Safe Work Practice                                                                                                                                          Updated Nov.16/18
Pneumatic Nailers
General – A pneumatic nailer is a powerful tool that will inflict serious or fatal injuries if not used properly. Care and caution must be exercised at all times.
Hazards – Severe bodily impact
                   Musculoskeletal injuries
PPE- Steel toed footwear
         Hard Hat
         Ear protection
         Eye Protection [high impact rated]
Do not attempt to use a nail gun without proper training
Know the Triggers
Full Sequential trigger -This is the safest type of nail gun trigger. This trigger will only fire a nail when the controls are activated in a certain order. First, the safety contact tip must be pushed into the work piece, then the user squeezes the trigger to discharge a nail. Both the safety contact tip and the trigger must be released and activated again to fire a second nail. Nails cannot be bump fired. Also known as singles hot trigger, restrictive trigger, or trigger fire mode. Single nail: Push safety contact, then squeeze trigger Multiple nails: Release both safety contact and trigger and repeat process
Contact trigger - Fires a nail when the safety contact and trigger are activated in any order. You can push the safety contact tip first and then squeeze the trigger, or you can squeeze the trigger first and then push the safety contact tip. If the trigger is kept squeezed, a nail will be driven each time the safety contact is pushed in. All nails can be bump fired. Also known as bump trigger, multi-shot trigger, successive trigger, dual-action, touch trip, contact trip, and bottom fire. Single nail:  Push safety contact, then squeeze trigger, or squeeze trigger, then push safety contact Multiple nails:  Squeeze and hold trigger, then push safety contact to fire one nail, move and push safety contact again to fire additional nails
Single Sequential trigger - Like the full sequential trigger, this trigger will only fire a nail when the controls are activated in a certain order. First, the safety contact tip must be pushed into the work piece. Then, the user squeezes the trigger to discharge a nail. To fire a second nail, only the trigger must be released. The safety contact tip can stay pressed into the work piece. Nails cannot be bump fired. Single nail: Push safety contact, then squeeze trigger Multiple nails:  Release trigger, move tool, and squeeze trigger to fire additional nail 
Single Actuation trigger-Like the contact trigger, this trigger will fire a single nail when the safety contact and trigger are activated in any order. A second nail can be fired by releasing the trigger, moving the tool and squeezing the trigger again without releasing the safety contact tip. Note that some manufacturers refer to these triggers as “single sequential triggers”, but they are different. The first nail can be bump fired with a single actuation trigger but not with a true single sequential trigger. Single nail:  Push safety contact, squeeze trigger, or squeeze trigger, then push safety contact to fire Multiple nails:  Release trigger, move tool, and squeeze trigger to fire additional nail.
Do’s	 
-Make sure that manufacturers’ tool labels and instructions are understood and followed. Check tools and power sources before operating to make sure that they are in proper working order. Take broken or malfunctioning nail guns out of service immediately. 	
-Set up operations so that workers are not in the line of fire from nail guns being operated by co-workers. 
-Check lumber surfaces before nailing. Look for knots, nails, straps, hangers, etc. that could cause recoil or ricochet. 
-Use a hammer or positive placement nailer when nailing metal joinery or irregular lumber. For placement work, keep hands at least 12 inches away from the nailing point at all times. Consider using clamps to brace instead of your hands. 
-Always shoot nail guns away from your body and away from co-workers.
-Always disconnect the compressed air when: Leaving a nailer unattended;  Travelling up and down a ladder or stairs; Passing the nail gun to a co-worker; Clearing jammed nails;  Performing any other maintenance on the nail gun.
Don’ts
-Never bypass or disable nail gun safety features. This is strictly prohibited. Tampering includes removing the spring from the safety-contact tip and/or tying down, taping or otherwise securing the trigger so it does not need to be pressed. Tampering increases the chance that the nail gun will fire unintentionally both for the current user and anyone else who may use the nail gun.  There is NO legitimate reason to modify or disable a nail gun safety device.
-Encourage your workers to keep their fingers off the trigger when holding or carrying a nail gun. If this is not natural, workers should use a full sequential nail gun or set down the nailer until they begin to nail again. 
-Never lower the nail gun from above or drag the tool by the hose. If the nail-gun hose gets caught on something, don’t pull on the hose. Go find the problem and release the hose. 
-Never use the nailer with the non-dominant hand.

