Postlude

Praying Together

... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating:
Gayle Agg, Nora Beach, Vince Besesdnjak, Joan Clarke, Chuck Dickey,
Bill Flick, Dan Fleming, Eddie Flick, Barbara Fossa, Alan Fugo and fam-
ily, Donna Franz, Risa Gabor, Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett, Rosa
Garnett, Jane Gradert, Dorrie Kearns, Dylan King, Karen Kipfsthul,
Elaine Knerem, Nel Lanese, Jennifer Lewane, Barbara Mingee, Phyllis
Nemeth, Dick Ptak, Madeline Ptak, Ginny Robinson, Steve Senderak,
Arlene Stoltz, Barb Toth, Verl Williamson, Maud Wright, Charlotte
Zaranka, Wilma Dancy, Bill Helmick, Nancy Helmick, Robert Lam-
brecht, Laura Mele, Judy Morgan, Kris Sandor, Lois Williams, Eugene
Winfrey, the Copeland/Lane Family.

Last Week
General Fund receipts for week ending 4/5/2026:$

Second Sunday of Easter

Sunday, April 12, 2026
9:00 am



Here are a few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise

the
God of new life!

Bulletins are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary.
We encourage you to participate throughout worship by speaking
the bold print and singing along with the hymns. An asterisk * indi-
cates when you are invited to stand, as you are comfortable.

All are welcome to come forward for communion. The ushers will
guide you. Juice and gluten-free wafers are available; please let your
server know if you need either of these.

A basket for offerings is at the rear of the sanctuary.

A children’s table is located at the back of the sanctuary, where you'll
find some books and activites to help children feel more at home in

worship.
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*Sending Hymn: Hallelujah! Jesus Lives ELW# 380
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Hal-le - lu - jah! Je - sus lives! He is now the Liv - ing
Je - sus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and mourn - ful
Je - sus lives! And thus, my soul, life ¢ - ter - nal waits for
Je - sus lives! Let all re - joice. Praise him, ran-somed of  the
Hal-le - lu - jah! An - gels, sing! Join with us in hymns of
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praise.
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from the gloom-y halls of death Christ,the con-quer-or, has
Christ who died our broth-er here lives our broth-er still on
joined to Christ, your liv - ing head, where he 1is, you shall be
Praisehim in a no - bler song, cher - u-bim of heav'n-ly
Let your cho - rus swell the strain which our fee - bler voic - es

gone,
high,
too;
birth.
raise:
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bright fore - tun - ner to  the skies of his peo - ple, yet to

o
rise.

lives for-ev - er to  be - stow bless-ings on his church be - low.
with the Lord, at God’sright hand, as a vic - tor you shall stand.

Praise the vic - tor king, whose sway sin and death and hell o

- bey.

Glo -ry to our God a - bove and on earth his peace and love!

Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763—1841; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
Music: FRED TIL BOD, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887

*Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!




*Communion Hymn
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the

o ;  —— —

0
("4 I I I I I I | | | | I ]
|7 4% | Ilg ! P P r &

) ] hd 1 |

world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a -

T T T
r a——— f I ; i
 S—— i | — f !

I
= i o o

way the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Q|

I |
[ |
P — ]

*Post Communion Prayer

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anx-
ious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the na-
tions. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

*Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the
firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless
you now and forever. Amen.

Second Sunday of Easter — April 12, 2026

Prelude
Welcome & Announcements

*Confession and Forgiveness
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!

Blessed be the God of our Savior, Jesus Christ!
God has given us a new birth in the living hope of the resurrection.

God has given us an inheritance that is imperishable and unfading.
In this we rejoice, even when we suffer trials.

For although we have not seen Jesus, we love him; and although we
have not seen him, we believe in him.
For the outcome of our faith is the salvation of our souls.

God has been made known to us  in deeds of power, signs, and
wonders, and will not abandon us if we confess the truth about our
lives

God, you have made known to us the ways of life. Yet, too often, we
put other things above you and turn away from the ways of life
and toward the ways of death. Forgive us and guide us back into
your presence, that we may know the fullness of joy. Amen.

My friends, God is our refuge and will not abandon us.
In Jesus Christ, we are reconciled to God- This is a promise of peace

and joy. Amen. Thanks be to God.



*Gathering Hymn: Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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1 Christ is a - live! Let Chris-tians sing.  The cross  stands
2 Christ is a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - ry in - sult, rift, and war, where col - or,
4 Wom-en and men, in age and youth, can feel the
5 Christ is a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
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emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and homes with
years in Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
scorn, or wealth di - wvide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - it, hear the call, and find the way, the
this and ev - 'ty age, till earth and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch - ing ev - ’ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where e - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.

*Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Eucharistic Prayer

*The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Christ taught us
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



*Great Thanksgiving

Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Creator of the cosmos, Breath of heaven, Lover of us all, you are our
praise, our life, our joy. You are there through desert wanderings and
willful murmurings, rebellious running and tears of complaint. You are
there when sorrow becomes our daily food; you rescue us from ruin
and anoint us with blessing. You are there in stable and temple, river
and hillside, cross and tomb and even beyond the grave. Therefore
we praise you, joining our voices with the eternal chorus of rejoicing
who forever sing:
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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*Hymn of Praise
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*Offertory Hymn: Let The Vineyards be Fruitful ELW # 184
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*Offertory Prayer

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glo-
ry. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when
we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and
blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the
world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.



God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm
and openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and
citizens to work for peace in their nations. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffer-
ing in any way. Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the
inheritance you have prepared for them. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual
affection. Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody
your forgiving and sacrificial love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death
and have joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness
and bring us with them into your glorious presence. Merciful God, re-
ceive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the
hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in
you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Moment

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32

1“2 peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the
crowd]: “* “Fellow Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Naz-
areth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders,
and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves
know “° this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of
those outside the law. “* But God raised him up, having released him
from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held
in its power. “° For David says concerning him,

‘| saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;

““ therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced:;

moreover, my flesh will live in hope.

%’ For you will not abandon my soul to Hades

or let your Holy One experience corruption.
*®You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

*’“Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to
this day. *° Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with
an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his
throne. ** Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Mes-



siah, saying, *Apostles Creed
‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
*2“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God'’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

God'’s Word for God'’s people. The Light has risen!

Psla|m 16 | . was crucified, died, and was buried:;
Protect me, O God, for | take ref- ' uge in you; he descended to the dead.*
| have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good a- ! bove all On the third day he rose again;
ot?er." o - he ascended into heaven,
All my delight is in the godly ﬂliat are 'in the land, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
, upon those who are nollole a- ' mong the people. and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
But those who run after ' other gods | believe in the Holy Spirit,
shall have their troubles | multiplied. the holy catholic church,
“1 will not pour out drink offerings ' to such gods, the communion of saints,
never take their names up- ' on my lips. the forgiveness of sins,
> O LORD, you are my portion ' and my cup; the resurrection of the body,

it is you who up- "hold my lot.

6 . | and the life everlasting. Amen.
My boundaries enclose a ' pleasant land;

indeed, | have a ! rich inheritance. Prayers of the People
71 will bless the LorD who ! gives me counsel; Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
my heart teaches me night | after night. broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

®1 have set the Lorp al- ! ways before me;
because God is at my right hand, | shall I hot be shaken.
”My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- it rejoices;
my body also shall ! rest in hope.
'° For you will not abandon me ! to the grave,
nor let your holy one I see the pit.
““You will show me the ! path of life;

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things
that do not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be
renewed day by day. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning.
Open us to the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to
the complexity of subatomic particles. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.



Hymn of the Day: O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts ELW # 658
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1 O Je - sus, joy of lov. - ing hearts, the fount  of
2 We taste you, ev - er - liv - ing bread, and long to
3 For you our rest - less spir - its yearn, wher - e’er our
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life, the light of all: from ev - 'ry  bliss that earth im -
feast up - on you still; we drink of  you, the foun - tain -
chang-ing  lot is cast; glad, when your smile on us you
mo - ments fair and bright! Oh, chase the night of sin a -
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parts we turn, un - filled, to hear your  call.
head; our thirst - ing souls from  you we fill.
turn, blest, when by faith we hold you fast.
way! Shed o’er the world  your ho - ly light.

Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Ray Palmer, 18081887, alt.
Music: WALTON, W. Gardiner, Sacred Melodies, 1815

in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand
are pleasures for- | evermore.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great
mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ from the dead “ and into an inheritance that
is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, °
who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a sal-
vation ready to be revealed in the last time. ° In this you rejoice, even
if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, ’ so that
the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that,
though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise
and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. ® Although you
have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see
him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and
glorious joy, ” for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the sal-
vation of your souls.

God’s Word for God’s people. The Light has risen!



*Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

*Gospel: John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you O Lord.

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and
the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” %
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ** Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.”
*2\When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. *° If you forgive the sins of any, they are for-
given them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

** But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was
not with them when Jesus came. *° So the other disciples told him,
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the

mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the
nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

> A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?’ Then he said to Thom-
as, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and
put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” “® Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” *” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.”

*Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples
that are not written in this book. ** But these are written so that you
may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,
and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



