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   We welcome you to worship here at the Lutheran Church of the Covenant! As long as 

the weather cooperates, we gather outside in God’s Creation worship with singing and 

loud shouts of praise (if not, we will worship in the sanctuary).   
 

 Bulletins and Communion (wheat or gluten-free wafers, wine or grape juice 

options) are available to be picked up at the side driveway. Please keep in mind 

potential wind that may affect your Communion cups.  

 You may stay in your vehicle or setup a chair anywhere you like. Speakers will be 

set up front by the worship leaders so that everyone can hear and participate from 

their respective spots. 

 We encourage you to participate throughout the worship by speaking the bold 

print and singing along with the hymns! 

 You will not be asked to stand during the worship, so feel free to remain seated 

throughout.  

 An offering basket is placed up-front by the podium. 

 

Our Worship Leaders & Staff 
Ministers All People 

Presiding Minister The Rev. Bradley Ross 

Pianist Robin Crawford 

Lector Bert Zahn 

Parish Administrator Jennifer Lasher-Dobush 

Custodian Vince Besednjak 

 

The Lutheran Church of the Covenant 

19000 Libby Rd. 

Maple Heights, OH 44137 

Phone: 216-662-0370     Website: covenantmaplehts.org  

Email: covenantlc@sbcglobal.net 
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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind is to reflect 

God’s mercy in responding to one’s neighbor. That mercy found its most profound 

expression in the “gospel that has come to you”—namely the life, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to us again today: at the table and from the 

pulpit. It is very near to you! 

 

Prelude   The Love of God  (Walz) 

 

Welcome & Greetings 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, uniting us as one 

family in Christ, and setting us free to serve as his disciples for the sake of the world. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen! 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have not always followed a path of steadfast love 

but have often chosen our own way. 

Instead of putting others before ourselves, 

we long to take the best seats at the table. 

When met by those in need, 

we have too frequently passed by on the other side. 

Help us to see the path of new life and hope. 

Save us from ourselves, 

and free us to love our neighbors with joy. Amen! 
 

Hear the good news! 

God does not deal with us according to our sins 

but thoroughly delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
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In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are set free to love as God loves the whole world. Amen! 

 

Gathering Hymn      Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee   ELW #836 

 
Greeting 

 

The grace of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all! And also with you. 
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Canticle of Praise     Now the Feast   
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Prayer of the Day  

 

O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care. Hear the 

cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen! 

 

 

First Lesson                          Deuteronomy 30:9-14 

Moses calls the people who are about to enter the promised land to renew the covenant 

God made with their ancestors. Through this covenant God gives life and asks for 

obedience. God’s commandment is neither burdensome nor too far off, but dwells in the 

people’s hearts. 
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       9The LORD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in 

the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the 

LORD will again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your 

ancestors, 10when you obey the LORD your God by observing his commandments and 

decrees that are written in this book of the law, because you turn to the LORD your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul. 

 11Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, 

nor is it too far away. 12It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to 

heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” 13Neither is it 

beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, 

and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” 14No, the word is very near to 

you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe. 

 

Word of God, word of life!  Thanks be to God! 

 

Psalm    Psalm 25:1-10 

The bold verses are sung by the congregation using the tone below 

 
Antiphon: Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths. (Ps. 25:4) 

 

 1To | you, O LORD, 

  I lift | up my soul. 

 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 

 4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
  and teach | me your paths.  Antiphon 

 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 

 6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 

  for they are from | everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness,    

        O LORD. 
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 8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 

  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 

  and teach the low- | ly your way. 

 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.  Antiphon 

 

Second Lesson Colossians 1:1-14 

The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of various false teachings. 

The first part of the letter is an expression of thanks for the faith, hope, and love that 

mark this community, including a prayer for strength and courage. 

 
       1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

 2To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:  

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 

 3In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4for 

we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 
5because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the 

word of the truth, the gospel 6that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing 

in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard 

it and truly comprehended the grace of God. 7This you learned from Epaphras, our 

beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8and he has 

made known to us your love in the Spirit. 

 9For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and 

asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom 

and understanding, 10so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, 

as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 11May 

you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may 

you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the 

Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light.  
13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his 

beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Word of God, word of life! Thanks be to God! 

 



9 

 

Gospel Verse   

 
Gospel             Luke 10:25-37 

Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest commandment. He 

tells a parable rich in surprises: those expected to show pity display hard hearts while 

the lowly give and receive unexpected and lavish mercy. 

The Gospel according to Luke, 10th chapter.                      Glory to you, O Lord! 
     25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 
27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 
28And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 

 29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus 

replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of 

robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by 

chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the 

other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 

the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he 

was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and 

wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care 

of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 

‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 
36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 

the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and 

do likewise.” 

 

This is the holy Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 
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Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day   Oh, Praise the Gracious Power ELW #651 
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Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ,  

 God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.   

 

Prayers of Intercession      

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

Good and gracious God, you have placed your word of love in the heart of your whole 

church, including with our Covenant family. Fill all your precious children with 

compassion, that we may bear the fruit of your healing mercy to a broken world. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 
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You created the earth with seeds sprouting up to new life. We hope for the flourishing of 

fruit trees and orchards, vines and bushes. Prosper the work of those who plant, tend, 

harvest, and gather. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Show us your ways and teach us your paths of justice and love. Raise up local 

community and national leaders to challenge and dismantle societal structures that 

perpetuate ethnic and religious discrimination. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Come near to all in need. Orchestrate kindness in the face of cruelty, hope where there is 

despair, love in the face of neglect, comfort where there is death, and healing in illness. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Turn our Covenant community of faith toward neighbors in need. Bring aid and support 

to those who are poor, beaten down, abused, forgotten, silenced, or avoided. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for the saints who revealed your love and mercy in this life. Inspired by 

their witness, strengthen us to live in hope. God of grace, hear our prayer.  

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with the Holy Spirit, we entrust 

these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. Amen! 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

 
                     The     Lord   be   with    you.   And       al-so    with   you. 

 
              Lift  up    your   hearts.       We    lift  them    to   the     Lord. 

 
               Let  us     give    thanks    to   the    Lord    our       God.         It   is 

 
               right     to     give     God        thanks      and            praise. 
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It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always off thanks and praise to 

you, O God, through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow his way of humble service and 

love. And so with the church on earth and the host of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

Holy God,  

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,  

in the harmonious world of your creation,  

the plants and animals,  

the seas and stars  

were whole and well in your praise.  

When sin had scarred the world,  
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you sent your Son to heal our ills  

and to form us again into one.  

  

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

  

Remembering, therefore,  

his acts of healing,  

his body given up,  

and his victory over death,  

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth  

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.  

  

Holy Spirit, continue to come upon us and upon this meal:  

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,  

so let your church be gathered from the ends of the earth,  

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours,  

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

both now and forever.  

Amen! 
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 Our Father in heaven, 

     hallowed be your name, 

     your kingdom come, 

     your will be done,  

     on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

     as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

     and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

     and the glory are yours, 

     now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. 

Taste the banquet of everlasting life! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Communion 

 

Music Interlude     My Lord, What a Morning  (Thygerson) 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Life-giving God, 

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 

and fed us with your mercy. 

Now send us forth to live for others, 

both friend and stranger, 

that all may know your never-ending love. 

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our Risen Lord.  

Amen! 
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Blessing 

The God of peace, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you, comfort you, 

and show you the path of life 

this day and always. Amen! 

 

Sending Hymn       The Spirit Sends Us Forth ELW #551 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor as yourselves! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude     Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  (Lopez) 

 

Last Week General Fund receipts for week ending 7/3/2022: $2328 

To the glory of God, and in loving memory of Bob Buettner, memorials were given by 

Barb Gaglione, Paula & Alex Hohenstein, Arlene Lasher, Karl & Sandra Schefft, Richard 

& Jane Schefft, Claudia & Steve Senderak, and Peggy Smith. 

 

Praying Together 
... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating: Gayle Agg, Joan 

Clarke, Barbara Fossa, Carolyn Frajter, Ken Frajter, Donna Franz, Nealie Gage, Barb 

Gaglione, Michelle Garnett, Rosa Garnett, Clare Hanusz, Alex Hohenstein, Dylan King, 

Jason Lanese, Sara Mendes, Debbie Morris, Phyllis Nemeth, Mary Ann Noll, Sam 

Reddig, Steve Senderak, Gary Smith, Arlene Stoltz, Marie Storms, Tom Susanek, Phyllis 

Treichel, Phyllis Welker, Wilma Dancy, Bill Helmick, Nancy Helmick, Robert 

Lambrecht, Kim (Novak) Leonhardt, Laura Mele, Judy Morgan, Kris Sandor, Bill 

Wilkens, Eugene Winfrey, the Copeland/Lane Family. 

 

 

     We join our siblings in Christ of Church of the Master for another 

summer of Picnic & Praise on Wednesday’s through July 27, starting 

at 6pm with a potluck meal (feel free to bring something to offer to 

eat, if you like) and moving into a time of song and Scripture with 

reflection. We will gather at Master for the final time this Wednesday, 

July 13, and then here at Covenant for July 20 and 27. Come, let us 

worship the Lord! 
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Ask the Complicated Questions ACS #1005 
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Lectionary Blog: It’s Not that Hard… 
Recently a wise friend and spiritual director talked with me about her theology and the 

essential role that feeling God’s delights plays in forming mature Christians. She pointed 

out that infants learn their first social cues by noticing that they can cause delight in their 

parents. When a baby does something cute and we smile and then repeats it and we smile 

or laugh again, the child learns on several deep levels that she can affect the big people 

who are essentially her whole world. All future social interactions between children and 

caregivers stem from this most basic lesson: a child can cause delight. If infants, toddlers 

and children don’t see delight in the faces of those who care for them, forming bonds 

becomes incredibly difficult. 

In this week’s Deuteronomy passage, God promises to be the delighted parent. God will 

rejoice over the Israelites as God rejoiced over their parents (30:9). And just as a laugh, 

coo or funny face comes naturally to a baby and causes delight to parents, God wants 

delightful obedience to come naturally to the holy community (30:10). 

God also insists that obedience to the law is not out of the people’s grasp. The law isn’t in 

heaven or under the sea but in the mouths and hearts of the community that God has 

created and brought together (30:11-14). The commandments aren’t too difficult for 

people! 

Of course, everybody falls short and misses the mark from time to time. That doesn’t 

surprise God. Accordingly, God designed the sacrificial system as part of the law. Even 

before Christian sanctification, there is this notion that most folks can follow most of 

God’s law most of the time without too much difficulty. In a couple weeks, we’ll hear 

Jesus say that even evil people know how to be good when they choose to be (Luke 

11:13). I would argue that Martin Luther shared this understanding, which undergirds his 

first use of the law to curb violence. Humans have power to curb (some/most of) their 

own violence once instructed in the law. Even before the work of sanctification, a basic 

obedience to the law is possible and desirable, both for minimizing injustice and for 

pleasing God. 

It’s precisely this context, in which obedience to the law is thought to be both possible 

and desirable, that shapes Jesus’ conversation with an expert on the law (Luke 10:25-37). 

The lawyer asked Jesus a question to trap him: What must I do to have eternal life? Jesus, 

knowing that this person was an expert in the law, turned the question back to him. The 
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lawyer, no slouch, quoted Deuteronomy 6:5, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

…,” and Leviticus 19:18, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” This was a suitable answer 

for Jesus, who said, “Do this and you will live.” 

The lawyer was hoping to trap Jesus—instead they ended up agreeing with one another. 

This would never do, so the lawyer asked, “And who is my neighbor?” In response, Jesus 

told a parable: 

A man left the holy city and went to a cursed town (Joshua 6:26, 1 Kings 16:34). On his 

way, he was beaten by robbers. Completely as an accident of fate, a priest was going 

down also, saw the man and avoided him. A Levite came to the place and also avoided 

the beaten man. Then a Samaritan who was on a journey (he probably had no reason to be 

going up to or coming down from Jerusalem) came upon the man, treated his wounds and 

paid for safe lodging. An honest-to-God good Samaritan! No expert in the law could 

believe in such kindness from the apostates! 

Jesus didn’t tell this story in order to tell the lawyer that Samaritans were good or that 

priests were bad. Instead, he told the story specifically to answer the lawyer’s question: 

Who is my neighbor (Luke 10:29-30)? To make sure that the lawyer understood his 

point, Jesus asked, “Who was a neighbor to the man?” The expert in the law couldn’t 

even bear to say the word “Samaritan.” Instead he choked out: “The one who showed him 

compassion.” Jesus told the lawyer to go and do likewise—love across ethno-religious 

boundaries your neighbor, whoever is in your path. 

Friends, we don’t know if the lawyer followed Jesus or not. We don’t know if the Spirit 

changed his heart and life. But we do know that Jesus told him to love his neighbor, 

even—maybe especially—the neighbors who made him uncomfortable. That is just the 

basic requirement for being human. 

Being a Christian, empowered with the love of Jesus to help bring the kingdom of God to 

earth, is hard work. We, as humans, are insufficient to that task without the Spirit. But 

you know what, loving your neighbor, being a decent human being, should be as natural 

as a baby making sounds or funny faces. And loving our neighbor causes God delight. 

We have hard work to do in realizing the fullness of the kingdom of God, to be sure. So 

let’s not get hung up on the basic stuff. Loving your neighbor isn’t that hard.                           

– Cory Driver (LivingLutheran.org)                                                                 


