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    We welcome you to worship here at the Lutheran Church of the Covenant! Here are a 

few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise this God of new life together! 
 

 Bulletins and Communion (wheat or gluten-free wafers, wine or grape juice 

options) are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary.  

 Portions marked with * are when we invite you to stand as you are able to do so. 

 We encourage you to participate throughout the worship by speaking the bold 

print and singing along with the hymns! 

 There will not be a separate time for an offering, so a basket is placed in the back 

for those who wish to support our local ministry as well as the wider church. 

 We will commune from our respective seats, where the presiding minister will 

invite you to open your respective cups with the Communion elements. We 

believe this meal is for everyone who wishes to partake, regardless of church 

affiliation or lack thereof. This tangible gift of God’s love is meant for the world 

to enjoy! 

 Following the recommendation of the Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

regarding COVID-19, we ask that you wear a mask for the duration of your time 

in the building. 

 

Our Worship Leaders & Staff 
Ministers All People 

Presiding Minister The Rev. Bradley Ross  

Organist Robin Crawford 

Lector Harry Werner 

Parish Administrator Jennifer Lasher-Dobush 

Custodian Vince Besednjak 

 

The Lutheran Church of the Covenant 

19000 Libby Rd. 

Maple Heights, OH 44137 

Phone: 216-662-0370  Email: covenantlc@sbcglobal.net 
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Second Sunday after Epiphany 
The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to us 

as it was made known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ baptism—

today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people as those being 

married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are gifts galore for 

everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see. 

 

Prelude    “Hyfrodol” (HELD)  

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness   

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as we take time to 

remember God’s everlasting mercy and grace. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates us, 

redeems us, 

and calls us by name. 

Amen! 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

and your beloved children. 

We have turned our faces away from your glory 

when it did not appear as we expected. 

We have rejected your word 

when it made us confront ourselves. 

We have failed to show hospitality 

to those you called us to welcome. 

Accept our repentance for the things we have done 

and the things we have left undone. 
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Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe 

in the glory of your Son born among us, 

and reflect your love for all creation. 

Amen. 

 

Rejoice in this good news: 

In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 

You are descendants of the Most High, 

adopted into the household of Christ, 

and inheritors of eternal life. 

Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

Amen! 
 

*Gathering Hymn     The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing   ELW #531 

 

*Greeting 

 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all! 

And also with you. 
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*Kyrie 
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*Hymn of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day  

 

Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many to new 

life through the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to all people. 

Transform us by his love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen! 
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First Lesson                                              Isaiah 62:1-5 

The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political 

troubles. Nevertheless, the prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will be restored. God 

will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices over the bride, and the people are 

called to the celebration. 

 

 1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

  and her salvation like a burning torch. 

 2The nations shall see your vindication, 

  and all the kings your glory; 

 and you shall be called by a new name 

  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 4You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 

  and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 

 but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 

  and your land Married; 

 for the LORD delights in you, 

  and your land shall be married. 

 5For as a young man marries a young woman, 

  so shall your builder marry you, 

 and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 

  so shall your God rejoice over you. 

 

Word of God, word of life!  Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm                                                                          Psalm 36:5-10 

(The bold verses are sung by the congregation using the tone below) 

 

 
Antiphon: We feast upon the abundance of your house, O LORD. (Ps. 36:8) 

 

 5Your love, O LORD, reaches | to the heavens, 

  and your faithfulness | to the clouds. 

 6Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like | the great deep; 
  you save humankind and ani- | mals, O LORD.  Antiphon 

 7How priceless is your | love, O God! 

  All people take refuge under the shadow | of your wings. 

 8They feast upon the abundance | of your house; 

  you give them drink from the river of | your delights. 
 9For with you is the | well of life, 

  and in your light | we see light. 

 10Continue your lovingkindness to | those who know you, 
  and your favor to those who are | true of heart.  Antiphon 

 

Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing their 

spiritual gifts, thinking some to be superior to others. Paul invites this fractured 

community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all perfectly for their mission 

together. 

 
      1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 

uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to 

idols that could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by 

the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” 

except by the Holy Spirit. 
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  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of 

services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 

who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 

the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 

another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the 

same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of 

miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various 

kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one 

and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 

Word of God, word of life! Thanks be to God! 

 

*Gospel Acclamation    

 
 

*Gospel             John 2:1-11 

Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs. 

Through many such epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s creative power and 

joyful presence into the world. 

 

The Gospel according to John, the 2nd chapter.            Glory to you, O Lord! 
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      1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 

there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine gave 

out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His mother 

said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now standing there were six stone 

water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus 

said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to 

them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9When the 

steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from 

(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 
10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after 

the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11Jesus did 

this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples 

believed in him. 

 

This is the holy Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling    ELW #631 

 

 

*Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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* Prayers of Intercession      

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so, we are bold to pray for the 

church, the world, and all that God has made. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Holy Spirit, activate within your whole church gifts of faith, healing, and prophecy. Unite 

those who profess your name across congregations, denominations, and geographic 

boundaries. As your Covenant family, open our hearts to recognize and celebrate 

surprising miracles. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your creation reflects your generosity. Bless farmers, migrant farmworkers, orchard-

keepers, ranchers, and all who tend the abundance of the land. Protect food and water 

sources from destruction, that all can eat and drink and be satisfied. God of grace, hear 

our prayer. 
 

Holy Spirit, grant wisdom, knowledge, and discernment to those who hold leadership 

positions at any level. Direct policymakers toward compassionate decisions that build up 

safe and just communities. Lead all authorities in seeking and serving the common good. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

As Jesus provided generously in a moment of need, provide generous gifts of healing for 

those in need this day. Provide abundantly for all who are hungry or thirsty, all seeking 

shelter, and all who seek peace. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

You see us for who we are, and you delight in us. Embrace those struggling with self-

worth, wrestling with self-identity, or facing significant life transition. Remind us that 

nothing can separate us from your love. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

You bless us through the spiritual gifts of the saints who have gone before us. We give 

thanks for the life of Martin Luther King Jr. and all who have modeled the way of 

courageous faith. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 

prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen! 
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* Great Thanksgiving 

 

  
 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

Almighty Lord,  

we praise your shining light, your glowing grace.  

From before the earth’s foundation,  

you loved us and promised us life forever.  

Within the earth’s deep struggle,  

we laud your great and glorious might.  

Despite our tears and shortcomings,  

we sing of the gladness of your mercy.  

  

We praise your Son, our Morning Star.  

our treasure dear.  

He is our living Savior who has redeemed us in love.  

He keeps us yours and fails us never—  

today, tomorrow, and every day.  
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On the night he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks,  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

  

Holy Spirit, refresh our souls with this heavenly food.  

Nourish us as branches of your tree,  

and enlighten us with your undying flame.  

  

We sing out to the Father, we ring out to the Son,  

we exult in the Holy Spirit.  

Empower us in our yearning,  

and be for us the end and the beginning,  

our purest pleasure, our victorious crown,  

our never-ending love.  

And so, we pray and praise: Amen!  

 

 Our Father in heaven, 

     hallowed be your name, 

     your kingdom come, 

     your will be done,  

     on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

     as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

     and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

     and the glory are yours, 

     now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion 

 

Music Interlude   Songs of Thankfulness and Praise  (PACHELBEL)   

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

We give you thanks, gracious God, 

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 

Send us to bring good news 

and to proclaim your favor to all, 

strengthened with the richness of your grace 

in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen! 
 

*Blessing 

 

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 

who rejoices over you, 

and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 

today and forever. 

Amen! 
 

*Sending Hymn Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW #310 

 

*Dismissal 

 

Go in peace, guided by the light of Christ! Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude To God All Praise and Glory  (WILSON)  
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Praying Together 
... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating: Gayle Agg, Vince  

Besednjak, Bob Buettner, Joan Clarke, John Crawford, Nicole Crawford, Barbara Fossa, Carolyn 

Frajter, Ken Frajter, Donna Franz, Nealie Gage, Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett, Rosa Garnett, 

Alex Hohenstein, Judy Jones, Dylan King, Jason Lanese, Jen Jones Malensek, Sara Mendes, 

Phyllis Nemeth, Don Rusher Jr, Veronica Shainoff, Arlene Stoltz, Marie Storms, Tom Susanek, 

Phyllis Treichel, Phyllis Welker, Linda Wright, Wilma Dancy, Bill Helmick, Nancy Helmick, 

Robert Lambrecht, Kim (Novak) Leonhardt, Laura Mele, Judy Morgan, Kris Sandor, Bill 

Wilkens, Eugene Winfrey, the Copeland/Lane Family, the Peypo family. 

 

LAST WEEK 

General Fund receipts for week ending 1/9/2022: $2574 

 

 

Lectionary Blog: Sharing Gifts 

 

 
 

iStock.com/rawpixel 
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About three years ago, I found myself sitting at my mom’s kitchen table writing a 

reflection on John 2 and the wedding at Cana. It was an in-between time. Having just 

moved to the United States with my wife and two small kids, we were living in my 

mom’s extra rooms until we found our own place. It was truly the generosity and support 

of several communities that got us through that time. My folks, my in-laws, my wife’s 

childhood pastor and his wife all came together to help us get established. So this year I 

want to write on 1 Corinthians 12 and what it means to work together for the common 

good. 

In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul reminds an apparently profoundly gifted set of 

Christians that they still need to work together. It seems as if people who had different 

ministry foci and gifts—and were hoping for different results—forgot that they were all 

on the same team (1 Corinthians 12:4-6). Just as my family relied on not just one set of 

folks but was blessed by the different contributions of several generous relatives and 

friends, the Corinthian congregations had rich and diverse sources of blessings. 

It won’t be surprising to anyone who has spent much time in a local congregation that 

only one type of gifting is insufficient for communal thriving. We need both knowledge 

of the context of the congregation’s past and present, but also wisdom for how to move 

forward with our neighbors (12:8). We need faithful elders to show us the way through 

difficult periods, and we also need folks to pray for the healing of friends and neighbors 

(12:9). We need people to perform works of power, and still others to distinguish 

between spirits of selfishness and self-aggrandizement on the one hand, and spirits of 

humble service and self-giving on the other hand (12:10). It’s the same Spirit who gifts 

all the congregations and assemblies of Jesus’ people with the community and gifts that 

are essential for ministry in every place we find ourselves. 

The notion that the Spirit’s gifts are given to the community for the community is central, 

not just to the writing in Corinthians but to the entire witness of Scripture. Hundreds of 

years earlier, the author of Isaiah knew of the importance of individual contribution 

toward communal action. For the sake of Zion and Jerusalem, the writer wouldn’t keep 

silent. The author’s words were needed, specifically because the holy community wasn’t 

living up to its potential. 
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The writer had the gift of leadership through words, which was needed to spur the 

community on to holy living. The prophet longed for the beloved community’s 

righteousness to shine forth brightly, and for its salvation to shine like a burning torch 

(Isaiah 62:1). With the holy people working together, their righteousness would become 

known and attractive to others outside of their community. 

It’s important to note that it is not God’s righteousness or salvation in question here, but 

that of the community. Leaders called all the people to work together to shine forth their 

communal righteousness. 

Like the other nations and rulers, God will also notice the righteousness of the holy 

community, living and working together to fulfill their purpose. God will bestow one of 

my favorite biblical names on the community: Hephzibah (“my delight is in her”—Isaiah 

62:4). Make no mistake, God inspired the writer, who inspired the people, whose 

working together for righteousness would inspire the surrounding peoples. Of this, God 

takes notice. God does the work first, as always, and then looks for a harvest of 

righteousness as people respond, together, to God’s leading. 

God’s people are blessed to be a blessing, especially when we work together. We need all 

the gifts of all of God’s people to work together to truly be the church—in the fullest and 

best sense. How might God be calling your congregation, synod and the ELCA to share 

our gifts to be a blessing to our larger communities? 

This Lectionary Blog, and other resources for the journey of faith, available at 

LivingLutheran.org. 

 

 
 

Cory Driver is an ELCA missionary serving as the director of graduate 

studies at the Evangelical Theological Seminary of Cairo (Egypt). His 

book on wilderness spirituality, Life Unsettled, is available from Fortress 

Press. 

 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/cory-driver/
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