Safe Work Practice
Rigging / Hoisting

General-To protect employees from the hazards and injuries involved during rigging / hoisting procedures.

Hazards- Severe bodily impact

               Musculoskeletal injuries

               Property Damage

               Vehicle Damage

PPE – Steel toed footwear

           Hard Hat

           Safety Vest

           Gloves

           Eye Protection
1.Gloves, hard hats, steel toed shoes to be worn during the rigging / hoisting procedure. Ear and eye protection to be worn if applicable. 

2. Rigging equipment to be checked by a competent person before being used. Frayed cable and slings, and rusted chains cannot be used as rigging equipment.

3.One employee must be chosen as the signalperson and given a safety vest to make him / her identifiable to the equipment operator. The operator will abide by the directions of only the signalperson. The load hoisting cannot begin until every employee is in the ready position and has so informed the signalperson.

4.The equipment operator cannot begin until the signalperson has given the ready signal.

5. The area where the load is to be placed must be prepared ahead of time. Objects that may be in the path of the vehicle / boom [including wires] or that may be caught under the load when placed need to be removed. 

6. Employees are to be aware of “pinch points” at all times. Pinch points are points where it is possible for a person or a body part to get caught between moving parts of a machine / vehicle, or between the moving or stationary parts of a machine / vehicle or between material and any part of the machine.

7. When it is time for the lifting to begin, the equipment operator will lower the “sling” and employees will help to securely load the object into the “sling”. Be aware of pinch points if, at any time an employee must hold the “sling” while loading the object. 

8. Be aware of the “swing action” of a load once it is in the air. Stay clear.

9. Never stand under the load or the boom.

10. The signalperson will guide the vehicle operator to the load destination.

11. Before the signalperson gives the signal to the vehicle operator to start lowering the load, the employees should make sure their feet and any other body part is not in a “pinch point”. Pay close attention during the setting of the load. 

12. The vehicle operator will set the load down slowly and if any time a concern rises he/ she will stop action immediately and address the issues.

13. A copy of this procedure and hand signals to remain in the “rigging” vehicle at all times. 

