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Batteries

General – To protect employees from the many hazards associated w/ batteries such as fire, explosion, acid, shock and heavy weight.
Hazards – severe bodily impact

                   musculoskeletal injuries 

                   burns

                   property/vehicle damage

PPE – steel toed footwear

           eye protection

           rubber gloves             
Remember
Battery acid can burn skin and eyes, clothing and concrete. Hydrogen gas is emitted from batteries which is flammable and can ignite easily causing fire and explosion if allowed to accumulate in a small area. Electrical shock and the heavy weight are also hazards.

Procedure

· Batteries contain sulphuric acid-refer to MSDS if needed

· Ensure the charger is off before attaching or removing clamp connections

· Attach clamps to the battery in proper polarity.

· Ensure proper ventilation is in place where batteries are charged.

· Inspect for defective cables, loose connections, corrosion, cracked cases or covers, loose hold downs and deformed or loose terminal posts.

· Replace worn or unserviceable parts.
· Tighten cable clamp nuts with the proper size wrench-

· Utilize a cable puller to remove a cable clamp from the battery terminal.

· Remove corrosion on the terminals and the cable clamps.

· Use a tapered brush to clean battery terminals and the cable clamps.

· Clean dirt from the battery with baking soda solution.

· Utilize a battery carrier to lift the battery.

· Ensure battery cells are not filled above the level indicator.

· Batteries will be returned to place of purchase for disposal [core charge] or disposed of to the scrap metal buyer.

