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We welcome you to worship here at the Lutheran Church of the Covenant! Here are a 

few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise this God of new life together! 
 

 Bulletins and Communion (wheat or gluten-free wafers, wine or grape juice 

options) are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary.  

 Portions marked with * are when we invite you to stand as you are able to do so. 

 We encourage you to participate throughout the worship by speaking the bold 

print and singing along with the hymns! 

 There will not be a separate time for an offering, so a basket is placed in the back 

for those who wish to support our local ministry as well as the wider church. 

 We will commune from our respective seats, where the presiding minister will 

invite you to open your respective cups with the Communion elements. We 

believe this meal is for everyone who wishes to partake, regardless of church 

affiliation or lack thereof. This tangible gift of God’s love is meant for the world 

to enjoy! 

 

Our Worship Leaders & Staff 
 

Ministers All People 

Presiding Minister Bishop Laura Barbins  

Organist Robin Crawford 

Lector Bert Zahn 

Parish Administrator Jennifer Lasher-Dobush 

Custodian Vince Besednjak 

 

The Lutheran Church of the Covenant 

19000 Libby Rd. 

Maple Heights, OH 44137 

Phone: 216-662-0370, Website:covenantmaplehts.org, Email: covenantlc@sbcglobal.net
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Second Sunday after Pentecost 

This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the nature of sin. The church’s repeated 

celebration of holy communion counters this reality in a continued showing forth of the 

death and Resurrection of Jesus until he comes again. It is a dramatic declaration of 

“how much God has done for you.” 

 

Prelude  Partita on “Nettleton” (Fedak)  

 

Welcome & Greetings 
 

*Confession & Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, uniting us as one 

family in Christ, and setting us free to serve as his disciples for the sake of the world. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen! 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have not always followed a path of steadfast love 

but have often chosen our own way. 

Instead of putting others before ourselves, 

we long to take the best seats at the table. 

When met by those in need, 

we have too frequently passed by on the other side. 

Set us again on the path of new life and hope. 

Save us from ourselves, 

and free us to love our neighbors with joy. 

Amen! 
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Hear the good news! 

God does not deal with us according to our sins 

but thoroughly delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are set free to love as God loves the whole world. 

Amen! 
 

*Gathering Hymn      Rise, Shine, You People   ELW #665 

 

*Greeting 

 

The grace of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all! And also with you. 

 

Canticle of Praise     Now the Feast   

 

 

 

 
(continued) 
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Prayer of the Day  

 

O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world, including our own. In 

your mercy, set us free from the chains that bind us to serve you with hope and love in 

the world you still adore, through Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior and Lord. Amen! 

 

First Lesson      Isaiah 65:1-9 

The prophet announces God’s impatience. The people’s self-absorption is idolatry, and 

images of practices that displease God fill this reading. Like a vintner who crushes the 

grape to release the wine, God will use Israel’s exile to establish a new community of the 

faithful. 

 

 1I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, 

  to be found by those who did not seek me. 

 I said, “Here I am, here I am,” 

  to a nation that did not call on my name. 

 2I held out my hands all day long 

  to a rebellious people, 

 who walk in a way that is not good, 

  following their own devices; 

 3a people who provoke me 

  to my face continually, 

 sacrificing in gardens 

  and offering incense on bricks; 

 4who sit inside tombs, 

  and spend the night in secret places; 

 who eat swine’s flesh, 

  with broth of abominable things in their vessels; 

 5who say, “Keep to yourself, 

  do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” 

 These are a smoke in my nostrils, 

  a fire that burns all day long. 

 6See, it is written before me: 

  I will not keep silent, but I will repay; 

 I will indeed repay into their laps 

  7their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, 

 says the LORD; 
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 because they offered incense on the mountains 

  and reviled me on the hills, 

 I will measure into their laps 

  full payment for their actions. 

 8Thus says the LORD: 

 As the wine is found in the cluster, 

  and they say, “Do not destroy it, 

  for there is a blessing in it,” 

 so I will do for my servants’ sake, 

  and not destroy them all. 

 9I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, 

  and from Judah inheritors of my mountains; 

 my chosen shall inherit it, 

  and my servants shall settle there. 

 

Word of God, word of life!  Thanks be to God! 

 

Psalm    Psalm 22:19-28 

The bold verses are sung by the congregation using the tone below. 

 
Antiphon: In the midst of the assembly I will praise you. (Ps. 22:22) 

 

 19But you, O LORD, be not | far away; 

  O my help, hasten | to my aid. 

 20Deliver me | from the sword, 

  my life from the power | of the dog. 
 21Save me from the | lion’s mouth! 

  From the horns of wild bulls you have | rescued me. 

 22I will declare your name | to my people; 
  in the midst of the assembly | I will praise you.  Antiphon 

 23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory. 

  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off- | spring of Israel. 

 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the 

LORD’s face hid- | den from them; 

  but when they cry out, | the LORD hears them. 
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 25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever!  
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 
  who rules o- | ver the nations.  Antiphon 

 

Second Lesson Galatians 3:23-29 

For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with God but with other 

believers. Those who call themselves children of God experience a transformation that 

removes prejudices of race, social class, or gender in favor of true unity in Christ. 

 
      23Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith 

would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that 

we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to 

a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27As many 

of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no 

longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 

for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then you are 

Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. 

 

Word of God, word of life! Thanks be to God! 

 

* Gospel Verse   
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*Gospel             Luke 8:26-39 

Jesus’ mission includes foreigners and his authority extends to the casting out of demons. 

Some who witness Jesus’ work are seized with confusion and fear, but the man who was 

healed is commissioned to give testimony to God’s mercy and power. 

 

The Gospel according to Luke 8th chapter.                      Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
       26Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is 

opposite Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. 

For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 
28When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What 

have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment 

me”—29for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many 

times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but 

he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked 

him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 31They 

begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. 

 32Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged 

Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then the demons came out of 

the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and 

was drowned. 

 34When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and 

in the country. 35Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to 

Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, 

clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told them 

how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. 37Then all the people 

of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were 

seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38The man from whom the 

demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 
39“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” So he went away, 

proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him. 

 

This is the holy Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day    I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me ELW #860 

 

*Apostles Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ,  

 God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.   
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* Prayers of Intercession      

United in Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and 

all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, you hear the cries of all your precious children. Equip your whole church, 

including our Covenant family, with those who reveal the continuous call of your 

outstretched hands and your promises of a home in you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

You hear the cries of the earth. Restore places where land, air, and waterways have been 

harmed. Guide us to develop and implement sources of energy and food production that 

do not destroy the earth. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

You hear the cries of those who suffer. Come to the aid of all who are homeless, naked, 

hungry, and sick. Bring peace to any experiencing mental illness, that they can clearly 

recognize your loving presence. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

You hear the cries of those who celebrate and those who grieve on this Father’s Day. 

Nurture mutual love and tender care in all relationships. Comfort those for whom this day 

brings sadness or longing. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for the faithful departed whose lives proclaimed all you had done for 

them. At the last, unite us with them as we make our home in you God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with the Holy Spirit, we entrust 

these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. Amen! 

* Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
                     The     Lord   be   with    you.   And       al-so    with   you. 

 
              Lift  up    your   hearts.       We    lift  them    to   the     Lord. 



12 

 

 
               Let  us     give    thanks    to   the    Lord    our       God.         It   is 

 
               right     to     give     God        thanks      and            praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

Holy God,  

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,  

in the harmonious world of your creation,  

the plants and animals,  

the seas and stars  

were whole and well in your praise.  

  

When sin had scarred the world,  

you sent your Son to heal our ills  

and to form us again into one.  

  

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

  

Remembering, therefore,  

his acts of healing,  

his body given up,  

and his victory over death,  

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth  

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.  

  

Holy Spirit, continue to come upon us and upon this meal:  

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,  

so let your church be gathered from the ends of the earth,  

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Through him all glory and honor is yours,  
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Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

both now and forever. Amen! 

 

 Our Father in heaven, 

     hallowed be your name, 

     your kingdom come, 

     your will be done,  

     on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

     as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

     and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

     and the glory are yours, 

     now and forever. Amen. 

 

*Invitation to Communion 

 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. 

Taste the banquet of everlasting life! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Communion 

 

Music Interlude   Siciliana on “The Call”  (Wagner)   

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Life-giving God, 

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 

and fed us with your mercy. 

Now send us forth to live for others, 

both friend and stranger, 

that all may know your never-ending love. 

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our Risen Lord. Amen! 
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*Blessing 

The God of peace, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you, comfort you, 

and show you the path of life 

this day and always. Amen! 

 

*Sending Hymn       Praise the One, Who Breaks the Darkness ELW #843 

 

*Dismissal 

 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor as yourselves! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude    Azmon  (Bender) 

 

Praying Together 
... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating: Gayle Agg, Bob 

Buettner, Joan Clarke, Barbara Fossa, Carolyn Frajter, Ken Frajter, Donna Franz, Nealie 

Gage, Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett, Rosa Garnett, Clare Hanusz, Alex Hohenstein, 

Dylan King, Jason Lanese, Sara Mendes, Debbie Morris, Phyllis Nemeth, Sam Reddig, 

Steve Senderak, Gary Smith, Arlene Stoltz, Marie Storms, Tom Susanek, Phyllis 

Treichel, Phyllis Welker, Wilma Dancy, Bill Helmick, Nancy Helmick, Robert 

Lambrecht, Kim (Novak) Leonhardt, Laura Mele, Judy Morgan, Kris Sandor, Bill 

Wilkens, Eugene Winfrey, the Copeland/Lane Family, The Pickens Family, at the death 

of Bruce Pickens (Sandy Frajter’s husband). 

 

We continue our ministry with neighboring 

congregations to serve a FREE meal to the 

community on the fourth Thursday of the month. 

So, this Thursday, June 23 (4:30-6pm), we invite you 

to join us downstairs in our fellowship hall for a 

FREE meal. Help us spread the word not only about 

the food, but for the important to opportunity sit 

down together and enjoy each other’s company! 
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Welcome Bishop Barbins! 
  We are honored to have with us this morning our Bishop of our 

Northeastern Ohio Synod (ELCA), Bishop Laura Barbins! Laura 

Barbins was elected bishop on September 11, 2020, and took 

office December 1, 2020. Prior to her call to the Office of Bishop, 

she was the pastor of Celebration Lutheran, Chardon, Ohio for 19 

years, Interim Pastor at Messiah Lutheran, Fairview Park, Ohio 

for 1 year, and Associate Pastor for Youth at Holy Trinity, 

Nashville, Tennessee for 2 years. Holding a PhD in New Testament and Homiletics, 

Bishop Barbins has also been Adjunct Professor for Preaching at Trinity Seminary at 

Capital University since 2018. Bishop Barbins lives in Mentor, Ohio with her husband 

and four daughters. When able, she enjoys gardening and travel. We greatly appreciate 

you being here with us, Bishop Barbins! 

 
     We will start worshiping from our parking lot on Sunday, July 
3 (9am), and will continue to do so through the months of July 

and August. For next Sunday, June 26, we will worship in our 

sanctuary. When we worship outside, bulletins and Communion 

will be available to be picked up by the side office door, and you 
will be invited to remain in your car or bring your own lawn chair, 

and enjoy the Creation, as we praise the still-Creating God! If the 
weather does not cooperate for any of those Sundays in July and 

August, we will move into the sanctuary.  

 
To The Glory of God and in loving memory of Linda Wright, memorials were given by 

Claudia & Steve Senderak and Arlene Lasher. 
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Lectionary Blog: Jesus Fights Marginalization 

 
The story of the demoniac(s) in a land across the sea from Galilee is told in each of the 

Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke). In each case, Jesus goes to a literally 

foreign land—culturally and religiously distinct from Galilee—to free someone from a 

legion of demons. Luke’s version of this story focuses on how Jesus reincorporates into 

society a man who has been purposefully and intentionally marginalized by that same 

society for a long time. 

The Gospel reading notes that the man had not worn clothing for a long time and lived 

among the tombs (Luke 8:27). Further, guards had been assigned to keep him there, 

where he was repeatedly chained and bound even though the fetters weren’t effective. 

Yet, when the man broke free and escaped his guards, he didn’t run into town to terrorize 

people. Instead, he was driven into the wilderness (29). Both humans and demons 

cooperated to keep this poor man away from people. 

Further, it seems that this poor, possessed man was accustomed to being tortured. 

Certainly, he was tormented by his demons. But we should differentiate between the man 

and the spirit(s) possessing him, as Jesus does. Jesus spoke to the unclean spirit(s) (29-

32) but also directly to the man (38). When the man asked Jesus not to torture him as part 

of the potential exorcism (28-29), I understand that he had probably been the victim of 

several human attempts to rid him of his demons that did more to harm than dispel the 

evil that plagued him. In any case, those guards were assigned to repeatedly lock him in 

chains and keep him imprisoned among the tombs. This is one of the many points of 

invitation into the text for us. 

All too often in our day, humans and evil spirits cooperate to impoverish, marginalize, 

other, abuse and incarcerate folks. And all too often, well-meaning people attempt to use 

their insights to help the afflicted and marginalized, but their efforts are torturous rather 

than liberatory. Several contemporary policies spring to mind, such as the so-called 

“conversion therapy” or efforts to criminalize rather than support people in difficult 

situations. 

Hear the good news: Jesus didn’t torture the man. He didn’t even torture the unclean 

spirit(s)—he gave them exactly what they asked for (which leads to the removal of their 

ability to harm other humans). In fact, Jesus reversed the man’s situation completely. 
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Instead of being naked, imprisoned, excluded, exiled and bound, Jesus returned the man 

to his city clothed, free of demons and free of human bondage (35, 39). Where humans 

and unclean spirits had teamed up to control the man, Jesus gave him total freedom. He 

insisted that the man not be driven from his home again but should stay in his town as a 

testimony to the liberative work of Jesus. 

But we must notice the townspeople’s reaction: they were afraid when they saw this man, 

formerly naked, raving, shackled and dangerous, sitting in his right mind and talking to 

Jesus (35). In fact, they asked Jesus to leave because of their great fear (37). Why were 

they afraid? While the possessed man was no longer a physical or spiritual threat, Jesus 

was! Jesus was a threat to that society’s ability to exile and incarcerate their problems. If 

their torturous efforts to control the man didn’t work, they would simply lock up the 

scary man and throw away the key. But Jesus reintroduced that man to society and took 

away their excuse for chaining him up and assigning guards to keep him among the 

tombs. The townspeople weren’t afraid of the demons as much as they were of the one 

who showed them how they had been cooperating with the spirits to keep this man 

oppressed and marginalized. 

In this Gospel text, Jesus dares us to ask ourselves who we don’t want to think about. 

Who have we locked up and thrown away the key? Who have we tried to help and ended 

up hurting, and maybe even torturing, in the process? Rest assured, Jesus is with 

them. Jesus works to fight the ways we have cooperated with evil to marginalize people. 

It doesn’t matter if the chain is forged in iron or in demonic possession: Jesus comes to 

break it. And he hopes that our response to his re-inclusion of those whom we have 

excluded will be joy, rather than fear. 

This Lectionary Blog, and other resources for the journey of faith, available at 

LivingLutheran.org. 

 
 

Cory Driver is an ELCA missionary serving as the director of graduate 

studies at the Evangelical Theological Seminary of Cairo (Egypt). His 

book on wilderness spirituality, Life Unsettled, is available from Fortress 

Press. 

 

 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/cory-driver/
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     We have started updating our 
Covenant congregation directory, not only 
with revised phone numbers, email and 
physical/mailing addresses, but also 
including pictures with this one as well. 
However, we’re going to try something 
new this time around. Instead of having 
you come to Covenant for an appointment 
with a photographer, we’re inviting you to 
send in your own picture of yourself, you 
and your loved one, or your family. This 

does not have to be professionally done. Feel free to make it your own. Make it 
fun and creative, if you like. Take it outside in nature. Include your pets, if you 
want. It can be in-the-moment laughter. We would like this to be an enjoyable 
Covenant family project for the summer. Then, you can send the picture in via 
email, mail, or dropping it off at the church. If you need help taking a picture, 
please contact Jen at the church office, and we will be happy to make 
arrangements to do so.  
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