Lesson Plan: Fact or Fake? Navigating Online Information
Grade Level: 5 (adaptable for Grades 4-6) Subject: English Language Arts – Media Literacy Time Allotment: 45-60 minutes
Ontario Curriculum Correlations (Grade 5, English Language Arts):
This lesson addresses key expectations in the Media Literacy strand and Reading strand:
· Media Literacy:
· 1.1 Identify the purpose and audience for a variety of media texts. (Students will identify the purpose of online information and its potential for misinformation.)
· 1.2 Explain how various media texts are constructed to represent reality in a particular way. (Students will analyze how visual cues and claims are used to make content seem real or fake.)
· 1.3 Describe how different media texts are organized to achieve a particular purpose. (Students will discuss how information is presented online.)
· 1.4 Explain how different media forms and techniques are used to present ideas, information, and opinions. (Students will learn about techniques like "zooming out" to reveal the truth.)
· 1.5 Demonstrate an understanding of the impact of media texts on themselves and others. (Students will understand the importance of verifying information before believing it.)
· 1.6 Evaluate the effectiveness of the presentation and the ideas and information in media texts. (Students will critically evaluate online claims.)
· Reading:
· 1.5 Make inferences about texts using stated and implied ideas from the texts. (Students will infer the credibility of online information.)
· 1.6 Extend understanding of texts by making connections between the ideas in them and personal knowledge, experience, and insights. (Students will connect the video's examples to their own online experiences.)
· 2.3 Identify the point of view presented in a text and suggest some alternative perspectives. (Students will consider different perspectives on online content – real vs. fake.)
Learning Objectives:
Students will be able to:
1. Define "verify" in the context of online information.
2. Identify at least two strategies for determining if online content is real or fake.
3. Apply critical thinking skills to question and evaluate online claims.
Materials:
· Whiteboard or projector
· Markers or pens
· Access to the educational video (or a printed copy of the transcript)
· Copies of the "Fact or Fake?" quiz (provided below)
· Optional: Chart paper for brainstorming, sticky notes
Cultural References (Ontario/Canadian):
· The video itself mentions a "UFO spotted in Ottawa," grounding one of its examples locally within Ontario/Canada.
· Discussing reliable sources can include Canadian news outlets that specifically target young audiences, such as CBC Kids News or TVO Kids, highlighting their role in presenting factual information.
· Emphasize the importance of consulting trusted adults (parents, guardians, teachers) as a primary verification strategy, a common approach in Canadian education.

Lesson Procedure:
Part 1: Introduction – Hook & Engage (10 minutes)
1. Start with a compelling question: "If I showed you a picture of the world's biggest maple syrup bottle and told you it was real, would you believe me right away?" (Connects to the video's hamburger example and a Canadian cultural item).
2. Introduce the core problem: Explain that the internet is full of amazing things, but sometimes it's hard to tell what's real and what's not. Ask students if they've ever seen something online that made them wonder, "Is that true?"
3. Introduce "Media Literacy": Briefly explain that being "media literate" means being smart about what we see, hear, and read in the media, especially online.
Part 2: Explore – Video Analysis (15 minutes)
1. Watch the video: Play the educational video (or read the transcript aloud with engaging tone).
2. Initial Reactions: After the video, ask students: "What was one thing the video taught you about online information?"
Part 3: Explain – Discussion & Strategies (20 minutes)
1. Define "Verify": Ask students, "What does the video say 'verify' means?" (To prove that something is real). Write the definition on the board.
2. Discuss Verification Strategies:
· Strategy 1: Ask a Trusted Adult: "Who does the video suggest we ask first if we're unsure about something online?" (Parents, guardians, teachers). Emphasize that these adults are valuable resources for help and guidance.
· Strategy 2: Search the Internet (Critically): "What's the second way the video suggests we verify something?" (Searching for terms like 'UFO Ottawa fake' or 'UFO Ottawa hoax'). Discuss that we're looking for other reliable sources to confirm or deny the information.
3. Revisit Video Examples:
· Hamburger: How did we verify that the hamburger wasn't actually the world's biggest? (By zooming out – context matters!).
· Baseball into the Ocean: Why might this be tricky? (Possible, but unlikely – requires thinking about plausibility).
· UFO in Ottawa: How could we verify this one? (Search "UFO Ottawa hoax" – often, if something sounds too wild, others have already investigated).
4. Cultural Application: Briefly discuss how they might see claims about Canadian landmarks (e.g., "Giant beaver spotted building a dam on Parliament Hill!"). How would they verify that? (Ask an adult, search for "Giant beaver Parliament Hill hoax," check reputable Canadian news sites like CBC Kids News).
Part 4: Elaborate – Application (5-10 minutes)
1. Brainstorming: As a class, brainstorm other types of "fake" content they might encounter online (e.g., clickbait headlines, altered photos of local schools, misleading advertisements for toys).
2. "What would you do?" Scenarios: Present a few simple scenarios (e.g., "You see an ad for a free video game console if you just click this link. What do you do?"). Have students suggest verification strategies.
Part 5: Evaluate – Quiz (10 minutes)
1. Distribute the quiz: Explain that this quiz will help them show what they've learned about identifying real vs. fake information online.
2. Collect quizzes: Use the quiz to assess student understanding of the key concepts

