Identifying Fake News - Lesson Plan: Grade 5 - Beyond One Source: Corroboration & Comparison
Grade Level: 5 Subject: Health and Physical Education (HPE) Strand: Healthy Living Topic: Beyond One Source: Corroboration & Comparison Time Allotment: 50-60 minutes
Overall Expectations (Ontario HPE Curriculum, Grade 5):
· Healthy Living: D2. demonstrate an understanding of the factors that contribute to healthy development and explain how to make informed choices that enhance their health and well-being.
Specific Expectations (Ontario HPE Curriculum, Grade 5):
· D2.1 describe how to recognize and address factors that influence mental health and well-being (e.g., screen time, social connections, information overload) and identify strategies to promote positive mental health. (Adapted to information consumption).
· D2.2 describe how to develop and maintain healthy relationships, including how to set boundaries, communicate effectively, and manage conflict (e.g., with friends, family, online). (Relates to discussing different perspectives).
Learning Goals: Students will be able to:
· Define "corroboration" as checking information with multiple trustworthy sources.
· Understand "comparison" as looking at different perspectives on the same topic.
· Explain how these strategies help them make informed, healthy choices about what they believe and promote mental well-being by reducing misinformation.
Success Criteria: I will know I have been successful if I can:
· Describe "corroboration" using a simple analogy (e.g., asking multiple friends).
· Identify how two different (but trustworthy) sources might present the same information with a slightly different focus.
· Articulate that using multiple sources helps reduce stress from misinformation and supports healthy thinking.
Materials:
· Whiteboard or chart paper and markers.
· "Detective Kit" visual (magnifying glass, notepad, multiple sources icon).
· Two or three short, age-appropriate "news" articles or website snippets about the same topic (e.g., a local school event, an animal fact), written from slightly different angles or with different details, but all from generally trustworthy (or mock-trustworthy) sources.
· Worksheet: "My Information Investigator Sheet" (sections for Source 1, Source 2, Similarities, Differences, Conclusion).
Prior Learning: Students understand facts vs. opinions, bias, loaded words, and checking individual source credibility.

Lesson Sequence:
1. Activation (Minds-On) - (10 minutes)
· "What's the Story?" Game: "If you heard a story from one friend, would you always believe every single detail, or would you maybe ask another friend who was there too?" (Elicit: asking multiple people).
· "Today, we're becoming 'Information Investigators'! The video says 'Make sure it's not the only source making this claim' and 'Compare it to other news sources to get a different perspective.' This is called 'corroboration' and 'comparison.' It's a healthy choice for our brains to look at more than one source!"
2. Action (Working On It) - (30 minutes)
· Corroboration: Checking Multiple Sources:
· Explain "corroboration" simply: "It's like asking two or three different, trustworthy friends if they saw the same thing. If they all say yes, you can be pretty sure it's true!"
· Connect to transcript: "Number four, corroboration. Corroborate the information with other credible news sources. Make sure it's not the only source making this claim, and if it is, there's a good chance it's not actually true."
· Discuss why this is important: one source might be wrong, or only tell part of the story.
· Comparison: Getting Different Perspectives:
· Explain "comparison" simply: "Even if different trustworthy friends agree on what happened, they might have different ideas about why it happened, or how important it was. That's a different perspective!"
· Connect to transcript: "Number five, compare. Compare it to other news sources to get a different perspective. Find other credible sources from other areas of the ideological or political spectrum to provide nuance and get a bigger picture of what's actually going on." (Simplified: different ideas, not just one side).
· Activity: Information Investigation (Small Groups):
· Give each group 2-3 short "news" articles/snippets on the same topic (e.g., "The School Fair was a huge success!" vs. "Concerns Raised at the School Fair").
· Students use the "My Information Investigator Sheet" worksheet:
· Read Source 1, then Source 2 (and 3).
· What facts are the same (corroboration)?
· What are the differences in what they say or how they make you feel (comparison/perspective)?
· What's a healthy conclusion about the event, based on all the sources?
· Emphasize that both sources might be truthful, but just focusing on different parts or having different opinions.
3. Consolidation (Minds-On/Summary) - (10-15 minutes)
· Class Debrief & Application:
· Discuss findings from the investigation.
· "Why is it a healthy choice to look at more than one source and compare different perspectives?" (Elicit: to get the whole picture, to not be tricked, to understand others, to reduce stress from believing only one thing). (Connect to HPE D2.1 - mental health and well-being, and D2.2 - understanding others' perspectives).
· "Multiple Sources, Healthy Minds" Pledge: "I pledge to be an Information Investigator, using multiple sources to keep my mind healthy and well-informed!"
· Wrap-up: "You are all amazing Information Investigators! By using corroboration (checking multiple sources) and comparison (looking at different perspectives), you are making incredibly healthy choices about the information you consume. This helps you understand the world better, reduces stress from believing false information, and promotes your overall well-being!"
Assessment:
· Formative:
· Observation: Monitor group discussions for understanding of corroboration and comparison.
· "My Information Investigator Sheet" Worksheet: Review for ability to analyze multiple sources.
Differentiation:
· Support for Diverse Learners:
· Use highly simplified and clearly contrasting sources.
· Provide explicit instructions for finding similarities and differences.
· Focus on just corroboration first, then comparison.
· Extension for Advanced Learners:
· Discuss how social media algorithms might limit comparison by only showing one perspective.
· Research different types of news organizations (e.g., local, national, international) and why comparing them is useful.
Cross-Curricular Connections:
· Language Arts: Reading comprehension, comparative analysis.
· Social Studies: Understanding different points of view, critical thinking about current events
