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EDITORIALS MY VIEW

It’s time to open the movie theaters – carefully and
maybe gradually – but with most other businesses success-
fully finding their way through the cloud of Covid-19, it
seems as though movie houses should also have a chance
to make it work.

Like the rest of New York, movie theaters joined all
other nonessential businesses in closing as the novel
coronavirus pervaded the state in March. It was for good
reason that the closures were mandated. No one anywhere
understood the precise nature of the threat, beyond that it
was contagious and deadly. Large, indoor gatherings were
a known threat, especially as hospitals – and morgues –
were overwhelmed with their consequences.

Like many other places – stores, restaurants, gyms,
schools, even churches – theaters of all kinds were forced
to close. Now, most are open in some restricted capacity.
But movie theaters, perhaps seen as among the least
necessary of the shuttered businesses, have remained off
limits. But as some critics have plausibly asked, why are
movie theaters more dangerous than gyms?

They may not be significant employment bases on their
own, but they surely can be economic drivers. Without
the North Park Theatre attracting moviegoers to Hertel
Avenue, for example, other businesses have closed, includ-
ing a used book store and others. And, as a social matter,
what is more “normal” than going to the movies?

Of course, nothing is normal anymore, but as infection
rates have declined and treatments improved, Americans
have begun reaching for it. It’s time to do that for movies
– cautiously.

Caution has been New York’s watchword as Gov.
AndrewM. Cuomo, wielding the authority vested in him
by the State Legislature, has slowly allowed businesses to

open according to their region’s rate of infection and often
at substantially less than full capacity.

Gyms, for example, were allowed to begin reopening
only last month, but at just one-third capacity. In addition,
those inside have to wear masks at all times and special
air filters are required. Sign-in forms were implemented
to help with contact-tracing and local governments were
required to perform inspections. So far, there have been no
reports of significant problems.

That doesn’t mean there is no danger and, while movie
theaters may pose less inherent risk, they would also need
to be subject to regulations meant to make them safe
enough to allow reopening, region by region, if necessary.
Those restrictions would obviously have to limit capacity
to allow for social distancing and a impose a requirement
to wear masks. Popcorn and soft drinks? Bathrooms?
Sign-in sheets? Good questions.

We know we can’t wait for the virus to vanish before
returning to semblances of normal life. It’s a matter of
reducing the risks. Part of the way to do that is to look at
the experiences of other states – those that have done well
and those that have offered disturbing examples of how
not to reopen their economies.

At least 42 other states have allowed cinemas to reopen.
New York should examine how they are faring, identify
best practices and, if it can be made safe, welcome back
the happy diversion of a night at the movies – welcome
them back, that is, with the clear understanding that they
may again have to close if they are suspected of spreading
Covid-19.

That should be the understanding of those advocating
for the reopening of the state’s movie theaters. With that
approach, there seems to be no good reason to keep them
closed.

And, FYI, a new Bond flick, already delayed because of
the pandemic, is now scheduled to open on Nov. 20. Need
we say more?

Anightat themovies

NewYork should look to reopen state’s
cinemas, with safety driving the decision

As a policeman’s daughter and
surrounded by a family of law en-
forcement, it is difficult to watch
the chaos and division in our so-
ciety. The despair in our nation is
disheartening. As the news con-
tinues to report on the dissension,
I remember two stories from my
childhood that offer hope. One
story begins with my mother’s
funeral.

The funeral home was over-
crowded, as Irish funerals are,
but there was one guest I’ll never
forget. We did not recognize her
when shewalked inwith her fam-
ily. As I introduced myself, the
woman responded that she saw
the last name in the newspaper
and was there to honor a memo-
ry from long ago. Itwas amemory
that included my sister Peggy.

She had not seen Peggy since
grammar school, where they first

met. Unbeknownst to the young
girl at the time, on Peggy’s first
day of fourth grade, our mother
explained that the busing policy
had changed to include students
from different neighborhoods.
She reminded us to be kind to all
people and inclusive of people no
matter what their skin color.

My mother’s words inspired
Peg to introduce herself to the shy
African American girl and their
friendship grew. Soon, Peggy’s
friend was coming to our house
for lunches. Bologna sandwiches
were a staple back then. Themes-
sage of inclusion had been in-
stilled by both of my parents.

Almost 50 years later, this im-
pressive woman paid respects
to our family and told us how
Peggy’s thoughtfulness positive-
ly impacted her experience at a
new school in South Buffalo. She
never forgot Peggy’s simple act of
friendship and kindness.

The other story involvesmy fa-
ther. He was a Buffalo police of-
ficer for almost 40 years and also
held other jobs to support his 10
children. He worked for Brinks
Security and moonlighted as a
security guard at a Burger King.
He was a fair, humble man who
would occasionally tell us stories
about experiences from his work
life.

One of the stories involved a
little African American boy who
had been staring at my father
while the boy was in line at Burg-
er King. As the boy got closer to
my father, he captivated every-
one’s attention in the restaurant
by asking my father if he could
compare noses. Of course, my
kind father complied and bent
down to the little boy’s level. As
my dad leaned over, the boy stood
onhis toes and rubbednoseswith
mydad. Itmust have been a beau-
tiful sight to see a tall white man
in a uniform rub noses with a
child from the neighborhood.

My father wore many uni-
forms as aMarine, a police officer
and as a Brinks guard.He took an
oath to protect people, as did my
husband, my son andmany of my
family members.

In today’s world, where peo-
ple are taking sides against each
other, I am thankful to be able
to reminisce about stories that
weave people together. I was for-
tunate to be taught not to judge
people by the color of their skin,
but their everyday actions. I also
know from firsthand experience
howmany great law enforcement
officers serve honorably every day.

In this world, we all have dif-
ferent opinions. Take the time to
teach your child to listen to an-
other person’s perspective. Also,
invite people over to share a bo-
logna sandwich. You might learn
something.

Tolerancewas saluted
inmy family of police

In today’s world, where
people are taking sides
against each other, I
am thankful to be able
to reminisce about
stories thatweave people
together.

EileenNeedham,
of Hamburg,
was raised in a
family of 10 in
South Buffalo.
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ByRickey Armstrong Sr.

Millions of New Yorkers are just
now discovering what Native people
have known for far too long: Reliable
online service is a necessity, not a privi-
lege. Without it, individuals and busi-
nesses cannot succeed in the modern
world.

The pandemic-induced phenome-
non of working from home and com-
municating nearly exclusively online
has only intensified the digital divide
experienced by the Seneca Nation and
its fellow tribes across the country.
Federal and state governments have
long ignored this problem, which is
consistent with a broader culture of
disinvestment and mistreatment.

Compared to the Federal Communi-

cations Commission’s national average
of 92.3 percent, only 35 percent of trib-
al lands in rural America have broad-
band access and roughly 18 percent of
reservation residents have no access to
the internet or cell service whatsoever.

On the Cattaraugus and Allegany
territories alone, well over 1,000 stu-
dents lack internet access, according
to Seneca Nation data. Somemembers
of Native tribes have even set upWi-Fi
hotspots near government offices or in
fast food chain parking lots to ensure
that their children can get online and
not fall further behind their non-Na-
tive peers.

As policymakers and elected offi-
cials double down on closing this digi-
tal divide inNewYork, it is critical that
underserved rural areas like our terri-

tories do not get left behind. It’s time
for the state Legislature to hold pub-
lic hearings and task force meetings
on this issue with Native people across
the state. This is not a radical idea. In
fact, it’s one that would garner wide-
spread support.

The federal government is support-
ing Native tribes by providing funding
aimed at improving broadband service
on their lands. Last year, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture announced a
$4.3 million grant to the Seneca Na-
tion through its ReConnect Pilot Pro-
gram, which, when coupledwith a $1.5
million investment by theNation itself,
will establish a fiber-to-home broad-
band network on the Cattaraugus Ter-
ritory.

That’s a significant step in the right

direction, but merely focusing on to-
day’s technology challenges only sets
up our underserved communities to
fall further behind in the future.

It is crucial that today’s investments
not only achieve the goal of universal
service, but also help close the next
digital divide before it occurs. That
means laying the groundwork for next-
generation connectivity – 5G – which
will bring faster and more reliable on-
line access to all corners of the state.

We will continue to press state and
federal lawmakers to ensure that fu-
ture generations of of Seneca – and
tribal communities are given every
technological opportunity to succeed.

Rickey Armstrong Jr. is president of
SenecaNation.
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Nativepeopleneedanddeserve reliable online access
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It’s time forNewYork to look at the possibility of reopening the state’s movie theaters.
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