Lesson Plan: What is A.I.?
Grade Level: 3-6
Ontario Curriculum Outcomes Correlation:
· Language Arts (Grades 3-6):
· Reading and Literature Studies: Students will read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, informational, and graphic texts. (Students will comprehend the video's explanation of AI concepts and examples).
· Oral Communication: Students will listen in order to understand and respond appropriately in a variety of situations for a variety of purposes. (Students will engage in discussions about AI applications and share their understandings).
· Media Literacy (Integrated within Language Arts): Students will understand that media messages are constructed, for what purposes, and how they can influence audiences. (Students will learn about the technology behind common media they consume, like YouTube recommendations).
· Science and Technology (Grades 3-6):
· Understanding Structures and Mechanisms: Students will understand that objects have properties and characteristics that determine their use. (Students will explore how AI-powered machines function and serve specific purposes).
· Understanding Matter and Energy: Students will understand that humans create technologies to extend their capabilities. (Students will see AI as a tool that enhances human abilities).
· Social Studies (Grades 3-6, People and Environments):
· Global Community: Students will understand the interconnectedness of communities and the impact of global innovations. (Students will learn about a global technological phenomenon, AI, and its presence in daily life).
Objectives:
· Students will be able to define Artificial Intelligence (AI) in simple terms.
· Students will identify at least three examples of AI in their daily lives.
· Students will differentiate between what AI can and cannot do (e.g., no emotions).
· Students will understand the basic meaning of terms like algorithm and robot.
Materials:
· Transcript of the video "What is A.I. - Elementary"
· Whiteboard or projector
· Markers
· Paper and pencils for individual work and quiz
· Optional: Examples of AI in action (e.g., a smart speaker playing music, a video showing a robot vacuum)
Instructional Activities:
1. Introduction & Hook (10 minutes):
· Start by asking students: "What kind of technology do you use every day? (e.g., phones, tablets, video games)."
· Ask: "Have you ever wondered how some of these things seem so smart? Like how YouTube knows what videos you like, or how your smart speaker answers your questions?"
· Introduce the term "Artificial Intelligence" (AI) and explain that the video will help them understand this "smartness" behind machines.
2. Video Viewing & Examples Hunt (15 minutes):
· Play the educational video corresponding to the transcript.
· Instruct students to listen carefully and make a list of all the places/things where the video says AI is already hiding.
· After the video, have students share their lists, writing them on the board (e.g., voice assistants, smart vacuums, video games, YouTube recommendations).
3. Understanding AI: What it is & What it isn't (20 minutes):
· Discuss the video's simple definition of AI: "machines learn how to think, solve problems, and help people."
· Emphasize the limitations presented: "AI can't think like humans yet," "can't feel emotions," "can't laugh, cry, or play tag." Discuss why it's important to know this (reassurance that AI isn't "taking over the world").
· Cultural Reference: Discuss how AI is often portrayed in popular children's movies or TV shows (e.g., robots that feel emotions, super-intelligent computers). Compare these fictional representations to the real AI examples discussed in the video, highlighting the difference between reality and science fiction. This helps ground their understanding in the Canadian media landscape they might experience.
4. Key AI Words & "Tech Genius" Talk (15 minutes):
· Introduce the four "awesome AI words" from the video: algorithm, machine learning, robot, code.
· Explain each concept simply, using the video's analogies (algorithm = recipe for computers; machine learning = computers learning from pictures/words like kids learn from teachers; robot = machine that moves/does jobs; code = tiny instructions).
· Have students practice using these words in a sentence or explaining them to a partner.
5. Brainstorm: AI in Our Future (10 minutes):
· Ask students: "The video says one day you can build robots, write code, and teach machines. What kind of helpful things could AI do in the future? How could it help people in our community or in Canada?"
· Encourage creative and practical ideas (e.g., helping with difficult jobs, making things faster, assisting people with disabilities, environmental monitoring).
6. Conclusion & Empowerment (5 minutes):
· Recap: AI is a helpful tool, present all around us, and made by smart people.
· Reinforce the empowering message: "One day YOU can build robots, write code, and teach machines how to help people."

