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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, July 26, 2026
9:00 am



Here are a few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise the
God of new life!

Bulletins are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary.
We encourage you to participate throughout worship by speaking the
bold print and singing along with the hymns. An asterisk * indicates
when you are invited to stand, as you are comfortable.

All are welcome to come forward for communion. The ushers will
guide you. Juice and gluten-free wafers are available; please let your
server know if you need either of these.

A basket for offerings is at the rear of the sanctuary.

A children’s table is located at the back of the sanctuary, where you'll
find some books and activities to help children feel more at home in
worship.

Serving in Worship Today

Presiding Minister Rev. Andrea McDonough
Organist Gerry Mass

Assisting Minister Ted Lockiller

Lector Barb Gaglione

Crucifer Adrian Bernardo
Offering Bearer Maggie Hernandez
Parish Administrator Jennifer Lasher-Dobush

Custodian Vanessa Petrakos



*Dismissal

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Praying Together

... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating:
Gayle Agg, Nora Beach, Vince Besesdnjak, Joan Clarke, Chuck Dickey,
Bill Flick, Dan Fleming, Barbara Fossa, Alan Fugo and family, Donna
Franz, Risa Gabor, Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett, Rosa Garnett,
Jane Gradert, Marge (Shriver) Katarzynski, Dorrie Kearns, Dylan King,
Karen Kipfsthul, Elaine Knerem, Nel Lanese, Jennifer Lewane, Phyllis
Nemeth, Patti Novak, Dick Ptak, Madeline Ptak, Ginny Robinson,
Steve Senderak, Claude, Starks, Arlene Stoltz, Barb Toth, Verl William-
son, Maud Wright, Charlotte Zaranka, Wilma Dancy, Bill Helmick,
Nancy Helmick, Robert Lambrecht, Laura Mele, Judy Morgan, Kris
Sandor, Lois Williams, Eugene Winfrey, the Copeland/Lane Family.

Last Week
General Fund receipts for week ending 7/19/2026: $

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost— July 26, 2026

With One Voice, setting five: This summer we are worshiping using the
Bread of Life setting, a beloved liturgical setting that first appeared in
With One Voice, a supplement to our Lutheran hymnal. Known for its sim-
ple, flowing melodies and accessible congregational responses, this setting
has been sung in Lutheran congregations for decades.

Welcome & Announcements

Prelude: Come Ye Sinners Poor & Needy Handbell sextet

*Confession & Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and
glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit *+ keep you in eternal life. Amen



*Gathering Hymn: Awake O Sleeper WOV #745
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1 A - wake,O sleep-er, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light;
2 To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear re - lease,
3 Then walk in love as  Christ has loved, who died that he might save;
4 For us Christ lived, for us he died, and con-quered in the strife.
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so  learn his love, its  length and breadth, its  full - ness,depth, and height.
to  give the Spir-it’s u - ni-ty, the ver - y bond of peace.

with kind and gen - tle  hearts for-give as God in Christ for - gave.
A - wake, a-rise, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Gliser, 1784-1829

Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg I'ortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Sending Hymn: Soon and Very Soon WOV # 744
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1 Soon and ver - y soon
2 No more cry - in’ there, " -
s we are goin’ to see the King,
3 No more dy - in’ there,
4 Soon and ver - y soon
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soon and ver - y soon
no more cry - in’ there . -
y-m ’ we are goin’ to see the King,
no more dy - in’ there,
soon and ver - y soon
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soon and ver - y soon
no more cry -in’ there . :
Y ’ we are goin’ to see the King.

no more dy - in’ there,
soon and ver - y soon
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Hal-le - lu - jah, hal-le - lu - jah, we’re goin’ to see the King!

Coda after stanza 4
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Text: Andraé Crouch, b. 1945
Music: VERY SOON, Andraé Crouch
Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen

*Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heav-
en, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have re-
ceived the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and
he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life,
now and forever. Amen

*Blessing
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen

*Hymn of Praise
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*Eucharistic Prayer

*The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion Hymn
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*Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through
Christ our Lord. In him you have received us as your children, made us
citizens of your kingdom, and given us your Holy Spirit to guide us in-

to all truth. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Sanctus

might, heav - en and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray.

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of
your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By
your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that
comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Moment

First Reading: 1 Kings 3: 5-12
> At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and
God said, “Ask what | should give you.” ® And Solomon said, “You
have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great
and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne to-
day.  And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in
place of my father David, although | am only a little child; | do not
know how to go out or come in. ° And your servant is in the midst of
the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they
cannot be numbered or counted. ’ Give your servant, therefore, an
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between
good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”

91t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ** God said to
him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself
long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for
yourself understanding to discern what is right, *“1 now do according
to your word. Indeed, | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one
like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after

”n

you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 119:129-136
2?Your de- ! crees are wonderful;
therefore | obey them with Lall my heart.
*\When your word is opened ! it gives light;
it gives understanding ' to the simple.
31| open my ! mouth and pant
because | long for | your commandments.
*2Turn to me and be gra- ! cious to me,
as you always do to those who ! love your name.
32 Order my footsteps ! in your word:
let no iniquity have dominion I over me.
34 Rescue me from those | who oppress me,
and | will keep ! your commandments.
135 Let your face shine up- ' on your servant
and teach ! me your statutes.
% My eyes shed ! streams of tears,
because people do not ' keep your teaching.

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39

?° The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too
deep for words. *” And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints accord-
ing to the will of God.

% We know that all things work together for good for those who
love God, who are called according to his purpose. >’ For those whom
he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. *°
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
*“What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us,

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peo-
ples’ stories with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your
love from which we can never be separated. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care
and recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles,
pain, and uncertainty. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else
that distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the on-
going gift of creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which
came before, we give you thanks. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness,
we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ
Jesus. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

*Offertory Hymn: O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing
Handbell Sextet

*Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what
you have first given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions,
signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who

offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



*Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Trusting in God'’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for
the church, the world, and all of creation.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy com-
mittees, those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as dea-
cons or pastors, and all who seek to lead your disciples in any way.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of
your presence among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems,
from national parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

who is against us? ** He who did not withhold his own Son but gave
him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything
else? ** Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who
justifies. >* Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who
was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes
for us. > Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction
or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword?
 As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

*”No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him
who loved us. ** For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor pow-
ers, °” nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. Glory to you
O Lord.

*! Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his
field;*” it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air
come and make nests in its branches.”

**He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour
until all of it was leavened.”

“““The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a
man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he
has and buys that field.

“>“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; “° on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that
he had and bought it.

“7“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into
the sea and caught fish of every kind; ““ when it was full, they drew it
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the
bad. *” So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out
and separate the evil from the righteous °° and throw them into the
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

> “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” °* And he
said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in
the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings
out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

*Hymn of the Day: Seek Ye First The Kingdom of God
WOV # 783
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