	 5
	[image: Text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]

	
	Created: 10/03/1997


Push Mowing
	Developed By
	Reviewed By
	Updated

	Gretchen Gerhardt
Darren Haughn
Debbie Dauphinee
	WAGPI JOHS Committee
	05/25/2018



	
Equipment Required
	
Material Required
	Personal Protective Equipment

	Push Mower
	Oil
	Steel toe footwear

	
	Gas
	Eye Protection

	
	
	Ear Protection

	
	
	



Job Steps
1. If 2 people present, lift on opposite sides of the mower base and remove mower from van. Practice safe lifting techniques. Lift with your knees. If only 1 person present place one hand on the front base of the mower and the other hand on the back and remove mower from van . Practice safe lifting techniques.  Lift with your knees.
2. Check the mower for full gas tank. Do not fill gas on the lawn. 
3. Ensure protective flap is in proper place [grass chute]
4. Walk over area to be mowed noting any hazards [ hazard assessment] and correcting if possible
5. Put mower on lawn making sure the chute is not aimed at objects
6. Push primer button 3x
7. Hold down safety bar located at top of handle
8. Pull back on the pull cord.
9. When the mower starts, start mowing forward. Never “shoot” the grass at any object or people
10.  If people approach your area stop mowing until they have left the area.
11. While mowing, be constantly watching for any type of obstacle that may have appeared since starting the lawn. Conditions can change quickly.
12. Slightly over lap when cutting the grass as to not leave strips of uncut grass.
13. If grass chute becomes plugged, turn off mower and remove clogged grass. NEVER put your hands near the chute with mower running
14. When mowing in close proximity with other employees always make eye contact with the other operator first before approaching
15. If the area is relatively steep, mow across the hill and not up and down. If the area is too steep to mow then use a whippersnipper. 
*To test if an area is too steep -turn off mower and place it sideways on the bank. Let go of handle but keep hands nearby. If the mower tips then it is too steep to use push mower

16. When finished mowing, release hands from safety bar. Take mower to van
17.  2 people to lift mower into van using safe lifting practices. Use knees to lift and watch out for hot exhaust/engine
18. If lifting mower alone follow same procedure as getting the mower out of van and watching out for hot exhaust/engine
19.  Blow off any grass in the walkways, driveways or any other objects

Please note – Any work to be completed at schools will be done after school hours
Please note- A hard hat shall be worn if mowing in close proximity of buildings or any area where debris could be thrown and ricocheted.
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