Teacher Guide: Identifying Fake News
Grade Level: Grades 4-8

Objective of the Guide:
This guide will assist teachers in facilitating a comprehensive lesson on identifying and responding to fake news using the provided educational video. Students will learn critical thinking skills to evaluate online information and understand the importance of responsible sharing.
Summary of the Educational Video:
The video highlights the prevalence and dangers of "fake news" on the internet and social media. Through a conversation between two characters, it emphasizes that online posts are permanent and can have real-world consequences, even if they seem harmless. The video provides actionable tips for students to identify fake news, such as checking sources, dates, authors, looking for exaggerated claims and grammar errors, and cross-referencing information. It stresses the personal responsibility of individuals to verify information before sharing to prevent the spread of misinformation.
Cultural References (Ontario/Canadian):
· Local Media Literacy: Refer to Canadian organizations dedicated to media literacy, such as MediaSmarts (based in Ottawa), which provides resources for students and educators on digital citizenship and online critical thinking.
· Canadian News Landscape: Discuss the importance of reliable Canadian news sources like CBC, CTV News, Global News, or local community newspapers (e.g., The Toronto Star, The Hamilton Spectator) as examples of credible sources when fact-checking.
· Community Impact: Use hypothetical examples related to Ontario-specific events or landmarks (e.g., a fake news story about a new policy impacting local schools, an exaggerated claim about a popular festival like Nuit Blanche in Toronto, or a rumor about a well-known Ontario sports team) to make the concepts more tangible and relevant to students' lives.
· Digital Citizenship in Ontario Schools: Connect the lesson to school board policies or classroom discussions on digital citizenship that students may already be familiar with within the Ontario education system.
Teaching Plan:
Introduction (10-15 minutes):
1. Hook Question: Ask students: "Have you ever seen something online that looked amazing, funny, or even a little scary, but then you wondered if it was really true?" (e.g., "A post about the CN Tower changing colour every day based on the weather forecasts!"). Discuss their initial reactions.
2. Define Fake News: Introduce the term "fake news" and explain that it refers to news stories that are not real, often created to mislead, entertain, or even cause harm.
3. Brainstorm: Ask students where they typically get their news or information online (social media, gaming sites, YouTube, etc.). Write responses on the board.
Video Viewing (15-20 minutes):
1. Pre-Viewing Task: Ask students to listen for why people share fake news and how to identify it.
2. Watch the Video: Play the "Identifying Fake News" video. Consider pausing at key moments to ask questions (e.g., after the chocolate example: "What if someone actually believed that?")
Discussion & Analysis (20-25 minutes):
1. Post-Video Questions:
· What were some of the reasons people might create or share fake news?
· What does the video mean by "Virtual is real"? (Emphasize that online actions have real-world impact).
· What specific tips did the video give for spotting fake news? (List them on the board: check headlines, read full article, check date/author, look for exaggerated numbers/words, grammar errors, cross-check with other sources).
· Why is it important for us to double-check information, even if a friend shared it?
2. Scenario Discussion: Present a simple, Ontario-themed fake news scenario (e.g., "A post claims that all schools in Toronto will be closed for a month because of a rare bird sighting near High Park. What are the signs it might be fake? What would you do?")
Activity: Fact-Checking Challenge (25-30 minutes):
1. Prepare: Create 3-4 short "news" snippets (typed on cards or projected). Mix real, plausible, and clearly fake stories. Include some with common fake news signs (exaggerated numbers, no source, odd grammar, sensational headlines). You could even create one referencing an Ontario place or event.
· Example Fake Snippet: "Incredible! New study reveals eating poutine every day makes you a math genius, say 'scientists' at 'Maple Leaf University'."
2. Group Work: Divide students into small groups. Give each group the snippets.
3. Task: For each snippet, students must:
· Decide if they think it's real or fake.
· Identify which tips from the video they used to make their decision.
· Explain what they would do (share, ignore, investigate further).
4. Share Out: Have groups share their findings and reasoning with the class.
Reflection & Pledge (10-15 minutes):
1. Personal Impact: Ask students: "How will what you learned today change how you use social media or share information online?"
2. "Share with Care" Pledge: Have students complete a short "Share with Care" pledge card where they write one personal rule they will follow when encountering news online. (e.g., "I pledge to always check for the author's name before sharing a story about an Ontario park.")
Assessment:
· Participation in discussions.
· Quality of responses in the Fact-Checking Challenge.
· Thoughtfulness of the "Share with Care" pledge.

Correlations with the Ontario Curriculum Outcomes:
Grade 4:
· Media Literacy (Language Arts):
· D1.1: Identify some common media forms and explain their purpose. (Students learn about social media posts as a media form and how fake news has a purpose, e.g., to mislead).
· D2.2: Identify various conventions and techniques used in simple media texts and explain how they convey meaning. (Students learn to identify exaggerated headlines, lack of sources as conventions of fake news).
· D3.1: Express ideas and opinions about media texts. (Students discuss their opinions on fake news and its impact).
· Health and Physical Education (C2.3): Describe strategies for making safe decisions in various situations. (Relates to making safe decisions about what to share online).
Grade 5:
· Media Literacy (Language Arts):
· D1.1: Identify the purpose and audience for a variety of media forms. (Students understand that fake news targets audiences with specific purposes).
· D2.3: Interpret media texts, including those with different forms and purposes, and explain how their forms and conventions help communicate meaning and influence their audience. (Students analyze how sensational headlines and lack of evidence influence readers).
· D3.1: Explain their responses to media texts and identify elements of the texts that prompt those responses. (Students articulate their feelings about encountering fake news).
· Health and Physical Education (C2.3): Apply decision-making strategies to assess risks and make choices that enhance their own and others’ safety. (Directly applies to deciding whether to share information online).
Grade 6:
· Media Literacy (Language Arts):
· D1.1: Identify the purpose and audience of a variety of media texts and recognize how the media can influence beliefs and behaviours. (Students explore how fake news aims to influence beliefs).
· D2.3: Evaluate how effectively different media texts achieve their purpose, and identify biases they may contain. (Students learn to spot bias and evaluate the credibility of online information).
· D3.1: Explain their responses to media texts and explain how those texts relate to their own knowledge, values, and experiences. (Students connect their personal online experiences with the concepts of fake news).
· Health and Physical Education (C2.2): Describe how critical thinking, decision making, and refusal skills can help them in situations that could lead to harm. (Applying critical thinking to online content).
Grade 7:
· Media Literacy (Language Arts):
· D1.1: Explain how various media forms and texts are created to suit particular purposes and audiences. (Students analyze the intentional construction of fake news).
· D2.1: Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which the media use various techniques to get their messages across. (Students identify techniques like exaggeration, emotional appeals, and lack of sources).
· D2.2: Interpret a variety of media texts, identifying and explaining the messages they convey. (Students interpret the underlying messages of fake news).
· D3.1: Evaluate the effectiveness of media texts, and assess their credibility. (Central to the lesson – assessing credibility).
· Social Studies (B1.6 - Critical Thinking): Assess the validity and reliability of evidence from a variety of sources. (Directly relevant to fact-checking sources online).
Grade 8:
· Media Literacy (Language Arts):
· D1.1: Identify the purpose and audience of a variety of media texts, and explain how the media convey messages, values, and attitudes. (Students analyze the values and attitudes promoted by fake news).
· D2.1: Demonstrate an understanding of a variety of techniques used in media texts to influence audiences. (Students learn to recognize sophisticated techniques used in fake news).
· D3.1: Evaluate media texts to determine their effectiveness, and identify and explain the overt and implied messages they convey. (Students go deeper into implied messages and overall effectiveness).
· D3.2: Evaluate the credibility of media texts, including the sources of the information and the way in which the information is presented. (Reinforces the importance of source evaluation and presentation style).
· Social Studies (A1.6 - Critical Thinking): Evaluate the credibility of various sources and types of evidence. (Further develops critical evaluation skills for online information)
