Safe Work Practice

Use of a Snow Blower
General- To define the safe operating procedures in a manner that informs and instructs the employees of the key health and safety hazards and controls to remember when using a snow blower.
Hazards- Severe bodily impact
                Property damage
                Eye Injury
                Hearing Injury
                Slips. Trips and Falls 
                Cuts/Abrasions
PPE -Steel toed footwear
         Eye protection
         Ear protection
         Safety vest [site specific]
         Gloves
         Winter Clothing [but not loose so that it would snag on blower] 

Note:
Use two people to lift
Complete hazard assessment for the site

Recoil Starter
1. With engine running, pull starter rope with a rapid, continuous full arm stroke three or four times. Pulling the starter rope will produce a loud clattering sound, which is not harmful to engine.
2. Move throttle control to STOP position.
3. Remove the ignition key (Do not turn key) to prevent unauthorized use of equipment.
NOTE: Keep the key in a safe place. The engine cannot start without the ignition key.
4. Wipe all snow and moisture from the area around the engine as well as the area in and around the drive control and auger control. Also, engage and release both controls several times.

To Engage Drive
1. With the engine running near top speed, move shift lever to one of six FORWARD positions or two REVERSE positions. Select a speed appropriate for the snow conditions that exist.
2. Squeeze drive control against the right handle and the snow thrower will move. Release it and the drive motion will stop.
3. To turn the unit left or right, squeeze the respective wheel steering control. 

To Engage Augers
1. To engage augers and start snow throwing, squeeze the left hand auger control against the left handle. Release to stop augers.
2. While the auger control is engaged, squeeze the drive control to move, release to stop. Do not shift speeds while the drive is engaged.
NOTE: This same lever also locks auger control so you can turn the chute control without interrupting the snow throwing process.
3. Release the auger control; the interlock mechanism should keep the auger control engaged until the drive control is released.
4. Release the drive control to stop both the augers and the wheel drive. To stop the auger, both levers must be released.

Auger Control Test
Perform the following test before operating your snow thrower for the first time and at the start of each winter

Shift Cable
If the full range of speeds (forward and reverse) cannot be achieved, refer to the figure to the left and adjust the shift cable as follows:
1. Place the shift lever in the fastest forward speed position.
2. Loosen the hex nut on the shift cable index bracket
3. Pivot the bracket downward to take up slack in the cable.
4. Retighten the hex nut.
5. Check for correct adjustment before operating the snow thrower.

Chute Control
Once a season or every 25 hours of operation, whichever is earlier, check whether the four-way chute control cables have slackened. If the chute does not rotate fully or its pitch cannot be moved up or down, the chute control cables will have to be adjusted. To adjust these cables, proceed as follows:
1. To tighten cable, loosen the top nut and tighten the bottom nut on the cable.
2. Adjust equally on both sides by working on both cables. 

Drive Control & Shift Lever
When the drive control is released and in the disengaged "up" position, the cable should have very little slack. It should NOT be tight.
Check the adjustment of the drive control as follows:
1. With the drive control released, push the snow thrower gently forward. The unit should roll freely.
2. Engage the drive control and gently attempt to push the snow thrower forward. The wheels should not turn. The unit should not roll freely.
3. With the drive control released, move the shift lever back and forth between the R2 position and the F6 position several times. There should be no resistance in the shift lever.
4. If any of the above tests failed, the drive cable is in need of adjustment. Proceed as follows:
5. Loosen the lower hex nut on the drive cable bracket..
6. Position the bracket upward to provide more slack (or downward to increase cable tension).
7. Retighten the lower hex nut. 






