Lesson Plan: AI Safety Superheroes!
Suggested Grade Level: Grades 2-4
Subject Areas: Health and Physical Education, Language Arts, Science and Technology
Learning Objectives: Students will be able to:
1. Define Artificial Intelligence (AI) in a simple, child-friendly way.
2. Identify at least three key rules for safe and responsible interaction with AI and online tools.
3. Explain why adult supervision and critical thinking are important when using AI.
4. Demonstrate an understanding of not sharing personal information online.
5. Understand that kindness is important in all online interactions.
Materials:
· Transcript of "AI Safety for Kids" (or the actual video, if available)
· Whiteboard or chart paper
· Markers
· "AI Safety Rules" worksheet or blank paper for drawing
· Crayons/coloured pencils
· Optional: "AI Safety Scenarios" cards (simple real-world examples for discussion)
Lesson Procedure:
Part 1: Introduction – What is AI? (15 minutes)
1. Hook (5 min): Ask students, "Who has ever talked to a smart speaker like Alexa or Google Home? Or played a video game where the other players are actually the computer? Or seen a robot vacuum cleaner?" Explain that these 'smart' things use something called Artificial Intelligence, or AI.
2. Introduce the Transcript (10 min): Explain that today we're going to learn about how to use AI safely. Read aloud the transcript "AI Safety for Kids," encouraging students to listen for special rules. After reading, briefly ask: "What was one thing you heard about AI that surprised you?"
Part 2: Discovering the AI Safety Rules (25 minutes)
1. Rule Identification & Discussion (15 min):
· Go back through the transcript, or project the main points. As a class, identify each of the six rules for AI safety. Write them clearly on the whiteboard/chart paper using simple language.
1. Always have an adult around.
2. Don't share personal information (use a nickname!).
3. Know what AI can and cannot do (it helps, but can't do your homework for you).
4. Be skeptical / double-check (not everything AI says is correct).
5. Click wisely (only on trusted links; tell an adult if something feels wrong).
6. Kindness is your superpower (treat everyone online with respect).
· For each rule, ask students: "Why do you think this rule is important?" Discuss their answers.
2. Cultural Reference (Ontario Context) (10 min):
· Adult Supervision: Discuss how in Ontario, adults like parents, guardians, teachers, and even school librarians help keep us safe online, just like they do at the playground or crossing the street.
· Sharing Information: Emphasize why sharing personal details like their school name or where they live in Ontario could be unsafe, linking it to general safety lessons.
· Reliable Sources: Briefly mention that checking facts with trusted sources is like asking their teacher at an Ontario school if something they read in a book is true.
Part 3: Becoming AI Safety Superheroes! (20 minutes)
1. Activity: My AI Safety Rule Poster/Drawing (15 min):
· Distribute "AI Safety Rules" worksheets or blank paper.
· Ask students to choose one or two of the safety rules that they think are most important, or that they want to remember best.
· Instruct them to draw a picture illustrating that rule and write the rule in their own words or copy it from the board. Encourage them to draw themselves as an "AI Safety Superhero" following the rule.
2. Share and Showcase (5 min): Invite students to share their drawings and explain their chosen rule. Display the "AI Safety Superhero" posters around the classroom.
Part 4: Conclusion (5 minutes)
1. Quick Recap & Pledge: Briefly review the six rules. Ask students to make a silent "AI Safety Superhero" pledge to always follow these rules and ask an adult for help when needed.
2. Empowerment: Remind them that AI is a fun and helpful tool, and by being safe, they can be super users!

Correlation with the Ontario Curriculum Guides (English Lesson Plan):
This lesson plan aligns with several outcomes from the Ontario Curriculum for Grades 2-4:
· Health and Physical Education (HPE) – Healthy Living (Personal Safety and Injury Prevention):
· Grade 2 (B3.1): Describe strategies for keeping themselves safe from injuries and harm (e.g., in their school, at home, in the community, when online). Correlation: Directly addresses online safety rules, including not sharing personal information and seeking adult help.
· Grade 3 (B3.1): Describe different types of safe and unsafe situations, and identify effective strategies for avoiding or responding to them. Correlation: Students learn to recognize potentially unsafe online situations (e.g., strange links, requests for personal info) and strategies for responding.
· Grade 4 (B3.1): Describe various types of risks and unsafe situations and effective strategies for avoiding or responding to them. Correlation: Reinforces strategies for online safety in a more nuanced way, incorporating skepticism and critical thinking.
· Language Arts – Media Literacy:
· Grades 2-4 (2.2 Making Inferences/Interpreting Messages): Interpret media messages, making inferences about the main idea and some of the ways in which the message is conveyed. Correlation: Students interpret the safety messages within the transcript and discuss how they are conveyed.
· Grades 2-4 (2.3 Making Connections): Make connections between media texts and their own knowledge and experiences. Correlation: Students connect AI examples in the transcript to their own experiences with technology.
· Grades 2-4 (3.4 Producing Media Texts): Produce media texts for a variety of purposes and audiences, using appropriate forms, conventions, and techniques. Correlation: Students create their "AI Safety Superhero" posters to communicate a safety rule.
· Science and Technology – Understanding Structures and Mechanisms / Understanding Earth and Space Systems (Overall Expectations):
· Grades 2-4: Develop an understanding of the impact of science and technology on society and the environment. Correlation: Students begin to grasp that AI is a technology with both benefits and potential risks, requiring responsible use.

