Lesson Plan: What is a Digital Footprint?
Grade Level: 3-6
Ontario Curriculum Outcomes Correlation:
· Language Arts (Grades 3-6):
· Reading and Literature Studies: Students will read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, informational, and graphic texts. (Students will analyze the video's content to define and understand the concept of a digital footprint).
· Oral Communication: Students will communicate ideas and information orally in a clear, coherent manner for a variety of purposes. (Students will participate in discussions about online behavior and safety).
· Media Literacy (Integrated within Language Arts): Students will understand that media messages are constructed, for what purposes, and how they can influence audiences. They will develop skills to use media safely and responsibly. (Students will learn about their online presence and its permanent implications).
· Social Studies (Grades 3-6, Citizenship Education):
· People and Environments: Students will understand how individuals and groups interact with their environment. (Applies to digital environments and responsible citizenship online).
· Health and Physical Education (HPE) (Grades 3-6):
· Healthy Living: Students will demonstrate the ability to make informed choices that contribute to their well-being and to develop a sense of personal responsibility for their health. (Making responsible choices about online sharing and privacy for their own digital well-being).
Objectives:
· Students will be able to define "digital footprint" in their own words.
· Students will explain why a digital footprint is considered permanent.
· Students will identify at least two strategies for protecting their digital footprint.
Materials:
· Transcript of the video "What is a Digital Footprint? Grade 3-6"
· Whiteboard or projector
· Markers
· Paper and pencils for individual work and quiz


Instructional Activities:
1. Introduction & Hook (10 minutes):
· Begin by asking students: "When you walk on sand or in mud, what do you leave behind?" (Footprints).
· Then ask: "What do you think an 'online footprint' or 'digital footprint' might be?" Encourage initial ideas.
· Introduce the video, explaining that it will teach them about their digital footprint and why it's important.
2. Video Viewing & Key Terms (15 minutes):
· Play the educational video corresponding to the transcript.
· Instruct students to listen for the definition of a digital footprint and how it's made.
· After the video, write "Digital Footprint" on the board and ask students to share words or phrases they heard that define it.
3. Defining and Discussing Permanence (15 minutes):
· Work together to create a class definition of a digital footprint, emphasizing it's "all the things visible online from you, a trail of information you leave behind."
· Discuss the concept of "permanently stored and can't be removed." Use an analogy like a tattoo or drawing with permanent marker to illustrate that once something is online, it's very difficult or impossible to erase completely.
4. Protection Strategies & Brainstorm (15 minutes):
· Ask students: "Why is it important to 'keep your digital footprint clean and protected'?"
· Lead a brainstorm session on the whiteboard for ways to protect their digital footprint, drawing ideas from the video:
· Not posting inappropriate content (photos, links, comments).
· Setting social media accounts to private.
· Avoiding revealing personal information (phone numbers, addresses).
· Only friends and family should view private accounts.
· Cultural Reference: Discuss how Canadian online safety campaigns (like those from MediaSmarts or the RCMP) often emphasize these same points for children and youth, teaching them to be good digital citizens in Canada's diverse online landscape.
5. "Think Before You Click/Post" Pledge (10 minutes):
· Guide students to create a simple personal pledge or a class rule about "thinking before you click or post."
· Example pledge: "I promise to think about my digital footprint before I post anything online, and I will keep my private information safe."
6. Conclusion (5 minutes):
· Recap the main ideas: A digital footprint is your online trail, it's permanent, and it's important to keep it safe by being careful about what you share and who sees it.
· Emphasize that they have control over their digital footprint right now
