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Pastor’s Spin 

 

Siblings in Christ of Covenant,  

     I remember when The Passion of the Christ first 

arrived in theaters. It was my freshman year of 

college, and oddly enough, I was taking an 

Introduction to the Bible class, a course I figured 

would be relatively easy being the son of a Sunday 

school teacher, even if I only remembered about half 

of what I was taught in those makeshift classrooms at 

the back of the church building. Instead, there was 

much more to Scripture than I anticipated: historical context, literary styles, geography, and so 

much more. The Bible came to life in a way I never imagined during those several weeks.  

     When our professor passed out the daunting syllabus on the first day of class, I don’t believe 

it included a slot for a film that was attempting to make a certain part of Scripture come to life in 

a way that had not quite been pulled off before. Nevertheless, our professor coordinated with the 

rest of our schedules to meet up at the theater several miles away from campus to watch The 

Passion of the Christ together, and then for the next class, we would discuss our reactions and 

thoughts, and he would do his best to provide the historical context and whatever else good 

professors would do.  

     I still remember at the conclusion of the movie, when the credits scrolled down the screen, 

how the entire audience seemed to sit in stunned silence. It was rather overwhelming, even sad 

and depressing for some. And yet, for many years after that night, it was part of my Good Friday 

ritual to watch The Passion of the Christ, as if that was by far the best way to connect with the 

true essence of that rather somber day. Sure, we’ve done our best to bring that holy day to life in 

worship with extinguishing candles, reading through the appropriate parts of Scripture, perhaps 

some nails, even a Bible slamming for good measure, at times. But, obviously, it’s not quite the 

same as viewing the sometimes gory moments of Jesus’ final bodily earthly days on a screen. 



     Soon enough, that Good Friday ritual faded away for me. I wondered if that really was what 

Good Friday was supposed to be about? To find some way to immerse yourself into the pain and 

anguish of what Jesus endured long ago? Or maybe it was meant to be about Christ’s mind-

boggling and ultimate example of sacrificial love brought to life on the cross. Maybe it was 

meant to be beautiful. Granted, the crucifixion is still a brutal and heinous form of punishment on 

a human being. There’s no getting around that. It is sad and disturbing, but the act of love for all 

humanity can also be a wonderful and hear-warming experience as well. It’s not always easy to 

pull off such a both-and on Good Friday.  

     The third verse from Isaac Watt’s When I Survey the Wondrous Cross captures this quite 

well: 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 

 sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

 Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

 or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

After all, it is through that cross that we are reminded that God joins us in our sorrows and joys 

and everything in between. This is the God who loves us to the point that we are already 

crowned into a glory and honor of being one with Christ, a bond that can never be taken away 

from us. Evidently, Christ believed in bringing that to life so much that not even a cross with all 

its hate and evil could stop him. For that Greatest News of Good Friday and all days, we most 

certainly give thanks to God, indeed! 

 

          In Christ, 

          Pastor Brad 

 

 

 

 

 

   Our next FREE community meal will be 

Thursday, April 28, from 4:30-6pm. Again, 

we continue this ministry in a drive-thru 

format from the back of the church. So, if 

you need a night off from cooking dinner 

or you know of someone else who needs 

it, help us spread the word. It is FREE for 

anyone and everyone!  

 

 

 

 



 
 

4/2 James Gradert 

4/5 Bruce Constant 

4/7 Gary Edler 

4/10 Jackie Blogna 

4/10 Ted Lockmiller 

4/20 Tom Susanek 

4/22 Annie Copeland 

4/23 Dudley Chapman 

4/25 Jacqui Knerem 

4/27 Charlotte Zaranka 

 

 

4/9 Deb & Chuck Dickey             4/15 Toni & Robert Ridgell 

 Happy 34
th

 Anniversary!               Happy 27
th

 Anniversary! 

                           4/15 Sheila & Harry Werner 

                             Happy 44
th

 Anniversary! 



 

 

 
  On Sunday, April 10 (9am), we celebrate the joyous 

entry of our Lord amidst shouts of “Hosanna!” Palms 

will be passed out as we sing “All Glory, Laud, and 

Honor” in helping us feel but a glimpse of that 

triumphant day in Jerusalem, setting the stage for the 

week that continues to impact the world for the better! 

 

 

 

  We join our siblings in Christ from the Church of 

the Master for Maundy Thursday (April 14, 7pm) to 

celebrate the meal that is meant for us all to enjoy. 

There will also be an opportunity for hand-washing, 

for those who so choose, so that we remember 

Jesus’ desire for us all to love one another. The worship begins at 7pm here at Covenant. 

 

 

 

  Again, we join our siblings in Christ from Church 

of the Master here at Covenant for Good Friday 

(April 15, 7pm). As in years past, we will provide a 

Service of the Nails for us to understand the 

immense love Jesus had for us then on Calvary, and 

still to this day. There will be an opportunity for you 

to place a nail in the cross, if you wish.  

 

 

 

  On Easter Sunday (April 17), you are invited to start 

your day early at 7am, as we catch the first glimpse of 

the Resurrection dawn through a collection of Scripture 

and hymns, culminating in a thanksgiving for our 

baptism that unites us to that Resurrection hope meant 

for us all! 



 

 

  Finally, we celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord at 

9am on Easter Sunday (April 17), with the help of a 

brass quintet and our handbell choir, as we proclaim 

with all we have that Christ is Risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

From all of us at the Lutheran Church of the Covenant, we pray God’s blessings 

of Resurrection hope and new life for you and yours this Easter season and 

always! Christ is Risen for you! 

 

 
   Our next congregational meeting is scheduled for 

Sunday, May 1, immediately following the worship. We 

hope you can join us as we discuss the ministry of our 

Covenant family to each other and beyond! As always, we 

wish to thank you for being part of this wonderful 

community of faith, which is made possible by your 

continued generosity, not only financially, but with your 

time and talents. Also, with that in mind, in this newsletter, 

you will find our latest budget, which has been approved by 

our council. This will serve as needed jumping-off point to consider where we are as a 

congregation, and what we wish to do going forward. Again, we ask you that you plan ahead for 

May 1, and be a part of these needed conversations that impact our Covenant family. Continue to 

be well, dear church!   
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Covenant Lutheran Women Annual Plant 

Sale 
 

Order forms are coming. As soon as 
Arlene Lasher has the dates for order 
deadline confirmed for April, it will be 

announced in bulletin and on the website.  
 
 


