Safe Work Practice
Power Snake Operation
General – A power snake is used to unclog drains. Operation of a power snake should only be done by competent employees who have had experience with them. A power snake can be destructive to property and cause serious injury or death if not used accordingly.
Hazards- Severe bodily impact
                  Musculoskeletal injury
                  Hearing Damage
                   Eye injury
                   Property Damage
PPE- Steel toed footwear
         Eye Protection
         Hearing Protection
         Gloves

*Machine operator must have experience operating a power snake
1.Machines should be checked for damaged power cords, pulled out strain reliefs, damaged switches and missing ground prongs.
2.All machines should have a ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI). The GFCI should be integrated into the power cord so that not only the machine but the cord is protected as well.
3.Machine must be plugged into a properly grounded outlet. If the ground wire is electrified, the operator can be electrocuted by just touching the machine. Be sure to use a UL/CSA-approved tester to make sure the outlet is safe. 
4.Be sure all machines use a pneumatic foot pedal, an air bubble connected to the machine through an air hose, so there’s no electricity running from the pedal to the machine. The wires and switching take place at the motor several feet above the wet floor.
5.If the power cord supplied with the machine is not long enough, be sure to use a three-wire, heavy-duty extension cord that is in good condition. Using lighter cords can result in severe power loss and motor overheating.
6.Wear only leather gloves. Never use any other type of glove, such as cloth or rubber when handling the cable as these can get caught between the coils of the cable and take off a finger.
7.Place drum-type and sectional machines designed for close-up operation within two feet of the drain. If you can’t get the machine this close, run the cable through a pipe to prevent cable whipping.
8.Don’t force the cable through the blockage. Let the cutter do the work. You won’t get the job done any faster and you could damage the cable or injure yourself. Excessive torque on the cable can cause it to whip and kink, and injure the operator in the process
9.Don’t touch the cable while it’s spinning, if using a sectional walk-behind machine. There’s no need to. Use a cable feeding tool if you’re having trouble getting the cable started in the drain. If you try to force the cable in by hand, you could lose a finger.
10.Always wear safety glasses when operating the machine to protect your eyes from debris that may spray from the drain.
11.Drain cleaners are designed for one person operation. The person controlling the foot pedal or ON/OFF switch should also be the same person controlling the cable.
12.Make sure your machine has a belt guard.
13.Read the instructions provided with your machine. Follow the maintenance procedures outlined in it and replace worn or lost safety decals.

