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Equipment Required
	
Material Required
	Personal Protective Equipment

	Hedge Trimmer
	
	Eye Protection

	Fuel
	
	Ear Protection

	Ladder
	
	Gloves

	
	
	Steel Toe Footwear



General
A gas powered hedge trimmer is a commonly used tool in landscaping. It can cause serious injury if employees are not properly trained in its’ usage.
Hazards
· Exposure to noise
· Entanglement
· Burns
· Cuts
· Slips, trips, falls
· Manual handling injuries
Job Steps
1. Hazard Assessment. Inspect the hedge for any obstacles. Look for wire, pipes, cables etc. Remove or flag obstacles.

2. Visually inspect hedge trimmer before use. Check that the trimmer is in good operating order. Make sure blades are sharp, lubricated and move freely.  Check the motor runs smoothly, the auto-switch mechanism is working correctly and that safety guards are in place.

3. Hold trimmer firmly in both hands.

4. Ensure firm footing

5. Move your body with the trimmer; do not twist from the waist.

6. Do not cut over shoulder height.

7. Do not walk with trimmer whilst cutter is spinning.

8. Turn off trimmer prior to refueling.
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