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General-Use the correct wrench for the job. Discard any damaged wrenches (e.g., open ended wrenches with spread jaws or box wrenched with broken or damaged points). Select the correct jaw size to avoid slippage. 

Hazards-Flying debris
            
              Musculoskeletal injuries
PPE – Steel toed footwear
          Eye Protection 
Position your body in a way that will prevent you from losing balance and hurting yourself if the wrench slips or something (e.g., a bolt) suddenly breaks. 
Use a box or socket wrench with a straight handle, rather than an off-set handle, when possible.
Ensure that the jaw of an open ended wrench is in full contact (fully seated, "flat", not tilted) with the nut or bolt before applying pressure.
When turning with an adjustable wrench, the direction of the turn should be against (towards) the permanent jaw. 
Ensure that the teeth of a pipe wrench are sharp and free of oil and debris and that the pipe or fitting is clean to prevent unexpected slippage and possible injuries.
Apply a small amount of pressure to a ratchet wrench initially to ensure that the ratchet wheel (or gear) is engaged with the pawl (a catch fitting in the gear) for direction you are applying pressure. 
Support the head of the ratchet wrench when socket extensions are used.
Pull on a wrench using a slow, steady pull; do not use fast, jerky movements.
Stand aside when work is done with wrenches overhead. 
Make sure adjustable wrenches do not "slide" open during use. 
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Things to avoid when using wrenches: 

Do not use push on a wrench - losing your balance is more likely if the wrench slips.
Do not use a wrench that has a bent handle or is damaged.
Do not use worn adjustable wrenches. Inspect the knurl, jaw and pin for wear. 
Do not pull on an adjustable wrench that is loosely adjusted. 
Do not use pipe wrenches on nuts or bolts. Do not use pipe wrenches for lifting or bending pipes.
Do not use a wrench on moving machinery. 
Do not use the wrong tools for the job. Never use pliers instead of a wrench or a wrench as a hammer. 
Do not use a make-shift wrench. Do not insert a shim in a wrench for better fit. 
Do not strike a wrench (except a "strike face" wrench) with a hammer, or similar object, to gain more force. 
Do not increase the leverage by adding sleeved additions (e.g., a pipe) to increase tool handle length.
Do not expose a wrench to excessive heat (like from a blow torch) that could affect the temper of the metal and ruin the tool.



