Safe Work Practice                                                                                    
                                                          Operation of a Tiller 
General-Protecting employees from injuries associated with tillers. Tillers can range in size and be used in various landscaping jobs. Only competent employees may operate a tiller.
Hazards- Muscle strains
                 Foot injuries
                 Flying debris
                 Slips, trips, falls
                 Hair/clothing getting caught in machine
                 Toxic fumes
PPE-Steel Toed Footwear
        Ear Protection
        Eye Protection 

Check the area to be tilled
Clear the area of debris anything that can be picked up by the blades.  Clear the site of rocks and weeds - scrape off weed seedlings with a spade and compost them. 
-Watch for hedges/ trees / shrubs next to or against wire fences.   
-Look for power lines, wires or cables.  The tiller is not insulated against electric shock.  Do not operate the tool in the vicinity of any power wires.

OPERATION 
-Mark off the area to be tilled. 
-Operate and start the tiller outdoors in a well-ventilated area.  The tiller produces toxic exhaust fumes.  Always stand so that the wind directs any exhaust fumes away from the operator.  
-Start the engine in neutral with the blades locked in place above ground level. Drop the tines where you want the first bite taken out of the soil and engage the tiller - plant your feet and hold on tight. 
-Till native soil once over first before adding soil amendments - try to get a depth of 4 to 6 inches by slightly resisting the tiller's forward motion. Walk the tiller slowly, gripping it enough to keep the tines digging. 
-Go straight down the edge you've marked and keep the depth consistent. Shift to neutral and pick up the tines at the end of the first swath, roll the tiller up out of the bed, turn around and repeat. 
-Add soil amendments as required. Till again crossways, then on the diagonal and, finally, in the exact opposite direction from your first pass. You can use the natural furrows the tiller makes to mark your rows. 
-Clean the tiller after use - blast dirt off with your garden hose and use a soft scrub brush or a screwdriver if needed. Store the tiller covered, with fuels drained. 
 

