Safe Work Practice
Changing Oxygen and Acetylene Tanks
General – Oxygen increases the risk of fire and may accelerate combustion. Contact with combustible material may cause fire. Explosion Hazard: Heating may cause an explosion. Heat may build pressure, rupturing closed containers, spreading fire and increasing risk of burns and injuries. Acetylene poses unique hazards based on its high flammability, instability and unique storage and transportation requirements. Acetylene is highly unstable. High pressure or temperatures can result in decomposition that can result in fire or explosion. Oxygen and acetylene gases mixed at the correct proportions and ignited produce one of the hottest flames known. Be extremely careful when removing from cylinders – do not allow to remain on a bench top for any length of time. Never use oil or grease. Do not attempt to interchanges oxygen and acetylene regulators.
PPE-Steel toed footwear
Eye Protection
         Gloves
Hazards -Explosion
Burns
Muscle strain

Practice
	
1. Close valves on tanks 
2. Press torch handle to disperse oxygen and acetylene 
3. Disconnect hoses 
4. Remove empty cylinders 
5. Replace with full cylinders 
6. Connect holding straps 
7. Reconnect hoses 
8. Open valves slowly 
9. Check for leaks with soap solution 
10. Ensure pressure gauges are set at the proper pressure 
11. Ensure oxygen and acetylene flow freely when turned on 




