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Winter Driving

General - This is an addition to the Driving Safe Work Practice to protect employees while driving during winter months.  First review Driving Safe Work Practice. Winter weather can present hazards for employees who drive for work, or as part of their work. A good driver anticipates crises and avoids them.

Hazards – Serious bodily harm
                  Musculoskeletal injuries
                  Vehicle / Property Damage

PPE-Steel toed footwear
        Gloves
        Layered clothing

Abide by the Distracted Driving Law – NO CELL PHONE operation while operating any vehicle /equipment.  Do not multi task!

· Review Driving Safe Work Practice
· Review Company Safe Driving Policy
· Review Driving Job Procedure
· Plan route and monitor weather reports before leaving.
· Have a full tank of fuel
· Have a cell phone with you.
· Clear snow / ice from all windows, lights and mirrors.
· Make sure windshield wipers are not frozen to windshield
· Make sure vehicle has winter windshield wash in the reservoir.
· Warm up the vehicle, ensure windows are fully defrosted before driving.
· Accelerate and brake gently to reduce skids or spin outs.
· Ensure winter clothing does not restrict movement, vision or hearing.
· Buckle up before you start driving. Keep your seat belt buckled at all times.
· SLOW DOWN! - posted speed limits are for ideal travel conditions. Driving at reduced speeds is the best precautionary measure against any misfortune while driving on slippery roads. "Black ice" is invisible.
· Be alert. Black ice will make a road look like shiny new asphalt. Pavement should look grey-white in winter. 
· Do not use cruise control on icy roads.
· Reduce your speed while approaching intersections covered with ice or snow.
· Lengthen your following distance behind the vehicle ahead of you. Stopping distance on an icy road is double that of stopping on a dry one. For example, from around 45 metres (140 ft) at the speed of 60 km/h, to 80 metres (over 260 ft) on an icy road surface.
· Avoid driving when fatigued.
· Steer with smooth and precise movements. Changing lanes too quickly and jerky steering while braking or accelerating can cause skidding.
· Be aware and slow down when you see a sign warning that you are approaching a bridge. Steel and concrete bridges are likely to be icy even when there is no ice on the ground surface, (because bridges over open air cool down faster than roads which tend to be insulated somewhat by solid ground.)
If you start to skid
Don’t panic, don’t accelerate, don’t brake.  DO steer in the direction of the slide.


