Lesson Plan: Online Safety Superstars!
Suggested Grade Level: Grades 2-3
Subject Areas: Health and Physical Education, Language Arts, The Arts (Visual Arts)
Learning Objectives: Students will be able to:
1. Understand that the internet is a fun place but requires special rules for safety.
2. Identify and explain four simple rules for staying safe online: visiting safe websites, keeping personal information private, not talking to strangers, and telling an adult if something feels wrong.
3. Recognize the importance of being kind and respectful online.
4. Identify trusted adults they can talk to about online safety.
5. Create a visual representation of an important online safety rule.
Materials:
· Content from the "Internet Safety for Kids" transcript (displayed centrally or read aloud)
· Whiteboard or chart paper
· Markers
· Drawing paper and crayons/coloured pencils for each student
· Optional: Printed images of a locked padlock (for safe websites), a red "X" over a person (for strangers), a happy face (for kindness), and a speech bubble with an adult (for telling an adult).
Lesson Procedure:
Part 1: The Fun of the Internet! (15 minutes)
1. Hook (5 min): Ask students: "What fun things do you like to do on the internet?" (e.g., watch videos, play games, learn about animals). Acknowledge that the internet is a really fun place!
2. Introducing Safety Rules (10 min): Explain that just like we have rules to stay safe on the playground or when crossing the street, we need special rules to stay safe when we use the internet. Introduce the idea that today, they will learn some simple but super important rules to be "Online Safety Superstars!"
· Cultural Reference (Ontario Context): Connect to familiar places in Ontario: "Just like when we visit Ripley's Aquarium in Toronto or go tobogganing in Gatineau Park, we have rules to keep us safe and have the most fun!"
Part 2: Our Online Safety Super Rules (25 minutes)
1. Rule Identification & Discussion (20 min): Read aloud the content from the transcript, pausing after each rule to discuss it. Write each rule on the chart paper using simple language and a corresponding visual cue (if using optional images).
· Rule 1: Visit Safe Websites! (Look for the little lock in the address bar, don't click strange things). Discuss why clicking on strange things can be risky.
· Rule 2: Keep Your Personal Information Private! (Never share full name, school, address, phone number). Discuss why this information is private and should not be shared with people they don't know in real life.
· Rule 3: Don't Talk to Strangers Online! (Only chat with people you know in real life). Reiterate the definition of a stranger.
· Rule 4: Tell an Adult if Something Feels Wrong! (If something online makes you feel strange or scared, tell a grownup you trust). Emphasize that it's always okay to tell a grownup, no matter what.
· Rule 5: Be Kind Online! (Treat others with respect, just like in person). Discuss how words online can make people feel.
· Cultural Reference (Ontario Context): Introduce picture cards of trusted adults. "Who are the grownups we can trust here in our Ontario community? (Parents, teachers, grandparents, school librarian, principal, police officer)." Emphasize that these adults are here to protect them, just like crossing guards protect them at the school.
2. Quick Check (5 min): Briefly ask students to raise their hand if they can remember one rule.
Part 3: Draw Your Safety Rule! (15 minutes)
1. Activity: Distribute drawing paper and crayons. "Now you get to be an artist! Draw a picture showing one of our Online Safety Super Rules. Pick the rule you think is most important or easiest to remember!"
· Examples: Draw a picture of a phone with a lock, a child saying "NO" to a stranger, a child telling a parent about something scary, or a happy face showing kindness online.
2. Share (optional, 5 min): Have a few students share their drawings and explain their chosen rule.
Part 4: Conclusion (5 minutes)
1. Recap: Review the five simple rules.
2. Empowerment: Remind students: "You are now Online Safety Superstars! When you use the internet the right way, it's more fun for everyone!"

Correlation with the Ontario Curriculum Guides (English Lesson Plan):
This lesson plan aligns with several outcomes from the Ontario Curriculum for Grades 2-3:
· Health and Physical Education (HPE) – Healthy Living (Personal Safety and Injury Prevention):
· Grade 2 (B3.1): Describe strategies for keeping themselves safe from injuries and harm (e.g., in their school, at home, in the community, when online). Correlation: Directly addresses online safety rules (safe websites, private info, strangers, telling adults).
· Grade 3 (B3.1): Describe different types of safe and unsafe situations, and identify effective strategies for avoiding or responding to them. Correlation: Students learn to identify unsafe online situations (suspicious links, strangers, feeling scared) and appropriate responses.
· Overall Expectation B2: Demonstrate an understanding of the factors that influence healthy development and decision making. Correlation: Encourages students to make informed and responsible decisions about their online presence.
· Language Arts – Oral Communication & Media Literacy:
· Grades 2-3 (1.2 Listening to Understand): Listen to understand information and ideas presented in oral texts. Correlation: Students listen to the transcript and extract key safety information.
· Grades 2-3 (3.4 Producing Media Texts): Produce media texts for a variety of purposes and audiences, using appropriate forms, conventions, and techniques. Correlation: Students create visual representations of safety rules through drawing.
· Social Studies – People and Environments (Social and Environmental Systems):
· Grades 2-3 (Overall Expectation): Develop an understanding of the roles and responsibilities of citizens. Correlation: Introduces the foundational concepts of digital citizenship and responsible online behaviour

