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[image: ]    Pentecost: The Birth of the Church

Pentecost, observed 50 days after Easter, commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ. This event, described in Acts 2, marks a pivotal moment in Christian history, often referred to as the 'birthday of the Church.'

Originally, Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival known as Shavuot, celebrating the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai. In the Christian tradition, it signifies the fulfillment of Jesus' promise to send the Holy Spirit to guide and empower his disciples.

On that day, the disciples were gathered when suddenly a sound like a rushing wind filled the house, and tongues of fire appeared, resting on each of them. Filled with the Holy Spirit, they began to speak in various languages, enabling them to communicate the gospel to people from diverse regions.

Peter addressed the crowd, explaining that this phenomenon fulfilled the prophecy of Joel, indicating that God's Spirit would be poured out on all people. His message resonated deeply, leading about 3,000 individuals to be baptized that day.

Pentecost underscores several key themes: the universality of the Christian message, the empowerment of believers through the Holy Spirit, and the unity of the Church across cultural and linguistic boundaries. It serves as a reminder of the transformative power of the Holy Spirit in guiding and sustaining the Christian community.
From all of us at Covenant:
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6/1Mike Garvin
6/16 Michelle Pekar
6/23 Paula Hohenstein
6/29 Ken Frajter
6/29 Samuel Reddig
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6/11 Kelly (Constant) & Vimal Bahatnagar
Happy 20th Anniversary!

6/13 Claudia & Steve Senderak
Happy 61st Anniversary!

6/20 Joan & Mike Garvin
Happy 56th Anniversary!
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All Gathered Together
Pentecost Sunday, June 8th
 
10:00 Am Joint Worship @ Covenant-- Wear Red!
 
11:00 AM Potluck and Service project
 Bring a dish that reflects your family heritage, or an international favorite! Dishes can be brought to the Fellowship Hall before worship.

Our churches will be making care packages to deliver to our neighbors in Maple Heights and Bedford, including the Fire and Police Departments and area businesses that serve the community. We will assemble the packages before we eat that day and then deliver them to the community.

WE NEED donations of items for the care packages (or monetary donations to purchase items). Think small and easy individual treats: candy, snacks, mints, granola bars, chips, candy, etc.
Items can be brought to church until June 8th and placed in the labeled box in the sanctuary (Covenant) or narthex (Master).
 
WE ALSO NEED people to deliver the packages to our neighbors. They can be delivered any time during the week. Deliverers will receive information and directions. A signup sheet is out at both churches, or you can let Pastor Andrea know.

Lutheran Church of the Covenant 
Congregational Council Meeting minutes Tues, April 15, 2025 
Meeting called to order at 7:05pm by President Ted Lockmiller 
 
Present: Mary Kaye Bernardo, Vince Besednjak, Mike Davis, Jennfer Lasher-Dobush, Pastor Andrea, Gwen Susanek, Ted Lockmiller, Charlote Zaranka 
 
Excused: Chuck Dickey, Mary Kaye Bernardo 
 
Devotions and prayer: Pastor Andrea. Matthew 11, verses 28-30. 
 
Council Business: Minutes approved/amended of insurance meeting March 25 by Jen and 2nd by Gwen. Minutes approved/amended of March 16 council meeting by Jen and 2nd by Gwen.   
 
Pastors Report: 
$300 donated at soup supers went ½ to Maple Hts and ½ to Bedford food pantries.  
Covenant and Master are doing well as shared congregations compared to some. According to a meeting of regional clergy that Pastor attended.    
May be able to get grants of $10,000 1st year and $15,000 2nd year for being joint churches. 
Watch the inserts in the church bulletin each Sunday for updates on church functions and services. 
 
Treasurers Report – Mike – handout 
We are one-quarter into the fiscal year 2025. Revenues and expenses should be in the 25th percentile. Year-to-date revenues total $25,367.00 (23.1%). Expenditures total$34,824.00 (23.8%), resulting in an excess of expenses over revenues of $-9.457.00. 
 
March $1500.00 gas bill not paid yet due to Master late reimbursement. Low cash in bank end of March. May get a tax penalty. Pastor suggested we inform the people where we are financially to keep current with our bills. 
 
BOARDS: 
 
Finance: Gwen – No handout but will be meeting with Master regarding new church envelopes. 
 
Evangelism and Social Ministry: Mary Kaye – Not present 
 
Education: Chuck Dickey – Not present – Last adult bible class and children's Sunday school will be Sun, June 1. Summer worship outside again over summer months. Bible class and children’s Sunday school starts back Sun, Sept 7.  
 
Worship and Music: Jen – Preparing for Easter services. 
 
Managers – Vince -  Iman Roofing was out to redo ceiling in parlor. May possibly redo whole roof, part metal and part tiles. 
Heating problem needs to be corrected. $200 /hour for Johnson Controls to come out just to evaluate the situation. Per Mike, we should get an estimate and do a campaign in the Fall, so everyone knows. May be addressed in the Sunday bulletin.  
One fire extinguisher is outdated. Need to find out which one and where it is located. All others were approved by the fire dept.   
New landscaper started in April. Did a good job, better than the old one. Jen will check with him to see if he knows someone who snowplows.   
Electric contract signed up to 2030. Same rate. Jen will check on rates for Gas before prices go up for 2026.  
 
New Business:  
May post shed amount received quarterly in bulletin. Jen will put a laminated copy of shed info on table by back door along with white info sheets for people to take showing what items can be put in shed.  
Need a new church vice-president to take Dick Ptak's place. 
 
Next Council Meeting: Wed, May 14, 2025, 6:30pm. (that’s when the insurance guy can make it) Next joint council meeting with Master is May 6, 2025, 7-8:30pm. 
 
 Devotions: Gwen 
 
Adjourned 8:40 pm with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Charlotte Zaranka 
Council secretary 
 
Comments: Very good devotion and prayer this meeting by Pastor. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.] This is a picture of one of the first pick ups of bags from the clothing shed at the back of the parking lot. Charlotte Zaranka, Barb Gaglione and Mary Kaye Bernardo went to Divinity in Parma and picked up all the clothing (which was bagged for our drivers) that was left after their rummage sale. We have pick ups weekly and it has resulted in 72.71 in proceeds for the church, from the first quarter. Thank you to the volunteer drivers and weekly shed checkers. 
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TO THOSE WHO GAVE TO THE OFFERING AT THE
WEDNESDAY NIGHT SOUP SUPPERS. $363 TOTAL
WAS GIVEN, WITH HALF GOING TO THE BEDFORD
FOOD PANTRY AND HALF TO THE MAPLE HEIGHTS
FOOD PANTRY. YOUR GENEROSITY IS AMAZING!!




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg
CU )
A niveria





image7.jpeg




image8.jpg
KissinN 1sueyon3
Bunsapy | 8pISINO WeQo:6
N0og {9 | 1soosjuad Jaye ¥auesng
wd0:g- 0€:9 0€ | Aepung payL 62 Uamo "yelapuag eipne;g 9y
IleH jsueyon3
ul o wd g-9 IleH ysued fissinN | apisinO wepo:6
JleH ui Bunaapy ur Bunasyy IleH ut lIleH ut Bunespy ur Buneapy | 1s098juad Jayy
YV S,UsWop Vv oo wd | [espy Ayunwwod IleH ui Bunsspy YV S.UsWop 1n02S HI9 Kepung youesng
wd 00'¢ 82 0£:8-0¢:9 /z | wd 00:9-00:G 92 Yy wdg-9 62 wd 0g:9 yg | wd0o:g-0€:9 €2 puodss zzg uamg) yeiepuag eipne|g 9y
I'eH
ulyo wd g-9 IleH ysued leH ur Bunssy vy KissinN jsieyon3
|leH ut Bunasyy ur Bunespy s,uswop) wd 0g:9 ul Bugespy | apisInO we 00:6
VY S.USWOM Vv oo wd lley Bupesw JleH u Bugesy | Bupasyy jrounod M09S HI9 Kepung YouagJes) uaf ‘uyez
wdoo:g bz | 0€:8-0819 02 | INVN wdg-9 61 Y wdg-9 g} wdoo:2 2} | wd0o:g-0e:9 91 | Awuul AloH g} SUB|\ ‘UIMES) UBOT 1DV
Buimojjoy
IIeH IleH ysied youny/aoinies
ulyo wd g-9 IleH ystied u| Bunesiy vy fissinN | juiof jsueyong
IleH ui unasiy ur Bunaspy suswop wdog:9 ul Bugeapy weQo:0}
YV S,UsWOp vV doo |leH ui Bunealy Ja)se|y Buieaw 1n02S HI9 Kepung Youagles uap ‘uyez
wd 00:¢ y1 | wd 0£:8-0€:9 €1 4} v wdg-g} | ol N8 M 0L | wd 00:8- 0£:9 6 1s0%8jued 8 SUEJ ‘UIAIBD) UBOI :9Y
IeH
ut o wd g-9 IIBH ysked I'eH KissinN jsieyon3
IleH ui Bunespy u Bunaspy ysued u| Buneapy ur Bunespy wepQ:6 e)yuelez ajjopey)
YV S,USWOM vV doo Iley Bupsaw IleH ui Buneaiy YV S,USWOA 1093 {9 | Jejseq jo Aepung ‘UIBISUBYOH Bjned ‘puejedo)
wd 00:¢ £ | wd 0g:8-0£:9 9 INYN wdg-9 G vy wdg-g ¥ wdog:g ¢ | wd 00'g- 0€:9 ¢ yjuanes | luuy 'JoWs elisys 9y
Kepinmjeg Aepui4 Aepsinyy Aepsaupap Aepsan) Kepuop Aepung 3|npayos 19A188

scgaung

JUDUIA0)) Y} JO Yoy ) unLyny Yy





image9.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.png




image3.jpeg
S




