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OPENING
CHRIS HANSEN (voiceover):

In Tallahassee, Florida, a young college graduate is pulled into a dangerous world—working as a
confidential informant for police. Within hours, she would be dead.

Tonight—how a routine drug case turned into a fatal mistake.

SEGMENT 1 — INTRODUCING RACHEL
Rachel Morningstar Hoffman appears in photos.
HANSEN (VO):

Rachel Hoffman was 23 years old. A recent graduate of Florida State University. Friends say she was
smart, independent—and trying to move forward with her life.

FRIEND (interview):

“She wasn't a criminal. She made a mistake... but she didn’t deserve this.”
HANSEN (on camera):

After a minor drug arrest, Rachel was given a choice—face charges, or help police.

SEGMENT 2 — THE INFORMANT DEAL
HANSEN (VO):

Police asked Rachel to become a confidential informant—set up a drug buy, wear a wire, and help make a
case.

FORMER INVESTIGATOR / EXPERT:

“These are risky operations. Typically you'd use trained informants—people who understand the danger.”
HANSEN (VO):

But Rachel had no experience. And the stakes were high.

SEGMENT 3 — THE PLAN
HANSEN (VO):

On May 7, 2008, Rachel was instructed to buy drugs—including cocaine, ecstasy, and a gun—from two
suspects.

HANSEN (on camera):

Police equipped her with cash, a recording device—and sent her out alone.
EXPERT:

“No visual surveillance, no immediate backup... those are major red flags.”

SEGMENT 4 — THE STING UNRAVELS

HANSEN (VO):

The meeting took place at a park. But almost immediately, something went wrong.
HANSEN (VO):

Rachel's wire stopped transmitting clearly. Officers lost track of what was happening.
INVESTIGATOR (interview):

“They didn't know where she was. They didn't know if she was safe.”

HANSEN (VO):

Hours passed.
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SEGMENT 5 — DISCOVERY

HANSEN (VO):

The next day, Rachel Hoffman was found dead—shot execution-style.
HANSEN (on camera):

Police would later arrest two suspects in her murder.

SEGMENT 6 — FAMILY REACTION

Rachel's parents, Irv Hoffman and Margie Weiss, appear.

MARGIE WEISS:

“They sent her to do something dangerous... and they didn’t protect her.”
IRV HOFFMAN:

“She trusted them. And they failed her.”

SEGMENT 7 — POLICE RESPONSE

HANSEN (VO):

The Tallahassee Police Department defended its actions.

HANSEN (VO):

Officials said Rachel volunteered—and that procedures were followed.
HANSEN (on camera):

But critics argue the operation broke basic safety rules.

SEGMENT 8 — WHAT WENT WRONG

EXPERT:

“You don't send a first-time informant into a high-level drug deal involving weapons.”
HANSEN (VO):

Questions mounted:

Why wasn't Rachel closely monitored?

Why were the suspects not better vetted?

Why was she sent alone?

SEGMENT 9 — LEGAL AND POLICY IMPACT

HANSEN (VO):

Rachel’s death sparked outrage—and calls for reform.

Her case led to new legislation—later known as Rachel's Law—to regulate how informants are used.

SEGMENT 10 — ACCOUNTABILITY

HANSEN (on camera):

Rachel's family pursued legal action, saying her death was preventable.

The case raised a troubling question:

Are confidential informants being put in danger without adequate safeguards?

CLOSING

HANSEN (on camera):

For Rachel Hoffman, what began as a chance to avoid prosecution ended in tragedy.
A young life lost—and a system now under scrutiny.
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