Safe Work Practice
Gas Powered Leaf Blower
General – Blowers present a hazard for employees, other people in the vicinity, vehicles, and buildings.  Debris can be thrown for several meters at a high rate of speed causing mild to serious injuries and/or damage to vehicles or buildings.
Hazards- Ejected materials and flying debris (eye injury)
        Noise [ear damage]
        Burns
        Allergens (dust and pollen)
        Property/vehicle damage
       
PPE – Steel Toed Footwear
           Ear Protection
           Eye Protection
           Safety Vest [site specific]

Operation
-When starting the leaf blower, point tool towards an open area and hold with two hands.
-Do not point blower in the direction of people, animals, buildings, vehicles.  Ensure bystanders are at least 15 meters away.  
-Stop blowing if you are approached by another person.
-Ensure you are standing on a stable surface.  Never operate blower standing on a ladder, rooftop etc.  Use attachments to reach high places.
-Do not blow towards open windows and doors.
-When operating, do not allow grass and debris to build up on your tool, as this can lead to damage and breakdown.
-Never leave blower running unattended.
-Be aware of the potential for ejected material and ensure that no person, animal, buildings or vehicles are endangered when operating the equipment.

Fueling
-Let engine cool for at least 10 minutes before refueling to avoid risk of ignition.  Even if engine is cooled down, always use a proper filling device and exercise caution to prevent spilling onto engine or exhaust
-Always use caution when working with or around gasoline because it is extremely flammable.
-Ensure you use the correct fuel mixture in the gas tank.  Wrong mixture can damage your tool and could potentially cause injury.
-Ensure your leaf blower is stored in a secure environment to avoid gas leaks and spills (fire hazard).
