CHILD PROTECTION POLICY

In order to support our Safeguarding statement all staff must be made aware and trained to recognise the various types of Child Abuse, know the signs to look out for and the steps we must all take to protect the children in our care.

THE FOUR MAIN TYPES
PHYSICAL ABUSE

· Cuts and Bruises

Most children will collect cuts and bruises as part of ‘normal life’. Most accidental bruises are seen over bony parts of the body such as elbows, knees and shins and are often on the front of the body.

Indicators of physical abuse could include bruises or injuries that are either unexplained or inconsistent with the explanation given. They may be visible on the ‘soft’ parts of the body such as their cheeks, abdomen, back and buttocks.
· Other types of Physical Abuse

Hitting, Shaking, Throwing, Burning and Scalding. Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or carer makes up symptoms or deliberately induces illness in a child.
SEXUAL ABUSE

· Sexual abuse involves someone forcing or enticing a child to take part in sexual activities. This may not involve a high level of violence and the child may not be aware of what is happening.

· Men, women and other children can all commit acts of sexual abuse.

· Abuse may take the form of non-contact activities such as watching sexual activities and encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways. 
EMOTIONAL ABUSE

· Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child. It may involve making the child think they are worthless or unloved, inadequate or not valued.
· It could take the form of preventing the child from interacting socially with other children or adults, or

· Involve rejecting or ignoring a child completely, or

· Using degrading language or behaviour towards them, or

· Threatening or bullying them, or

· Encouraging behaviours that are self-destructive

NEGLECT
· Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs.

· Physical signs may include:

· Constant hunger

· Stealing food from other children

· Constantly dirty or smelly

· Loss of weight or consistently underweight
· Inappropriately dressed for the conditions
· Changes in behaviour including complaining about being tired all the time, or

· Failure to seek medical assistance when required, or

· Having few friends, or Mentioning being left alone or unsupervised

OTHER TYPES OF CHILD ABUSE
· FGM

· Radicalisation

· Sexual Exploitation

· Child Trafficking

· County Lines

· Witchcraft
At All Kids we believe the first step to providing the best possible safety for all concerned is to KNOW OUR CHILDREN. We cannot detect behaviours or comments that could indicate possible abuse if we are unfamiliar with the child and his or her family. We will not judge or dismiss anything a child reports to us and will ensure that we give each child the time and opportunity to speak to us if they indicate they wish to do so. We will remain vigilant and alert to any suggestion that a child’s behaviour is giving any cause for concern. All staff will be made to feel comfortable with anything they raise and will not be dismissed or ridiculed in any way. If we suspect anything that gives cause for concern we will:

· Listen to the child without questioning and record the conversation,

· Use a body map to record any suspicious marks,

· Involve the supervisor of the group or in the event of her absence the safeguarding lead or her deputy.

· If referred to the supervisor she will contact the safeguarding lead or her deputy

· The safeguarding lead or her deputy will decide what action needs to be taken and let the supervisor know her findings

· This action could take the form of a discussion with the parent or carer, a plan to monitor the situation or, in the case of serious concern, contact Children’s Social Care via the IFD (Integrated Front Door)

· If at any time it is thought that the child is in immediate danger we will call 999.

Contact Numbers:

IFD:  01403 229900 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday

Emergency Duty Team: 033 022 26664 (outside of above hours)

Email: WSChildrenservices@westsussex.gov.uk
Jacky Burroughs (Safeguarding Lead)
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