Understanding Digital Footprint – Lesson Plan
Grade Level: Suitable for Grades 7-10
Duration: 1-2 class periods (approximately 60-90 minutes)

Objectives:
· Students will understand the concept of a digital footprint and its permanence.
· Students will identify the risks of oversharing on social media.
· Students will analyze their online behavior and develop strategies for responsible digital citizenship.
Materials Needed:
· Educational video on Digital Footprint (transcript provided).
· Whiteboard and markers.
· Projector and screen (for video presentation).
· Worksheets for notes and reflection activities.
Introduction (10 minutes):
1. Hook: Start with a brief discussion: Ask students if they believe everything they post online is permanent. Record responses on the whiteboard.
2. Introduction to Digital Footprint: Define "digital footprint" and explain why it is important today, especially for teenagers.
Video Viewing (20 minutes):
1. Show the educational video about digital footprints. Ask students to take notes on key points related to:
· The permanence of online posts.
· The implications of oversharing.
· Personal responsibility in managing their digital presence.
Discussion (15 minutes):
1. Facilitate a class discussion based on the following questions:
· What surprised you about the video?
· How do you feel about the idea of your digital footprint?
· Have you ever thought about what you post online?
· What are some examples of oversharing?
Group Activity (15 minutes):
1. Small Group Discussion: Divide students into small groups and assign each group one of the following topics to discuss:
· Risks of oversharing on social media.
· Strategies for managing digital footprints.
· Creating a positive digital identity.
2. Each group will share their findings with the class.
Reflection Activity (10 minutes):
1. Individual Reflection: Ask students to write a short paragraph addressing these prompts:
· What will you change about how you interact online after watching the video?
· How can you ensure that your digital footprint reflects the person you want to be?
Closing (10 minutes):
1. Recap the main points discussed throughout the lesson.
2. Encourage students to be mindful of their digital actions and how they construct their online identities.
Assessment:
· Participation in discussions.
· Completion of reflection activity.
· Group reports on assigned topics.

Correlations with the Ontario Curriculum Outcomes:
Grade 7:
· Media Literacy: Analyze the influence of media on impressions and understand the effects of digital content on their identities.
· Digital Citizenship: Recognize the importance of managing online profiles and the implications of sharing personal information.
Grade 8:
· Media Literacy: Evaluate the impact of digital communications on self and others, including privacy concerns.
· Digital Citizenship: Discuss ethical issues related to online interactions, such as respect and responsibility.
Grade 9:
· Media Literacy: Explore digital media's role in influencing perceptions and behaviors in society.
· Digital Citizenship: Examine the significance of controlling personal digital information and the consequences of oversharing.
Grade 10:
· Media Literacy: Assess how different media forms affect public perception and personal conduct.
· Digital Citizenship: Develop strategies for maintaining a positive digital footprint and understanding its long-term impacts on future opportunities.
This lesson plan encourages students to think critically about their online presence and provides the tools needed to navigate the digital world responsibly

