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Driving

General - Employees who drive are to understand the operation of the motor vehicle, know the traffic laws, company procedures and manufacturers recommended guidelines, for vehicles with automatic or manual transmission.

Hazards – Property damage
                   Vehicle damage
                   Severe bodily injury
                   Fatigue

PPE-Steel toed footwear

-Abide by the Motor Vehicle Act especially the Distracted Driving Law -NO CELL PHONE operation while operating any vehicle. Do not multi task!
-Ensure you have a valid driver’s license and are competent to drive the vehicle.
-Read and follow the manufacturer’s operation manual and warning labels.
-Be familiar with the vehicle and its capabilities.
-Preform a pre-trip.  Ensure the vehicle has a stocked first aid kit and a charged fire extinguisher.
-Make sure [load, tools, on the back of vehicle are secure]
-Always wear a seat belt and obey the rules of the road.  Do not operate vehicle with riders outside the cab of the vehicle.
-Drive defensively. Be prepared for unsafe actions of other motorists.
-Only drive when you are alert and sober.
-Take a break when driving a long distance. Get out of the vehicle, move about and do some light stretching.
-Slow down and pay attention in neighborhoods and near playgrounds.
-During the summer months be aware of road construction.
-Be cautious when approaching intersections.
-Use your signal lights so others know what you are going to do.
-When passing a vehicle, ensure you can do it safely, signal and then pass promptly. Be prepared for splashes and spray on wet roads.
-Make your vehicle more visible by turning on your headlights.
-Plan ahead, choose familiar routes and be realistic about travel times.
-Check local weather and road conditions before you begin driving.
-Allow for extra traveling time if the weather is inclement, STOP if necessary.
-Keep the radio volume low enough so you can hear emergency vehicles.
-Use a hands-free device with your cell phone; keep conversations short.
-Promptly report and document all motor vehicle incidents and accidents(regardless of the severity or amount of damage) to your supervisor. 
-Do not drive if you feel drowsy or unwell.
-Do not use cruise control in poor weather conditions.
-Do not exceed the posted speed limit. On slippery roads, reduce your speed and lengthen the following distance.
-Follow William A. Gerhardt Property Improvement Smoking Policy, when driving company vehicles.
-Do not pick up hitchhikers or transport other persons (e.g. family members, friends, etc) without permission from management and having a liability waiver signed.
-Do not make sudden lane changes.
-Back in whenever possible.
-Refer to William A. Gerhardt Property Improvement Safe Driving Policy and Driving Job Procedure.



