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WERE GLAD YOURE HERE

We welcome you to worship here at the Lutheran Church of the Covenant! Here are a
few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise this God of new life together!

e Bulletins and Communion (wheat or gluten-free wafers, wine or grape juice
options) are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary.

e Portions marked with * are when we invite you to stand as you are able to do so.

e \We encourage you to participate throughout the worship by speaking the bold
print and singing along with the hymns!

e There will not be a separate time for an offering, so a basket is placed in the back
for those who wish to support our local ministry as well as the wider church.

e We will commune from our respective seats, where the presiding minister will
invite you to open your respective cups with the Communion elements. We
believe this meal is for everyone who wishes to partake, regardless of church
affiliation or lack thereof. This tangible gift of God’s love is meant for the world
to enjoy!

e Following the recommendation of the Cuyahoga County Board of Health
regarding COVID-19, we ask that you wear a mask for the duration of your time

in the building.
Our Worship Leaders & Staff
Ministers All People
Presiding Minister The Rev. Bradley Ross
Organist Robin Crawford
Lector Harry Werner
Parish Administrator Jennifer Lasher-Dobush
Custodian Vince Besednjak

The Lutheran Church of the Covenant
19000 Libby Rd.
Maple Heights, OH 44137
Phone: 216-662-0370 Email: covenantlc@sbcglobal.net
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Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost

Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be closest to Jesus,
leading to Jesus teaching his followers about God’s take on importance and power. Here
Jesus makes it explicit that the reversal of values in God’s community is a direct
challenge to the values of the dominant culture, where wielding power over others is
what makes you great. When we pray “your kingdom come” we are praying for an end to
tyranny and oppression. We pray this gathered around the cross, a sign of great shame
transformed to be the sign of great honor and service.

Prelude ()
Welcome & Announcements

*Confession & Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at our baptism, remembering our
everlasting bond with our Risen Lord.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
whose teaching is life,

whose presence is sure,

and whose love is endless.

Amen!

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray.

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.

Free us from our sin, gracious God.

Listen when we call out to you for help.

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.



All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

but the gift of grace in -+ Christ Jesus,

God makes you righteous.

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen!

*Gathering Hymn At the Name of Jesus #416



Q]

I I |
| | I |
| I 1 1
I 1

y I I I I

QY17 o

1 At the name of Je - sus ev - 'ty knee shall bow,

2 At his voice cre - a - tion sprang at once to sight,

3 Hum-bled for a sea - son, to re - ceive a name

4 In your hearts en - throne him; there let him sub - due

5 Chris-tians, this Lord Je - sus shall re - turn a - gain
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ev - 'ty tongue con - fess him king of glo - ry now.
all the an - gel fac - es, all the hosts of light,
from the lips of sin -  ners un - to whom he came,
all that is not ho - 1y all that is not true.
on the clouds of glo - 1y, with his an - gel train;
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It is God’s good plea - sure we should call him Lord,
thrones and dom - i - na - tions, stars up - on their way,
faith - ful - ly he bore it spot -less  to the last;
Crown him as your cap - tain in temp - ta - tion’s hour;
for all wreaths of em - pire meet up - on  his  brow,
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who from the be - gin - ning was the might - vy Word.
all the heav’'n-ly or - ders in their great ar - ray.
brought it back vic - to - rious when from death he passed.
let his will en-fold you in its  light and pow’r.
and our hearts con-fess him king of glo - 1y now.

Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817-1877
Music: KING'S WESTON, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from Songs of Praise, © Oxford University Press 1925.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*Prayer of the Day

Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on earth. Shape
us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire always and only your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.. Amen!

5



First Lesson Isaiah 53:4-12
This reading is from the last of four passages in Isaiah that are often called “servant
songs.” Christians are probably most familiar with this servant song. In light of

Christian faith, the servant’s healing ministry and redemptive suffering are understood to
be fulfilled in the life and death of Christ.

“Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;

yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.

*But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.

°All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,

and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.

"He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people.
°They made his grave with the wicked
and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.

%Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain.
When you make his life an offering for sin,

he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the LoRD shall prosper.

Qut of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
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The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,

and he shall bear their iniquities.
““Therefore 1 will allot him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.

Word of God, word of life!

Psalm
’Because you have made the LORD your refuge,
and the Most High your habitation,
“no evil will befall you,
nor shall affliction come near your dwelling.
““For God will give the angels charge over you,
to guard you in all your ways.
?Upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot a- gainst a stone.
“You will tread upon the lion cub and viper;
you will trample down the lion and the serpent.
“1 will deliver those who cling to me;
I will uphold them, because they know my name.
“They will call me, and I will answer them;
I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them.
“With long life will | satisfy them,
and show them I my salvation.

Second Lesson

Thanks be to God!

Psalm 91:9-16

Hebrews 5:1-10

Using imagery from scripture and from Jewish worship practices, Jesus is presented
as the great high priest who was obedient to God’s saving plan. Through his suffering

and death he has become the source of eternal salvation.

'Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to
God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. “He is able to deal gently with
the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; “and because of this
he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. ‘And one does
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not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was.
5So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by
the one who said to him,

“You are my Son,

today I have begotten you”;
“as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”

’In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries
and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of
his reverent submission. *Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he
suffered; “and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all
who obey him, *having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek

Word of God, word of life! Thanks be to God!

*Gospel Mark 10:35-45
On the way to Jerusalem the disciples ask Jesus to grant them seats of honor. Jesus
responds by announcing that he and his followers will “rule” through self-giving service.

The Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord!

®James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher,
we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” *°And he said to them, “What is it you
want me to do for you?” *’And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand
and one at your left, in your glory.” **But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you
are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that
I am baptized with?” *“They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup
that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which | am baptized, you will be
baptized; “’but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those
for whom it has been prepared.”

“"When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. *’So Jesus
called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them.
“SBut it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be
your servant, ““and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. “*For the
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Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

This is the holy Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
Sermon
*Hymn of the Day On Eagle’s Wings #7187
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Final refrain
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And he will raise you up on ea-gle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,

make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand.
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And hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand.

Text: Michael Joncas, b. 1957
Music: ON EAGLE'S WINGS, Michael Joncas
Text and music @ 1979 OCP Publications. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Prayers of Intercession

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all of

God’s creation.

A brief silence.

Holy One, for the gift of the church handed down through the ages and for all who carry
on the servant ministry of Jesus, we praise you. Send your Holy Spirit upon all who are
discerning calls to ministry in its many forms and equip them with your gifts. Hear us, O

God. Your mercy is great.

Creating One, for the lush and abundant habitat you provide for all your creatures, we
praise you. Provide healing for the earth so that waterfowl, reptiles, wild horses, dolphins,
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and all living things flourish as you intend. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Suffering One, for all who work toward peace and who lead nations with a servant’s
heart, we praise you. Bring justice for all who suffer violence, persecution,
discrimination, hunger, poverty, and homelessness, and create places of refuge for all
people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Merciful One, for all who do the work of healing in mind, body, and spirit, we praise you.
Surround and comfort all who struggle with depression, anxiety, cancer, diabetes,
dementia, or any illness (especially), that all may be healed. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Sustaining One, for all who volunteer for the vitality of this congregation, we praise you.
Strengthen and encourage greeters, ushers, office volunteers, bakers, counters, committee
and group leaders, teachers, students, evangelists, singers, builders, nurturers, and all who
serve with generous hearts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Risen One, we thank you for those who have shaped your church and shared your gospel.
Through the witness of your saints (especially Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch), continue to
inspire us with hope until we all are gathered at your eternal feast. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through
Jesus Christ, our truth and life. Amen!

*Thanksgiving at the Table

Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.

You sent your Son to eat with sinners

and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
12



our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us
and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.

Holy Spirit, nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
both now and forever.
Amen!

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Communion
Music Interlude ()
*Prayer after Communion

Lord of life,
in the gift of your body and blood

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,
bearing witness to the abundance of your love
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen!

*Blessing

People of God,

you are Christ’s body,
bringing new life to the world.
The holy Trinity, - one God,
bless you now and forever!
Amen!

*Sending Hymn The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve
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to the poor, God’s fa - vor to pro - claim.
share a dream and help the blind to see.

cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we 2o in Je - sus’  name.

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*Dismissal

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you!

Thanks be to God!
Postlude ()

Praying Together

... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating: Gayle Agg, Vince
Besednjak, Bob Buettner, Joan Clarke, John Crawford, Nicole Crawford, Barbara Fossa, Carolyn
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Frajter, Ken Frajter, Donna Franz, Nealie Gage, Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett, Rosa Garnett,
Judy Jones, Matt Jones, Dylan King, Jason Lanese, Andrea Lanzalaca, Heather Lasher, Sara
Mendes, Phyllis Nemeth, Don Rusher Jr, Arlene Stoltz, Marie Storms, Tom Susanek, Phyllis
Treichel, Phyllis Welker, Linda Wright, Wilma Dancy, Bill Helmick, Nancy Helmick, Robert
Lambrecht, Kim (Novak) Leonhardt, Laura Mele, Judy Morgan, Kris Sandor, Bill Wilkens,
Eugene Winfrey, the Copeland/Lane Family

LAST WEEK
General Fund receipts for week ending 10/10/2021: $1827

For our latest video recordings of
\V/ Iy ell|: @ worship, bulletins, newsletters, as
\"V/ 3.5 J el as links to daily devotions and

other resources, please visit:
covenantmaplehts.org.

Check us out on Facebook
for the latest updates for
community activities and a
dose of Good News on your
news feed!

facebook
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