
Courage 

 

Daniel 3:14-18,24-29 



Key Concept 

God is worthy of our trust 

and obedience even if the 

result is death. 



Today’s Lesson 

Daniel’s friends refuse to worship 

Nebuchadnezzar’s statue 

 (Daniel 3) 

Daniel and his friends remain 

faithful to God’s dietary laws 

(Daniel 1) 

Daniel interprets 

Nebuchadnezzar’s second 

dream 

(Daniel 4) 

Daniel’s interprets the writing 

on the wall for Belshazzar 

 (Daniel 5) 

Daniel interprets 

Nebuchadnezzar’s first 

dream 

(Daniel 2) 

Daniel is thrown into 

 the lions den 

(Daniel 6) 



Kings & Prophets 

Daniel Exiled to 
Babylon 605BC 



~ 900 Miles 



Artist depiction of King 

Nebuchadnezzar’s 

statue in  

Daniel 3 



Excavations of Babylon circa 1914 

found evidence of statue pedestals 

consistent with descriptions from the 

Book of Daniel 



Questions for reflection 
Raise your hand if experienced this today 

 

• Concerned you could be arrested or killed if 

someone observed you traveling here today. 

 

• For anyone that attended the new member class, 

worried you would be hanged if the gov’t discovered 

your signature on a profession of faith document. 

 

• Locked your door while reading the Bible and or 

hid your Bible for fear of discovery by gov’t 

 

• Lost a friend or family relationship because you 

follow Jesus 



Example of a mud kiln in former Sumeria 

likely used by King Nebuchadnezzar to 

punish Daniel’s friends  



Ruins located near Dura 

Suddam Hussein’s palace overlooking 

ruins of Nebuchadnezzar’s palace 



Examples of Nebuchadnezzar’s brick 

stamps which were for labeling royal 

decrees or marking infrastructure 

and buildings 



 

•What is a possible subject of inspiration 

for the model of Nebuchadnezzar’s 

statue? 

Check on Learning 
 

•What do you think the average 

temperature of Nebuchadnezzar’s 

furnace would be? 1,650°F 

Possibly the Babylonian god Bel 

•Can you guess the estimated 

temperature a furnace would need to be 

at to kill someone near the entrance? 

Approximately 1,000°F / 537C 



Check on Learning  

•What are the three types of faith described 

in the Bible? 
1) Dead faith – without deeds (James 2:17) 
2) Demonic faith – demons also possess this. 

Knowing the facts but not surrendering to 

Christ. 

 

•The appearance of Jesus in the old 

testament is called what? Christophany 

3) Dynamic faith – saving faith, produces 

good works, obedience, changed life 

 

•Name two types of courage? Which one 

was the lesson about? 

Physical Moral ~ Both 



Check on Learning  

•What Bible reference details Jesus in the  

furnace with Daniel’s friends? 

(Isaiah 43:2-3) “When you pass through the 

waters,  I will be with you; And through the 

rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you 

walk through the fire, you shall not be burned” 

(Ex 3:2) “And the Angel of the LORD appeared 

to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a 

bush”  

(Rev 1:14) “His eyes like a flame of fire; 

(Dan 3:25) Nebuchadnezzar said - “and the 

form of the fourth is like the Son of God. 



Check on Learning  

•What are some key attributes of how Daniel’s 

friends responded to Nebuchadnezzar that we 

should use today? 

1) They showed unwavering faith 

2) They boldly proclaimed God’s control (over 

Nebuchadnezzar’s authority / worldly things) 

3) Trust in God’s will. It is not wrong to say “if its 

God’s will” Because you have your own will that 

may not be aligned with God’s will 

4) Non-negotiable obedience where God is the 

priority 

5) Public witness and testimony to God’s 

sovereignty 


