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     We welcome you to worship here at the Lutheran Church of the Covenant! We 
continue to do our best in providing the safest environment possible for you to worship 
our Risen Lord with your whole heart, even during these COVID-19 times. Here are the 
precautions we are taking on behalf of our whole community of faith, so that we best care 
for one another and those we are around during the week.  
 

• We ask you wear a mask the entire time you are in the building, unless you have a 
medical condition preventing you from doing so. 

• Bulletins and individual Communion elements are available for you to pick up as 
you enter from the back of the sanctuary. The Communion elements are available 
in wine and grape juice form as well as wheat and gluten-free wafers. We will 
partake of the body and blood of Christ together from our respective seats. 

• There will not be a separate time for an offering to be collected for supporting our 
congregational and wider-church ministry, and so an offering basket is placed 
beside the bulletins and Communion elements, for those who wish to give this 
day. 

• We are asking you to refrain from singing, as we do our best to minimize the 
spread of droplets and aerosols around our masks. You may do so in your heart, 
where we believe God hears just as well as if spoken or sung aloud. We, also, ask 
that you continue participate throughout the worship by speaking the bold print, 
but doing so in a whisper voice. 

• There will not be a time for sharing of the peace, but we encourage you to do so 
with one another before or after the worship (while maintaining the physical 
distancing recommendations of six feet).  
 

We thank you for your patience and understanding as we will always err on the side of 
caution while knowing that we can still transmit the virus even with the full vaccination. 
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Day of Pentecost 
     Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s 
mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and 
tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be 
accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that 
we too have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in 
worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world. 
 
Prelude   Variations on “In Babilone” (HAAN) 
 
*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at our baptism, remembering our 
everlasting bond with our Risen Lord. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We praise you, Holy Spirit,  
for coming to us in these grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace of serenity 
on your whole church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us as loving companions on our journey  
as we share your new life among us. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts.   
Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise,  
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with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God,  
now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
Gathering Hymn     Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove #404 
 
Text: Simon Browne, 1680-1732, alt. 
 
1 Come, gracious Spirit, heav’nly dove, 
 with light and comfort from above. 
 Come, be our guardian and our guide; 
 o’er ev’ry thought and step preside. 
 
2 The light of truth to us display 
 and make us know and choose your way; 
 plant holy fear in ev’ry heart, 
 that we from God may ne’er depart. 
 
3 Lead us to Christ, the living way, 
 nor let us from his pastures stray. 
 Lead us in holiness, the road 
 that we must take to dwell with God. 
 
4 Lead us to heav’n, that we may share 
 fullness of joy forever there; 
 lead us to our eternal rest, 
 to be with God forever blest. 
 
Prayer of the Day   
Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and as the Holy Spirit, you bring truth to the 
world. Transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
First Lesson   Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The Hebrew word rendered as ruach means “spirit,” “wind,” or “breath.” This reading 
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plays on the different meanings of the word. Just as the dry bones in Ezekiel’s vision are 
given new life, flesh, and breath (or spirit), so God will give the exiles God’s own spirit 
and will bring them home to the land of Israel. 
 
      1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said 
to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he 
said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 
am the LORD.” 
  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
  11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken 
and will act, says the LORD.” 
 
Word of God, word of life.                 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
Psalm   Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

 
 24How manifold are your works, O Lord! 
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  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, 
  living things both small and great. 
 26There go the ships to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 
 27All of them look to you 
  to give them their food in due season. 
 28You give it to them; they gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
 29When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 
 30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 
  and so you renew the face of the earth. 
 31May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 
  O Lord, rejoice in all your works. 
 32You look at the earth and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
 33I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I have my being. 
 34May these words of mine please God. 
  I will rejoice in the Lord. 
 35bBless the Lord, O my soul. 
  Hallelujah!  

 
Second Lesson  Acts 2:1-21 
Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks 
after Passover. On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon 
the entire community of believers just as Jesus had promised and the scriptures had 
prophesied. Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to God’s 
activity in multiple languages. 
 
 
 
 
     1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 
2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy 
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Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one 
heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, 
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in 
our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans 
and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 
power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 
 
Word of God, word of life.                 Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “the 
Helper” and describes the difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in the world.       

 

      [Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
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the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are 
to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But 
now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And 
when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I 
am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the 
ruler of this world has been condemned. 
  12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his 
own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to 
come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All 
that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you.” 
 
This is the holy Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day  O Holy Spirit, Root of Life        #399 
 
Text: Jean Janzen, b. 1933; based on Hildegard of Bingen, 1098-1179 
 
1 O Holy Spirit, root of life, 
 creator, cleanser of all things: 
 anoint our wounds, awaken us 
 with lustrous movement of your wings. 
 
 
2 Eternal vigor, Saving One, 
 you free us by your living Word, 
 becoming flesh to wear our pain, 
 and all creation is restored. 
 
3 O holy Wisdom, soaring pow’r, 
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 encompass us with wings unfurled, 
 and carry us, encircling all 
 above, below, and through the world. 
 
*Prayers of Intercession  
 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Gracious God, you give yourself as the Holy Spirit to your church, filling it with many 
and varied gifts. In the church throughout the world, strengthen us in our visioning and 
dreaming, that it may discover anew the Spirit’s creative work. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 
God of life, your mighty works are too numerous to count. The earth is full of your 
creatures, living things both great and small. Open your hand and give them the 
necessities of this life. Holy Spirit, instill new life over the face of the earth. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of the nations, at the sound of the rushing wind, people speaking different languages 
proclaimed and heard together your deeds of power. Fill the leaders of nations with you 
as the Holy Spirit, so that they exercise your gracious will in the lives of people. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of faithfulness, you tend to the needs of your people, even the sighs of our hearts. 
Hear those who cry out to you in distress. Restore to wholeness all who are in any need 
this day. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
 
God of love, fill our Covenant family with gratitude for the gifts we have received from 
you. Renew our ministry, heal divisions embedded in our hearts, and open us to the needs 
of our neighbors. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of hope, those who have died in you raise their eternal song of praise. We give you 
thanks for the many gifts of your people and rejoice in the witness of your saints. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy God, 
Breath of life and Fire of love: 
with a mighty wind you brought creation into being, 
and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom. 
We praise you for the gift of your Son, 
who brought forth the Holy Spirit on his disciples of every race and nation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 
his death, resurrection, 
and the sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit, 
we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth. 
 
Holy Spirit, pour out your new life upon us and upon this meal: 
anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, and love, 
that, with thankful hearts, 
we may be witnesses to our Risen Lord. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
both now and forever. 
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 Our Father in heaven, 

     hallowed be your name, 
     your kingdom come, 

     your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
     as we forgive those 
          who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

     and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
     and the glory are yours, 
     now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion 
 
Music Interlude   Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  (BURTONWOOD) 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
and send us as joyful witnesses, 
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Sending Hymn  God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind          #400 
 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 
 
1 God of tempest, God of whirlwind, 
 as on Pentecost descend! 
 Drive us out from sheltered comfort; 
 past these walls your people send! 
 Sweep us into costly service, 
 there with Christ to bear the cross, 
 there with Christ to bear the cross! 
 
2 God of blazing, God of burning, 
 all that blocks your purpose, purge! 
 Through your church, Christ’s living Body, 
 let your flaming Spirit surge! 
 Where deceit conceals injustice, 
 kindle us to speak your truth, 
 kindle us to speak your truth! 
 
3 God of earthquake, God of thunder, 
 shake us loose from lethargy! 
 Break the chains of sin asunder, 
 for earth’s healing set us free! 
 Crumble walls that still divide us; 
 make us one in Christ our Lord, 
 make us one in Christ our Lord! 
 
4 God of passion, God unsleeping, 
 stir in us love’s restlessness! 
 Where the people cry in anguish, 
 may we share your heart’s distress. 
 Rouse us from content with evil; 
 claim us for your kingdom’s work, 
 claim us for your kingdom’s work! 
 
 
Dismissal 
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Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Postlude   Fughetta on “Komm Heiliger Geist” (ROGERS) 

 
 
Praying Together 
... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating: Gayle Agg, Bob Buettner, 
Alexis Carr, Joan Clarke, John Crawford, Nicole Crawford, Barbara Fossa, Carolyn Frajter, Ken 
Frajter, Donna Franz, Nealie Gage, Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett, Rosa Garnett, Judy Jones, 
Matt Jones, Dylan King, Jason Lanese, Andrea Lanzalaca, Sara Mendes, Phyllis Nemeth, Bernice 
Novak, Don Rusher Jr, Arlene Stoltz, Marie Storms, Tom Susanek, Phyllis Treichel, Phyllis 
Welker, Linda Wright, Wilma Dancy, Bill Helmick, Nancy Helmick, Robert Lambrecht, Kim 
(Novak) Leonhardt, Laura Mele, Judy Morgan, Kris Sandor, Bill Wilkens, Eugene Winfrey, the 
Copeland/Lane Family  

 
 

LAST WEEK 
General Fund receipts for week ending 5/16/2021:  $2337 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lectionary Blog: Listen Up! 

I love Pentecost. It’s my second favorite holiday in the ecclesial calendar. I just love all 
the messages it sends—and not at all subtly—about who is invited into the kingdom and 
what God plans to do. 

As you know, if you’ve read this column in the past years, Pentecost was already an 
ancient festival by the time Jesus’ disciples celebrated it in the upper room after his 
resurrection and ascension. Pentecost was celebrated for 50 days (which is where the 
word Pentecost comes from) after Passover and was one of the “big three” pilgrimage 
festivals. Yearly, Jews from all over the world would stream into Jerusalem to offer the 
firstfruits of their harvests at the temple. 
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The year captured in Acts 2 was no exception. Jews from all over the Roman and 
Parthian empires, as well as unconquered peoples, streamed into Jerusalem (9-11). 
Moreover, Jerusalem itself was apparently quite multicultural with many non-Judean 
Jews living there and preserving their ethno-linguistic heritages (5). 

When the Spirit descended on the men and women (Acts 1:12-15) who were assembled 
in their Jerusalem headquarters, they spoke in the hearing of Jews from all over the world 
about God’s mighty deeds (Acts 2:11). I envision that each person in the Jesus 
community gave a speech like Steven (Acts 7), rehearsing God’s saving works that 
culminated in Jesus but doing so in the dozens of languages spoken by Jewish pilgrims. 
Everyone was included in the proclamation, but no one knew what the miracle meant. 

I think we are called today to respectfully listen to the words of God from people we 
don’t recognize as belonging to our own ethnicity or culture. 

Then Peter stepped forward and gave a Bible study on Joel to explain what was 
happening. Peter quoted God through the prophet Joel to say that not only would the 
good news of the coming of God’s kingdom be preached in every language, but that this 
good news would also be spread to all flesh. Boys and girls will prophesy. Old and young 
will see visions or have dreams. And even servants will receive God’s Spirit and 
prophesy. 

 

Peter was talking to a crowd that was probably mostly men (the pilgrimage was only 
incumbent on men) who were all Jews (Acts 2:22). But they were all included because of 
the miracle of the languages. And the message for all of them was that neither ethnicity 
nor race, gender, age, nor even personal status of being enslaved or not would hinder God 
from using everyone in the kingdom. 

The Spirit will be poured out on all flesh. So if a person has skin and muscle, God is 
coming for them. The message needed that day as God was calling all people into the 
kingdom is the same one that God shouts this day in all languages and from all people. 
Just as women joined men in that Christian Pentecost proclamation, we look forward to 
all churches and denominations recognizing that God always calls women to preach and 
teach. Just as Peter taught that old and young, male and female, slave and free will all 
speak for God (that’s what prophesying is, after all), so we need to be ready to hear God 
speaking from any and every human mouth in our day. 
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Certainly, there were those on that Pentecost in Jerusalem who scoffed and said, “They’re 
crazy” or “They’ve been drinking the celebratory wine too early.” There will always be 
scoffers who don’t believe the words of God in their own ears simply because they don’t 
trust or recognize the human sources of those words. Let us not scoff at who God chooses 
to speak God’s words. 

I think we are called today to respectfully listen to the words of God from people we 
don’t recognize as belonging to our own ethnicity or culture. God’s Spirit has always 
spoken to and through folks whom we would least expect. When people who don’t look 
like me or speak like me say God is doing a new thing, I need to be sure to pay attention. 
It may well be that on this Pentecost, like so many others before, God is announcing 
God’s mighty deeds in a new way. 

 

Cory Driver is a minister of word and service, and the director of the 
Transformational Leadership Academy in the Indiana-Kentucky Synod. 
He earned his doctorate in Jewish religious cultures from Emory 
University, Atlanta. Cory lives with his family in Indianapolis. 
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