Lutheran Church of the Covenant

Maple Heights, OH

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost



The Lutheran Church of the Covenant welcomes you to worship! Here
are a few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise the God
of new life together!

Bulletins are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary.

We encourage you to participate throughout worship by speaking the
bold print and singing along with the hymns!

Portions marked with * are when we invite you to stand as you are
able to do so. There will not be a separate time for an offering, so a
basket is placed in the back for those who wish to support our local
ministry as well as the wider church.

A children’s table is located at the back of the sanctuary, where you'll
find some books and activities to help children feel more at home in
worship.

Our Worship Leaders & Staff

Presiding Minister Rev. Andrea McDonough

Organist Gerry Mass
Lector Harry Werner
Reader

Crucifer Adrian Bernardo

Parish Administrator Jennifer Lasher-Dobush

Custodian Vince Besednjak

*Dismissal
Go now in peace, sustained by the feast of God’s grace,

to share bread and blessing with the world. Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Praying Together

... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating:
Gayle Agg, Nora Beach, Joan Clarke, Chuck Dickey, Olive Evanofski,
Bill Flick, Barbara Fossa, Ken Frajter, Donna Franz, Barb Gaglione,
Michelle Garnett, Rosa Garnett, Jane Gradert, Linda Johnson, Dorrie
Kearns, Dylan King, Elaine Knerem, Nel Lanese, Barbara Mingee,
Phyllis Nemeth, Rich Petro, Dick Ptak, Madeline Ptak, Arlene Stoltz,
Barb Toth, Maud Wright, Charlotte Zaranka, Wilma Dancy, Bill
Helmick, Nancy Helmick, Robert Lambrecht, Laura Mele, Judy Mor-
gan, Kris Sandor, Lois Williams, Eugene Winfrey, the Copeland/Lane
Family.

Last Week
General Fund receipts for week ending 9/14/2025:$ 1872.00



*Blessing

May the God who provides for us in the wilderness spread nourish-
ment before you. May Christ, who took bread, broke it, and gave it,
feed you with love unending. And may the Spirit, who gathers us as
one body, bind you in fellowship and joy. Amen.

*Sending Hymn: O Living Bread From Heaven ELW # 542
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O  liv - ing Bread from heav -
My Sav-ior, you have led

€n,

me with - in

how well you feed your guest!
your ho - liest place,
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You gave me all I want - ed; this food can death de - stroy.
Oh, grant me then, well-strength-ened with heav’n-ly food, while here
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The gifts that you have giv - en have filled my heart with rest.
and here your-self have fed me with (rea - sures of your grace;
And you have free - ly grant - ed the cup of end-less joy.
my course on ecarth is length-ened, to  serve you, free from fear;
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0] won-drous food of bless - ing! O cup that heals our woes!
for you have free-ly giv - en what earth could nev - er buy,
My Lord, 1 do not mer - it the fa - vor you havc shown,
and bring me home to praise you where none can peace de - stroy,
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My heart, this gift

pos - sess - ing, in

thank-ful song o’er - flows!

the bread of life from heav - en, that now 1 shall not die.
and all my soul and spir - it bow down be - fore your throne.
where I  will ev - er raise you glad songs in end-less  joy.

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 a.m. September 21st, 2025

Rooted and Renewed: Meal

What makes a worship service? The basic pattern of ELCA worship—
Gathering, Word, Meal, Sending—gives us a structure that allows flex-
ibility while focusing on what the church holds in common. Each Sun-
day this month, we will focus on one of these four elements in order
to explore and affirm what worship means to us.

This week we are focused on the Meal. The collection and presenta-
tion of the offering is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in re-
sponse for all of God'’s gifts. Holy Communion takes place in the as-
sembly and is thereby an act of community. God feeds us with the
presence of Jesus Christ and at the table of Christ, God nourishes
faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel.

In the Sacrament of Communion, the crucified and risen Christ is pre-
sent, giving his true body and blood as food and drink. The ‘how’ of
Christ’s presence—called the sacramental union—is a mystery.

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements



Gathering *Invitation to Communion

*Thanksgiving at the Font *Communion Hymn
Holy God, fountain of living water, s —— T e —
source of mercy, tender and mighty, D e o N

you are CIOthed Wlth majesty and Splendor Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
Your steadfast love fills the earth.
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the

Your love flows through water P — i e e
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SatISf.YI.ng the -lfhlrSt. of all lIVIng thlngs’ world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
sustaining life in this community,
i . ) .

nourishing and dellghhng us. AL — i ! —— ]
We bless you for these gifts of water: = 0 S

sin  of the world; grant us peace.

Lake Erie, the Cuyahoga River, Tinker’s Creek, Mill Creek,
Deerlick Creek and Bridal Veil Falls.
Your steadfast love fills the earth. *Post Communion Prayer

Your steadfast love fills the earth.
Creator God, we give you thanks for all that we remember as we have

Your love flows through water, shared this meal: your birth, your life, your death and resurrection.

a sign of your saving power: We give you thanks for the eternal presence of your Spirit with us.

Noah and the animals survive the flood, May this meal we have shared renew and inspire us to join more joy-
fully with you as you work for peace and justice in the world. Amen.

Hagar discovers your well.

The Israelites escape through the sea, .
and they drink from your gushing rock. Sending
Naaman washes his leprosy away,



) —_— and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again.
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Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Shower us with your Holy Spirit.

Fill us with your love.

Clothe us and all your people with grace.

Embolden us to do justice.

Bless us to love mercy.

your kingdom come, your will be done, Guide us to walk humbly with you,

whom we thank and praise, through Jesus Christ,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

*Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



*Gathering Song: All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly ELW # 461
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I All who hun -ger, gath-er glad - ly; ho-ly man-na is our bread.
2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang-ers; seek-er, be a  wel-come guest.
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er, Je - sus Christ is liv - ing bread.
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Come from wil-der - ness and wan - d’ring. Here in truth we will be fed.
Come from rest-less - ness and roam-ing. Herein joy we keep the feast
Come from lone-1li - ness and long - ing.  Here in peacewe have been fed.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us is our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta-ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
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Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Offertory Prayer

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward all those
who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us
now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you,

almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection,

opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Santus (next page)



Meal

Offering of Gifts and Tithes

*Offertory Hymn
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we
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wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
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help us know,O God, your pres-ence; let
send us forth to

our hearts and minds be  stirred.

love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is  strife.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry tll we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, vour great com-pas-sion to for - give as vou for - gave:
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teach us through this
may we still

ho-ly ban-quet howto make Love’svic - try known.

be - hold your im - age in the world you died to save.

*Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*Hymn of Praise This is the Feast
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - ia. 1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.

its resources, that all people may benefit from your abundant gifts
and that our stewardship of creation would be marked by justice and
sustainability. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Holy One, embolden elected leaders to pursue policies of economic
justice for the benefit of all, especially those who are most vulnera-
ble and marginalized. Persuade them by your example of generosity
and compassion. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, we pray for all facing illness, those near death,
or those grieving the loss of loved ones. May they find comfort and
strength in your love. Prepare us to surround them with your healing
care. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of love, motivate our congregation to enact economic justice
through tangible action, prioritizing the needs of our community and
sharing resources generously through our outreach and justice min-
istries. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints who now join the heav-
enly chorus in praising your name. Lift us up from the dust of grief
and remind us of your promise of new life. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ,
our redeemer and friend. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world,
and all in need.

O God, teach your church to act in solidarity with the poor, frustrating
the efforts of those who trample on the needy and practicing justice
in our own life and community. God of grace, receive our prayer.
Almighty Creator, we pray for an end to the misuse of the earth and

Refrain
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev -er. A - men.
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*Prayer of the Day Hymn of the Day: [ Received the Living God ELW # 477

God of Unity, you call your people to prayer and praise in many ways.

This day, bring us together just as you called the people of Israel to n e
gather manna in the desert to eat and sustain life. Offer us the nutri- - K . | =
ents we need to remain connected to you. As spiritual beings, we de- / S e bt
sire to receive food that endures—faith, hope, and love. God of grace, I 1e-ceived the liv-ing God,  and my heart is full ~of —joy.
give us this day our daily bread. May we grow into new ways of un- N
derstanding and being, reflecting how we have been touched by you. - J“/_dl . | ‘I
Amen. J/ L b=
[ re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of  joy.
Word 0 -
Children’s Moment : : - e
. . 1 Je-sus said: I am the bread, knead-ed long to give you life;
First Readlng: Exodus 16:2-15 2 Je-sus said: I am the way, and my Fa - ther longs for  you;
2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses i i::ﬁ: iiiﬁf % - :Ez tlrl'gh C‘;:rlef;‘:; i?llmmlgg fﬁfﬁ; Ct;’n g‘?j\;}
and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we ' ’ ’
had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by N i - — i Refrain
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the pots of meat and ate our fill of bread, for you have brought us out @I‘v‘ ' 9 9 —— ) il
into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” . e .
*Then the Lord said to Moses, “l am going to rain bread from you who will —par-ake of ‘me mecd not ev - er fear o die.

’ going so I come to bring you home to be one with us a - new.
heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather You will know me in your heart, and my word shall make you  free.
enough for that day. In that way | will test them, whether they will but re - ceive this liv - ing bread, and my Spir - it you shall  know.
follow my instruction or not. > On the sixth day, when they prepare
what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other
days.” ¢ So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening
you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land
of Egypt, " and in the morning you shall see the glory of
the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord.

For what are we, that you complain against us?” 8 And Moses said,



So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because
there were so many fish. ’ That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Pe-
ter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he
put on his outer garment, for he had taken it off, and jumped into the
sea. ® But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full
of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred
yards off.

?When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with
fish on it, and bread. '° Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish
that you have just caught.” ** So Simon Peter went aboard and
hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of
them, and though there were so many, the net was not torn. *? Jesus
said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples
dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the
Lord. *® Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them and did
the same with the fish. ** This was now the third time that Jesus ap-
peared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

“When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill
of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the com-
plaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complain-
ing is not against us but against the Lord.”

? Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of
the Israelites: ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your com-
plaining.” ” *° And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of
the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of
the Lord appeared in the cloud. * The Lord spoke to Moses, 2|
have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twi-
light you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill
of bread; then you shall know that | am the Lord your God.""”

131n the evening quails came up and covered the camp, and in
the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. ** When
the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was
a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. > When the
Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they
did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that
the Lord has given you to eat.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 34:1-10

1 will bless the Lord at all times;
God’s praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord;
let the humble hear and be glad.
3 O magnify the Lord with me,



and let us exalt the Lord’s name together.
*1 sought the Lord, and the Lord answered me
and delivered me from all my fears.
> Look to God, and be radiant,
so your faces shall never be ashamed.
¢ This poor soul cried and was heard by the Lord
and was saved from every trouble.
’The angel of the Lord encamps
around those who fear God. The Lord delivers them.
8 O taste and see that the Lord is good;
happy are those who take refuge in God.
? O fear the Lord, you holy ones,
for those who fear God have no want.
9 The young lions suffer want and hunger,
but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:13-17

13 No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone.
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so
that you may be able to endure it.

4 Therefore, my beloved, flee from the worship of idols.
speak as to sensible people; judge for yourselves what | say. ° The
cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the body of
Christ? *” Because there is one bread, we who are many are one
body, for we all partake of the one bread.
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The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le-lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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*Gospel: John 21:1-14

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you O Lord.

! After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by
the Sea of Tiberias, and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered
there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael
of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disci-
ples. ® Simon Peter said to them, “l am going fishing.” They said to
him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but
that night they caught nothing.

4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples
did not know that it was Jesus. > Jesus said to them, “Children, you
have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” ¢ He said to them,
“Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.”



