Identifying Fake News - Lesson Plan: Grade 2 - Online Clues: What Makes Information Tricky?
Grade Level: 2 Subject: Health and Physical Education (HPE) Strand: Healthy Living Topic: Online Clues: What Makes Information Tricky? Time Allotment: 40-50 minutes
Overall Expectations (Ontario HPE Curriculum, Grade 2):
· Healthy Living: D2. demonstrate an understanding of the factors that contribute to healthy development and explain how to make informed choices that enhance their health and well-being.
Specific Expectations (Ontario HPE Curriculum, Grade 2):
· D2.1 describe how to recognize and avoid or report situations that could be unsafe or exploitive, including situations encountered online (e.g., asking for personal information, making threats, cyberbullying). (Adapted to recognizing misleading information).
· D2.4 identify healthy food choices and describe the benefits of choosing healthy foods, with an emphasis on making personal choices (adapted to making healthy information choices).
Learning Goals: Students will be able to:
· Identify simple "clues" that online information might be tricky or misleading (e.g., unusual source, exaggerated claims).
· Explain why they need to be cautious about information that tries to make them feel very strongly (e.g., very scared, very excited).
· Understand that asking a trusted adult for help is a healthy information choice.
Success Criteria: I will know I have been successful if I can:
· Spot one "clue" in a simple online scenario that information might be tricky.
· Explain that information designed to make them very scared or excited might not be true.
· State that telling a trusted adult helps them make a healthy choice about information.
Materials:
· Whiteboard or chart paper and markers.
· "Clue" cards (e.g., a magnifying glass icon, question mark icon).
· Simple online headlines/pictures (some real, some exaggerated/fake, e.g., "Cats can now fly!" "Your favourite toy causes bad luck!" "Local park is safe for play.").
· Emotion face cards (happy, sad, scared, angry, surprised).
· Worksheet: "My Clue Detector" (a detective badge to draw/write clues they've learned).
Prior Learning: Students understand "True or Pretend" and the role of trusted adults.

Lesson Sequence:
1. Activation (Minds-On) - (10 minutes)
· Emotion Check-in: "How are you feeling today? (Show emotion cards, have students point). Sometimes online, we see things that make us feel very happy, or very sad, or even a little scared. Today, we're going to learn how to be smart detectives and look for clues when information online tries to make us feel very, very strongly."
· "The video says 'Students also had a hard time distinguishing between real and fake photographs.' It can be really tricky! But we'll learn some clues."
2. Action (Working On It) - (25 minutes)
· Clue #1: Where does it come from? (Simplified Credibility/Context)
· "Sometimes, information comes from a trusted place, like our school website, or a newspaper for grown-ups. But other times, it comes from a place we've never heard of, or it looks like an ad. This can be a clue that it's tricky!"
· Show simple online headlines/pictures. "If this picture of a 'flying dog' comes from a website called 'Silly News Fun,' what's our clue?" (It sounds like pretend news). "But if it comes from a science website, we might trust it more, but still check with an adult."
· Connect to transcript: "Number two, credibility. Check the credibility of the source." (Simplified).
· Clue #2: Does it try to make me feel very strongly? (Simplified Construction)
· "If information online makes you feel super scared, or super excited, or very angry, that can be a clue that it might be tricky! Tricky information often uses big, strong feelings to make us believe it without thinking."
· Show emotion face cards. "If I see a headline that says 'Giant spiders are taking over our town!', how does that make me feel?" (Scared). "That's a clue to be extra careful and ask an adult if it's true!"
· Connect to transcript: "Analyze the construction of the article. Are there any loaded words... speculation?" (Simplified: loaded words = words that make you feel very strongly).
· Activity: Online Clue Detective: In small groups, students look at simple online headlines/pictures. For each, they identify:
· "What's a clue that this might be tricky?" (e.g., from a silly website, uses very scary words).
· "How does it make me feel?"
· "What's the healthy choice?" (Ask a trusted adult). (Connect to HPE D2.4 - making healthy information choices).
3. Consolidation (Minds-On/Summary) - (10-15 minutes)
· "My Clue Detector" Worksheet:
· Distribute the worksheet. Students draw or write one clue they learned today that helps them spot tricky online information (e.g., "Ask where it came from," "Watch out for very strong feelings").
· Class Discussion: "What's one thing you'll remember when you're online to help you be a good clue detective?"
· Wrap-up: "You are all amazing online clue detectives! Remember, if information online comes from a strange place, or tries to make you feel very, very strongly, it's a clue to be careful. Your healthy choice is always to ask a trusted adult, and they will help you figure out if it's true or tricky. This helps keep your brain safe!" (Connect to HPE D2.1 - recognizing tricky situations).
Assessment:
· Formative:
· Observation: Monitor discussions during scenario activity for identifying clues and understanding emotional manipulation.
· "My Clue Detector" Worksheet: Review for evidence of learning new clues.
Differentiation:
· Support for Diverse Learners:
· Use very clear and distinct examples for clues.
· Provide pre-written clue words or pictures.
· Focus on one type of clue per activity.
· Extension for Advanced Learners:
· Discuss the difference between an advertisement and a news story.
· Brainstorm why people might create tricky information online.
Cross-Curricular Connections:
· Language Arts: Analyzing short texts, expressing feelings.
· Media Literacy: Identifying simple forms of persuasion
