
Birth to Rebirth 
 

John 3: 5-8, 14-21 



Key Concept 

Salvation requires being 

born again by the Holy 

Spirit and believing in 

Jesus Christ 



Jesus cleanses the 

temple (John 2:13-22) 

John baptizes Jesus  

in the Jordan River  

(Matt 3:13-17) 

Jesus performs His first miracle 

at the wedding in Cana 

(John 2:1-11) 

Nicodemus visits 

Jesus at night  

(John 3:1-21) 

Jesus calls disciples to 

follow Him 

 (John 1:35-51) 

John the Baptist scales back 

his ministry (John 3:22-36) 



Nicodemus was born in 

Judea 





Check on Learning  

•(T/F) The book of Mark briefly mirrors 

the gospel of John on how Nicodemus 

brings spices to prepare Jesus’ body for 

burial.  

•Can you list some interesting facts 

about Nicodemus’ identity? 
1) A Jew with a Greek name 

False – John solely mentions 

Nicodemus  

2) His name likely suggests wealth and a     

family that adopted Greek culture 

3) Likely bilingual - speaking Hebrew / 

Aramaic and Greek 



•What part of Jesus’ remarks made it 

clear you are born of flesh    then spirit? 

Check on Learning 

Water represents born of flesh.  

“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is 

born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 

the kingdom of God.” John 3:5 

1) You cannot be saved just following the law 

•What three very important points did 

Jesus teach Nicodemus about salvation? 

2) No amount of good works will ever suffice 

3) Family heritage, social status or high-

ranking positions will not save you  



Check on Learning 

•Why did Jesus choose Nicodemus to 

teach a lesson about spiritual birth? 

1) He was considered a master teacher 

2) Vast knowledge on theological subjects  

3) High-ranking member of the Sanhedrin 

Jesus ingeniously captivated Nicodemus’ 

curiosity with His miracles. Jesus knew that a 

high priest realizing salvation is only through 

grace; not status would help with our 
understanding and salvation someday. 

 

•What is a good way to characterize Jesus 

selecting Nicodemus for this talk?  


