Curriculum Correlation – Digital Etiquette for Student Cell Phones
Overview
This document outlines the correlations between the educational video “Digital Etiquette for Student Cell Phones” and the Ontario Curriculum for Health and Physical Education (HPE), Science and Technology, and Language (English). The video focuses on respectful and responsible smartphone use at school and in daily life.
Health and Physical Education (HPE)
Relevant Strands: Strand A – Social-Emotional Learning Skills; Strand D – Healthy Living (Personal Safety and Injury Prevention, Substance Use, Addictions, and Related Behaviours).
	Ontario Outcome / Expectation (Summary)
	Strand / Grade Range
	Correlating Video Segment / Theme

	Demonstrates respectful and responsible behaviour in relationships at school, including using technology in ways that support safety and well-being.
	Strand A & Strand D (Grades 4–8)
	Defines smartphone etiquette as good manners and respect; reminds students that phones must not interfere with “our main job at school every day – to learn.”

	Identifies safety rules and practices to help avoid injuries and dangerous situations, including those related to personal technology use.
	Strand D – Personal Safety (Grades 4–8)
	“Don’t text and walk and be aware of your surroundings”; “Silence your phone in school”; avoiding distraction to protect self and others.

	Applies self-regulation and decision-making skills to manage potentially addictive or unhealthy behaviours (e.g., overreliance on devices).
	Strand D – Healthy Living; Strand A – SEL (Grades 5–8)
	“Using your phone shouldn’t feel like an addiction… If you feel like your phone is becoming a distraction or negatively affecting you, put it away and take a break.”

	Demonstrates an understanding of the impact of personal choices on personal safety and well-being, including digital interactions.
	Strand A & D (Grades 4–8)
	“Don’t make your family and friends secondary to your smartphone”; encourages prioritizing real-life relationships and mental well-being over constant phone use.


Science and Technology
Relevant Strands: Strand A – STEM Skills and Connections; Technology and Society connections related to personal devices, digital communication, and safe use of technology.
	Ontario Outcome / Expectation (Summary)
	Strand / Grade Range
	Correlating Video Segment / Theme

	Describes ways in which technological devices (e.g., smartphones) affect people’s daily lives, both positively and negatively.
	Strand A – STEM Skills & Connections (Grades 4–8)
	Phones help us “express ourselves, learn, communicate, and sometimes even create,” but can also become a distraction and feel like an “addiction” if not managed responsibly.

	Demonstrates an understanding of safe and responsible use of digital tools and networks.
	Strand A – Technology and Society (Grades 4–8)
	“Don’t text and walk… be aware of your surroundings”; “Silence your phone in school”; “Follow your teacher’s individual policy on phone use in the classroom.”

	Identifies and follows safe practices and behaviours when using communication technologies.
	Strand A – Safety Practices (Grades 4–6)
	Encourages students not to post anything they “wouldn’t show [their] grandmother” and to avoid digital drama, reinforcing safe and respectful use of digital communication tools.


Language (English) – Media Literacy and Oral Communication
Relevant Strands: Strand A – Literacy Connections and Applications (A2 Digital Media Literacy); Strand C – Comprehension: Understanding and Responding to Texts; Strand D – Composition: Expressing Ideas and Creating Texts.
	Ontario Outcome / Expectation (Summary)
	Strand / Grade Range
	Correlating Video Segment / Theme

	Interprets and evaluates media texts that address digital citizenship and etiquette.
	Strand A2 – Digital Media Literacy (Grades 4–8)
	Students engage with a media text explaining “smartphone etiquette for students,” evaluating its message about respect, safety, and responsible phone use.

	Identifies and explains explicit and implicit messages in media texts about technology use.
	Strand C – Comprehension (Grades 4–8)
	Explicit messages: put your phone down when someone is talking; don’t let phones distract you. Implicit messages: valuing in-person relationships over devices; respect for others’ time and attention.

	Uses knowledge of digital citizenship to discuss and possibly create guidelines for responsible use of personal devices at school.
	Strand A2 & Strand D – Composition (Grades 5–8)
	The video provides specific behavioural expectations (e.g., following teacher phone policies, avoiding digital drama), which students can use to draft their own classroom or personal smartphone etiquette rules.



