Safe Work Practice
Dethatcher [Power Rake]

General - A dethatcher [power rake] is a medium sized machine with sharp tines used to remove thatch from a lawn. You must be familiar with the operation of a dethatcher before using it for the first time. Practice safe lifting techniques when getting the machine off/on truck or trailer.
Hazards- Musculoskeletal injuries
                 Severe bodily impact
                 Hearing loss
                 Eye injuries
                 Property damage
PPE – Steel toed footwear
           Eye protection
           Ear protection
Lawn Condition
Dethatcher works best when the lawn is lightly moist — not too wet or too dry.  The lawn should be a little lower than normal right before dethatching
Setting the height
Set the power rake dethatcher on a flat, solid surface, such as a driveway or sidewalk.
Kneel and look at the tine position. Ideally, the tines should be just above the ground or barely brushing it when on the driveway or sidewalk. Usually, you want blades to cut no deeper than 1/2 inch into soil, if at all. 
Adjust the height of the tines, moving the adjustment knob or lever a small amount each time as you watch the height of the tines under the machine. Each machine has a different way to adjust the tine height. Some have a lever or knob on top of the machine with several height choices, while others have knobs on the wheels that raise or lower the bottom of the machine. Some have adjustable plates; with these, use a screwdriver to loosen the screws holding the tine plates in place on each side of the machine, then move the plates up or down slightly. Tighten the screws once the tines are barely above the ground.
Height Test Run
Turn on or crank the machine and push it in a straight line across your lawn. Turn off the machine. Rake the line with a garden rake to remove the thatch you loosened and make sure the machine is removing the correct amount of thatch. Turn it off or unplug it and move it back to the sidewalk or driveway to readjust the height if necessary. Move the tines up slightly if they removed too much thatch or cut into the grass or move them down slightly if the tines didn't loosen enough thatch.
Warning: Always make sure the machine is turned off or unplugged before adjusting.
Do’s and Don’ts

· Inspect lawn to be aerated and remove rocks, wire, string and other objects that might present a hazard before starting.
· Identify and mark all ground objects to be avoided, such as sprinkler heads, stakes, water valves, clothesline anchors, etc.
· Keep unsupervised children away from the equipment.
· Adopt safe lifting and moving techniques when loading/unloading and moving the equipment.
· Do not run engine while servicing
       Do not use on any surface other than grass.
       Do not place hands or feet near moving parts.
· Do not run engine in an unventilated space.
· Do not smoke or allow open flames or sparks near unit, and always stop the engine when refueling
· Do not remove guards when operating.
· Do not modify this equipment.
· Do not use this equipment for purposes other than lawn aeration.

When dethatching:
Make at least two passes over the lawn with the dethatcher to get all the thatch. Make the second pass at a 90-degree angle to the first.
Rake up all the debris
 



