 Safe Work Practices

Impact Wrench for Tire Removal

General - To ensure employees understand the risks associated with operating an impact wrench.  
.
Hazards –Eye injury

                  Hearing injury

                  Abrasions, cuts

                  Musculoskeletal [vibration, wrist]

                  Vehicle / Property damage

                  Entanglement

                  Pinch points

                  Electrical shock

                  Flying objects

PPE – Steel toed footwear

           Hearing Protection

           Eye Protection

           Hard hat
1.Read and understand the manual that accompanies your impact wrench. 
2. Don personal protective equipment before beginning the task. Ensure clothing fits appropriately 
3. Inspect work area. Remove tripping hazards, garbage, etc. Lighting must be adequate. 4. Ensure the tool is unplugged, battery removed, or air disconnected. Inspect the following for defects: cord, battery, switch, body, and airline. If defects are identified, tool is to be red tagged and locked out. Notify supervisor for maintenance. Only qualified personnel may perform maintenance. 
5. Ensure sockets being used are designed for impact tools. Standard sockets are not strong enough and may shatter if used in impact tools. For 110V tools: • Be aware of electrical shock hazards created in damp conditions. Move work area away from standing water, or remove the water. For pneumatic tools: 
6. Ensure the hose is connected properly. 
7. The exhaust of the tool is a potential source of flying projectiles. Wear appropriate PPE. 
8. Energize and start the tool. Check for proper operation.
 9. Perform work with firm footing and clear view of the tool and workpieces. 
10. The spinning socket is a potential source of flying projectiles. Wear appropriate PPE. 11. If it is necessary to back up the fastener with a wrench: 
12. Ensure the wrench is the correct size. 
13 Use the box end if possible; it is less likely to slip or bounce off than the open end. 14.Wrench could potentially spin if not gripped firmly; fingers can also be pinched between it and obstructions. Wear gloves and maintain control of the backup wrench. 
15. When finished, disconnect the tool from the power source.
