The church rummage sale will be on Thursday September
10th, Friday September 11th from 10 am -3/4 pm and Sat-
urday, September 12th, from 10am to 1 pm.

Donations can be brought from Monday August 17 -
Thursday September 10 . All donations should be put on the
stage in the hall, please do not put them anywhere else. Let
Jen in the office know if you need to get into building during
the day to drop off donations.

Tues 9/8 and Tues 9/9 we will need workers to help set up
the hall. Starting 10:00. If you haven;t already been ap-
proached, please let Barb or Charlotte know if you can help.

Bible class will start up again on Sunday, Sept 13 at 10:30.
Please continue reading the book "A Beautiful Year", starting
on page 247 "The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Brides-
maid"s,Thru the "Parable of Talents" page 257..

fincl the light shineth in dankness;

and, The darkness cmnfmdwndedotnst

John 1:5 KJV

Creation in Christ Sunday

Sunday, September 6 , 2026
9:00 am



Here are a few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise the
God of new life!

Bulletins are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary.
We encourage you to participate throughout worship by speaking the
bold print and singing along with the hymns. An asterisk * indicates
when you are invited to stand, as you are comfortable.

All are welcome to come forward for communion. The ushers will
guide you. Juice and gluten-free wafers are available; please let your
server know if you need either of these.

A basket for offerings is at the rear of the sanctuary.

A children’s table is located at the back of the sanctuary, where you'll
find some books and activities to help children feel more at home in
worship.

Serving in Worship Today

Presiding Minister Rev. Harry Werner
Organist Gerry Mass

Assisting Minister Ted Lockmiller

Lector Barb Gaglione

Offering Bearer Maggie Hernandez
Parish Administrator Jennifer Lasher-Dobush
Custodian Vanessa Petrakos

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday

Parish Calendar: 9/6/2026

9:00 am Sunday Eucharist
6:00-8:00 pm AA Meeting in Nursery
Set up for Rummage Sale in hall
6:00-8:00 pm Women's AA Meeting in Nursery

Wednesday Set up for Rummage Sale in hall
Wednesday 6:00-8:00 pm AA Meeting in Nursery

Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday

Sunday

10-3:00 Rummage Sale hall

6:00-8:00 pm NAMI Meeting in Nursery
10-3:00 Rummage Sale hall

6:30-8:30pm GOD AA Meeting in Nursery
10-1:00 Rummage Sale hall

11:00am-12:00pm NCMBC Bible Study Nursery

3:00 -5:00pm AA Meeting in Nursery
6:00-8:00pm CA Meeting in Nursery

9:00 am Sunday Eucharist

Office Hours
Monday Office Closed
Tuesday 10:00-3:00pm

Wesnesday 10:00-3:00pm
Thursday 10:00-3:00pm
Friday 10:00-12:00pm
Saturday Office Closed
Sunday 8:00 10:30 am

216-662-0370
Martin@covenantmaplehts.org
revandreamcdonough@gmail.com



*Dismissal

Go in peace. Flourish with creation. Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Praying Together

... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating:
Gayle Agg, Nora Beach, Vince Besesdnjak, Joan Clarke, Chuck Dick-
ey, Bill Flick, Dan Fleming, Barbara Fossa, Alan Fugo and family, Don-
na Franz, Risa Gabor, Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett, Rosa Garnett,
Jane Gradert, Marge (Shriver) Katarzynski, Dorrie Kearns, Dylan
King, Karen Kipfsthul, Elaine Knerem, Nel Lanese, Jennifer Lewane,
Phyllis Nemeth, Patti Novak, Dick Ptak, Madeline Ptak, Ginny Robin-
son, Steve Senderak, Claude, Starks, Arlene Stoltz, Barb Toth, Verl
Williamson, Maud Wright, Charlotte Zaranka, Wilma Dancy, Bill
Helmick, Nancy Helmick, Robert Lambrecht, Laura Mele, Judy Mor-
gan, Kris Sandor, Lois Williams, Eugene Winfrey, the Copeland/Lane
Family.

Last Week
General Fund receipts for week ending 8/30/2026: $ 999.00

Creation in Christ Sunday— September 6 , 2026

With One Voice, setting five: This summer we are worshiping using the
Bread of Life setting, a beloved liturgical setting that first appeared in
With One Voice, a supplement to our Lutheran hymnal. Known for its
simple, flowing melodies and accessible congregational responses, this
setting has been sung in Lutheran congregations for decades.

Welcome & Announcements

Prelude

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Water! Water! We praise you, O God, for water— the Tinker’s Creek,
Hemlock Creek, Bear Creek, the Cuyahoga River and Lake Erie , the rain
that nourishes animals and plants, the water for drinking and bath-
ing.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for our water stories—a flood that cleansed
the earth, the sea that drowned the enemy, a river that healed lepro-
sy.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We remember the waters of Jesus— baptized in the Jordan River,
calming the Sea of Galilee, drinking from Jacob’s Well,

healing at the pool of Bethesda, washing the disciples’ feet.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for water.



We praise you, O God, for this font, for through this water you have
birthed us into the family of Christ, bathed us in forgiveness, and en-
livened us in the Spirit.

We praise you, O God, for baptism.

We praise you, O God, for baptism.

O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth. O God, you are the
River, saving us from death. O God, you are the Fountain, granting us
health and well-being. We praise you, O God, today, tomorrow, forev-
er.

Amen, and amen.

Amen, and amen.

*Sending Hymn: Go My Children With My Blessing

ELW # 543
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil -dren, sins for-giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en,  at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




“Post Communion Prayer *Gathering Hymn: Earth and All Stars ELW # 731
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores

our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. n
) 50 N . ! | I .
Throu.gh the body and l.)lood-of your Son, may we become (.Zhrlst S = ] J == ——, s ]
body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, J ¢ : i
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. } Farth and - all - starst TOul Mk, S g plan. = e
> Trum -pet  and pipes! Loud clash - ing  cym - bals!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound-ing wis - dom!
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Blessing . 0, - = — i R a
God our Mother root you deep in grace. 3 : H = —=——2 i |
God our Neighbor stand with you in strength. Sing  to the Lord a  new  song!

. . . ng to the OT a new song!
God our Nourishment sustain you in hope Sing o the Lord a ©mew songl
and bless you unto evergreen life. Amen. A
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Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, lute, and  lyre! Loud hum - ming  cel - los!
Daugh - ter and son! Loud pray - ing mem - bers!
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Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
0 . Refrain
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God has done mar - vel - ous things.
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I too sing prais - es with a new song!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922—-1987
Text and music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




*Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

*Eucharistic Prayer

*The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion Hymn
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.



*Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through
Christ our Lord. In him you have received us as your children, made
us citizens of your kingdom, and given us your Holy Spirit to guide us
into all truth. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Ho - 1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glo - Ty

Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

*Hymn of Praise

Assisting minister
|

Glo-ry to God in the high-est,
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peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,

al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we

give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.

Und

of the world:

a- way the sin

have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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a-lone are the Ho -ly One,

a-lone are the Lord,
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a -lone are the Most

High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - 1y Spir-it,

in the glo



*Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, in Christ you
created the worlds, and your Spirit breathes life into the universe. We
praise you for your wondrous creation. Bless us and all your handi-
work with your infinite light, and direct our lives to the care of this
good earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Children’s Moment

First Reading: Genesis 1:1—2:4a

"When God began to create the heavens and the earth, * the earth
was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep,
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. ° Then God
said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. “ And God saw that the
light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. ° God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.

® And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters,
and let it separate the waters from the waters.”  So God made the
dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. ° God called the
dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second
day.

” And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. '° God
called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together
he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. ** Then God said, “Let
the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed
and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in

*Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Offertory Hymn: Voices Raised to You WOV # 845
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2  All cre - a - tion joins to  praise you; earth an sky your
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songs of praise. Hearts and hands we bring in trib - ute
works dis - play. Art and mu - sic, gifts you lend us,
thanks we owe? Take our hearts and hands and voic - es—
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for your gifts through all our days. Al - le - Iu - ia!
we re - turn to you to - day. Al - le - lu - ia!
gifts =~ of love “we can be - stow. Al - le - lu - ia!
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Al - le - lu - ia! Tri - une God, to you we sing!
Al - le - lu - ia! God, cre - a - tor, source of life!
Al - le - lu - ia! Tri - une God, to you we sing!
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007
Music: SONG OF PRAIS >lyn Jennings, b. 1936
Text © 1997 GIA Publica . 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights r . Used by permission.
Music © 1996 Carolyn Je
*Off
ertory Prayer

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all crea-
tion. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its
bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death
and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.



be plenteous and clean, that the land be treasured, and that animals
be protected. Grant that what on earth has been despoiled will be
healed. Hear us, O God, our creator: Your mercy is great.

For the nations we pray: that farmers, herders, foragers, fishers, and
grocers provide the food humans need, that legislators strive in all
things for the common good, and that science and technology lead
us toward more responsible ways to live. Hear us, O God, our
stronghold : Your mercy is great.

For our country we pray: that national parks, forests, and wildlife
refuges be safeguarded, that all natural resources benefit the whole
population, and that our children learn respect for nature. Hear us,
O God, our guardian: Your mercy is great.

For those in need we pray: that humankind be sheltered from pan-
demic and from extreme weather, and that all who are sick or
suffering receive medical attention and communal support. Give
heed to those whose names we call out to you. Hear us, O God, our
healer: Your mercy is great.

We praise you for all believers who have lived and died in commun-
ion with the earth. Grant that in your good time we join with all your
creatures in your presence forever. Hear us, O God, the beginning
and the end: Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, our maker and keeper, we commend our-
selves and your whole creation, trusting in your mercy, through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

it.” And it was so. *“ The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yield-
ing seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the
seed in it. And God saw that it was good. ** And there was evening
and there was morning, the third day.

“ And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to sep-
arate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for sea-
sons and for days and years, *” and let them be lights in the dome of
the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. '° God made the
two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light
to rule the night—and the stars. '’ God set them in the dome of the
sky to give light upon the earth, * to rule over the day and over the
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that
it was good. *” And there was evening and there was morning, the
fourth day.

Y And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living crea-
tures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” **
So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that
moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every
winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. ** God
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” *° And there was even-
ing and there was morning, the fifth day.

** And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every
kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of eve-
ry kind.” And it was so. > God made the wild animals of the earth of
every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps
upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

*Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to
our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild



animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon
the earth.”

*’So God created humans in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.
Y God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply
and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that
moves upon the earth.” >’ God said, “See, | have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. *° And to every beast of
the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on
the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given every
green plant for food.” And it was so. ** God saw everything that he
had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.

“IThus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multi-
tude. ? On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and
he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. ° So
God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rest-
ed from all the work that he had done in creation.

““These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when
they were created.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God'’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

We join with Christians far and near to worship God the Creator,
praying for the earth and for all in need, responding to each peti-
tion with the words “Your mercy is great.”

O God of mystery, mercy, and might, for the church we pray: that
churches around the globe collaborate in care for the earth, and
that all the baptized nurture a zeal for the wellbeing of creation.
Hear us, O God, source of life: Your mercy is great.

For the earth we pray: that this bounteous creation receive con-
tinued divine blessing, that the air be wholesome, that the waters



*Hymn of the Day: Creating God, Your Fingers Trace

ELW # 684
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1 Cre - at - ing God, your fin - gers trace the bold de -
2 Sus - tain - ing God, your hands up - hold earth’s mys - tries
3 Re - deem - ing God, your arms em - brace all  now de -
4 In - dwell - ing God, your gos - pel claims one fam - ’ly
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signs of  far - thest space; let sun and moon and stars  and
known or  yet un - told; let wa - ter’s frag - ile blend with
spised for creed or race; let peace, de - scend - ing like a

with a bil - lion names; let ev - 'ry life  be touched by
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light  and  what lies hid - den praise  your might.
air, en - a - Dbling life, pro - claim your care.
dove, make known on earth  your heal - ing  love.
grace un - il we praise  you face to face.

Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934

Music: PROSPECT, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1979 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Psalm 148
" Hallelujah! Praise the LorD! from the heavens;

praise God ! in the heights.
? Praise the LoRb, ! all you angels;
sing praise, all you ' hosts of heaven.
® Praise the Lorp, | sun and moon;
sing praise, all you ! shining stars.
“ Praise the LORD, heav- | en of heavens,
and you waters a- | bove the heavens.
> Let them praise the name | of the LORD,
who commanded, and they | were created,
® who made them stand fast forev- ! er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not | pass away.
’ Praise the LorD! from the earth,
you sea monsters l'and all deeps;
® fire and hail, ' snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- ! ing God's will;
” mountains ' and all hills,
fruit trees | and all cedars:
O wild beasts ' and all cattle,
creeping things and ! flying birds;
"I sovereigns of the earth l'and all peoples,
princes and all rulers | of the world;
2young  men and maidens,
old and ' young together.
Y Let them praise the name | of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and

heaven.

““The LoRD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all

| faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lorp. | Hallelujah!



Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14
*?2Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ** “The God
who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, *° nor is
he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. *° From one
ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he al-
lotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places
where they would live, *” so that they would search for God and per-
haps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far
from each one of us. ** For ‘In him we live and move and have our
being’; as even some of your own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al-le-lu - 1

*Gospel: John 1:1-5

The holy gospel according to John, the 1st chapter. Glory to you
O Lord.

" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. “ He was in the beginning with God. * Al
things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being “in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. ° The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



