Lesson Plan: Navigating the Digital Landscape: Unmasking Misinformation
Grade Level: 7 (adaptable for Grades 6-8) Subject: English Language Arts – Media Literacy Time Allotment: 60-75 minutes
Ontario Curriculum Correlations (Grade 7, English Language Arts):
This lesson addresses key expectations in the Media Literacy, Reading, and Oral Communication strands:
· Media Literacy:
· 1.1 Explain how various media texts are constructed to represent reality in a particular way (e.g., through selection of details, camera angles, editing, filters). (Students will analyze how various techniques are used to manipulate information).
· 1.2 Explain how different media forms and techniques are used to present ideas, information, and opinions. (Students will learn about editing, filters, and composition as manipulation techniques).
· 1.3 Describe how different media texts are organized to achieve a particular purpose (e.g., to inform, to persuade, to entertain, to mislead). (Students will understand how misinformation is intentionally organized).
· 1.4 Identify the purpose and audience for a variety of media texts and explain how they might be interpreted differently by different audiences. (Students will consider the purpose of misinformation).
· 1.5 Evaluate the effectiveness of the presentation and the ideas and information in media texts, including those from various cultures and communities, and explain how the texts communicate a variety of messages. (Students will critically evaluate online information).
· 1.6 Identify the point of view presented in a media text and suggest some alternative perspectives. (Students will identify the perspective of information and recognize bias).
· 1.7 Demonstrate an understanding of the impact of media texts on themselves and others, and identify ways in which they can be active and responsible media consumers and producers. (Students will understand the personal and societal impact of misinformation).
· Reading:
· 1.4 Identify the main ideas and supporting details in texts, including complex texts, and explain how they are related. (Students will identify main ideas about media literacy).
· 1.5 Make inferences about texts, including complex texts, using stated and implied ideas from the texts. (Students will infer the credibility of sources).
· 1.6 Extend understanding of texts by making connections between the ideas in them and personal knowledge, experience, and insights. (Students will relate the concepts to their own digital experiences).
· 1.8 Evaluate the credibility of sources and the reliability of information, using a variety of strategies (e.g., cross-referencing information, considering the author’s expertise and purpose, identifying bias). (Students will critically evaluate sources).
· Oral Communication:
· 1.4 Identify the main ideas and supporting details in oral texts and explain how they are related. (Students will comprehend the key messages of the video).
Learning Objectives:
Students will be able to:
1. Define "misinformation" and explain its prevalence.
2. Identify at least three strategies for evaluating the credibility of online information (e.g., checking headlines/bylines, author background, evidence, independent sources).
3. Recognize common manipulation techniques in images and videos (e.g., editing, filters, composition).
4. Explain why media literacy is crucial for both students and adults.
Materials:
· Whiteboard or projector
· Markers or pens
· Access to the educational video (or a printed copy of the transcript)
· Copies of the "Unmasking Misinformation" quiz (provided below)
· Optional: Chart paper for brainstorming, sticky notes, examples of real/fake news headlines, manipulated images/videos (e.g., simple filter comparisons).
Cultural References (Ontario/Canadian):
· When discussing "reputable sources," refer to well-known Canadian news organizations like CBC News, Global News, or The Globe and Mail, highlighting their journalistic standards.
· Mention local libraries in Ontario (e.g., Toronto Public Library, Ottawa Public Library) as examples of institutions offering media literacy workshops, as suggested by the transcript.
· Discuss current events or local examples of misinformation that might be relevant to students, ensuring sensitivity and age-appropriateness. For example, local social media rumours about school events or community issues.

Lesson Procedure:
Part 1: Introduction – The Information Flood (10-15 minutes)
1. Hook: Begin by asking: "How many of you use the internet or social media every day?" "How much information do you think you see in an hour online?" Emphasize the vast amount of information we encounter.
2. Introduce "Misinformation": Define misinformation as "false or inaccurate information, especially that which is intended to deceive." Explain that it's a big challenge in our digital world. Ask students for examples they might have seen (without naming specific platforms/people if controversial).
3. Purpose of the Lesson: Explain that today we'll learn how to be "digital detectives" to spot misinformation and understand how it's made.
Part 2: Explore – Video Analysis (15 minutes)
1. Watch the video: Play the educational video (or read the transcript aloud with an engaging tone).
2. Initial Reactions: After the video, ask students: "What was one new idea or challenge about online information that the video mentioned?" "What did the video say is the starting point for media literacy?" (Reading skills).
Part 3: Explain – Dissecting Misinformation (20-25 minutes)
1. Reading Skills & Critical Thinking:
· Fact vs. Opinion: Review the difference between fact (something proven true) and opinion (a belief or feeling). Give quick examples.
· Questioning Sources: Discuss the video's key questions:
· "Is it from a reputable source?" (Explain what "reputable" means: trustworthy, respected).
· "Who is the author? What is their background?" (Why does this matter?).
· "Is the information supported by credible sources? Are they cited? Are they independent?" (Explain "independent" – not biased or paid by someone).
· Activity Idea: Show two contrasting headlines (one from a reputable source, one clearly clickbait/unreliable). Ask students to apply these questions.
2. Recognizing Manipulation Techniques:
· "The video talks about how misinformation is created. What are some ways it says videos and images can be manipulated?" (Editing, filters, composition – adding/removing elements).
· Demonstration (Optional): Briefly show an image with and without a filter, or two images composed differently to tell different stories. Discuss how "reading a picture" means understanding these techniques.
3. Why Media Literacy Matters for All:
· "Who does the video say needs media literacy skills?" (Students AND adults).
· "Why are libraries mentioned as important?" (Centres for media education, workshops, fact-checking resources). Connect this to local Ontario libraries.
Part 4: Elaborate – Application & Discussion (10 minutes)
1. Scenario Discussion: Present a hypothetical scenario: "You see a post on social media claiming that all local schools will be closed for the next month because of a rare event. How would you apply the strategies we discussed to check if this is true?" (Guide students to mention checking official school board websites, reputable news, asking adults, checking for photographic evidence/manipulation).
2. Personal Responsibility: Discuss the phrase from the video: "critical information consumers." What does that mean for them? How can they contribute to a "more informed future"?
Part 5: Evaluate – Quiz (10 minutes)
1. Distribute the quiz: Explain that this quiz will help them show what they've learned about identifying and understanding misinformation.
2. Collect quizzes: Use the quiz to assess student understanding of the key concepts

