Safe Work Practices

                    Loading Brush, Limbs, Wood On a 1 Tonne or Smaller Truck

General- Loading brushes, limbs, wood on a truck is a routine task in landscaping. However, injury could result if proper lifting procedures, equipment, and attention are not applied. Damage to the vehicle may also occur.

Hazards- Eye injury

                 Musculoskeletal injuries

                 Severe bodily impact

PPE- Steel toed footwear

          Gloves

          Eye protection

1. Back vehicle in [using spotter]as close as possible to the debris pile. Park. Turn off ignition.

2. Do hazard assessment. Including any trip/fall obstructions. 

3. Remove all tools, equipment including tie downs from the vehicle.

4. Always load a vehicle from the back. Never load the vehicle from the side.

5. Begin loading the vehicle by placing not throwing lighter brush, wood, limbs on first,

6. Pay attention when loading for any branches that may be sticking off any limbs and for co-workers.

7. Any debris that is longer than the truck box or irregular in shape should be cut for safer loading.

8. Heavier debris will go on last to help secure lighter debris. 

9. Load equipment, tools

10. Secure the load with a tarp or netting and tie down using ratchet straps or ropes.

