Digital Footprint – Teacher Guide – Gr 7-10
Grade Level: Suitable for Grades 7-10

Objective of the Guide:
This guide equips teachers with the necessary resources and approaches to educate students about the significance of their digital footprint, the risks associated with oversharing on social media, and the importance of managing their online presence responsibly.
Summary of the Educational Video:
The educational video addresses the concept of a digital footprint and emphasizes the permanence of online posts. It discusses the potential consequences of oversharing personal information on social media platforms and the need for awareness regarding online behavior. Students are encouraged to think critically about how their social media presence affects their reputation and to be thoughtful about their online actions.
Cultural References:
· Influence of Social Media: Cite popular social media platforms prevalent among teens, such as Instagram, Snapchat, and TikTok, that are widely used in North America and globally.
· Youth Culture: Mention how teenagers often seek validation through likes and comments, drawing parallels with current trends in pop culture (e.g., TikTok challenges) that can influence the way they present themselves online.
· Celebrities and Digital Footprint: Reference public figures or influencers who have faced consequences due to their online actions, helping students understand real-world implications.
Teaching Plans:
Introduction (10 minutes):
1. Initial Discussion: Ask students how they perceive their digital footprint. What do they believe it includes? Write their responses on the board.
2. Define Digital Footprint: Explain what a digital footprint is and its significance in today’s digital age, particularly for young people.
Video Viewing (20 minutes):
1. Show the educational video. Instruct students to take notes on key points regarding:
· The idea of permanence in online posts.
· The implications of sharing personal information.
Group Discussion (20 minutes):
1. Discussion Questions:
· What surprised you the most about the video?
· Have you ever reconsidered posting something? Why or why not?
· In what ways can oversharing affect your safety and the way others perceive you?
Practical Activity (30 minutes):
1. Creating Positive Digital Profiles: Have students create profiles that reflect a positive digital identity. They should consider what they want people to think of them based on their online presence.
2. Alternatively, students can work in groups to create a poster that showcases tips for responsible social media usage.
Reflection Activity (10 minutes):
1. Personal Reflection: Ask students to write a short response to the question: "What will you change about your online behavior after watching this video?"
Connections to the Ontario Curriculum Outcomes:
Grade 7:
· Media Literacy: Analyze the influence of media on perceptions of self and others, including discussions about privacy and digital content management.
· Digital Citizenship: Recognize the importance of responsible online behavior, including managing personal information.
Grade 8:
· Media Literacy: Evaluate the effects of digital communications on individuals and society, focusing on privacy management.
· Digital Citizenship: Discuss ethical considerations related to sharing personal information online.
Grade 9:
· Media Literacy: Explore how digital media influences social behavior and perceptions.
· Digital Citizenship: Assess the implications of oversharing and develop strategies for safeguarding personal information online.
Grade 10:
· Media Literacy: Critically analyze the impact of various media forms on public perception and personal identity.
· Digital Citizenship: Formulate effective strategies for maintaining a positive digital footprint and understanding its effects on future opportunities.
Conclusion:
This guide aims to foster a comprehensive understanding of digital footprints and responsible social media practices among students. By integrating cultural references and engaging activities, teachers can help students navigate their online presence thoughtfully and safely.

