~,cu~ ATtVE OA REPRESENT ATI ONA L. 

~=~S TEACHING~»£ HGW 10 PAINT~B~ IN MV OWN LtTTL[ WAY • 

Tft.E"-COtilPOVNO NOYt CONTAINS THIHt" OOCS, CORNELIUS ANO TWO NI CE 
THE L I T ~ • »£ . , ~H J , w. CORHELtUS MAS R£rORW£0 RE¥A~~A8LY UNOER THE IR 
QN(S THA "'"' 
I NF'LUE NOE ANO Jt Mt r._• 

N
o, vo~tl COVLO I Sf'UO- SOMC Tl,IIE AT P RINCETON? TttAT 1s, 

w■e • 1 RtTUftN To - , Cw<-1) 



1 SHOULD RETURN &E~0AE TH£ 2OTH1 
p~ I NC ETON POOL K7 
WE uMOCASTAHO EACH OTHER TOO WELL 

' I , 
L.ovc • 

••I 
CJ' ••• I -

o• ,. " I ft - ~- I T "q 

y • , 

.J 

I• r 

• I T ) I 

~l 

COllLO I 

TO EVER 

I 

" y .. . J~' 
•l>T 

SWt~ 

FALL 

JJ 
TUA 

- MT . ,. 

-

AT TM£ 'Y' POOL OR 

OUT FOR ANY L[NGTH 

• " u' 
•"- H' • ,J " A '" ,. I 

M 
JOU ' 

.. , 
I I 

THE 

• ., TtUE e 

M 

J• 
•• 

I • 



I 

Uenr Tenr1 , 

l'.-1nceto:, 
Jnnuory ;;o, 19!!0 

l was greatly oncournr,od nud mulle lulr,py l.iy your kind anrl lov­
iur: remarks ah out 111~Al MONUE. Moro , 11bcrnt wJ,at it ,,,c-nnt to ~ou 

j n 1 err,s c,f rny U fo as u writer and thnt which passes , onil' 

soinot i rtes , os 111y " caree r" . I • ve been so di&CQUl'/1 od, l'nn ; Mi 1 

gol older it gets ha1•der tn r:c, on. Y'lu 11ork 11 year on n l,o'lk or 

nior e , you toll the truth , you 1nke it ns a fine H wor:C ns you 

can , and months before nublicat i on you con sense yo,1r publitil or's 
indif£er e nc e , and over y ou s e tt l es , like sti1'Je11ino; concr•,.to, 

tho lid of futil it:v , the blanl<ct of defe11t . J keep wond<'rir, 
why I can't l•renk thrnu11;h? ohy i t's hand- t~- ,,outh aiteJ• all tt,csc 

y ears, 1'i ve hoolris, c. sixt.h at.out to corr.e out , n seventh I oinr; 

written ; ond c oc ks liounce , t1'o oil comnany tlu·ontens to tru·n 

nff tl•o hoot , and l look around and ace ti e success "f wl.nt J 

trnly think arc lesser hooks an<'I worse tnle nt a , and l 110 l•rnreor 

unden;tnnd. J l·now you ' ve l!oC!n throujl'b i t , t11i, . I ut y11u 1 otif. 
t " om all in the end, you f ucked tho l ousy bas tards !Jut l)Od l ttcy 

cnn' t touch you anymore. 'l'hc f uture owr.s y,rnr work. l'l!e you 
oi.•n it . You are t h o l-ost. "l'be w,1010 -:oddanm , rot t ori wnr-ld !mows 

it, fuckiu ~ A do they !:now it! 

'•Y dear Richard, jt's wo1·so f'o r· him. 'lhnt 'a why f· o dri n':s . Io­
causc he senses r:iy distress, a n<'I is t clnloss l,otor·e i1 • .!:!!!!.!. 1 

do understand . 
Thero'& a lot o f th i ngs J won't for g ive '!uth Ford. Cl'1 tc1' maon 

them w11s tt,at s h e brought me a 1n<>ng the r ich, whore 1 r od and 

grinned nnd came to envy what I now hnto. '!'l,os<? yem·e h'ffRt e d 
nmonp; those asoh11lcs who woste the ea r th! I told Pe t e r Glenville 

how much I hated them. 
"• hy?" Peter naked. 
"tecauee they're rici1 . " 
"l'hnt'e nl,surd," he said, "A lot of per,ple didn ' t c h,,oso to I 0. 1• 

" ·TI1cn l•ccnuec they're insensitive to tho need uf thr- world , 

nnd don't ctu'e that they aro. " 

rhat shut hie trnp. 



,, - .. 

I oxc!11l)t. the Komicdys, the second genorot.ion - - Put' s ·;enorl't­

tit>ll -- l>ecause they naid fnr more thnn whnt it's wort h 101· 1~ho t: 
they have. 1'hoy did 't lmvo to pay. nut thoy did I ecnuso I. nhuy 

ca1no to love the disenfranchised and tl•e underdog, the neoplc, 
as Joel, ,iad. So they shot tho brot11ors down . Pnym,mt cnou.:;h , l 'd 

soy. 
l 'rJ at work on a new Hovel that 1 think is good . I ittor, yos, 

and an~er- filled, but so whot? It's wl1nt l 'v" co1.ie t.o bo . 
Somo news : Adriona Jackson's .father underwent on operation i n 

ltaly . It doesn't lonk too r,oocl . SIie flew today to Nilan t.11 IJ o 
with him . Pat and l continue to work on the colel•rfttion for you 
in Octoher. It's going well . I know e-xn<:tly the Jci111l n1' bnstnrdEl 
you don t wont there that ni~ht . They won't be invited to ntto1t1. 

Jt s very cold here . Getting colder . l lon:..- for Uey test . 11e ' 11 

be down as soon as we have the money. 
T!io J)oys, friends of David Ford (tho lllonti friend of mino ) ou 

met last year), are i,, tie States fro1a I.on<i011 . 18 1111d 19 your,:; 

old . Sweet , rather innocent , attractive. They're on their way 
down to I ey West and I r~nve thorn your nuM\Jer tie<:anso J thour-J t 
it mir;ht. give you ploasuro to talk with them. · ,oy're Enr;lish. 
Tlioy anent a weelcond in J>r inceton with us , anrl 
whether they're r;ay or not . • Lat's :it matter, 

without prejudice. 

don't. know 

they're hrir.:ht ond 

Again , tbnnl: you for your lot tor. hon l :•1 renlly dnwn hod, 
reread it and think, Goddnmn, Tennessee renlly loves Le . \,,d 

tbat's e nough to know to go on working. 
I love you , Tenn . And, as always, I mise you. 



Doar Tonn, 

4560 Province Line Road 
Princeton, NJ Q8l5'.4o 
November 28, 1080 

I last heard you wero in V 
cold this timo ot year Wh ancover, which must bo very dnmn 
to Koy Wost? Richard a~d I or are you comin!f here or ,:oing back 
soon ofter, whonovor 1 Si '~'PO to come down for Chriat111&a or 
it if you wero there ,:n or a new book contract. I'd love 

My bound galleys t BEA morrow ond I want to ::t thu ~~NDE, tho new novel, coue up to-
I started writing at you r o you right away. It's the book 
to you . I nm vor an r Pace in Key Wost, and it's dedicated 
opinion of t t . A! 01:ioua for you to road it, and to learn your 
and noed support Pl aye !otore publication, I'm gettin,t nervous 
and pleaao road it 

8
~888 ot mo know whore to send tho book, 

you Tonn when on and lot me know what you think. 1 toll 
week writinp; fol thilnik or what olectriciona and whores Cloke n 

Rtchard r O vin~ is a pies . 
t is f i ne, and he's hnr<l nt vork on hie cartoons llnd 

wa er colors , Thoy' ro like n cont hmin!!; diary, 11musint; whilo ox­
~r~ssinp: i .fl/ chalk on pap or whnt ho can't any' outloml, I think 

o s happy, or as oloao to it aa ho' 11 ever lll<oly bo, I lov~ 
him more all the limo , l love hil conetano:v 

Pat Lawford and 1 nro hl\rd nt wo1•k on th~ snluto to vou nt 
Lincoln Contor . It.' ll oither ho on Jnnuary :?6 nt Avary Fiehor 
l!Bll , or ttio ~1ond11y or your hlrlhdny, tho we6k of Mtn•ch 26 nt 
tho State 'l'hool.ro . Jt ' 11 ho a very ~ltttorin!I; night with tl;o 
city ond the 11ntinn p11ying you hor~np:e . l know 1.r you havo n choico 
between publ io praiao ancl o ohock, you'd p;o for ths chock . So 
would I . f\ut in thta lnetnnoe, Tonn, tho ontbuaitum of evoryono 
invol vod in honot·inr; you hna boon wondorfnl . ,J1101c1 Lipton, who 
d id the ■oluto to Doverly Sills at tho Stnto 1'hoatro, will be 
produc in~ your evoninr,. And t hore' a n ohnnoe U 100.y bo toloviaod 
on PJlS , Dut , tho poi11t is, l'nt and l oro workinfl( 11re uaaea off to 
ainke it n euooess . 

Norman finnlly 1narriod No1·1•i11 . l waa nt tho wt>ddinn., a very 
p rivate affair , nnd it w111 vory 1novJnr: to witno11e . ull tho Mnilor 
family sot.herod , n 11in1rile 11orvtoo, und Nonnn11 weeping , !Io's mollowod 
s o nnd he'• 1looply in love ,~tth hot• , I ucky Ullln , 

'There I s an nrticlo 11\Jout Churlo• llonri i-·ord in this week's 
VO!CF. wherein ho ndonits to be:ln,: 701 The ln1t ho told mo -- t~o 
yoore ago - - wo• that ho wne 63. llo' a nn.ing rnthor rnpidly . l m 
oortain Ruth didn't approoin to such public h1meaty, lly the wny, 
he had a show of phot(\/11 in Soho last month. ~:,•oct dicks oomtnr; 
out of various poople'ls 111011th1, oRra, nostrils , etc. All ramoua 
people , too . A,11 fn1• RI 1 1,n0'W, 1101 thor you nor l woro honored by 
this public i111U.g11ity p1111in!'( RI nrt , I love ou 'l'onn cmd misa you . Jlloooo wrHo . (Philip , Joan , 
n ichord, p!t , 1Eli , Norman, et . al , eond you theil' love, as do 1 , ) 



I • I (0 





7i+ :?; ~~ ~--
1 ~- lv--e-/4--''i ..) s > O Y:,D 

!2_ Jg(J 
__} 

DE A~ P AT AND DOTSON : 

You HAVEN'T HEARD F~ON ME BEFORE ABOUT THIS IALA PL ANNED FOA ME IE IAU SE 

I IOU L O NOT QU I T£ BEL I EVE JN I TS ~£ALiTY: O0 TSON 1S L£TTER ,,ouNO H[R( 

lN KtY WEST WHEN I ftETUANED Y£ST£A8AY MAK£$ I T OUITE TANl18L£ AHO 

DA2ZLfN9, NO DOUBT THE F I NEST SORT OF EARTH LY AISOLU TI ON TH AT I COULD 

IIIEOEIVE. 

LAST WEEK IN WASH t NCTON 

1 DOWNSTAIAS 1 (OR SHOULD 

WOVLI HAVE BEEN DU8tOUS ABOUT ~y SEINI S TILL 

SAY 1UP 1?) FOR THE oe& AS i ON, AS I AT T£N0~I THE 

KENNEIY HONORS ,o~ THIS YEAft WITH~ CASE OF WALK IN t PN£UMONIA ANa A 

ST"[' TMR O~T - CAM[ ON U[ OU IT[ SUD&ENLV AT THE ~HIT[ House . I WAS 

IN THE LINE TO 1£ REIEIVED IV 1HE CARTERS , S Nur FL INI ALONI 8ESIIE SOME 

OLD IOWAIEft WHOSE ftEMAINIHI SPARK OF VITALITY SEE ME D TO EMANATE ALT0~£THEft 

FAOM HER IIAM0N• aoLLIC~ . I HAPPENED TO t~OA~ TO H[ft THAT I WOVLD NOT 

1£ IACK AT THAT SIEN£ roft rtuft YEA~s . SHE SAIi 'I ; YOU ~A IT THAT L ON4 

THEY'LL HAVE TO EXHUME YOU roft TH£ 0ICASI0N . ' I WAS OO I NI TO S AY, 'M;..o,u,, 

I THOUGHT THAT yOU 1 D BEEN EXHU WED ~Oft THIS ONE 1 
- BUT we WERE TOO CLOS~ 

TO TKE CARTEftS TO fttSK THE SO~T or A INAWL THAT UIIHT HAY[ ftESULT£1 FROM 

su•H A/ SU I T AILE ft£fOAT so I HAI TO I OHT£N T MYS EL' WITH TH[ o•sERVATIOH 

THAT IN MY I ASE EX~UM~TION WOULD ftCQU i RE A IOUPL£ OF DE E,-SC A DIVEftS AHi 

A &ft APPL f NG HOO K. DOT SON, YOU REM EMBER HOW WE A.DI ED THAT OOO I CIL TO WY 

WILL TH AT I WAS TO BE IUftlED AS OLOSE AS ,oss11L£ TO TH AT SPOT IN THE 

SOUTH ATL ANT II (1 THINK IT'S APPAOX I MAT£LY ON E OAY N0 ATH 0F HAVAN A BY SHIP) 

wHEftE HAR T C ftAHE 8 1VEI orr THE ORIZAI A AFT£ft A OI SAP~ OINT I N• NIGHT IN 

THE l ft l W' S OU A~ TEft S • 

L I rEE~ A LD T 1£TTEft roe AY ANI WI LL It At~£ TO S£E ROSE TOMOAftOW . 
i4/E L t 



To~ORROW IS ALftEAOV 1£t1NNING To 1£ YISIILC THROUIH TH£ STU-10 

SKYL ICHT• 

DOTSO N I THINK BE AU MONIE IS A LOVELY NEW Tl~LC FOA YOUR NOVEL ANI 

I AM LON•INA TO SEE IALLEVS OF IT, 

W1 T~ WV LOVE TO YOU IOTM 1 
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Dear Tonn, 

4560 Province Line l!oad 
Princeton , NJ 08540 
Decernbor 19 , 1980 

Sorry about tho confusion over tho date of the gala at 
Lincoln Center. The January 26 night waa too close to the 
holidays and didn't nllow us sulficient tillle to pull the 
production, ticket sales, etc . together . There's no point 
in doing something unless it can be done boat. narch 2 was 
chosen because it was tho only ne,ct available night when 
we could have uao o! Avery Fisher Hall . Pat will hold a 
press conference in New York somotimo around January 15 to 
announce t he your gala and the rest of the Lincoln Center­
Columbia University program. Oy the way, the gala salute to 
you will be to raise money for fellowships for young writers 
at Columbia's Graduate School ol the Arts, playwrights, poets, 
novelists, tho whole crew. It"s very e,cciting,Tonn, and we're 
going at it hard, doing our damn best to make it a great 
night for you, There' 11 be the progr11m at Avery Fisher linll , 
ond later a party for you in the hall or at the State Theatre. 

You should have received the bound galleys ol BEAU MONDE 
by now as they were allegedly sent to you lost week, but given 
the Christmas mails God alone knows if they've arrived. I'm 
very anxious to know wh11t you think of the book, and I'd 
appreciate a quote from you if you like it. I don't know 
whether it'll be a commercial success, but I've reached the 
point, Tenn, where I don't much care anymore . I'm so used to 
being broke that big money would probably have a terrible 
eff'ect on my already frayed morals, and might even give me 
cardiac arrest! Speaking o! which: I've not forgotten, and 
never shall, the codicil to your will. And ir I don't slip 
into the £inal sleep bolore you, or if I do, I too would like 
to rest there in those waters that llart found irreaistable. 

I've begun another novel, MAYFLIES, that my editor tells me 
is too romantically hornoso,cual - - and odd turn of phrase -­
and too bitter. li'ell, there's not romance without tho bite, 
and it's the bite you remember . 

Who's your Canadian connection? That's a surprise. I thought 
Gary and Sky were with you . Oh, and why didn't you call me 
when you wore last in town~ I 1·eally wanted to see you and 
J didn't even know you were here. 

Adriana left yesterday !or l{ey West . Assuming we've the money 
Richard and I plan to con1e down around January 9. Tennessee , 
I think there may be a whole busload, too. Philip and Joan 
Kingsley. Ruth Carter Stapleton . And Pat Lawi·ord will be at 
her mother's in Palm Dench and I' -4 love to get her to come 
down for a few days. 



It's wet and cold here. Richard's worlcing on his drawings • 
I'm depressed by the holidays and I wish I were in Key west 
and could see you and get out'or the cold. And I wish I had 
more success and that publishers paid on time and that Now 
York critics didn't exist and that Gore Vidal had the sex 
change operation he so plainly needs . 

But wbat I trUly wish is that you're happy , and working well, 
and that ~liss Rose enjoys her walks and ice cream and knows 
we love her. As 1 do you. 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS I 
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41JCO Provt ll 
Princeton oa:4~1110 llct, 

April 2 , 19Sl 

Oenr 

It 110a wonderful soeinr you in Chicnco . I re1t 
woy lmowi nr: how busy you wero with tho opentnr- __ t~e bi11n the 
torritic l -- so l OS?lociully appreciate the time you ,,.P ay ie 

The f'AllAOE mao;azinc pioco oowoe out on May 17 I a:vo me. 
first draft 111so, to you in l{ey West, Abnut 2°" n~•thnt nt the 
1,1ill ho cut for reasons of space. Uut I think it 

8 0 10
~ferta1 

piece , and I hope you ' ro p!eased with it . Y 

I leave for Texas next woek to bo,iin work on a pro.cue of 
the Jilll!Dy Corter family for tl,o mar,:111:ine . I 'll Le ":Oing to Dnllns 
for a few days, and then possibily 011 to Plllins. And after that 
work is done , I ' m obligated to wr1to a profile 011 Dione lienton 
which I' 1:1 not looking forward to with any particular dolqht since 
I hoar sho is somewhat ditficult to intorviow. Dut I neod tbe 
dough aomethin."': tiorce. fiut things are looking up, llnd I m out 
or tho dopressio., that grip1')ed rue most ot tho winter. I don t 
fool like UH throwing 1n tho towol anymore, oven if I owned a 
towel to throw. 

I wns eo very impressed by Jano Sraithl What nn oletnnt, hir;h 
class, 17erfectly beautiful wor.ianl I never tired of looking at her 
face . Uov good she moat be to have survived t.his long witliout 
bearinc in t.er features any ,,f the grotesque sculpting that cars 
tho taces ot most wor:ien of o certain age; I rncan tho idla l·nrsll 
lines around tl:e moutl, , tho suspiciousness in the eyes -- none 
of that . How lovely she is. 

And Slcy, es usual I looked like something that walked out or 
the pages of Vo1Pt10 . A generous fellow , and good. You have ~ fine 
friend :there . ·oI 1 hir.i , when tho pictures ore developed, I 11 
send then along. 

Dopcuding on work and coney, I hope to make it dow: ~°z "t!ai; 
West before too long. A~ain • I loved being with you. n 
to see you soon. Please write. 



Dear Tenn, 

::c 

4560 Province Line 
Princoton 08640 
May 1, l!l81 

1 ve onclosod the anay,ahnts M tonk of you llll in Chicago 
011 your birthday. Please show th1>1~ to S :y if he a there sinco l,<! 

especially wanted to see thorn. 

I 'm forrthly sorry that you (';"Ot sick in Now \'ork IUl<l lldd to 
return to l(ey West . l'nt Lawford was l ooki nit 1 orward to tnl·t 
to dinner 1.hat niFht, and wo liero l>oth very clisnppointed ):o~ you 
could.1 t rool,e it, end sad that you felt sic:.: . l pray you ro 
in cood honlth a1min, bnby. I called ~iitch for Pat to ask hia 
to send he1• a russ , of S~IET1 ll\'G CLOUDY , S<IME'flllll:G CL!lJUI l,ut 

08 of today -- ffve dnya 1 ntor - Pat stil] llnsn ' t roccivod H . 

Geor~e Plirnpt>on was dol ir;t,tod with the intervi ow. Noxt wool:, 
w1,c,1 Im back from !'loins, ,cntt we ' ll begin odttini; tt. Als", 
I m doinr,; 1:11, essay about you, in prnise of you I tllat will also 
,;o into thf' c:a~a?.ine. Goor~o is olso writing an appreciation, 
and we thought wo d osl, Mailer t" write So!!'.othinu too. ,\cldHionally, 
tl•ore 11 be o selection of s11onsl10ts and photos with co11t1onn. 
You ' ll see and l:c able to make chan~es in the mater:u,l lrCoro 
it goos to press. It should t,e nut in loto OctoLcr . 

I go dcwn to .Plnins on \'odnesdny for a tow d1tys 1 n soe 1 he 
Cnrtcu s . 1 told ~-ill& Lil' illn ol,out your• lovely rC!,flllrka ol,out 
Jicrray, that he d would l111, e I-ad a great sooond term, lie i,ns o 
,n;nuncl. hulllAnttnriar. , etc. s:,e was vory touchod . She 8R1d sl:e 
love-d yo 11' «ri tin;:, and ad11 ir•etl you. She ti on told 010 that sbe 
hat! k,·1>w, r ·n·1k F'r,ntis, hnviw; caat him l,of'orc Jirrr.,,y wnn the presi­
de••cy. S1idJ.1 eP 1 in liey \lest, and somehow mot Fronk who eho1<ad 
Miss Lilli'> round your houao and the upstairs r1>ow 1<!,cro you 
1<r.,1e your pln)'6. (,o ohvionsly didn t have ncccss to tho studio! 
llho11 F'1·snk f-,lltis died, tbe Stute Oer,,1rtrnent colletl Mias Lillian 
and asked if Frank wns o friend nf' he1·s. St.e said, "Yos•. And 
t?,oy told her he bad 110011 i:mrdorecl , nnd tt:it on tho tohlo l1osidc 
his l,cd was a piece of pnpe1· with her nai:,a and pl,one number, and 
writte" 011 it waa : ~Lill:tan Corter , Ny l,cst f'rieod." >,iss Lillinn 
sn1d sl,o wasn t nblo to go to tl'·e f11nernl, t,ut she souf. n catilo 
to lo read at tho eei-vico in Jicy 'West eulogi:si•1e; !''rank. 

/loow .l !ountl tl111t to be on extraordinary stol'y, One, that she 
wou~d hnvo 1.."tlown f··ranlc I·ontis . And , t110, thot she would havo boon 
notified of his doatl1 before you l,oord or it, or I did. llecnusc 
FranJc had Writte, hor phone n1J1J1b11r hesido his t,ed. Curious. 

Mias Lil lial'! !!I .just come ho:µo 1rnm the hospital -- she l•roke 
her hi1' -- and k> 1111lkin~ with n cane, t,gt she s as Lrirht nnd ~i1st

y 
08 

over, and I know she'd Jove hearin, f1•on, you, Tann. 
hll you havo O ~ •inute, Why not send he1 o note sayinl': you re 
1 Pl'Y. sba out nf tho l!osnit Ill and in good st . •pe°t I kno,. sbo ~ t~;\~:i~!:~ from Yon . Hiss LUHnn Carter , , 1 ains, Georgia 18 

. l 
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One t'ltlior tl-b -: Ji, ~n Travoltn is comtnr: to llow y., 
Europe &<ll'1ot.1me around the 12 of Hay, nnd 1r you 

0
,_

0 
rlc from 

l thought wo coulcl h1ivo dinner With hi11 and l'at Lnwto 1: Hou Yori, 
or two c,thera . I kn'lw you 11ko him oe an actor, and 

1
,~ IU!d one 

brii;ht , and r:e:itle young cithi w?lo thinks ti:" world of - 1a O kind, 
drop mo a note tmd let we know 11hcn you • ll be llefin1t~1u•

1
1'lo11se 

Yorlt. Y n l,011 

LEAU iiONDl: hasn'l gotten the world ' & g-reateat rovtowa 
80 

f 
I wonder why the reviewers go after ~o so poraonnlJy? II hot tt •r • 
tuck does r.iy personal lUe have to do With the qulllity of '0 

wr1tillj!? It's enough to make working in II ae1:er 1,,ok 11ttra~1ve 
or oaybe, being a i,riter, r w already in the sewer and haven't • noticed. 

I loved seeing you bore. And J miss you. IUchnrd sends his love, as do I . 

I'S : :;: ~ot tho stran,:est C'llloction of press clipptn~ rroa 
Dakin, all al,out 1:1.maolf , I thinlc he is P:«illrinr. up for bis 
Presidor,tial run 11.'lcl thinks J ' ve tot David Rockefeller s loot 
or Nancy lleagon'a eru· . In any ove1:1t , it you talk to Urother Dakin, 
you should tell him tllo ntg Dot luolJI hasn t a subway token to 
his nQZ!le, nnd it he aver cot within 11 foot of Nancy .ieagan e 
enr• he' d probably pi ss in it. 

' 
I 
l 
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Dear Tenn, 

4560 Province Line 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

Decembers, 1981 

It was a great joy for Richard and me seeing you on 'l'hanJc 
giving. I must sayt that I was very impressed by your friends­
Scott . He struck me as very decent, fair-minded, end caring ' 
deoply about your wellbeing. What a sweet fellow he is. 

And listen1 I want to thank you for your kind letters to 
Pat Lawford. The emotional cost to her -- not to mention the 
financial - - of the.cancellation of the benefit was enorm

0118
• 

And she was, and still is, very unhappy because she wanted 
very much to do something for you. She's loves you very much, 
and your letter from Cape May went along way towards healing 
that unhappiness . It was kind and thoughtful or you, Tenn. 

Richard leaves for London on the 14th of this month . I follow 
a few days later . We re going to spend Christmas there with 
the Kingsleys, and probably New Year's too. I'll be back by 
January 3 , God willing. At the moment I ' m at work on the runa­
ways piece for PARADE . Then I do Teddy Kennedy, Gerald Ford, 
and, if he can stay in one place for a day , Ryan O Neill, I 
am working very hard. I hope by spring to be out of the asshole 
of debt and have some money to take the time to work on my next 
hook. l'onn, I think publishers and magazines pay writers only 
enough to Iceep thOl!l from starving, but not enough to allow them 
the freedom to write what they really want to write . But I'm 
going to keep at it and oaybe, if I'm lucky, something will bit 
and I' 11 be out of the woods . Woods? Jungle is more like it! 

If we have the money. Richard and I are planning to take a 
house in Koy West in February. I hope you'll be there. lie love 
you, Tonn. As usual , I miss you when you re not here . 

Please tell me what you thought of my PARIS nEVIE\i interview 
with you and the essay. I work ltard to make it as good as possiblo. 
Tho response to it has been very favorable . But I want to know 
what you felt about it. 

Richard sends you his love. As do I . 



Donr •reno, 
wJJl~ 

45GO Pro·inco 
Princctnn, f\J 

~,arc!, , 19b2 

Line ,food 
08540 

ichord ond l huve mis~ed ho111_·tn~ frnm ynu. lie sow ynu nn I v, 
nn "Entertain1,1ent Toni~l,t , n c 1 11> .fro;n ynur readin · in r ey West. 
You looked :root. and wo both, on seoin"' you, wished we could be 
there In July wo plan to coruo o I e )· . est and r"nt o h<,use 1'cr­
mnnently. ~cy Wost is the only place whore ,iichard is really healthy 
and !n a measure happy. So 1>e'll t,e livin~ there as ot next Jell • 
God and the rool estate wn1kots willin~ ' 

Pat sent to Columbia a $10 ,000 check to endown the first two 
'i'ennessec Williams f ellows hips in liritin,;. fboy will be given 
o.nnuolly, one i n fiction, tho other in MaxJl noetry. '!'he wirners 
will I c announced 111 April, and tbc:-y eocb 1"111 he l!:ranted 5,000 
for a year of study at Columbia's Ciraduate School of the Arts. 
'l'be students will be chosen by the Columbia faculty. In honorinl' 
bright , exceptional writers encl! yoar with a Tennessee Williams 
r ello\Jship , we alsn are tryin,r to honor you. 

l ,e been s•rit ing cxclush·ely for PAR.ADE maga:>ine of late. I 
don t know if ynu ve i.oen my &tu.ff I but I vo done sto1•ios l'ln 
runaways , Carol hurnett, J imllly Cart-er, Nancy Heagan . Yet to 
come: Gerald f'ord, ~layor l(och, and f.lichael Ontkean ( he s the 
actor in 11~1sking Love"). I ve nlso got ten very involved in t1•y­
ing to help the millions of runnwny children by working with 
Senator l{ennedy to set up a private foundation in lloahington to 
coordinate aid to thfSC.kids. 'fhe average runaway is 12 years old I 
35j/; runnway becausw of incest I 5()')11 because of physical abuse! 
It · s horrifying. ~ly heart brenlca for these kids . 

Oh , I'm also writing a profile for PA,~E on Senator Kennedy, 
whom I hove come to know well and to love . And God, do I love 
his kids, eanecially Teddy, Jr. , who• s 20 and has lost a leg to 
cancer and yet who is sweet, handsnme, brave. ll'hen we all went 
skiing, Teddy , Jr. was by far the best skier of the lot . You ought 
to see him go do1-1n o slope on one leg as if he possessed the best 
ot life and its most splendid future . 

So , I've been working hard. Michard is painting. Tho winter 
is oncling. I fool strong again. 

I miss you , dea- T Pl h th ti.mo ,\11 my love. ... enn. case write 11hen you ovo e • 

' i 
n 
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March 14, 1983 

Mr. Dotson Rader 
c/o PARADE PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
750 Ihlrd Avenue, 
New Yor k , New York 

Dear Mr. Rader, 

In t he Spring of 1972, actress acquaintance Helena Carrol l who was then 
star r ing i n "Small Craft Warnings", passed al ong some of my poetry and 
plays to Tennessee Williams. What resulted, was an unforgettable meeting 
with "the master" at tbe Elysee and a bond of friendship chat can never 
end . . not e ven in death. 

Mr. Wi lliams spent the day giving encouragement, pleading with me t o remove 
my mother f r om the hospital cancer ward and bring her home where the l ove 
is (we were coo l ace), roar ing with delight as my demure l a dy f r ieud 
ut ter ed the word "decadent", and in the end, writing his encouragement on 
a pie ce of paper and saying •.. "maybe you can use this as a forward or 
something. I hope it helps." 

Under s tanding the poet, and respecting his wishes as I do, it causes me 
great concern that he has been laid to unrest in a place he hated, against 
his will. lt was very kind of him to tell me that my poems reminded hi m 
of Hart Crane, and I know how important it is for him to cast his spirit 
next to Crane's in the Gulf of Mexico. I'm aware of the codicil t o his 
will expressing his wishes, and it seems to me that this is a legal document 
that cannot be ignored. Wishing to right the wrong, I called P.E.N. in 
New York to see if they would gather their legal forces and take action 
to free Tennessee's spirit from his hated St. Louis . I was told they didn't 
have. time t.o get involved in "personal matters." Knowing that you were close 
to him, I wonder is there anything that can be done .•• any legal avenues to 
pursue on behalf of this great man. Could petitions be signed ..• funds be 
raised ... friends gathered to insure the last wish of Mr . Williams. Is tliere 
anythi ng I and my wife can do from Los Angeles? Is there a sense of outrage 
in New York? 

I am now what Tennessee referred to in his will as an indigent writer . After 
having written and produced experimental plays 0.0 .B. in New York, in colle~es, 
and PBS-TV •.. and having written a manuscript of poems yet to be published, 
I am now trapped in the God-awful world of advertising in order to care for 
m.y family while neglecting my soul. }lore than anything in the world, I wish 
for one year of financial freedom to release my pent-up words. With the enclosed 
letter, I wonder if ! might qualify for "indigent writer" assistance. Do you 
know how that might be approached? Hopefully not through one of those asinine 
committees that only assists those who are a.lready "commercially successful. 11 

I can't imagine that's what Tennessee had in mind. 

So many questions . I don't want to teke any moTe of your time., but hope 
will aqvise me as to the questions I 've stated. I'll close With sincere 
for listening end fond regards. 

Respeci:iiu,i~o:: ~ ""' . Matt Davison 
32650 Nantasket Dr.,q93 
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90274 
(2 13) 541-4325 

you 
thanks 
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Hatt OaviSOD 
32650 Nant osk•< Dr . ,#93 
Rancho Pal~• Verdes. CA 90274 

PERSO''AL 

Mr. Dotson Rader 
c/o PARADE PUBLICATIONS , INC. 
750 Third Avenue 
New York , New York 

iwll II wll,1111 1 ,.u. 111,1ul 
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