
To Honorable : Mayor Mikke Pierson, Mayor Pro Tem Skylar Peak, Karen Farrer,   
Jefferson Wagner and Rick Mullen 

 
Please add this to the Public Record 
 

Dr. Kramer’s focus is NOT on how to retain your rights while staying in compliance; it’s 

simply about staying in compliance. 

“Many cities have figured out that 5G will mean a massive deployment of infrastructure and promises to be a 

municipal nightmare. Many have recognized that local city attorneys are not equipped to help their cities navigate all 

of the complex details of Telecommunications law or the ever changing landscape of new rules and court decisions.  

That is why many turn to outside firms.”  

With that said, I think you need to ask yourself a few questions:  

1. What exactly do I want this rollout to look like?  

2. How can you legally retain as much control as possible? 

3. Is my attorney on board with thinking outside the box? 

Unable to answer correctly re: Firefighters Exemptions  

Dr. Jonathan Kramer was wrong when in August 2020 during a Malibu city council meeting he was asked by 

Councilmember Karen Farrer, if there were any Firefighter exemptions and he said “no.” That is not the whole truth. 

Luckily, one person that helped Firefighters gain this exemption, Susan Foster, was in attendance. She personally relayed 

that “there is a minor (but significant) exemption for fire stations in AB 57 which exempts projects on fire department 

facilities from the “deemed approved process.” Why is this distinction important? No matter what the reason for Dr. 

Kramer not knowing this detail, half-truths only cast doubt on what you will get from Dr. Kramer and details are the 

backbone for a strong, legally compliant, protective ordinance.  

Is Dr. Kramer Pro-Industry? 

A cursory look at Telecom Law Firm’s website leads me to believe that Dr. Kramer is playing both sides. Is this a conflict? 

As well, there’s an article, on govtech.com dated March, 2017, stating the following conflicting statement showing 

Kramer pushing for this infrastructure: 

"Broadband engineer Dr. Jonathan Kramer, an attorney at Los Angeles-based Telecom Law Firm, P.C. 

which is advising Cincinnati: ‘Using the rail analogy, we want to bring the high-speed [pulsed, data-

modulated, Radio-frequency Electromagnetic Microwave Radiation] trains into Cincinnati. This is a 

great place to try out interesting ideas" 

both the City and citizen rights! In another city he created a wireless ordinance that looked to be written by the 

telecommunications industry.  

Personal Observations 

The services of Dr. Kramer (Telecom Law Firm) were used in many Bay Area cities. In one Bay Area city, an Activist who 

was working with the City to write their wireless ordinance stated that the Council had to continuously push Dr. Kramer 

away from advocating his one size fits all direction and force him to advise them on a wireless ordinance that reflected 

the City’s values as well as one that legally protected  

https://ehtrust.org/testimony-on-5g-firefighters-cell-towers-to-malibu-city-council-by-susan-foster/
https://telecomlawfirm.com/7806-2/
https://www.govtech.com/Cincinnati-Seeks-Developers-To-Create-Smart-City-Platform-With-Free-Wi-Fi.html?flipboard=yes


I have personally viewed Mr. Kramer’s presentation on three separate occasions. It led me to wonder who he’s working 

for as his presentations only focus on the laws, rules and court cases leading you to conclude your hands are tied. 

Looking at other cities around California and the U.S. we can see this is simply not true. Take for instance the hundreds 

of examples of wireless ordinances from cities around the country showing that your hands are not tied; collectively, 

they are your blueprint! 

It’s really about what isn’t being said. 

Having seen other attorneys who have presented to cities, I also have to wonder, why doesn’t Dr. Kramer’s 

presentations relay how wireless carriers often misrepresent things like NEPA Reviews, stolen Engineering Stamps 

(written by Dr. Kramer), photo simulations and emissions reports, and how he can help you integrate this within your 

ordinance? Why doesn’t his presentation show you an outline of what your code could look like with strong legal 

protections for both the City and its citizens? I know he knows about these things. There are many things your city 

should be looking at, but unless you push Dr. Kramer, and understand what questions you need to be asking, you will be 

left in the dark. 

Take your power back! 

Look, we all know that the FCC has taken more and more local control away. And I’m sure that telecom (Verizon, AT&T, 

etc.) has already spoken to your city attorney and convinced him or her that your hands are tied.  So when Dr. Kramer 

insinuates that your hands are tied, it’s easy to believe that they are. But, many cities have figured out otherwise. And, if 

I were in your position, I would want to roll up my sleeves, and do the work necessary to retain as much control of these 

wireless installations as possible. I can promise you, you’ll be glad you did! 

In Conclusion 

It might seem that a quick cookie cutter approach is the safest, quickest way to end this headache. But, in the long run, 

you’re better off retaining as much control as you legally can, which will empower your City and your community for 

years to come. This may mean using an attorney whose primary focus is helping you retain your legal protections and 

rights while staying in compliance. Luckily, there are many attorneys who can walk the city through this process and 

create a custom, wireless code that reflects the values of your city, not the values of the telecom industry! 

I encourage you to NOT renew the Telecom Law Firm contract. 

Jodi Nelson 
Safe Technology Activist 

Attachment (Key Elements for a Strong Local Ordinance- Physicians for Safe Technology) 

 

 

https://mdsafetech.org/cell-tower-and-city-ordinances/
https://mdsafetech.org/cell-tower-and-city-ordinances/
https://scientists4wiredtech.com/action/nepa-strategies/
https://fbpe.org/wireless-site-project-plans-with-stolen-pe-stamps/
https://scientists4wiredtech.com/sanfrancisco/sf-appeal-18wr-0296/
https://mdsafetech.org/cell-tower-and-city-ordinances/
https://mdsafetech.org/cell-tower-and-city-ordinances/

