*Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude
Praying Together

... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating:
Gayle Agg, Nora Beach, Vince Besesdnjak, Joan Clarke, Chuck Dick-
ey, Bill Flick, Dan Fleming, Eddie Flick, Barbara Fossa, Alan Fugo and
family, Donna Franz, Risa Gabor, Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett,
Rosa Garnett, Jane Gradert, Marge, (Shriver) Katarzynski, Dorrie
Kearns, Dylan King, Karen Kipfsthul, Elaine Knerem, Nel Lanese, Jen-
nifer Lewane, Barbara Mingee, Phyllis Nemeth, Dick Ptak, Madeline
Ptak, Ginny Robinson, Steve Senderak, Arlene Stoltz, Barb Toth,
Verl Williamson, Maud Wright, Charlotte Zaranka, Wilma Dancy, Bill
Helmick, Nancy Helmick, Robert Lambrecht, Laura Mele, Judy Mor-
gan, Kris Sandor, Lois Williams, Eugene Winfrey, the Copeland/Lane
Family.

Last Week
General Fund receipts for week ending 4/19/2026:$ 592.00
General Fund receipts for Palm Sunday 3/29/2026 $ 20.00
General Fund receipts for Easter 4/5/2026 $ 625.00

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Sunday, April 26, 2026
9:00 am



Here are a few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise
the God of new life!

Bulletins are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary.
We encourage you to participate throughout worship by speaking
the bold print and singing along with the hymns. An asterisk * indi-
cates when you are invited to stand, as you are comfortable.

A basket for offerings is at the rear of the sanctuary.

A children’s table is located at the back of the sanctuary, where you'll
find some books and activites to help children feel more at home in
worship.

Serving in Worship Today

Lay Minister Ted Lockmiller

Organist Gerry Mass
Preacher Jen Lasher-Dobush
Lector Mary Kaye Bernardo
Crucifer Adrian Bernardo

Offering Bearer Maggie Hernandez

Parish Administrator Jennifer Lasher-Dobush

Custodian Vanessa Petrakos

*Sending Hymn: What A Fellowship, What a Joy Divine
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*The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Christ taught us

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing

May the God who calls us by name lead us out to green pastures
and lead us into the safety of Christ’s fold. Amen.

Fourth Sunday of Easter — April 26, 2026

Prelude: It Is Well With My Soul United Handbell Choir

*Confession and Forgiveness

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!

We praise you, O God, for giving shape and meaning to the ancient
image of yourself as shepherd through the person of Jesus Christ.
Forgive us, for the times when we fail to reach out and accompany
those who are going through difficult times; those who feel impris-
oned in a valley of shadows and find themselves overwhelmed by
life.

Jesus, good shepherd, help us to take the time and make the space
to hear your call to reveal your love, compassion, and comfort wher-
ever you need us.

Jesus, good shepherd, help us to take the time and make the space
to hear your call to reveal, in tangible and authentic ways, your pas-
sion for those who feel powerless to make any changes for good in
their lives.

Jesus, good shepherd, help us to take the time and make the space
to hear your call to empty ourselves of all that is contrary to your life
within us so that your goodness and mercies are enjoyed, not as re-
wards to be hoarded, but as gifts to be shared.

Jesus himself bore our sins so that, free from sin we might live for
righteousness. For we were going astray like sheep, but now have
been returned to the shepherd and guardian of our souls.

This is the good news: in Jesus Christ we are sought, we are found,
we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!



*Gathering Hymn:The King of Love My Shepherd is ELW# 502 *Offertory Hymn: Let The Vineyards be Fruitful ELW # 184
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pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tal feed -  eth
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Offertory Prayer

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so, through all the length of days,
thine unction grace bestoweth; thy goodness faileth never. ; i
and, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise Almlghty God, b.y your grace, accept_the fruit of Our. I;?bor. and .the
from thy pure chalice floweth! within thy house forever. offering of our lives. Let us be a sacrifice of thanksgiving in union

with our risen Lord, who lives and reigns with you forever. Amen.

*Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



love and instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and pro-
tect the wonders of your creation. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice
and advocate for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save
us from the temptation of violence or vengeance. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those
who are ill or injured. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spir-
it. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and
form us into a community where all are honored and cared for.
Spread a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and
now dwell in your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heav-
enly home. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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*Hymn of Praise *Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

i i _ , — . creator of heaven and earth.
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Al - le-lu -ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
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Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast



Meditation
Hymn of the Day: Savior Like A S
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1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead us;  much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 FEar-ly let usseek your fa - vor, ear -ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a- stray.
you have mer-cy to re-lieve us, grace tocleanse, and pow’r to free.
bless-ed Lord and on - ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us  still
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus,
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus,
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus,
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus,

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

you have bought us; we are yours.
hear us chil - dren when we pray.
car - ly let us turn to you.
you have loved us, love us still.

*Prayer of the Day

Good Shepherd, you call us by name, and we know your voice. Open
the gate for us, that we may come and go freely, have life, and have
it abundantly. Amen.

First Reading: Ezekial 34:7-15

' Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LorD: ° As | live,
says the Lord Gob, because my sheep have become a prey and my
sheep have become food for all the wild animals, since there was no
shepherd, and because my shepherds have not searched for my
sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves and have not fed my
sheep, ” therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LorD: *°
Thus says the Lord GobD: | am against the shepherds, and | will hold
them accountable for my sheep and put a stop to their feeding the
sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. | will rescue
my sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be food for them.

"*For thus says the Lord GoD: | myself will search for my sheep
and will sort them out. ** As shepherds sort out their flocks when
they are among scattered sheep, so | will sort out my sheep. | will
rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. * | will bring them out from
the peoples and gather them from the countries and bring them into
their own land, and | will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by
the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. ** I will
feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel
shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land,
and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. |
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and | will make them lie
down, says the Lord GobD.

God's Word for God'’s people. The Light has risen!



Psalm 23
"The Lorp ! is my shepherd;
| shall not ! be in want.
’The LORD makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- ! side still waters.
®You restore my ! soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall!
fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
> You prepare a table before me in the presence I of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ! running over.
® Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ' of my
life,
and | will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25

It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures
pain while suffering unjustly. *° If you endure when you are beaten
for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do
good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. ** For
to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

*?“He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

“>When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered,
he did not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges
justly. ““ He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that,
having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds
you have been healed. ?° For you were going astray like sheep, but
now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
God'’s Word for God'’s people. The Light has risen!

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: John 10:1-10
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you O Lord.

[Jesus said:] * “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a
bandit. “ The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the
sheep. ° The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. *
When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the
sheep follow him because they know his voice. ° They will not follow
a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the
voice of strangers.” ° Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but
they did not understand what he was saying to them.

’ So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate
for the sheep. ° All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but
the sheep did not listen to them. ” | am the gate. Whoever enters by
me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. *° The
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may
have life and have it abundantly.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



