Safe Work Practice                                                                                                                                                  
Gas Powered Line Trimmer [Whipper Snipper]
General – A whipper snipper is a high-powered fuel operated piece of machinery commonly used in landscaping. An employee shall not use a whipper snipper without being properly instructed on the operation and safety procedures. A whipper snipper will cause serious personal injury and / or property damage if not used correctly.
Hazards – Noise [hearing damage]
                  Ejected material [eye damage]
                  Line 
                  Muffler [burns]
                  Property/vehicle damage
                  Injury to public/coworker
PPE – Steel Toed Footwear
           Ear Protection
           Eye Protection
           Protective clothing [pants]
 Note: Anti vibration gloves may be worn by employees. 
- Adjust the handle/s to a position for comfort and balance.
- Machine uses only mixed fuel.
- Do not fuel machine on pavement or grass.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK17][bookmark: OLE_LINK16][bookmark: OLE_LINK15][bookmark: OLE_LINK14][bookmark: OLE_LINK25][bookmark: OLE_LINK24]- Ensure all guards are fitted, secure and functional. Do not operate if guards are missing or faulty.
- When starting, ensure the machine is in a clear area so the line cannot contact the ground or any other obstruction. 
- Switch on choke. Turn on/off switch to on. Pull cord a couple of times until engine starts. Flip switch from choke position to run position.
- Load the nylon line cutting head only with nylon trimmer line of the proper diameter.
- String length to be no more than 6”
- Make sure the muffler side of the engine is away from your body to avoid burns.
- Maintain a proper balance and secure footing. Do not work on slippery, uneven or unstable surfaces.
- Maintain a straight wrist position. Avoid using your wrist in a bent, extended or twisted position.
- Always keep both hands on the control handles. Do not operate one-handed.
- Keep machine clear of fences, wires, posts, trees, shrubs, foundations to prevent damage.
- Never whipper snip loose gravel areas
- Watch for ejected material. Stop trimming to ensure no person or animal is endangered when operating equipment.
- Stop trimming if vehicles enter work area.
- Take care when refuelling to avoid spilling fuel on hot motor or exhaust.
- Shut down immediately if the unit starts to shake or vibrate
- Do not operate if the line cutter is missing.
- Do not raise the head above knee height.





