Postlude

Praying Together

... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating:
Gayle Agg, Nora Beach, Vince Besesdnjak, Joan Clarke, Chuck Dickey,
Olive Evanofski, Bill Flick, Barbara Fossa, Alan Fugo and family, Don-
na Franz, Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett, Rosa Garnett, Jane
Gradert, Linda Johnson, Dorrie Kearns, Dylan King, Karen Kipfsthul,
Elaine Knerem, Nel Lanese, Barbara Mingee, Phyllis Nemeth, Rich
Petro, Dick Ptak, Madeline Ptak, Arlene Stoltz, Barb Toth, Maud
Wright, Charlotte Zaranka, Wilma Dancy, Bill Helmick, Nancy
Helmick, Robert Lambrecht, Laura Mele, Judy Morgan, Kris Sandor,
Lois Williams, Eugene Winfrey, the Copeland/Lane Family.

Last Week
General Fund receipts for week ending 10/12/2025:$

Lutheran Church of the Covenant
Maple Heights, OH

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost



The Lutheran Church of the Covenant welcomes you to worship! *Sending Hymn: Oh Praise the Gracious Power ELW # 651
Here are a few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise the

God of new life together! n . .
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Bulletins are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary. ] ! — 1 ! ! ! e
. : : 1 Oh, praise the gra-cious pow'r that  tum - bles walls of fear
We encourége you ’Fo partlapate t.hroughout worship by speaking > Oh praise per-sis - tent tth  that o - pens fist-ed minds
the bold print and singing along with the hymns! 3 Oh, praise in-clu - sive love, en - cir - cling ev-'ry race,

) L o 5 Oh, praise the tide of grace that laps at  ev-'ry shore
Portions marked with * are when we invite you to stand as you are
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able to.do So. Th.ere will not be a separate ‘ume for an offering, so a éle I —— e — ! - —T— A
basket is placed in the back for those who wish to support our local - — ! !
ministry as well as the wider church and gath-ers in one house of faith all strang-ers far and near:
) and eas-es from their anx -ious clutch the prej - u - dice that blinds:
ob - liv -1-ous to gen - der, wealth, to  so - cial rank or place:
A children’s table is located at the back of the sanctuary, where you'll with vi-sionsof a world at peace, no  lon - ger bled by  war:
find some books and activities to help children feel more at home in n Repain
worship. bor————7—F |
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Our Worship Leaders & Staff We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!
7 Oh, praise the living Christ
L . with faith’s bright songful voice!
Presiding Minister Rev. Andrea McDonough , Announce the gospel to the world
and with these words rejoice: Refiain
Organist Gerry Mass
Lector Allan Treichel KNG s
Dismissal
Reader Nancy Langtr .
y Langtry Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.
Crucifer Adrian Bernardo
Parish Administrator Jennifer Lasher-Dobush

Custodian Vince Besednjak



*Communion Hymn
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

*Post Communion Prayer

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed
us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our posses-
sions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*Blessing

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who
gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, + bless you
now and forever. Amen.

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 a.m. October 19th, 2025

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, our maker, our helper, and our
keeper. Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We tram-
ple on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We turn
away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice
over us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came
into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found.
In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven! Amen.



*Gathering Song: Day By Day ELW # 790
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3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me when my bur - dens heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
0| 0 R p— —
Yy D | I— | | | y " A I | ol | | y T T y | |
G —J e b == = e o
v © —* 1o S ' r — =
to my anx-ious soul. Day by day, the bless-ings,Lord,you send me san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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draw me near - er to my heav'n-ly goal. Love di-vine, be-yond all
o’er the paths 1 strug-gle day by day. I will fear no e - vil
when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. Day by day, no mat - ter
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
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J ' Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
mor -tal mea-sure, brings to naught the bur-dens of my quest; Sav-ior, . .
of the mor -row, I  will trust in your en-dur-ing grace. Sav-ior, your klngdom come, your will be done’
what be - tide me, you will hold me ev-er in your hand. Sav-ior, on earth as in heaven
n | Give us today our daily bread.
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lead me to the home I trea-sure, where at last I’ll find e - ter-nal rest. WhO sin agaInSt us.

help me bear life’s pain and sor-row till in glo-ry I be-hold your face. Save us from the time of trial
with your pres-ence here to guide me, I will reach at last the prom-ised land. . .
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Greeting now and forever. Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. *Invitation to Communion



*Offertory Prayer

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have giv-
en to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but
on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered
to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

That we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you,

almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection,

opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Santus (next page)
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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Lord, have mer - cy.

A

o

18]

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.




*Hymn of Praise This is the Feast

Refrain
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.

Offering of Gifts and Tithes

*Offertory Hymn
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2 Tumour wor-ship in-to wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
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teach us through this
be - hold your im - age

may we still

ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.

in the world you

died to

save.




We pray for creation. O God, who made heaven and earth, draw us
to the beauty of the whole creation. Turn us toward a right relation-
ship with the entire cosmos. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for all nations, states, cities, and towns. O God, you rule
over all the earth. Grant our elected officials humility in their decision
-making for the sake of the entire world. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. O God, who
heals and strengthens, our help comes from you in times of need.
Support, comfort, and heal those who suffer. God of grace, receive
our prayer.

We pray for Lutheran Church of the Covenant. O God, who guides
this congregation, encourage us to share the good news of Jesus
Christ. Nurture our relationships with the community, that we serve
and advocate for those who come to us in need. God of grace, re-
ceive our prayer.

We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed. O God, whose prom-
ises never end, we thank you for all the saints who have shown us
the way of your Son, Jesus Christ. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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God, and join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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*Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to
hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us
to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Moment

FirstReading: Genesis 32:22-31

*’The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two
maids, and his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. *
He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise every-
thing that he had. ** Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with
him until daybreak. > When the man saw that he did not prevail
against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was
put out of joint as he wrestled with him. “° Then he said, “Let me go,
for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless
you bless me.” ?’ So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said,
“Jacob.” “® Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob,
but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have
prevailed.” >’ Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But
he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him.
*¥So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have seen God face
to face, yet my life is preserved.” ** The sun rose upon him as he
passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ,
God'’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all creation.

We pray for the church universal. O God, who unites the church
across the globe, bring unity and peace to a world divided by hatred
and opposition. Turn our hearts toward the gospel of Jesus Christ.
God of grace, receive our prayer.



*Hymn of the Day: If You But Trust In God to Guide You

ELW # 769
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1 If you but tust in God to  guide you with gen - tle
2 What gain is there in anx - ious weep - ing, in  help - less
3 The Lord our rest - less hearts is hold - ing, in peace and
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hand through all your ways, you'll find that God is there be -

an - ger and dis - tress? If you are in your Sav - ior’s
qui - et - ness con - tent. We rest in God’s good will un -
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keep-ing, in sor-row will he love you less? For Christ who
fold - ing,  what wis-dom from on high has sent. God, who has
serv-ing, you'll find God’s prom - ise true to  be. This is our
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God’s un-chang - ing love; build on the rock that will not move.
took for you a cross  will bring you safe through ev - 'ty loss.
cho - sen us by grace, knows ver -y well the fears we face.
con - fi-dence in-deed: God nev-er fails in time of need.

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite
Music: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT, Georg Neumark
Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Psalm: Psalm 121

1 lift up my eyes ! to the hills;
from where is my ! help to come?
> My help comes ' from the LORD,
the maker of heav- ! en and earth.
°*The LorD will not let your ! foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep.
“ Behold, the keep- ! er of Israel
will neither slum- ! ber nor sleep;
°the LORD watches ! over you;
the LORD is your shade at | your right hand;
® the sun will not strike ' you by day,
nor the | moon by night.
’The LORD will preserve you | from all evil
and will ! keep your life.
® The Lorp will watch over your going out and your ' coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore.

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

““But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly be-
lieved, knowing from whom you learned it *” and how from childhood
you have known sacred writings that are able to instruct you for sal-
vation through faith in Christ Jesus. *° All scripture is inspired by God
and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training
in righteousness, '’ so that the person of God may be proficient,
equipped for every good work.

“*In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the



living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, |
solemnly urge you: * proclaim the message; be persistent whether the
time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage
with the utmost patience in teaching. ° For the time is coming when
people will not put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears
tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their
own desires “and will turn away from listening to the truth and wan-
der away to myths. ° As for you, be sober in everything, endure
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Luke 18:1-8

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you O Lord.

"Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and
not to lose heart. “ He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who
neither feared God nor had respect for people. ° In that city there
was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice
against my accuser.’ “ For a while he refused, but later he said to him-
self, Though | have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, ° yet
because this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so
that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” ° And the
Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. ” And will not God
grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will
he delay long in helping them? °1 tell you, he will quickly grant justice
to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
earth?”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



